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the like Complime 


Worthy ESQUIRES, 
GOVYERNOR of the 


Iſland of Barataria, Gc. Sc. Ge. 


May it pleaſe hour Excellency, 


a Volume of the JEwisn 
LETTERS to your il- 
luſtrious Maſter, the re- 
nowned Hero of la Man- 
cha, 1 ſhould fail in my 
Reſpects to your Excellen- 


5 ; FTER having dedicated 


cy, did I not make you 
nt. Your Merit is ſcarce 


inferior to that of the invincible Don Quixote; 


and the Figure you m 


A 2 your 


ake in the Works of 
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our faithful Hiſtorian, the ingenious Cervan- 
res, is almoſt equal to that of the celebrated 
Knight. Permit me therefore, as a Mark of 
my very great Regard, to lay this laſt Vo- 
lume ot Letters at your Feet; and, at the 
ſme time, allow me to inform you of a 
Piece of News, which Tan't mils to ſurpriſe 
vou very much. 


Not only your Office, Sir, but likewiſe 
your Character, have been molt daringly u— 
ſurp'd of late. As, in ancient Times, there 
were two Aipbitrio's and two Soſia's, to there 
are actually, at this Day, two Don Duixote's, and 
two Sancho Panca's. As one ridiculous Crea- 
ture has aſſum'd the Name, the Profeſſion 
and Titles, of your illuſtrious Maſter; ſo an— 
other, no leſs ſilly, has given out, that he is 
abſolutely Maſter of your Talents: He places 
himſelf, in quality of Eſquire, near the Per- 
fon of his Don Quixote in the Republic of 
Letters. This Fellow is a wretched, merce- 
nary Coppyiſt; the laborious Compiler of his 
pretended Diſcoveries. You, Sir, was not 
more aſhduous in carrying the Wallet, the 
Bottle of Firebrace's Balm, and Mambrino's 
Helmet, than he is in tranſcribing his Ma- 
ſter's raw and indigeſted Notions, and placing 
them in their proper Order. In ſhort, he 
reſembles your Honour exactly, both in Ge- 
nius and Stature. Like you, he is ſhort, 
thick, and tun-bellied : He has a heavy, ſul- 
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DEDICATION. 
len Air; and his Language is not a whit 
more poliſh'd than yours. His waggiſh 
Tricks, his Lies, and falſe Gloſſes, juſtly de- 
ſerve the Puniſhment of being tols'd in a 
Blanket; and may poſſibly, one Day, expoſe 
his Poſteriors to the wholſome Ditcipline of 
Kickage. Like you, he is extremely fond 


of obtaining ſome Government. He had one 


in his Eye, in a certain Northern Iſland, and 
flatter'd himſelf, that he ſhould have gone 
thither, and enacted Laws as ſage and juſt as 


thoſe you once pals'd in your Ifland of Ba- 
rutaria; but his Hopes were as thort Jiv'd 


as your Government. 


You (ee, my Lord, 'tis not poſſible to ape 
you more exactly. I ſhall therefore think 
myſelf highly oblig'd, if, for your own Sake, 
and for the Sake of many others, you would 
not ſuffer your. worthy Genius and Charac- 
ter to be uſurp'd in this daring Manner. 
You make a very fine Figure in a Book 
your malicious Simplicity, and your gro- 
teſque Impertinences, ſerve to ſet People a 
laughing: But the Moment you aſſume Skin 


and Bones, and appear in the Republick of 


Letters, you never fail ro do Miſchief; you 
diſhonour the Name of Scholar, which be- 
comes you no more than it does your Als. 


Permit not therefore a Scoundrel, by per- 
ſonating your Character, to do the fame In- 
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jury to polite Learning. Enter the Lifts with 
him, and immediately oblige him to give up 
a Profeſſion which no way ſuits him; an 
Office, into which he is a mere Intruder, 


Till I have the Pleaſure of ſeeing you in 
the Field with this impudent Mimick, go 
on to murder the Spaniſh Tongue, as he does 
the French; and believe me to be, with the 
moſt profound Eſteem, 


Incomparable SANCHo0, 
Your Moſt Obedient, 
Humble Servant, 


The Tranſlator. 


PREFACE 


FRENCH TRANSLATOR. 


—— — 


HAD formed à Reſolution to give 


Cenſures of thoſe who affect to cri- 
ticiſe upon this Work, the favourable 
Acceptance of the Pablick making 
me more than ſufficient Amends for 
| their impotent Invectives; but this 
very Approbation of the Public conſtrains me to eæ- 
Poſe their Diſingenuity. Aſter they found it impoſ- 
ſible to hurt the Character of the Jewiſh Letters, 
they immediately fall foul of the Tranſlator : There 
7s uo Slander which they have not invented to be- 
ſpatter my Reputation. 


1 am ſenſible, that to ſupppeſs the Impreſſion of this 


Book, would effedually ſtop their Months ; and in- 


deed I would have indulged them even in this Par- 
ticular, had it depended entirely on my Will. It is 


not to any Inclination of mine they ought to impute 


the Continuance of a Work which gives them ſo much 
Diſguſt, but to certain Cauſes which forced me even 
ſpite of myſelf. The Approbation of three different 
Nations, who thought it worthy of appearing in their 
reſpective Languages, and the fine Elogiams by ſe- 


wveral 


no further Anſwer to the ill-natured 
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veral of the firſt Claſs in Learning, made me go on 
whether I would or not. I confeſs, that the Pleas 
ſure I received from the Applanſe of ſj» many cele- 
brated Scholars, was infinitely greater than any Un- 
eaſineſs which the impertinent Clamours of a Parcel 
of 1gnorant Monks and pitiful Scriblers could give 
_— 

I conſulted, not long ſince, oue of the greateſt Ge- 
uiuſes in Europe, I may venture to pronounce him 
Apollo's Darling. Tell me frankly, faid [, what 
J ought to do? His Anſwer was as follows : ** You 

„as me whether the Jewiſh Letters pleaſe me; 
© gear Aaron, have JI not often told you that they 
„d Go on with them, I conjure you, in the 
Name of all Philoſophers and Men of Senſe; in 
& ſhort, in the Name of all the human Race. It is. 
„ doing Service to Mankind to lay before them, 
ce twice a Week, ſuch wholſome Advice as is con- 
„% tained in theſe Letters.” 

I am too well acquaiated with myſelf to be capti- 
vated by a Compliment ſo far bevoud my Deſert. F 
_ aſcribe it ſolely to Friendſhip, and not to any Merit 
in my Performances. The high Value put upon them 
2, a Gentleman of great Reputation in the learned 

orld, one whom I know no otherwiſe than by the 
juſt Fame he has acquired, is almoſt enough to excite 
my Vanity. This illuſtrious Genius thought the Jewiſh 
Letters worthy his Peruſal: He had the Goodneſs 
to honour them with his Approbation from the Cen- 
ter of Germany *. 1 have had the good Fortune ta 
meet with ſome illuſtrious Literati in England, who 
have fhewed the ſame Complaiſance for me as thoſe 
ia France and Berlin. Has it poſſible to reſiſt the 
Force of fach powerful Applanſe* Let ihe moſt in vi- 
dious of iny Enemies but ſuppoſe themſelves in my 

5 . Flats, 


* Defence de l'Hiſtoire critique de Manichée & du Mani- 
cheiſme, par M. de keauſobre, inſeree dans le Tom, XXXVII. 
de la Bibliotheque Geimanique, Tag. 12. | 
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Place, let them for a Moment diveſt themſelves of 
Prejudice, and then let them ſay what Part 1 ought 
to have acted. . 

In the mean time, I am not much ſurpriſed that 
the Jeſuites ſhould condeian the Jewiſh Letters ſo 
unmercifully. Was I one of their Society, I would 
do no leſs; but ſtill with this Difference, that J 
ſhould never dream of murdering the Reputation of 
the Tranſlator. If theſe Calummiators would read 
the Book they inveigh ſo bitterly againſt, they will 
not find ſo much as one perſonal Reflection from one 
End of it to the other. If their Society be cenſured, 


ſome particular Perſons are commended. Father 


Girard himſelf is tenderly uſed tu it; tenderly uſed, 


did 1 ſay, nay, be is almoſt acquitted: And yet they 
are ſo fooliſh as to condeina this Book. Indeed, it 
would be abſurd to deſire a Perſon to commend an 

Compoſition in which his Opinions are penn "ovens 
but then it is as unlike a Chriſtian, as a Philoſupher, 
for a Man to revile his Neighbour, or to take Re— 
venge for an Author's Works on the Perſon of the 
Author. I take it very much amiſs, for inſtauce, 
when I am charged with Libertinilm, which exiſts 
no where but in the Imagination of my Accuſers. I 
zever propoſed any other View than to cenſure Vice, 


and recommend the Love of Virtue; and 1 am con- 


| ſcious of having always manifeſted a moſt ſiacere Re— 


ſpect for every thing that 1s truly laudable, It is 
true, I give u Quarter to I uaves or Hypocrites ; 
and is not this what every honeſt Man ought to do, 
in order to clear Society of theſe Wretches, who, by 
the Auſurdity of their Dodrines, or the Depravity 


of their Manners, are the Bane of Life, and the 


Diſgrace of the Human Nature? If any will call 
this ſneering at the Chriſtian Religion in general, 
they act a moſt unfair Part: If this be the Deiſm 
they would fix upon me, I'll maintain, that it is in- 
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finitely better than the pretended Religion, the looſe 
and corrupt Maxims of my Ceuſurers. 
The Janſeniſts have ill leſs Reaſon to be angry | 
with me than the ſeſuites, if by Janſeniſts we mean 
the genuine Diſciples of the Arnaulds, and of the 
Paſcais. But the Namber of theſe is ſo very ſmall, 
that we can ſcarce pick ont one from among ten 
thouſand Villains and Fools, the former oaly pre- 
tending to believe the Miracles of Abbot Paris, 
wwhilſt the latter are ſo weak as not once to doubt of 
their Reality. The Approbation of ſuch Perſuns is 
indeed as prejudicial, as the Eſteem of the wiſe ana 
virtuous Part of Mankind is honourable. I wonld 
therefore beg of all ſuch to continue their Invedtives 
againſt my Works; and, by way of Acknowledgment 
of their Service, I promiſe to demonſtrate, that the 
Jeſuites are as crafty, as pulitick, and as ambitions, 
@s the Janſeniſts are ſenſeleſs, weak and fooliſh. 1 
allow theſe latter to throw out as many Slanders a- 
gainſt me, as they _ invent againſt the Biſhops, 
and even apainſt the Pope himſelf. Indeed, tis no 
ſmall Honour to be rauked with Perſonas of ſuch di- 6 
ſting uiſhed Characters, 9 
A to the ſubaltern Writers, thoſe vile Tuſefts of 
Parnaſſus, I give my Word never once to regard * 
their croaking: Their impotent Noiſe will only di- 
vert me. Their Forgeries will entertain me as much 
as the following Story, with which I ſhall here ac- WK 
quaint my Reader. Some Months ago a learned 
Man, who honours me with his Friendſhip, and, I 
preſume to ſay, with bis Eſteem, travelled into Hol- 
land, where he reſided for ſume time. The Geutle- 
man I ſpeak of is a Firſt-rate Scholar; all the Sct- 
ences meet in him: He rivals Virgil; he is a famed 
Diſciple of Newton, and an eminent Hiſtorian, 
Men of Letters at Amſterdam are charmed with 
bis Converſation, At an Entertatument made pur- 


149 


82 - 


8 Cott : — — ——— — 
1 — 
- —— — —ͤ — * 
. V9 A — OS 


* 
= — ww - -—-- 


—- - 
* > eg — 
. — —.— — — 0 
= _ - N - 
* 


1 

1 

Þ.Y 

5 

1 

16 
1 


3 


poſely for him, and at which ſeveral learned Men 
were preſent, the Jewiſh Letters happened to be 
mentioned. My Friend thought it proper to conceal 
from the Company that he was acquainted with the 


i Tranſlator ; this he did the rather becauſe the Book 


was highly commended by every body of Diſcerument. 
But a certain inſigniſicaut Corrector of the Preſs, 
probably envying their Succeſs, had not Patience to 
* bear them ſo much applauded; however, he did not 
venture to find Fanlt with the Letters, but he fell 
* bloadily on the Author. It is no wonder, ſays he, 
that this Writer ſhould be ſo well acquainted with 

the Manners and Religion of the Tarks ; for, in a 
Voyage to Conſtantinuple, he put on the T'urbant. 
My Friend, ſurpriſed at what he heard, did not 
think it prudent to undertake my Vindication direct- 
= ly. After affecting to know nothing of me, he fear- 
ed that his too great Forwardneſs to eſpouſe my In- 
2 tereſt would unriddle the Myſtery : He therefore con- 
= zented himſelf with only obſerving, that there ſeemed 
to be but little Ground for ſuch a Charge. Bat, 
alas! all he could ſay was not ſufficient to ſave my 
= Fore-shin; my Accuſer would needs circumciſe me 
without Mercy: And doubtleſs I had paſſed for a 
Mahometan, had not two other Perſons of the 
Company, who alſo were acquainted with me, offer 
ed to undergo the ſame Operation in caſe 1 had ſub- 
mitted to it. We know, ſaid they, the Author 
you ſpeak of; probably you don't know ſo much 
as his Name, why therefore would you rank him 
among the Circumciſed? 1: was no eaſy Matter, 
= -owever, to make the poor, ignorant Creature change 
= his Opinion. The Matter was debated a whole 
Hour before he would own that it was improbable 1 
= had been circumciſed; and his laſt Reſource. was 
this, that he had heard it reported as a Fat. . 
My Friend, tranſported to find me acquitted of 
Mahometiſm, could not forbear acquainting. me with 

| this 
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this merry Adventure. I was then at a conſiderable 
Diſtance from Holland; he laid aſide his own Buſi- 
neſs, and ſet out jrom Amſterdam, and. came and 
Fold me, with a pleaſant Air, that I muſt prepare to 
juſtify myſelf againſt a very heavy Charge. Why, 
ſaid I, has any body accuſed me of maintaining, 
that there is as much Virtue in the Abbot Paris's 


Shoe as in the Pope's Slipper? No, replied he, 'tis 


ſomething worſe: I have been aſſured that you 
are circumciſed. Circumciſed! ſui4 {; yes, cir- 
cumciſed, ſaid my Friend; and you are concerned 
to vindicate your Character. lt is indeed, ſaid /, 
a cruel and artful Accuſation; and it will be a 
hard Matter to clear mylelf, ſince the Parts ne- 
ceſſary to be ſhewn, for this Purpoſe, are as un- 
fit to be ſeen as thoſe of the Woman afflicted 
with the Bloody Flux among the Faxſen!ſts : I 
myſelſ, who have ſo often laughed at that pre- 
tended Miracle, now find that it wil! be as dif- 
ficult for me to vindicate myſelf, as it was for 
her. Make yourſelf eaſy, ſaid my Friend; you 
are more afraid than hurt: We have cleared up 
your Character as to this Affair; though, in fact, 
I can ſcarce ſee the Harm that would have en- 
ſued, had the Trauſlator of the Fewtiſh Letters been 
really circumciſed, or, at leaſt, thought ſo. 

After ſuch a Slander as this, I may be allowed to 
beg of my Friends to put the following Queſtions to 
any Perſon whom they hear talking to my Diſadvan- 
tage: * Tell me, pray Sir, are not you one of Igna- 

« tius's Papils? Has the Jeſuitical Zeal wo Influ- 
&« ence on your Diſcourſe ? If ſo, the T'ranſlator of the 
„ Jewiſh Letters has declared, that whatever you 
&« ſay is to be ſuſpected as proceeding from perſonal 
« Prejudice. But, if you are of the oppoſite Sed 
« to the Jeſuites; if you are a Partizan of the 
« Abbe Paris, or a Caperer about St Mederd's 
« Theatre, your Accuſations are mere Tales that 
| = « deſerve 
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e deſerve not the leaſt Credit: If you are only a 


« Paper-blotter, aud labour for the Paſiry Cuoks 
« and Grocers, your Buſineſs is to revile and run 
« down all Authors who have acquired the leaſt Re- 
cc pulation.“ believe it will be neceſſary to put 


ſuch QueſFions, in order ts preſerve me in the good 


Opinion of thoſe, who, not knowing me perſoaally, 
might be prejudiced againſt my Morals. With re- 

gard to my Works, 1 am always willing to ſubmit 
them to the Judgment of the learned aud candid 
Part of Mankind. If ever they be coudemned by 
the la Croſe's, the Beauſobre's, he Voltaire's, the 
Monteſquiou's, ze Fontenelle's, the Pope's, the 
Gordon's, c. heir Deciſions fhall always paſs ſur 
ſovereign Decrees: I ſhall never enquire into what 
may have ſuggeſted them, being well aſſured that 
neither Superſtition, nor Hatred, nor Fealonſy, could, 
in the leaſt, corrupt the Judgment of ſuch impar- 


tial Men. 
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HAVE examin'd, my dear Mon- 
ceca, With great Attention, thy 
Letter concerning the Difficul- 
ties Which attend the Opinion of 
thoſe who will not admit actual 
Thinking to be the Efſence of 
the Soul. After comparing thy 
Objections with what Locke has 
written upon this Subject, I continue ſtill tho- 
roughly perſuaded that this great Philoſopher had 
2 great deal of Reaſon to maintain, at the Saul 
des not always think. 1 hy Compariſon between 
I.xtenfion, as the Eſſence of Matter, and act’ 
Thought, as the Eſſence of the Soul, is neither juſt 
nor concluſive. I deny that Extenſion is the Eſ- 
lence of Matter, and aſſert that we are fo far from 
B 2 knowing 
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knowing what conltitutes a Spirit, that we are ig- 
norant of the firſt Principles of material Beings. 
Deſcartes, ſays a modern Philoſopher “, wakes the 
HE {ſence of Body conſiſt in Extenſion ; and hence con- 
cludes, that there 15 Extenſion where-ever there is 
Hatter. I aſk then, what Reaſoa there is that 
Fælenſion ſhould conſtitute the Eſence of a Body ra-. 
ther than Jolidity, or any other eſſential Quality of 4 
Mutter? For, by this Alteation to une ſingle 2 2 
perty alſtracted from all the yeſt, *tis not ſuſficient ; 
Fo ailedge, that the other Qualities cau't ſubſiſt 
without this ;, nor, oa the other hand, that this can't 
ſubſiſt withoat the other. I may ſingle ont any par- 
ticular Attribute, and ſuppoſe it to conſlitute the 
Eence of Body. When 1 hold ia may Hand a pon— 
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derons Sphere, by Abſliraditon I may conceive all its 

Fe:pht to be in the Center, and ſo attend ouly tio 
the Idea of its Center. Ii wonld, however, be ver . 
alſurd to conclude, that the Nature and Eſſence 
Body conſiſts in Gravity. Beſides, we know not all 
the Properties of Body, at leaſt we can't demonſtrate * 
that we do; therefore we do not know what it is 
that conſtitutes it, Becauſe we perceive but ſeven 4 


or eight Attributes in Body, can we be ſure that it 
_ bath not others, as eſſential to its Exiſtence as theſe 
ſever or eight, which are knows to us? If the Na- 
ture of a Thing conſiſts in thirty Attributes, all ne- 
ceſſury and inſeparable ; and if twenty of theſe were 
taken away, it wozula be ridiculous to fancy, that we 
ſtill had the Thing that abſulntely required thirty: 
In truth we have a very different Thing, that re- 
quires only ten Properties to form its Exiſtence, 
{thus with reſped to Body, we can't demonſtrate 
that we kaow all its Attributes; and therefure "tis 
not poſſible we ſhould know preciſely wherein its Eſ- 
ſence confijts. ——-. I hou ſeeſt, dear Moxceca, theſe 
are ſtrong Reaſons againſt the pretended Certainty 
ot 
* Le Marquis a* Argent, Philoſophie du Bon Sens, Page 278. 
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of the Carte/ians with reſpe& to the Eſſence of 
Matter. Now, if it be true, that Men are uncer- 
tain about what conſtitutes a Body ; how can they 
pretend to have clear and diſtinct Notions of the 
Nature of a Soul? Gentlemen, might Locke ſay 
to theſe Philoſophers, before you be ſo poſitive that 
you onght to define the Eſſence of Matter by Exten- 
fron, and that of the Soul by actual Thought, becanſe 
you cannot imagine any corporeal Being without Ex- 
tenſion, or any ſpiritual Being without the Faculty 
of Thinking ; ſtay till you are ſure that for know 
all the Properties eſſential to each of theſe Subſtances, 
that ſo you may not allow one ſingle Attribute to be 
the Eſſence of a Thing, which perhaps requires 
thirty others as eſſential and neceſſary to its Exiſt- 
ence, tho? you are wholly ignorant of them, Mu be- 
lieve, at leaſt you would perſuade others that yon 
believe, that your Notions of the Eſſence of Spirit 
and Body are clear and certain; yet one may juſtly 
tell you, you are ſo far from comprehending the Na- 
ture of theſe Subſtauc es, that you are ignorant where- 
in the Difference between them conſiſis. I don't 
know, my dear Monceca, whether thou haſt ever 
obfery'd Locke's Objections againſt the Carteſrans, 
on the Subject of Man's Ignorance as to the Ef- 
ſence of the Human Soul. “ We have, ſays he, 
the Ideas of Matter and Thought; but pofſi- 
« bly we'll never know certainly whether any 
mere material Being thinks or not, becauſe it is 
« impoſiible for us, by the Contemplation of our 
* own Ideas, without the Help of Revelation, to 
„ ailcover whether God has not given to ſome 
„materia! Syſtem, fitly diſpoſed, a Power of 
„Perception and Thought, or elle joined and 
united to Nature ſo diſpoled, a thinking im- 
material Subitance: For, with reſpect to our I- 
* deas, *tts as eaſy to conceive, that God can, if 
he pleaſes, ſuperadd to Matter a Faculty olf. 

B 3 „ Think- 
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Thinking, as that he ſhould unite to it ano- 
„ther Subltance with a Faculty of Thinking, — 
« Since we are forced to allow, that God has an- 
« nexed to Motion Effects which we can never 
« conceive Motion capable to produce; what Rea- 
« fon have we to conclude, that he could not or- 
&« der theſe Effects to be produced in a Subject we 
% can't conceive capable of producing them, as 
well as in a Subject we can't conceive how the 
« Motion of Matter can work upon “?“ 
Betore the Definition be admitted, that the Soul 
always thinks, and that 'tis contrary to its Es- 
Tence to remain at any time ſtupid and unactive ; 
the Carteſians ought to anſwer Locke's Objections, 
and thew plainly, that they are under no ſort of 
Uncertainty as to the Nature ot the Soul. If they 
cannot prove to a Demonitration that it is imma- 
terial, if they are really ignorant of its Nature; 
bow can they preſume to define its Eſſence, and 
found all their Reaſonings upon that raſh Defini— 
tion? Dr. Stillingfleet would have perſuaded Locke, 
that the Spirituality of the Soul might be demon- 
ſtrated ; and that it was not in the Power, even of 
God himſelf, to give to Matter a Power of Think- 
ing. lo the old Arguments of the Carteſians he 
has added ſome new ones; but Locke has eaſily de- 
moliſhed both old and new. Thou wilt find a par- 
ticular Detail of this famous Diſpute, in the Notes 
on the Eſſay on Human Underſtanding, added by the 
French I ranſlator, in the ſecond Edition of that 
Work. The Engliſe Philoſopher ſays to his Ad- 
verſary, © Our Idea of Matter being a ſolid Sub- 
& ſtance, and our Idea of Body being a ſolid, ex- 
« tended, figured Subſtance; you pretend, that to 
« admit Matter capable of Thinking, is to con— 
« found the Ideas of Matter and Spirit.” To which 


I an- 


F Locke's Eſſay on Human Undeiſtanding, Book IV. Cap. III. 
Page 140. = | | | 


18 


1 


* 


5 viÞ 
8 1 


n 
a 
4 { 
. £ 
"RES. 
„ . 
" Wes 
ve 
5 VI 
XY, 


Pc ns 
8 a 231 D O99 e 
. ve. ht foam Ht CET. SO PS on Pe 
CY CO Ale av AE OM AA GALT AED ED 


JEWISH LETTERS. 19 


J anſwer, © That I no more contound theſe two 
« Ideas, than I confound the Idea of Matter with 
« that of a Horſe, when I ſay, that Matter, in ge- 


6. « neral, is a folid extended Subſtance, and that a 
% Horſe is an Animal, . e. an extended lolid Sub- 


« (tance, endowed with Senſe and ſpontaneous 
« Motion. The Idea of Matter is an extended 1o- 
« lid Subſtance; where-ever there is ſuch a Sub- 
« {tance there is Matter, and the Eſlence of Mat- 
« ter, whatever other new Qualities it ſhall pleaſe 
« God to ſuperadd to it For Inſtance, God cre- 
« ates an extended ſolid Subſtance, without ſu— 
« peradding any other Property; this, without 
« doubt, is Matter; to ſome Parts of it he ſuper- 
„ adds Motion, but it retains {till the Eflence of 
« Matter; other Parts of it he frames into Plants, 
« with all the Excellencies of Vegetation, but it 
« js (till Matter; to other Parts he adds Senſe and 
« ſpontaneous Motion, ſo that it becomes an A- 
« nimal : But all this doth not deſtroy the Eſſence 
« of Matter. Now, will any Man limit the Power 
of the Almighty, and ſay, that he could not go 
one Step further, and give to Matter, Thougnt, 
« Reaſon, and the Power of Willing?” To theſe 
Objections Dr. Seillingfleet could oppoſe nothing 
that was reaſonable. He had Recourſe to ſome 
general Arguments that had been over and over 
examined, and as often refuted. Let us then, my 
Friend, trankly acknowledge our Ignorance of 
the Nature of the Soul. We know that, in Men 
awake, it always thinks; but whether it doth ſo 
when we are aſlcep, is a Thing we can never be 
certain of. | 

As to what is alledged concerning the ſudden 
Loſs of Thought when a Man is awake, it can 
by no means be compared with the State of O- 
blivion into which the Soul falls when aſleep, ſup- 
poling it always to think: For the waking Man, 
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who forgets what was in his Head laſt Moment, 


becauſe his Mind is diſtracted by other Ideas, has 
notwithſtanding a perfect Remembrance that he did 
think, tho' he can't tell what; whereas the Man 
who has ſlept all Night, wakes in the Morning 
without knowing that the Mind has any Perception 
during his Sleep. We may look upon theſe ſud- 
den Slips in a waking Man to be the Conſequence 
of a continued Circulation of Ideas; but we can- 


not thus account for the Ignorance of the Soul, 


with reſpect to all the fine Thoughts it is ſuppoſed 
to have been entertained with, while the Body was 
aſleep. It is not without Reaſon that Locke adds, 
& Wake a Man out of a deep Sleep, and ask him 
« what he was thinking of; if he be not ſenſible 
„ that he was thinking, he muſt be ſomething 
« more than a Conjurer, if he is ſure that he ne- 
&« yer ceaſed to think. One might with equal Rea- 
de ſon affirm that he had not ſlept. This is, be- 
« yond all doubt, a Matter out of the Reach of 
& Philoſophy : There is nothing but an expreſs Re- 
e yelation could diſcover to another that certain 
« Thoughts paſſed in my Soul, when I did not 


« diſcover them myſelf. Thoſe People muſt be 


« quick-ſighted indeed to diſcern my Thoughts, 
« even when 1 myſelf declare that I cannot per- 
te ceive them. And what is ſtill more remarkable, 
« the ſame Eyes, which ſee more in me than J 
« fee in myſelf, can alſo diſcern that Dogs and 


« Elephants do not think; tho' theſe Animals 


« give us all imaginable Demonſtrations of their 
„ Thinking, except that they don't tell us as 
« much.” 

As to Dreams, dear Monceca, inſtead of favour- 
ing thy Opinion, take care that they do not over- 
turn it altogether; for they are an evident Proof, 
that, when the Soul does think in our Sleep, it 
communicates theſe Thoughts to the Body, ſo rt 

| | the 
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7 the whole Machine is ſenſible thereof. I agree 


1 with thee as to the Inutility of Dreams, but then 
iq they are occaſioned by ſecond Cauſes: They owe 
an their Exiſtence to certain Motions in the Brain 
ng during our Sleep. Their Inutility, therefore, can- 
on not be urged to excuſe that of the pretended ſecret 
d. Thoughts of the Soul, which it could not form 
ce but by a Power derived immediately from God: 
n. or they cannot be produced by any Paſſions of the 
= Body; otherwiſe it would be ſenſible of them, as 
e 4 is evident in the Caſe of Dreams. Locke then had 
„as Kealon to alledge the Maxim, %t Nature makes 
is Vebing in vain; and that it is not at all likely 
1 that the Soul ſhould have the Faculty of forming 


Thoughts, while the Body 1s aſleep, which are en- 
ble 4 1 it q 
= tirely uſeleſs. Read over again, with Attention, 
my dear Monceca, all the Arguments that Locke 
has urged in ſupport of his Sentiment, and, I hope, 
thou wilt be ſatisfied that he was not too poſitive. 
be. Adieu 
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E Letter without ſeeking Explications to e- 
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Laws themſelves into a Noſe of Wax. The 
Courts of Juſtice are never at a Loſs what ſort 
of Puniſhment to inflict; all their Care is only to 
ſee, that the Perſon accuſed be really guilty. This 
once decided, the Law pronounces the Sentence. 


In England, the Judge only reports the Proceſs; | 


*tis the Law that, properly ſpeaking, is the Judge. 

One cannot too much commend to prudent and 
judicious a Cuſtom ; for, whatever Probity Judges 
may be endowed with, *tis expedient to limit their 
Decifions, and not leave it altogether in their 
Breaſt to puniſh or acquit, according to their Hu- 
mour. The Heart of Man is ſo ſubject to Pal- 
ſion, and his Underſtanding is ſo often the Dupe of 
his Prejudices, that *tis next to an Impoſlibility 
he ſhould not err, whenever he acts under no Re- 
ftraint. If Judges did not need a Rule, written 
Laws had never been compiled ; they themlelves 
would have been a living Law to decide every 
Cauſe, as they pleaſed. But it was juſtly appre- 
hended, that Judges might ſometimes act like Men 
in the Diſcharge of their Office, and fee Things 
thro” the falſe Medium of their Paſſions ; and there- 
fore Laws were deemed neceflary. | 

I am aware, that a rigid Obſervance of the beſt 
Laws may, in ſome Inſtances, occaſion Inconve— 
niences which can't be avoided. I know too, that 


there are Caſes, wherein it might be wiſhed there was 


a Liberty of explaining the Will of the Legiſlator, 
and of fixing on the Law a more or lels reſtricted 
Meaning: But I am no leſs ſenſible that, if this 


Liberty was indulged to particular Perſons, it could 


not miſs to prove dangerous and fatal to the Pub- 
lick, It would accuſtom the Judges to decide 
arbitrarily, and open a wide Gate to numberleſs 
Miſchiefs. But when a general Rule is eſtablith'd, 
*tis not framed with a View to the particular In- 
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tereſt of two or three Perſons, but for the Publick 


Good of a whole Society *. 

Feneca, ſpeaking of the Roman Laws about In- 
ſolvent Debtors, which made no Diſtinction be- 
tween ſuch as failed thro' Misfortunes, and thoſe 
who were reduced by Gaming and Debauchery, 


ſcruples not to declare, that it is better a few ſhould 


be denied the Benefit of a juſt Excuſe, than a ſpe- 


cious Pretext ſhould be afforded to every one to 


elude the Penalty that the Law directs f. 

It is enough, my dear Iſaac, to make us acqui- 
eſce in the Deciſion of general Laws, if it can be 
demonſtrated that this Method is more beneficial 
to the Publick, and liable to fewer Inconveniences 
than that which inveſts the Judges with an arbi- 


trary Power. Now, every body will allow, that 


Men, in general, need ſomething to ſecure them 


againſt the Influence of Paſſion; and therefore, 


Judges, being but Men, have occaſion for this Se- 
caurity as well as others: And this they find in a 


ſteady Adherence to the Laws; theſe will at once 
direct their Judgment, and guard their Integrity. 
= From this Neceſſity of obſerving exactly the 
Will of the Legiſlator, there flows an equal Ne- 
ceſſity of having no Laws but what are ſtrictly 
Huſt and wiſe. Whenever, thro? the Change of 
Times and Circumſtances, Laws, which were once 
good and ſalutary, became hurtful or uſeleſs, there 
is a Neceſſity of repealing them. Nothing can be 
more deſtructive of the Publick Good, than the 
pplind Reſpect ſome Nations affect to pay to cer- 
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Fain ridiculous Laws, and to the Memory of thoſe 
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they were ſomething more than Men who iuſtitu- 
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= * Nulla lex ſatis commoda omnibus eſt : id modo quæritur 
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ted theſe venerable Cuſtoms, and that they were us 
certainly revealed as our Saviour's Laws were to 
us; avd conſequently, that the Violation of them 
would be puniſh'd by the Divine Diſpleaſure. Un- 
happy Conſequence of inveterate Prejudices! A 


whole Kingdom muſt fall a Sacrifice to the Im- 


pertinence of an old Law, or an immemorial 
Cuſtom ! 


We ſhould have leſs Veneration for Legiſlators | 


if we reflected, that there is not one of them, 


even amongſt the wileſt and moſt celebrated, Who 


has not introduced ſomething extravagant or ridi- 
culous; ſomething contrary to the Rules of ſtri& 


Morality, or, at leaſt, to Humanity. The famous 


8 ordain'd, by his Hartan Laws, that young 


omen ſhould wreſtle ſtark- naked before the 
Men; and likewiſe, that they ſhould dance before 
them in the ſame Condition, ſinging certain Songs. 
By this extravagant Inſtitution, the Lawgiver in- 
tended to take off the natural Effeminacy from 
the Women, and render them vigorous, that they 
might conceive healthy Children, and more ealily 7 


undergo the Pains of Child-bearing. Was not 
this a pretty odd Method of bringing in a Breed 


of ſturdy Females, at the Expence of the laſt Re- 
mains of Shame and Modeſty? Muſt not the 


Legiſlator himſelt have been loſt to Decency and 
good Manners, who could think of introducing 


a Cuſtom ſo plainly deſtructive of them? The}? 
very Pagans, in the Midſt of the Immorality and F? 


Darkneſs of their Religion, could not but ſec, 
that this ſcandalous Law was dire&ly contrary 


to good Senſe and Virtue. In the Audromache of 
Euripides, Peleas attributes the Lewdneſs of 11:- 
lena to her Spartan Education. It is not, ſays he, 
in the Power of Spartan Ladies to be chaſte if they 
would. Te come abroad in looſe Garments, thr 
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8 with the young Men; a thing I can't endure, Atter 
this, do you wonder that you have not a chaſte Iñ o- 


Heathen Poet, condemning ſo expreſly that De- 
bauchery which Lycargas had eſtabliſh'd on ſuch 
falſe and frivolous Pretences, is an evident Proof 
that Virtue and Modeſty have found Advocates, ] 
even among Nations whoſe Religion was but too . 
favourable to vicious Irregularities. Hirte, lays 
a Nazarene Doctor, was rever*d, even where Des | 
bauchery was moſt rampant F. May we not jultly | 
and amaz'd to ſce Men, who are charged with | 


the Government of Kingdoms, and preſcribe Laws 


to Mankind, more deficient, in reſpect to Modeſty 
and Virtue, than private Perſons? The Errors ſ 
of ancient Lawgivers ſhould ſerve as Cautions to | 
ſuch as, in latter limes, have a Power of cor- 
recting and repealing Laws: T he Conſideration 
of theſe ſhould take oft all unreaſonable Prejudice 
in favour of ancient Cuſtoms, and dilpoſe Men 
to give them no Quarter, whenever they are 
[rand either uſeleſs or dangerous. Can there be 
any thing more ridiculous, than to have a greater 

1 Regard either for a Man, or for a Cuſtom, be- 
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cauſe the Man has been dead, and the Cuſtom eſta- 
bliſhed, five hundred Years ago? If we were once | 
reer on this Principle, it would be eaſy to ſhew . 
that ſuch as diſcharge the Office of a Lawyiver ] 
would find Perſons enough to diſtinguiſł the Good 
Vo L. IV. C from 1 
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from the Bad, and to point out ſuch Laws as 
ought to be reſcinded. Lyczrgas eſtabliſhed in 
Sparta a Senate, conſiſting of twenty-cight Per- 


ons, in order to balance and kecp within Bounds 


the Power of their Kings. Ariſtutle cenſures the 
Conſtitution of this Senate, becauſe the Members 
were for Life. The Mind, ſays the Philoſopher, 
grows old with the Body; and tis highly unjuſt 19 
truſt Men, in their Dotage, with the Lives and 


Fortunes of their Conutrymen. — Plato could by no 


means approve of that inhuman Law made by Ly- 
cargus, whereby ſuch Children as were born ill- 
ſhap'd, or tender, were thrown into a decp Ca- 


vern, called Apotheta, at the Foot of the Mount 


Taygetuc. But Ariſtotle, on the contrary, runs 
out into the Praiſe of this unnatural Cruelty ; tho 
indeed it exceeds that of the moſt ſavage wild 
Beaſts. As to what Children, ſays he, ſhould be 
bred up, and what expoſed, the Law ought to pro- 
wide that none be brought up who are maimed, or 


any way tmperfed ; aud in ſuch Places where the 
J.aws of the Country will not permit this, Means 
ſhould be uſed to make the Methers miſcarry befor? 


the Children come to Life. — After reading an Ar- 
gument ſo abſurd, fo cruel, and ſo directly con— 


trary to Humanity ; I appeal to the World, whe- 
ther we ought blindly to adopt Laws, tho? made 
by Men molt famed tor Capacity in the Art of 
Government. Happy indeed is the Nation, where 
the Laws arc inviolably regarded, and where none 


are received but ſuch as are founded in Wiſdom 


and Equity! In many Countries the Judges take i 


a Liberty to raiſe themſelves above the Laws; 


they aſſume to themſelves a kind of deſpotick Au- 
thority, eſpecially.in criminal Cafes: And all thi; 
is owing to the Imperfection and Defeats of the 
Laws of theſe Countries. As the Judges have no 
Power to reſcind or alter thele Laws, they take 
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Whey very often 


nocent Perſons, 


. = 


>4 


care to put ſuch a Senſe upon them as fuits chels 
on Fancy: They explain them an hundred dit- 
ferent Ways, jult as they think every particular 
Caſe requires. In all theſe different Explications, 
intake the Movements of their 
gon Paſſions tor the Impreſſions of Jultice; and 
if at any time, by this Means, they fave ſome in— 


"tis probable, they as Otten ac- 
quit thoſe that are guilty. _ 


I return, dear Iſaac, to the Manner in which the 
English adinin? (ter Jul ice 


It is wile, prudent, 2nd 
* orthy the Imitation of all other Nations upon 
Earth. Whenever they perceive a Law to be want- 
902 for the Publick Good, they enatt it, and take 
care to put it in Execution. But if at any time this 

Law ſhall become hurtful, or be attended with 
any bad Conſequences, they don't feck to elude 


ide Force of it by vain Explications, but t initantly 
repeah it. 
exorbitant Power of Judges in Matters of Life, 
gor even Property, that they tie them down ftrictly 
to the very Letter of the Law: 
ing an unlimited Authority to inferior Magiſtrates, 
tney allow their Kings to be only Protectors of 
the Laws, without the leaſt arbitrary Power over 
1 them. 
3 [ike care of thy Health, dear Iuac; and may'it 
rt of wy 
vhere 
none 


The Eugliſh are ſo apprehenſive of the 


Inſtead of grant- 


ion be ever proſperous. 
London,. 
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AARON MoNCECA to ISAAC ONIS. 


| HE odd Humours, my dear [ſaac, which I 
have remarked in every Nation thro' which 
1 have travelled; thoſe Errors and Prejudices, 
which blind the Generality of Mankind, have led 
me to reflect ferioutly on the preſent il! State of 
Morality in Europe. The Europeans flatter them- 
iclves, that the Maxims they follow are better, 
and more conformable to Reaſon, than thoſe ob— 
lerved by the Africanus or Aſiatichs. However, 
when one nicely examines their Sentiments, eſpe— 
cially fuch as are founded on the Authority of cer- 
tain Divines, one Will find ſeveral of them as wide 
of Reaſon and Juſtice as thoſe of Caunibals or 
mere Savages. 
is no Surprize to fee Men blind to theſe Er- 
rors, Which they have early imbibed, and which 
are ſo artfully propagated amongſt them. They 
cover them with a Cloak of Picty and Religion, 
and ſo render them venerable: They believe that 
they are ſerving God when they deviate from the 
Rules of Morality; and ſhall we then wonder, 
that they often pay but little Regard to them? 
The firſt Nagarene Doctors * indeed delivered 
a Doctrine, ſo conformable to the ſtricteſt Equity, 
10 highly beneficial to Society, that the bittereſt 
Enemies of that Religion can't but acknowledge 
their moral Precepts infinitely more perfect than 
5 thoſe 
*The Apoſtles, 
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Z thoſe of the wiſeſt Philoſophers among the An- 
Z cients. Even our Rabbics themſelves frankly ad- 
mit, that if the Nazarezes lived up to their Prin- 
|: ciples, they would deſerve to be eſteem'd, and. 


| 2 preter'd even to Socrates himſelf. But, unhappily 


for them, and {till more ſo for us, they have al- 
moſt entirely renounced the Sentiments of their 
XZ firit Teachers; and their Morality, at this Day, 
is nothing but a kind of political Patch-work, 
varniſh'd over with an outward Reſemblance of: 
their ancient Syſtem. | 

It ſeems to me, dear Jſaar, that the Bulk of 
Manz ind are born to be the Dupes of a few de- 
® ſigning Men, who mean only to ſerve their own, 
E private lntereſts. About two hundred Years after 
the firſt Nag arene Doctors had opened the Eyes of 
their Diſciples, and taught them the Rules of ex- 


act Jultice, there began to ſpring up a Set of Di-- 


vines, who undertook to pull down what their 
2x Predeceſlors had ſo carefully built up“. Among 
= theſe there was one Origen, a Man of a dark and: 


ib oe RET 
n 
5 ES 


= gloomy Temper, who was for puſhing Matters to 


Extremity: He himifelf fell the firſt Victim to his 
own fantaſtical Notions; for in a violent Fit of: 
Enthuſiaſm he caſtrated himſelf, that he might be 
able to inſtruc the Women without running any 
Risk of Temptation. 25 
Fertullian departed ſtill farther from true Mo- 
2X r2iity: He publiſhed and maintained Principles ab- 


3 8 $2 Ras . 
BELLY, -'&; Tz 3 ly ON CENA 


ſolutely deſtructive of all Order and Government: 


Ne taught, that a Nazarene could not, in Conſei- 


2 ence, execute the Office of a Judge; plainly 
Xx <amning al! Magiſtrates, and inſinuating, that to 


be an Emperor was inconſiſtent with Chriſtianity. 

heſe firſt Errors, ſo contrary to ſound Mo- 

Irals, were ſoon increaſed by others, invented and 
3 „ I publiſhed. 


F 1 þ - 6 A ; 
F 2 mne Second Part of The Secret Memoirs of the Petublich, 
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publiſhed by ſucceeding Doctors: Every Age pro- 
duced ſome Author who fapp'd fome eflcntial 
Point of that noble Syſtem eſtabliſhed by the firit 
Teachers of the Nazarexe Religion. We can't 
indeed deny, that many of thele Writers were Men 
ot Genius and Learning; but they gave too much 
Way to the impetuous Motions of a heated Ima- 
gination, and lo became the firſt Dupes of their 
own Paſſions. In the Times when the Ariaus had 
the Emperor on their Side, Gregory Nazientemn 
declainied againſt all Perſecution: He warmly 


Mind could be convinced by nothing but gentle 
Methods. But this Ariau Emperor was no ſooner 
dead, and an orthodox one ſettled on the Throne, 
than the ſame Gregory wrote a Letter to Necka— 
7:45, defiring him to repreſent to the Emperor, 
that Piety and Religion required that Hereticks 
Mould not be permitted to aflemble; and that no 
Regard ſhould be ſhewn to the Privileges whic 

had been granted them. Thus, this Nazarene Doc- 
tor was ſo far from teaching the pure Morality 


of the firſt Founders of his Religion, that his Doc- 


trine came infinitely ſhort of the Rules of Pagan 
Philoſophy : By theſe Mankind were inſtructed, 
that I idclity, and Sincerity in keeping one's Word, 
is the Foundation of all Juſtice *. | 


the Nazarene Fathers who maintained Errors con- 
trary to Reaſon, and deſtructive of the publick 
Tranquillity. Auguſtine, a Man truly illuſtrious, 
of a ſublime Genius and quick Wit, but vain, 
haſty and impetuous, wrote at firſt with great Mo— 
deration and Learning againſt the Donatiſis; but 
in a little time his warm I emper became unma- 
nageable. From that Moment the Philoſopher va- 
niſned, and the controverſial Divine ſucceeded in 

2 "mo 

V Vide Ciero de Offuiis, Lib, I. Cap. VII. 


preach'd up a Poleration, and argued, that the. 


This Gregory was not the only one amongſt. 
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bis Room. Nothing would then ſerve our vene— 
9 . 4 1 
= rable Father but Perſecution, nay, even the utter 


= Deſtruction and Extermination of thoſe he called 


® lreticks, inſomuch that he deſerves the Title of 


Patriarch of Perſecuters. He had the Aſlurance 


io broach the abominable Doctrine, That we are 


not bound to keep Faith with Hereticks; becauſe 
ſuch have a Right to nothing, all Things being 
the Inheritance of the Faithful. Thus, according 
to this furious African, Contracts made by Na- 


= zarenes with Men of other Religions, bind no 


longer than till they have it in their Power to 
break them. How much preterable is the Mora- 
lity of Cicero? Fraud, fays the Roman Philoſopher, 


a 4 et 


. % far from excuſing, that it aggravates the Per- 
Jury *. 


It was not in their religious Diſputes only that 
the Fathers ſubverted moral Principles: They 
have often abuſed Paſlages of our Scriptures, to 
authoriſe their own erroneous Opinions. Ame 
broje, commenting upon that Pſalm where David 


=» contetles that he had ſinned againſt God only f, eſta- 
>» bliſhes upon theſe Words the moſt abſurd and in— 


human Doctrine perhaps that ever was taught. 
He lays, in expreſs Words, that David did not 
fra againſt Uriah, when he cauſed him to fall in 
Battle; becauſe Kings, being abſolute Maſters of 


the Lives and Fortunes of their Subjects, may diſ- 
= poſe of them as they think fit, without being guilty, 
= --/ore Men, either of Craelty or Injuſtice fg. One 


would find it a hard Task to reconcile this Prin- 


= ciple with his haughty and imperious Behaviour 
towards the Emperor TYeodeſius, which the Naza- 
X r7cnes however have greatly magnified, or with 
the many grievous Injuries with which he haraſs'd 


Magnentius. 


* Cicers de Cſſei, Lib. III. Cap. XxXII. 
{ Pſa. LI. Ver. 4. 


t Ambroſu Apologia Davidis, Cap. X. Pag. 479. 
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Magnentins, This Conduct was far from corre- 
ſponding with that exorbitant Power, which, in 
this Paſlage, he beltows ſo liberally on Kings. 
Can any thing be ſo mad, extravagant and cri- 
minal, as to maintain, that a Prince, who de- 
bauches the Wife of one of his Subjects, and takes 
away the Life of her innocent Husband, fins only 
againſt God, but does no real Injuſtice to him 
who falls a Sacrifice to his Cruely? To be ſen— 
fible of all the fatal Conſequences of this Doc- 
trine, we need only reflect on the terrible Diſor- 
ders which inſeparably attend it. 


There is, ſays the learned Brayere, a Sort of 


Commerce, or Exchange of Duties, between the $9- 


Tereign and his Subjeds ; which are moſt binding, 


1 will not determine. This would be to judge, on 
the one ſide, of the ſti Engagements to Reſpect, 
Duty, Obedience and Subjection; and, on the other, 
of the no leſs ſacred Obligations to Goodneſs and Ju- 
ſtice, of which the Prince is the proper Guardian. 
To ſay, that he is abſolute Maſter of the Fortanes 
of his Subjects, and acconntable to none, 1s the Lan- 
guage of a deſigning Favourite, or of an abjed Slave *, 
Behold! my dear Iſaac, a Morality more re- 
fined than that of Ambroſe. Indeed the flavith 
Submiſſion which he recommends, was a Thing 
unknown amongſt the Pagans, even thoſe of them 
who were moſt devoted to a detpotick Govern- 
ment. 80 far were they from believing that 
Kings might invade the Properties of their Sub— 


jects, or take away their Lives unjuſtly, that He- 


rodutas | informs us, that the Perſiaus had amongſt 
them a Law, by which their Kings could not put 
a Man to Death for a ſingle Crime. By the ſame 
Law Lords were forbid to uſe their Slaves rigo— 
rouſly for the firſt Fault: They were enjoined 
always 
* Charaferes ou Menrs du Cicele, Tom. J. 
i Herodo!, Lib. I. Pag. 67, 
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always to conſider, whether the Faults of their 
Domeſticks were greater than their Services; in 
this Caſe they were permitted to gratify their Re- 
venge, and puniſh the Criminal as they thought 
nt. 
What a wide Difference, dear Iſaac, is there be- 
tween theſe wile Laws of Pagans, and the Opt- 
nions of ſome Nazarene Divines! Is it not ama- 
ring, that Men, enlighten'd only by the feeble 
Beams of Reaſon, ſhining through a thick Cloud 
of Pagan Darkneſs, ſhould, notwithſtanding, have 
a juſter Notion of Morality, than the learned 
Men and Prieſts among thoſe who acknowledge 
the Unity and Spirituality of the true God? 
Some of theſe ſeem not to have under ſtood the 
plaineſt Rules of good Manners, while they broke 
through the moft ſacred Ties of Society. They 
*Zhave violated the Laws of Friendſhip : Paſſion 
and Zeal hath ſo blinded them, that they have, 
by the vileſt Calumny, endeavoured to blacken 
and defame their moſt intimate Friends; and all 
for no other Reaſon, but ſome little Difference 
in Opinion about a certain Point of Doctrine. 
= Jerome, a Man of a daring Genius and ſatyrical 
ben, whole Stile comes little ſhort of Cicero's 
Purity and Elegance, falls bloodily upon his old 
= Friend Kuffinus, becauſe he had gone in to ſome 
of Origen's Notions. All the Ties of an intimate 
= Friendſhip, which had ſubſiſted between them for 
many Years, could not ſet Bounds to his reli- 
_=Zgious Fury; the turbulent Paſſion muſt empty it- 
ſlelf in a ſcurrilous Libel. Happy had it been for 
zzhim, if he could have practiſed the ſage Leſſons of 
a Heathen on the Subject of Friendſhip ! Inſtead of 
"Mvcſpattering the Reputation of his Adverſary, ho- 
welt Cicero would have taught him to uſe him 


22 
18 
5 
3d 


„6 


with good Manners, and to convince him by 
gentle Methods, 
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34 JEWISH LETTERS. 
True Friendſhip taſtes no Pleaſure or Satisfac- 


t104 afart from theſe who hade an Intereſl in it *. 
This delicate Sentiment is but little felt by Di— 
vines, eſpecially ſuch as dip into Controverly : 
There is nothing but what they'll ſacrifice to their 
Paſſions; and the Moment a Friend ceaſes to 
think juſt as they do, he loſes all his Intereſt in 
their Aﬀections. Nay, their Friendfhip is turned 
into Hatred, and they forget, at once, all the 
Rules of Decency and Juſtice. They would not 
ſtick, if it was in their Power, to root out from 
the Face of the Earth, by Fire and Sword, all 
tuch as are guilty of the unpardonable Sin of re- 
fuſing to continue their Slaves f. A melancholy 
Sign this, of bad Principles, of falſe and dangerous 
Morals, which varniſh the moſt pernicious V ices 
With the ſpecious Colour and Name of Virtuc. 


Nec fas eſſe ulla me voluptate frui, 
Decrevi tantiſper, dum ille abeſt meus 
Particeps. | 2 

| Terent, Heaut, Act. 1. Scen. Il, 


+ The Eccleſſaſticks have, in all Ages, invented fine 


Names to gild over their cruel Perſecutions againſt their 
Enemies, or rather againſt thoſe they did not like. 1 
fhall bury in Oblivion, ſays a Biſhop of the fifth Cen- 
tury, who was perſecuted for Neſtorianiſm, the Chains 
and Confiſcations, the Marks of Infamy and bloody Ma/- 
facres; ſo tragical, that thoſe who were the unhaj|y 
Witneſſes of them, could ſcarce believe their own Eyes : And 
all theſe Tragedies were acted by Biſhops —- Among ihm 
Impudence paſſes for Courage; they call Cruelty Zeal, and 
Treachery is honour'd with the Name of Prudence, 
Siu T4 55 ua. Ta Ii0uoTiee, Ta; Cults, Tas I 
Alas Tis ui, Th T govwy Exitira Nexuare 2 
UTE THY THpav are Is Une GIALv 47 iSetva Y TAU 
pauvarupytiTai dU money IA — nd\paguTas 
ard\peia vevoeyurar, i awoTens {ines wroudrat, & d. 
col NETNᷓ O 15 Mt. Etherius Tyran norum Epi ſcopus, inter 
opera Theodoreti, Tom. V. Pag. 688, 689. 
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If there be any whollome Morality amongſt 
the Nazarenes, they owe it to the Laity, and not 
to the Clergy. Grotius and Paffendorf have done 
more Service to the World, by their Writings, 
than all the Divines both ancient and modern. 
= Theſe judicious Lawyers have gone back to the 
very Fountain; they have carefully examined all 
= the Motives of Action, which the Light of Na- 
ture furniſhes ; and theſe they have ſupported by 
the Authority of the primitive Nax rene Law- 
zgivers, whom 1 juſt now commended. In cor- 
recting Abules, and reforming the Errors of thoſe 

Nen who had eſtabliſhed the Dictates of their own 
Caprice, their Hatred, or Ambition, as Points of 
Morality ; they have expoſed the naked Truth, 
which others had made it their Buſineſs artfully 
| But notwithſtanding their utmoſt Ef- 


able to do but a Part of the Good they propos'd. 


oo many Divines, equally zealous of their own 


2 


Errors, and of thoſe of their Predeceſſors, have 


done all they could, and are till exerting them- 
ſelwes, to difcredit every Work which teaches a 
pure, plain Morality, and condemns all the Vio— 


llence and Cruelty which they would conſecrate 


Ft 
*» — 


by the ſacred Name of Religion. 


When the admirable Treatiſe of the &:phzs 
<< of War and Peace (ſays Puffendorf) firſt ap- 
= CC 


„ pear'd, the Clergy, inſtead of thanking the An- 
= (CC 


thor, form'd a Conſpiracy againſt him. This 
excellent Book was not only put into the Iadeæ 
Expurgatorins of the Popiſh Inquiſition, a thin 


f 


BM not ty be wondcr'd at; but ſeveral Proteſtant 


„ Divines labour'd to blaſt its Credit. 
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Methods were uſed when Grotizs's Law of Na- 

ture and Nations was publiſh'd; the Feſurtes of 

Vienna procur'd its Prohibition *.“ 
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Believe me, my dear Iſaac, this implacable H1- 
tred of Divines towards thoſe who have endea- 
vour'd to maintain the Rights of Mankind, and 
teach them their Duty, is the greateſt Obſtacle to 
ſound Morality. One may ſafely ſay, that more 
Benefit may be receiv'd from the Study of Pre- 
cepts left us by Pagan Authors, than from the 


Works of certain Doctors, who, notwithſtanding, 


paſs tor Oracles in the World. Miſerable is thc 
State of thoſe Nations who know no other Mo- 
rals than what comes through the Hands of the 
Spaniſh, Italian, or Portugueſe Inquilitors ! 
Adieu, dear Iſaac; and fail not to beg of God, 
that he would enlighten the whole human Race: 
For though we are Fews, we ought notwithſtand- 
ing to wiſh, that the Nazarexes practis'd better 
Morals. Our Intereſt is concern'd in the Matter; 
if the Spaniards and Portugueſe would once adopt 
the Opinions of Grotias and Paſfendorf, they would 
not butcher our Brethren in the barbarous Man- 
ner they now do. May the God of our Fathers 
multiply Bleſſings upon thee. 


London, , 
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LETTER CLVII. 


Is AAc ON IS ro AARON MON CE CA. 


HOU wilt doubtleſs, my dear Moxceca, 
0 be much ſurpris'd at my Silence, and ac- 
= - cuſe me perhaps of Indolence and Ne- 
glect. But, I dare ſay, thou'lt alter thy Opinion, 
when thou heareſt that I lately made a Voyage 
to Jeruſalem. As I was ſo near the holy City of 
David, and had a ſtrong Deſire to viſit that illu— 
ſtrious Capital of the Kingdom of our Fathers, 1 
= took the Opportunity which offer'd of a Ship 


bound from Alexandria to St John d' Acre. 


It is not poſſible to expreſs the Agitation of 
3 Mind I felt, as I paſs'd through Paleſline. Joy, 
Sorrow, Devotion, Anger, Veneration, Spite, all 


© theſe Paſſions paſs'd ſucceſſively in my Mind: 
and ſometimes they ſeem'd to meet all at once 


in my diſturb'd Breaſt. Happy Abede ! (cry'd 1) 


7 where the God of Iſrael was heretofore ſerv'd by 
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is People, with a Splendour ſuitable to his Worſhip ; 
= have my Eyes the Pleaſure of beholding thee* But 
alas the melancholy State of thy once flouriſhing 
Cities and ſtately Palaces! I ſee nothing but Ruins, 


the poor Remains that have eſcap' d the C rueliy, the 
Rage and Fury, of our Enemies. Juſt God! to 


Mom Vengeance belongs, remember thy People! 
At theſe Words, my dear Monceca, abundance 
Tears guſh'd from my Eyes; and though 1 

W 2cartily condemn the revengeful Temper of our 

Brethren, 


Vor. IV. 
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| Brethren, yet I conld not hinder a holy Fury from 


icizing me at that I ime, and getting the better ot 


all my philoſophical Reflections. I threw myſelf 


upon the Ground, and turning my Face towards 
the Ruins of the Temple, from which I was not 
above fifteen Leagues diſtant, I pour'd forth the 
Prayer uſed by our Brethren in their Synagogues, 
at certain Seaſons in the Year. Look down, 0 
Lord] behold the Ewils which our Enemies do unto 
#5. Remember all the Cruelties of Nebuchadonaſar, 


aud thoſe of Titus: And, above all, O God! remem- 


ber Adrian, the moſt cruel Deſtroyer of our Nation; 
who ſet up Images on thy Altar, and polluted thy 
holy City with Idolatry; who ſack'd and raz'd nine 
hundred and eighty Towns, and burnt ſour hundred 
and eighty Synagogues *, 

My Griet increas'd, as I approach'd Fernſalem ; 


and I felt my Heart pierc'd with a thouſand 


Wounds, when I beheld the Ruins of our Temple. 
The Tur“ have built a Moſque in the Place where 
the outer Court ſtood, and which is ſtill pav'd 
with black and white Marble. About the Middle, 
and in the very Place where was the Holy of Holes, 
there ſtands a Mahometan Temple, adorn'd with a 


very grand Dome, ſupported by two Rows of 


Marble Pillars. In the Middle of this Dome, 
there is to be ſeen a large Stone, from which, the 
Tur allure us, Mahomet took his Flight to Heaven. 
Judge, my dear Monceca, what Deſpair mult fill 
the Mind of a true 1/raelite at the Sight of this 
intamous Edifice, erected on the Foundation of 
Solomon's Temple. My extreme Concern would 
| | not 


* There is, in a 7euiſh Ritual, an Hymn ſor the ninth Day 


of the Month Ab, in which aic theſe Words, Recordare, Dom 


ne, qualis ſuerit Adrianus, crudelitatis con/ika armpltyus, conſuluit idols 
ſe pervertenita, & ſuſtulit combuſſirque quadringinta & i (yna- 
£0749, Tractatus Talmedicus, Giffin dictus, apud Joan a Leut, 
de Judcorum Pleudo-Metiis, Pag. 18. 
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not allow me to ſtay long at Jerzja/em. Satis fied 


Impieties and Abominations which our Enemies 
have committed there, | return'd to Cairo, carr y- 
ing along with me a Box fill'd with the ſacred 
Earth on which the 1emple was built. I did not 
this in Imitation of the ſuperſtitious Nag arenes, who 
T teſtify an infinite Reſpect for certain Places about 
= 7erzſalem. I am not fo credulous as to think, 
that there is more Virtue in that Earth than any 
other; but I chuſe to have it by me, as a Memo— 
rial of all the Miſery our Crimes have brought 
upon our Country; and that I may thereby be 
excited to become more virtuous. 
When I reflect, dear Iſaac, on the fad Calami- 
ties that our Fathers endur'd, J am tempted to 
think, they were guilty of ſome atrocious Crimes, 


3 . — 


more than we ever heard of. Nay, I mutt tie ly 


XX own to thee, that was I not firmly perſuaded of 
the Truth of my Religion, when I confider all 


4 our Misfortunes ſince Nag areniſin took its Riſe 


in the Worid, I ſhould be inclin'd to believe, that 


2X the Prophecies have had their Accompliſhment; 


aud that the God of Iſrael hath abandon'd his Peo— 


"XX plc, and made choice of ſome other Nation in 


their Stead.. 
Without dwelling upon the firſt Deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem by Titus, I run over, with Aſtoniſhment 
and Horror, all thoſe Evils brought upon the Fews 
by Adrian. After that cruel Emperor had put to 
Death Barcokebas, and taken the City Bitter, the 
laſt Reſource of Jrael, he order'd the Statue of a 
Hog, cut in Marble, to be placed over the Gate 
of Feruſalem which looks towards Bethlehem. He 
"3 took the Stones of Solomon's Temple, and built 
with them a Theatre, and ſeveral Temples to his 
falſe Gods. He hs a Statue of Jupiter in the 

I 
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ſame Place where the Sanctuary had ſtood. He 
forbid the Jews, on Pain of Death, to enter Fe- 
ruſulem; and cut off the Ears of Numbers, whom 
he baniſh'd into different Countries. 

If the Cruelty exerciſed towards us in Spain 
and Portugal did not demonſtrate to what a high 
Pitch a ſavage Diſpoſition may ſometimes riſe, one 
could ſcarce give Credit to the I ragedies, which, 
our Hiſtorians tell us, were acted in Judea by 
Adrian and his Soldiers. They inform us, that 
after the taking of Bitter, the Slaughter was ſo great, 
that Rivulets of Blood rau with ſuch Rapidity, as 
carried beſore them Stones of four Pounds Weight *, 
They tell us further, that when the Romans were 
Maſters of the City, they aſſembled all the Scholars 
of the Place, and burnt them alive, together with 
their Books, becauſe, in the Beginning of the Siege, 
theſe Youths had ſallied out, and done Execution 
among the Enemy with their Pen-knives and Steel 
Pencils . Thus they made Self-defence a capital 


Crime. The Loſs of Bitter was attended with 
the utter Diſperſion of our whole Nation. The 


Ils we endur'd under Titus, were but I'rifles in 
compariſon of what we ſufter'd under Adrian. 
He drove Multitudes of the Fews to Fairs, and 
told them like ſo many Horſes: Others he ba- 


nich'd into Egypt, where they periſh'd with Famine 


and Fatigue. 

Is it poſſible, dear Mouceca, that God ſhould 
expole a whole Nation to ſuch diſmal Calamities, 
if their Crimes had not requir'd ſo ſevere Correc- 
tion? I can't but ſtill think | had Reaſon to ſay, 


that our Hiſtorians hide from us the true Caule 3 
why the Almighty abandon'd his People to the 


(;ruelty of their Enemies. Certainly the Few: 
had committed ſome grievous Offences againſt the 
Romans, at which God was angry. Under the 


Len, Pag. 18. f Joan. a Lent, Pag. 13. 
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Pretence of Religion, 'tis poſſible, they had com- 


mitted Murder, and ſtain'd their Hands with inno- 
cent Blood. We'll ſee Cauſe for theſe Suſpicions, 


it we give Credit to the Writings of a certain 


Nazarene Father, who liv'd within two Ages aiter 


Z Aarian. This Author aflures us, that the famous 
*XZ Barcokebas, who ſtirr'd up the Fews to rebel againſt 


the Romans, was a notorious Impoſtor, and plun- 
ged our Nation into an Abyſs of Miſery, out of 
which it has not hitherto been able to emerge. 


This Wretch, who gave himſelf out to be the 


2 Meſiah, made uſe of a I rick to breathe Fire and 
Smoke *; by which means he impoſed upon his 
= Countrymen, and perſuaded them to revolt. By 
an Exceſs of Fanaticiſm, ſcarce to be diſtinguiſh'd 
= from Madneſs, he oblig'd all the eus who came 
do ſerve in his Army, which conſiſted of two hun- 
= dred thouſand ſtrong, to cut off a Finger, as a 
Proof of their Courage. This Monſter, born for 
the Ruin of his Brethren, had the Addreſs to ſe- 


= duce almolt the whole Nation. The infatuated 
= People enter'd into his Views, and ſhook off, tor 


a time, the Roman Yoke; and, in order to juſtity 


their Revolt, and all the bloody Murders that at- 
= tended it, they alledge the molt frivolous Pre- 


text that ever was heard of. T'o this even our 


Z own Hitltorians agree: The weak Reaſons they 


bring in defence of the Fews taking Arms, ſeem, 


in a manner, to jultify all the Cruelties of the Ro- 


mans towards them. | 
If we believe the Account which the Talmud 
gives us of this Matter, the War made by Adrian 


4 upon the Jews, was occalion'd by the cruel and 


barbarous Murder of ſeveral Romans. This Book 
intorms us, that the Fews had an ancient Cuſtom 
to plant a Cedar when a Son was born, and a 


Pine at the Birth of a Daughter. 'Thele Trees 
— - '1 | 
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grew up till the Children were diſpoſed in Mar- 
riage ; at which T ime they cut them down, and 
made of them the nuptial Bed. Adrian's Daughter 
paſſing through Fadea, the Chariot in which ſhe 
rode, happen'd to break ; and her Attendants, be- 
ing ignorant of this Few: Cuſtom, cut down 
one of theſe ſacred Trees to repair the Princeſs's 
Chariot: Upon this the Fews riſe in a Mob, and 
murder all the Romans that were in her Retinue “. 
Nothing can be more ridiculous and falſe 
than this Story; for, *tis certain, the Emperor 
Adrian never had a Daughter. But admitting the 
Account to be true, did not our Fathers deſerve 
to be ſeverely chaſtiſed for rebelling on ſo trifling 
an Occaſion? Was is not monſtrous Barbarity 
to murder the Guards of a Princeſs, for a Thing 
they could not poſſibly underſtand to be a Fault: 
Rejecting theſe chimerical Dreams of the Tal- 
mud, let us frankly own the Truth, that the Im- 


poſtor Barcokebas, and the mutinous Diſpoſition 


of our Fathers, drew upon our Nation all the 
Miſchiefs we have ſuffer'd. Inſtead of remem- 
bering the Calamities that fell heavy upon them 
in the Days of Titus, and which ought to have 
ſerv'd them for Warnings to guard againſt the like 
for the future, they provok'd the Romans by Re- 


bellion ; and, by their Cruelties and Murders, of- 


fended God, in whom alone they ought to have 
truſted. 


It muſt indeed be ingenuoufly acknowledg'd, «8 


that as never any People ſuffer'd as we have done, 
ſo never was there a Nation upon Earth, whoſe 


Pride, Cruelty and Obſtinacy, did ſo much deſerve 


to be given up by God. And, which is ſtill worſe, 
muit part of our national Guilt has been occa- 


fion'd 


Trac. Talmudico-Babyl. Giffin diffur, ſolio 37, apud Fob. 4 


Lent ac fadeorum Pſcudo-Mifiis, Pag. 3. 
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fion'd by the Inſtigation of ſuch as cover'd their 

Villainy with a Cloak of Religion. 

Our paſt Misfortunes ſhould be for ever before 

"Four Eyes, to prevent our becoming the Dupes of 
any new Impoſtor. Whenever the promiſed Meſ- 

ab ſhall come, to knock off our Fetters, and to 
put an End to our Bondage, there will be no Oc- 
caſion for us to ſtain our Hands with Blood; his 
Power alone will ſubdue the moſt rebellious Heart. 
A ſingle At of his Will ſhall produce whatever 
he delires. To him, nothing ſhall be impoſſible. 
They are falſe Prophets, and Impoſtors, who build 
their Doctrines on the Ruin of a Part of Man- 
k ind. Indeed, 'tis Folly and Extravagance to aſ- 
ſert, that God will ſend us a Deliverer, only to 
” authoriſe us to commit all Sorts of Cruelties on 
our Fellow Creatures. Thoſe who form ſuch 
an Idea of the Meſſiah, paint him pretty like a 
= Spaniſh Inquilitor General. 
Leet us therefore reject theſe falſe Notions ; and 
let us be aſſured, that our Deliverer, when he 
comes, will be ſo far from ſetting the World in 
ga Flame, that he'll diffuſe Peace and Harmony 
through all its Quarters. 
= PFarewel, my dear Monceca; and take care thy 
= Expectations from the Meſſiah, be worthy of the 
Divine Wiſdom and Goodnefs. 
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LETTER CLVIIL 


AARON MoONCECA r ISAAC Onis. 


1 is not without Reaſon, my dear Iſaac, that the 


 Nazarenes cenſure ſo ſeverely the moſt part ot 
our Authors. They charge them with having 
forg'd a thouſand odious Tales injurious to their Le- 
giſlator, and with having falſified ancient Hiſtory, as 
much through Ignorance as Malice. It can't be 
denied, that the 7ewiſß Writers have given juſt 


Occaſion for theſe Complaints; for, to ſay nothing 
of the groſs Legends foiſted into the Talmud, on 


purpoſe to blaſt the Memory of Feſus of Nazareth, 


who taught ſo pure a Syſtem of Morality, as no. 
Tſraelite Philoſopher can forbear admiring it: Not 


to mention theſe, I ſay, what ſcurrilous Libels 
have the Rabbies ſcatter'd abroad ever ſince the 
firſt Appearance of Nazareniſm! I know not, 


dear Iſaac, if thou art acquainted with a Book, the 


Author of which liv'd about four or five hundred 
Years ago, though he is at a good deal of Pains 


to give his Work the Air of Antiquity, that it 


might paſs as written ſoon after the Death of the 
Nazarene Lawgiver. The Fraud, however, is 
eaſily detected; and the Nazarezes, far from dread- 
ing the Conſequences of this Book, have been at 
the Pains to publiſh it. They have printed it with 
ſuch learned Notes, as not only confute this Au- 
thor, but may juſtly make our whole Nation bluſh, 


for their Credulity and want of Capacity to di- 
tinguiſh Rp 
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tinguiſn Truth from Falſhood, Thoſe who, with- 

put Examination, adopt all the Calumnies which 
Fre publiſh'd againſt our Adverſaries, never con- 
ider, that hereby they furniſh a Rod to correct 
themſelves. 
and are not wholly blinded with Prejudice, are 
fill'd with Indignation to ſee us reaſon upon falſe 
Principles: They will pay no Regard to the Teſ- 


Such as make uſe of their Reaſon, 


timony of that Author, who has the Effrontry to 


advance a notorious Falſhood. This is the Rea- 
Fon that Truth can't be brought to Light, but lies 


buried under the Ruins of thoſe Falſities with 
hich it is blended. 

Nothing, my dear Iſaac, is ſo deteſtable as the 
Lies recorded in the Work of which I am ſpeak- 
Ang. When our Rabbies maintain, that the Na- 
FKarene Legiſlator is not the Meſſiah, I think they 


put act up to their Principles; but when they forge 
ſcandalous Falſhoods, no honeſt Man will alledge 


a Word to excuſe them. It muſt be allow'd an 


unqueſtionable Truth, that Feſus of Nazareth was 
born of a Woman of an unexceptionable Cha- 
racter. His Followers ſay, that he was conceiv'd 

*Þy the Power of the Holy Ghoſt ; and the mode- 
rate Part of the Fews ſay no more than, that he 


as the Son of Joſeph and Mary. But the Author 


of this Manuſcript endeavours to palm upon the 


Publick the molt ridiculous Fable concerning his 


According to him, © a certain Man in the Reign 


of Herod, whoſe Name was Papas, the Son of 
Jeb, married a Wife nam'd Miriam, the Daugh- 

ter of Kalphus, and Siſter of Rabbi Simeon Ha- 
“ talph, This Miriam was very handſome; and 
t Papas, her Husband, being very jealous, took 
care to have her conſtantly ſhut up at home. 
„All his Precautions however were to no Pur- 
g pole; for on a certain Feaſt Day, when the 
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*« zealous Husband was gone abroad, one fofep) ö 


% SPaudira, a Naxarene, came under the Window 


of Miriam's Lodging, and addreſs'd her in theſe 


* Words: Miriam, Miriam, how long will you 
« live thus impriſoned? To which ſhe replied : J. 


« ſeph, Foſeph, ſet me at Liberty and I will f. 


* lowthee. Whereupon Foſeph immediately brings 
a Ladder, and receives Miriam out at the Win- 
% dow. Both of them went together to Bezhlehezn, 
e and about a Year after Miriam bore Feſus ; and 
* afterwards many Sons and Daughters *.” 


Can there be any thing more abſurd than this 


odious Tale, which is contradicted by every Man 
of Senſe among our own Writers. This the Pub- 
liſher hath made plainly appear in his learned 
Notes. He has further proved to a Demonſtra— 
tion, that the Few! Author, in order to give au 
Air of P'ruth to the Fables he relates, hath bor- 
rowed leveral Things from the Nazarene Scrip- 


tures, and groſly miirepreſented them to make 


them ſerve his Purpoſe. Of this kind is the Cloſe 


of the above Quotation. The Sous and Daughters 
plainly refer to the Brethren and Silters of J 


mentioned in the Goſpels; tho” every body knows 


theſe Terms are often underſtood in a large Senſe, = 


to fignity any near Relations f. 


The Hatred of this Few:/þ Writer is not ſatis- 
fied with defaming the Birth of the Nagarene 
Lawgiver; he would likewiſe make him pals for 
a Parricide: And to this Purpoſe tells a Story ſtill 2 
more grols and ridiculous than the former. Je- 


&« ſus, ſays he, coming to underſtand the Manner 
0 


oe 


„count thereof, he departed with his Mother to 

© Nazareth; where, pretending to be ill of the 

„% Tooth Ach, he told his Mother, that he had 

. 3 „ lgarned 
* Hiſtoria Jeſchuæ, Pag. 45. Bs 

it Huldries Note in Hiſt, Jeſebuæ, Pag. 10. 
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of his Birth, and finding himſelt lighted on ac- 
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learned from Books a certain and eaſy Remedy 


; | for his Diſtemper, which was to hold the Nipple 


of her Breaſt between his Teeth. The Mother 


| readily conſented to allow him; and he had no 


ſooner got a faſt hold, than he told her he would 


* never quit it till ſhe confeſs'd to him the whole 
„ Truth of his Birth. I will, ſays Miriam, con- 


4 feſs the whole : Papus was my lawful Hnsband 3 


: $ of my 
1 theſe Words he was 1o enraged, 


For their own Credit, 


other Children are the Fruit 
onverſation with Joſeph. At 


that he ſlew 
his Father, and then retired into Galillee *.“ 


ls it poſſible, my dear Iſaac, that our Brethren, 
ſhould not ſtifle a Book 


but you and all 
criminal 


4 tuffed with ſuch glaring Falſhoods? Might they 
hot eaſily ſee, that ſuch an infamous Book would 


By the Charge brought againſt them by the Na- 


Farenes, that they are Men who regard neither 


Y 2 ruth nor Decency, provided they can but blacken 


I their Adverſaries? When a Philoſopher reads theſe 


Abſurdities, and reflects that they are not only 
3 ee but even maintained by the Fews, as in- 
conteſtible Truths; has he not Reaſon to con- 
zenſe, 4 3 


-lude, that all our Authors, in general, for above 


ſixteen hundred Years, are Cheats and Deceivers ; 
and that all, 
void of common Senſe ? Was there ever a more 
ſilly Lale than that of the Tooth Ach, and the 
Evite Expedient Feſ#s had Recourſe to, in order to 
« Je— 1 

pretended Aſſaſſination of Foſeph ; 
In ac- 


who give any Credit to them, are 


ome at the Knowledge of his Father? I paſs the 


becauſe it is a 
Fact to which, not only the Nazarene Hiſtorians 


ive the Lie, but alſo our moſt ancient Rabbies, 
of the 


e had 


-arned pf his being guilty of Parricide. 


ho, amongſt all their malicious Calumnies to 


Peſpatter the Nazarexe Lawgiver, never ſay a Word 


Fot 


* Hiſtoria Jeſchue, Pag. 32, 33. 


48 JEWISH LETTERS. 


For my own part, I ſhall no longer wonder at 
the inveterate Hatred the Nazarexes bear to y; 
eus: The extravagant Madneſs of moſt of ou 
riters ſeems to merit it all. Indeed, conlider- 
ing our unworthy Behaviour, it may juſtly be 


wonder'd, that they ſuffer any of us to live a. 


mongſt them at all. I am fully ſatisfied, how- 
ever, they take a much wiſer Courſe, and revenge 
themſelves effectually, when they treat all ou 
flat Jeſts, and low Wit, with the utmoſt Con- 
tempt. 3 

Before I finiſh my Letter, I ſhall take Notice 
of an Attempt made by the pitiful Author before 
mention'd to ridicule the Miracles of the Nasa. 
rene Legiſlator. + He went, ſays he, with two 
of his Diſciples to an Inn; and asking the Hot 
if he had any thing to eat, he anſwer'd, that he 
« had only a Goole. Jeſus took it, and turning 


&« to his Diſciples, ſaid, This Gooſe is too little 


& for us all; let us therefore go to Reſt, and hc 
„e that has the beſt Dream ſhall eat the Gooſe in 


« the Morning. They did ſo; but Fehxua roſe 


ce in the Night and cat the Gooſe alone. When 
« the Day began to dawn, Peter ſaid, I dreamed 
&« that I fat on the Right Hand of the Son of God. 
*& 1 am he, ſaid his Maſter, and I dreamed thou 
% didſt fit on my Right Hand; mine therefore is 
the better Dream: But Jehuda ſaid, I dreamed 
« that I eat the Gooſe. Upon this they began to 


&« look for it; but in vain, for Fehxda had really 


«eat it up. 


Did ever a Nurſe quiet her Child with ſuch _ 


ſimple Stuff as this? Have not the Nazarexes al 
the Reaſon in the World to deſpiſe ſuch pitiful 
Shifts, ſuch mean Efforts of Spite? Let us, my 
dear Iſaac, addreſs the Supreme Being, that be 


PT Hiſtoria Jeſelu æ, Pag. 51. 
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der x would enlighten all true Hraelites, and teach them 
to vzi Mot to abuſe their reaſonable Faculties by writing, 
f our r giving Credit to, Fables and Impoſture. Adieu. 
ET London, . 
ve a- 
don, eee ce ee 
8e res 
1 on Fee 
Con- 1 
Joticc A LETTER CLES. 
before | 
Naza IS AAC Onis ro AARON MONCECA. 
b two BM 
e Holt Am perfectly well acquainted, my dear Mon- 
hat he ceca, with the Book mentioned in thy laſt. 
urning lt is one of thoſe miſerable Performances, 
little Fhich are the Off-ſpring of our Rabbies ; and, in 
ind he Fäeality, is as diſhonourable to Jdaiſn, as the 
oſe in Collection of Viſions in the Talmud. As l ain 
a roſe pow turn'd Caraite, I have a Right to treat with 
When Lontempt all theſe ſpurious Writings, dictated by 
eamed Flalice, and conſecrated by Paſſion and Prejudice 
f God, o the Service of Religion. 
1 thou The Pallages thou halt cited from the pretended 
fore i Viſtory of Feſus of Nazareth, are far from being 
camed pe molt ridiculous in that Collection of Fables. 
gan to Pehold one, which, in my Opinion, exceeds the 
really Doſt abſurd Things that ever dropp'd from the 
Fen of any Hiſtorian! „“ Fehxda, ſays that Author, 
h ſuch FF Went privately to the King, and told him, that 
nes all Jeu was arrived. The King immediately ſends 
pitiful certain young Prieſts to meet him, who ſaid to 
as, my Jeſus, We are neither Deceivers, nor wicked Per- 
hat he t; we believe your Doctrine, only we deſire 
would ; %% world perform ſome Miracle before us. Feſus 
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complied with their Requeſt, and, by virtue of 
Vol. Iv. 7 
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ce the all-powerful Name of God, did in their 
« Preſence many Wonders. Now Feſzs and his 
« Diſciples did not obſerve the Faſts commanded 
„ by the Law, but drunk Wine mingled with the 
« Water of Oblivion, even on the great Day of 
« Expiation; and afterwards went to Sleep. But, 
„ in the Night, Soldiers ſurrounded the Houſe 
« wherein they lodg'd, and bound them with 
« Chains. Jeſus did all he could to recollect the 
ce ineſfable Name, but in vain. 
ce then conducted him, together with all his Fol- 


« lowers, to a certain Priſon, call*d the Houſe of 


„ Blaſphemy, becauſe they had blaſphemed God. 
„In the Morning the News were brought the 
« King, that Jeſus and his Diſciples were appre- 
« hended. The King gave Orders, that they ſhould 
« be kept cloſe Priſoners until the Feaſt of 7a- 


« bernacles, when all the People came to aflemble 


before the Lord, according to the Ordinance of 
« the Law of Moſes. Then the King commanc— 
« ed, that Feſus*'s Diſciples ſhould be led forth 
« without the City, and ſton'd; which was done 
« accordingly, in the Preſence of all Iſrael, who 
« ſang Songs, and gave Thanks to God, for en- 
„ abling them to puniſh thoſe wicked Men *.” 
Not to mention the palpable Blunders and groſs 


Falfitics in this Paſlage, ſufficiently refuted not 


only by the Nazareze Hiſtorians, but alſo by thoſe 
of our own Nation; I ſhall only point out one 
molt glaring Abſurdity, obvious to the Obſerva- 
tion of every unlearned Reader. If all the Dit- 
ciples of Feſas were ſtoned about the Feaſt ot 
Tabernacles, and himſelf crucified ſhortly after, how 
came the Sect of the Nazarenes to get Footing, 
and become ſo powerful? From whence came 
all the Miſſionaries, who preach'd its Do rines 
in ſo many and diſtant Countries? Being thus 


cruſh'd 


* Bi. Feſthue, Pag. 67, 68 and 69, 


The Soldiers 
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their cruſh'd in the Beginning, could it ſpring up again 
id his put of its own Aſhes? The Rabbinical Hiſtorian 
nded Foreſaw theſe Objections, and has endeavour'd to 
h the pbeiate them; but, indeed, in ſuch a lame and pi- 
iy Of Rita] Manner, as it he had been intoxicated with 
But, the Waters of Oblivion, which, he told us, hin- 
loule der'd Jeſus from recollecting the zneffable Name 
with of God. Is not that a rare kind of Proof, which 
N the depends on the Authority of poctical Fables, and 
Idiers. on the Dreams of Cabbaliſts, the moſt infatuated 
Fol- Pools in the World! It is here, my dear Moz- 
aſe of geca, we mult ſearch for the Springs of theſe Wa— 
God. ters of Oblivion, which never ſwell'd any Streams 
t the but thoſe of Lethe: Here we muſt look for the 
ppre- hidden Virtue of the ½ e Name, which never 
hould yet produced any Wonders, but that of turning 
f 7a the Heads of a few crazy Rabbies. | 
2mble *F This Author, whoſe Writings thou juſtly de- 
ice of ſpiſeſt, ought, in my Opinion, to fit Chief among 
nand- = the worthleſs Tribe that plague the World with 
forth their inſipid Works. Never any of his Fraternity 
done came up to what he relates concerning the Pro- 
who pagation of Nazareniſm, after the Death of its 
Ir en- Author. It came to paſs, ſays he, that the Inha- 
+” e bitants of Ai, hearing that Jeſus was crucified, 
groſs “ had a bitter Quarrel with the /ſraelites : I'hey 
I not “ put all to the Sword they could meet with, till 
thoſe F< they had matlacred upwards of two thouſand ; 
t one F< lo that the ſrael:zes durſt no longer go up to 
ſerva- “ keep the Fealts at Jeruſalem. The King there- 
Dif- fore declared War againſt the Men of Ai, but 
aſt of“ could not ſubdue them; for there were, at 
how g“ that Time, in Jeruſalem, great Numbers of {edi- 
, by 3 5 
oting, “ tious Perſons, and Lovers of Novelties. Some 
came of theſe found Means to get into Az, and ſpread 
trincs g“ a thouſand Fables: They reported, that, three 
thus 3 Days after the Death of Jeſus, there fell Fire 
ruſ:'d 
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ſrom Heaven upon his Body, which reſtor'd 
55 | % him 
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« him to Life; and that afterwards he aſcendcg 
« jnto Heaven. The Inhabitants of A: gave Cre- 
&« dit to theſe Seducers, and became more and 
© more determin'd to revenge, on the Vraelites, 
« the Death of Feſus. Fehnda, knowing the Re- 
« ſolution of theſe Zealots, wrote them a Letter 
« to this Purpole: The Peace of the Lord remaias 
« wot with the Wicked; why then do the People 
« ſuffer themſelves to be deluded with Lies? Come 
« zp to Jeruſalem, and you ſhall ſee your pretended 
« Prophet buried in a common Sewer. | 

« Upon this, the People of Az diſpatch'd Mel- 
« fengers to Feruſalem, who ſaw the Body of Je- 
« ſas where it was interr'd. But theſe Meſſengers 
« returning to Ai, inſtead of declaring the Truth, 
«K affirm'd, that Fehada's Letter was ltutPd with 
« Lies; and that great Numbers, in Jeraſaleim, 


« were come over to Feſzs's Party, and had re— 


% volted againſt the King. On theſe Tidings, the 
« Tnhabitants of A; cut the Throats of all the 
« Wile Men in the City, and continued the War 
againſt the Jſraelites *.?. 
We have here, my dear Monceca, a Detail of 
Facts mention'd by no other Hiſtorian, Pagaz or 
Nazarene. It is rcally amazing how a Man, tho' 
ever ſo much addicted to Lying, ſhould not bluth to 
publiſh to the World ſuch an odious Romance 
for true Hiſtory. He ought, at leaſt, to have 
given an Air of Probability to his Fictions. There 
never was any thing ſo contradictory, and incon- 
ſiſtent with common Senſe, as to ſay, that the 


Diſciples of Feſus were ſton'd, that the Inhabitants 


of Jeruſalem were pleaſed with their Death, that 
the People of Ai came and ſaw the dead Body ot 
Jeſus; and at the ſame time to aſſure us, that theſe 
very People were the firſt to draw their Swords 
in his Quarrel. Can we blame the Nazarenes, if 

| os they 
Y Hiſt. Jeſchua, Pag. 95---97. 
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{A . . he | 
they treat our Rabbies, in general, as a Crew of 
vile Impoſtors; and even decry Fadaiſm itſelf, 
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pbecauſe built on their Writings, which are nothing 


elle but a Mats of ridiculous Fictions, and ground- 


eſs Calumnies ? : 
If all our Brethren follow'd the wiſe Maxims 


4 f the Caraites, none would throw thoſe Re— 
"proaches upon them. Our Faith is founded only 


on the Sacred Scriptures: Theſe Oracles are in- 


4 


fallible, and therefore we can never be deceiv'd. 


7 defend our Religion againſt the Nag afenes, we 


never have Recourſe to the mean Shifts of pious 
Frauds. They attack us from the Scriptures, and 
by the ſame Weapons we defend ourſelves. If 
they could prove to us, that the Scripture Prophe- 
cies are accompliſh'd, we would not heſitate one 
Moment whether we ſhould embrace their Faith: 


But this can never be. When the promiled Lamp 
of Iſrael ſhall be lighted up, its Brightnets will be 
= viſible to all: It will be vain to ſhut our Eyes, 


for its Rays will ſhine through the thickeſt Dark 


A, 


1 neſs. The great Delign of the Meſſiab's Coming, 


is to ſave all the Fews: ?Tis ridiculous then to 


Z ſuppoſe, that he would leave by far the greater 
Part in blind Ignorance. 


This, dear Monceca, is our ſtrongeſt Argument 


2 againit the Nag arenen. They affirm, that the Meſ- 


v1 
2 
4. 
1 +4 ＋ 4 
— ae 


2/12 is already come: But what Benefit have the 


Jeu reap'd from thence? Do not the Scriptures 
& plainly ſay, that he was to come for them, as well 
Jas from them? Notwithſtanding, do we not 


ee all Sorts of Calamitics center on our Na— 


tion? We are driven from Feruſulem; the Temvie 
of the living God is deſtroy'd; Sacritices are abo— 
liſn'd; we are, at this Day, a Prey to the Malice, 
to the Avarice, and tothe Cruelty of all Nations. 
Are theſe the Bleſſings promis'd on the Coming 


= of the Mefſiah? Is this the bright Star Which was 
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to illuminate 1/rael, and complete our Happineſs: 
Our Misfortunes are too plain a Proof, that ou: 
Deliverer is not yet come. When he ſhall appear, 
the Nazarenes themſelves may know him, by the 
Favours he'll ſhower down upon us. He wil 
deliver us out of Bondage. Our Liberty, our 
Glory, our Proſperity, will be ſuch ſtrong Evi. 
dences of his Commiſſion, that the molt obſtinate 
Enemy ſhall be forced to yield to them. 

Adieu, my dear Monceca; thou may'(t exped, 
in my next, ſome further Remarks on the imper— 
tinent Work of this Rabbinical Impoſtor. 


o. 
Cairo, a 


HOKIN EEE EV 
C5, ws A — * 8 . _ 
$*'60 - 7 


ASHES ASI ASI DAG 


LETTER CLX. 


Isaac Onis o AARON MoNCECA. 


ther Account of the Abſurdities and Fables 
which the Rabbies have inſerted in that ridicu- 
lous Book, call'd the Hiſtory of the Legiſlator « 
the Nazarenes. I ſhall begin with a Paſlage which 
follows that already mention'd, and in which the 
iameleſs Hiſtorian continues, in theſe Words: 
+ The King and his Wiſe Men obſerving, that 
the Inhabitants of Ai grew every Day more 
powerful, and that the Number of the Seditious 
and Wicked (among whom the Brethren and 
« other Relations of Jeſus were chief) was now: . 
* greatly increaſed, took Counſel together what 
Method they ſhould purſue in ſo critical a Con- 
«© juncture, Jehuda, being invited to the Council, * 
| 4e Was 5 


I Promiſed, in my laſt, to give thee ſome fur: 


* 


nels? 
it Our 
par, 
Dy the 
Will 
„ Our 
Evi. 
ſtinate 


xpeR, 
mper- 


CA. 


e fur- 
Fables 


1dicu- - 


tor of 
which 


Ch the 


Fords: 


„ that 


more 
ditious 


n and 


s no.?“ to addreſs the People in theſe Words: Hear me, 


33 3 e Inhabitants of Ai; aſſemble 
1 Foot of the Tower, and I will acquaint you with 


40 the Commands of Feſus. The People were {truck 
was 


what 
Con- 
anc, 


* 
* * 
ms 


was firſt ask'd his Opinion; to which he replied, 
„„ Behold Simeon Hakalpaſi, Uncle to Jeſus, he 


„ zheir Eyes, declaring, that he does all 


= CC 


= © pineſs in a future State, and I'll obe 
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i a venerable old Man : Diſcover to him all the 


e Myſteries of the ineffable Name, and ſend him 


« z9 Ai; let him perform Signs and Wonders before 
the 
% Power of another. The People of Ai will un- 
duubtedly believe, that he performs all theſe Mi- 


[ 


e racles by the Power of Jeſus; the Phraſe being 


23 © ambiguous, and calculated to deceive: bor theſe 
Morde, by the Power, or Virtue, of another, 
may ſignify, in the Rabbinical Stile, to act by Con- 
i ſtraint, being directed and forced by the Power of 
another. 75 Citizens of Ai, without doubt, will 
1 « give entire Credit to Simeon; who muſt be in- 
e ſtructed to perſuade them, that it 1s the Will of 
jeſus hey e ceaſe perſecuting the Iſraelites, 
and leave him to take Vengeance on them himſelf. 
The King, and all the Wiſe Men who were 
with him, approv'd of Jehuda's Advice: They 


> © ſent immediately for old Simeon, and propoſed 


= © the Matter to him. Swear to me, ſaid he, that 
what you command me ſpall not prejudice my Hap- 
you with 
= © Pleaſure: Pl ſpread falſe Reports among ſt your 
Enemies, and perſuade them to put an End to 
the War againſt Iſrael. Upon this, all the Wiſe 
Men and Elders {wore to Simeon, and reveal'd 
to him the Myſteries of the All-powerful Name. 

= *© He ſet out immediately for Ai; and when 
he was come near the City, he form'd a thick 


„ dark Cloud, whence iſſued terrible Claps of 
Thunder, with Flaſhes of Lightening. Simeon 


having plac'd himſelf upon this Cloud, began 


yourſelves at the 


« with 


—_— 
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with great Fear, and repair'd in Crowds to the 
Place directed: Simeon (till riding on his Cloud, 
tranſported himſelf thither alſo, and at laſt de- 
ſcended on the Tower. All the Inhabitants of 
Ai laid themſelves at his Feet, while he ſpalcc 
to this Purpoſe : [am Simeon Hakalph, the Uncle 
of Feſus ; who lately appear'd to me, and ſent me 
to declare unto you his Mill: For Feſus is the Hon 


of God, and I will teach you his Law. Having 
ſaid this, he work'd many Miracles before them; 


ſo that the People of A: believ'd him, and cricd 
out, We will obey you without reſerve, and what- 
ever you direct us, that we will do. Simeon Ot— 
der'd them to go home to their Houſes. In the 
mean time he remain'd in the Tower, and com- 
pos'd ſpurious and wicked Laws, according as 
he had promis'd the King and Elders. He chan- 
ged the Alphabet, and gave new Names to the 
Letters, as a I oken that all his Preſcriptions 
were Lies and Impoſture. Now the Alphabet 
he invented was this; a, be, ce, de, e, ef, cha, 
1% Re, el, em, en, o, p, qu, er, eſt, te, u, tex, 
etzet, et. And this was the Explication of it: 
My Father was Eſau the Hunter, and he was 
faint, Go. 

„ This Simeon compos'd many Books, ſtuft*d 
with Fables. Theſe he call'd the Collection e 
Iniquities; but the People of Az fancied he gave 
them the Name of, the Father, the Son, and th: 


Holy Ghoſt. He alſo wrote ſeveral Books i + 


the Names of the Diſciples of Jeſus, particular- 
ly the Revelations in the Name of ohn. Nor 
was it without Deſign that he compos'd this 
Book, becauſe the People of A: believ'd it con- 
tains the deepeſt and molt ſacred Myſteries, c.“ 
Doſt thou think, dear Monceca, that among all 


the Fairy Tales there is any thing equal to this 
ridiculous Story of Hakalpaſi? Is it poſſible to 


imagine 
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; 4 make an honeſt Confeſſion, I promiſe you everla 
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agine a more extravagant Fiction, than the Law 


4 eliver'd from the Top of an high Tower, by a 


Perſon riding thither on a dark Cloud? Can any 


hing be more ſcandalous and immoral, than the 


ath he requir'd of the Elders, that his Fraud to- 


wards the lnhabitants of Az ſhould not indanger 
bis Salvation? I will not ſay where is the honeſt 


an, but where is the Villain, who has Aſſurance 


enough to maintain, that jt is lawful, under the 


Mask of Religion, to take the Advantage of the 


'Credulity of a People, and perſuade them to com- 


mit the greateſt Crimes? 


his Rabbinical Hiſtorian had Notions as re- 
pugnant to Virtue, as to Truth: He muſt have 
been as much a Cheat as a Liar; for he has no 
-$cruple to make uſe of the moſt indirect Means 
to gain his End. To prove this, read the follow- 


ing Paſſage in his own Words: © Rabbi Ak went 
* to Nazareth, and inform'd himſelf where Me- 
—* 2zerat, the Wife of Karchat, dwelt. As ſoon as 


e he knew it he repair'd thither, and finding her 
e alone, her Husband being gone abroad, Daxzh- 
ter, laid he, 75 by ſingular good Providence I find 


en thus alone. I conjure you, by the great God 


of Heaven, to tell me truly your Amoars ; ip 
ms 
Happineſs. Rabbi Ak, to draw the Truth out 


t of her, gave her his Oath; but it was his Mouth 


only, and not his Heart, that ſwore. The Wo- 
man then anſwer'd: I am Miriam, Siſter to Si- 


meon Hakalph; Papas was my true Husband, 


but I left him to follow Joſeph, &c. Rabbi Ak 


F having heard her whole Story, rent his Clothes, 


Sc. * 55 | 
Muſt not this Rabbi, my dear Monceca, have 
en a very odd kind of Man? He ſcruples not to 


6 \ allow a falſe Oath, and to invoke the tremen- 


duous 
* Hift. Jeſchuæ, Pag. 24, 25. F 
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duous Name of God to procure Credit to his 
abominable Lies. But he can't bear to hear a 
Story of Gallantry ; nay, the holy Man tears hi; 
Clothes in Token of his Abhorrence ot the Thing, 
as if deliberate Perjury was not as great a Crime 
as Adultery. But ſuch ſtupid Writers as this Au- 
thor ſeldom make their Stories hang well to; ge 
ther. How can we expect any thing ſolid and 
conſiſtent from ſo fe a Blockhead as this igno- 
rant Rabbi! 

1 ſhall conclude my Letter with a pretty comi: 
Story of a very odd Accident that befel ſome ct 
Feſus's Diſciples, as this Author thus gravely rc 
lates it:“ Simebn Hakalph, ſays he, went to the 
40 Ing, and defir'd Leave to go and deltroy al! 
te the Partizans of Jeſus which were in Jerzſcic: 
« The King anſwer'd, I give my Conſent; 0, 
« and the Lord be with yort, Then Simeon weil 
« privately to theſe wicked Men, and ſaid ; Cor, 
& let us go up to Ai, and there you fhall "ſee 2 
« Sous 7 Miracles I have done in the Name 
„ Jeſus, aud thoſe I am about to perform: Up! 
« which great Numbers ſet out for Ai, and man; 
« of them rode along with en on the Clond 
« But, while they were on the Way, he thru! 
« them from the Cloud to the Ground, wher: 


te they were cruſh'd to Pieces by the Fall. . 


e hen immediately returns to Jeraſalem, and ic: 


„% quaints the King with what he had done; wi. 


« rejoiced greatly, and kept nee ever after a 
et his Court 


Now, dear Monceca, [ appeal to thee, whether 


1 did wrong in going over to the Caraites : ; WOui 
a wiſe Man continue of that Sect, whoſe pri. 
cipal Doctors teach ſuch groſs Abfurdities? | 
one had (tudied to invent a Fable, with a Delis 
to make a Book womens, he could ſcarce has 

| Outae! 


* Hiſt. Jeſchuæ, Pag. 125, 126, 
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Hutdone our Rabbi. I don't believe, that in all 
Hr io/to, there is a more whimſical Viſion than 


Mis of mounting Perſons, whom we want to get 
id of, on a Cloud, and then breaking their Necks 
A Man veſted with 
uch Powers; who could travel in ſuch uncouth, 
Acrial Paths, did he ſtand in need of ſo ridiculous 
Stratagem to deſtroy his Enemies? It would 


Have been, at leaſt, as eaſy to have puniſh'd them 


n a common Method: T'o what Purpoſe then 
did he hoiſt them up into the Air, and hazard the 
ming ſome. honeſt Man, who might happen to 
he under the Cloud when he tumbled them down? 
Ih truth, my dear Moxceca, none but a Rabbi could 
er have dream'd that the Clouds rain'd Men. 


1 Adieu; mapy'ſt thou be bleſt with Health, and 


Victory over thy Enemies. 
8 KKK K* 
Cairo, . 
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LETTER CLXT, 


JJ acos BRITO w AARON MON CEA. 


JF! is now eight Days, my dear Monceca, ſince 


11 arriv'd in Africa: | had a fine Paſſage from 
Lisbon to Algiers; the Winds were ſo very fa— 
I urable, that they have in ſome Meaſure aton'd 
detaining me ſo long in Portugal. 
/r1ers is built in Form of an Amphitheatre at 
hs It affords a very 
Ind Proſpect to one that views it ſome Leagues 


gm Land; but we no ſooner ſet Foot on Shore, 


u unmediately we form a quite ditkerent No- 


* 1 L 3h 
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tion of it. The Buildings are low, and ill con- 
triv'd; the Streets are narrow, ill pav'd and naſty, 
Algiers, when we come Cloſe up to it, reſemble; 
exactly one of thoſe dirty Villages that lie in the 
Road between Turin and Lions. I cannot com- 
prehend what Reaſons could induce Moreri to 
aſlert, that there are in this City ſeveral magniti- 
cent Palaces. In reality, the belt Houſes here are 
much interior to the meaneſt Sort in Europe. Lo 
have a juſt Idea of the Palace of the Dey, we need 
but fancy four or five ruinous Inns converted in- 
to one Lodging. The Mole is the only Edifice 
which deſerves the Attention of a Traveller: Up- 
on one End of it there ſtands a ſtately Tower, 
which ferves for a Light-houſe: It is of a conſi- 
derable Height, and well fortified with Guns. 
The Tarks have been at a good deal of Pains to 
perfect this Work ever ſince the laſt Bombard- 
ment, and at preſent they reckon themſelves ab- 
ſolutely ſecure againſt the like Danger. No Ship, 
they fancy, dares venture ſo nigh as to bombard 
the City, for fear of being funk by the Batteries 
on the Mole. The Europeans, however, Who 
live here, alledge they are not ſo ſafe as they ima- 
gine; and that all their Fortifications ſerve only 
to make it more difficult for an Enemy to bom- 
bard the Place. AF 
The Government of Alzrers is not in the Hands 
of the Native Africans; on the contrary, they are 
no better than Slaves to the European Tur. The 
ancient Inhabitants of the Country are, at this 
Day, groaning under a very cruel and tyrannical 
Yoke. There is a wide Difference between the 
Algerines call'd Moors, and thoſe nam'd ovly 
Tarks. Thou wilt be pleas'd, perhaps, to learn 
the Cauſe of this Diſtinction, made between Peo- 
ple born in the ſame Country, and profefling tie 
lame Religion. - 
When 
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con- 5 q \When Africa became entirely Mabometan, thoſe 
nalty, Who are called Moors, were then the only Inha- 


mbles tants of ir, and, while they changed their Reli- 
in the Pon, they ſtill continued ablolute Maſters of their 
com-. Arn Country: So far from being under a foreign 
ri to Moke, they made vaſt Conqueſts in Ezrofe, and 
gniti- Id alrcady ſubdued the greateſt Part of Sparz. 
re are Wany Years after theſe Conqueſts, ſeveral 7zrks 
To Jom the Levant came and ſettled on the Coalt 
> need f Barbary. They met with the more favourable 
ed in. Mecception, becauſe the Meors, by their Expedi- 
difice Hus into Spain, had very much depopulated the 
Up-.  Fountry 5 and therefore were glad to ſupply this 
ower, Pots by the ſcaſonable Arrival of fo many new 
confi: Phabitants. Ihe Number of theſe increaſed by 
Guns. Pegrecs; till at laſt, finding themſelves ſtrong 
ins to Hough, they railed a Rebellion, and ſeized upon 
ibard. We Government: They ſet up a King or Dey of 
es ab. Weir own Nation, and left the ancient Natives 
Ship, 8 nly the empty Shadow of Liberty. hey added 
mbarg Tontempt to Severity in this new Government. 
terics bey made a Law, by which any Moor who dares 
who I moch as to threaten a 7xrk, ſhall have his Hand 
V ima- Art off, and then be put to Death. The Tarks 
: only | I ink 1 the greateſt Diſgrace to marry into a Ho 
Don. my; and they generally hate them as heartily 
a Nazarene hates a Few. 
TOR 4 In Procels of Time, the Africans were wholly 
er are ore out of Spain, and forced to return to their 
ey ate arixe Country. Then it was that they begg'd of 
; The e Zur, who were now Maſters of Africa, to 
it this ermit them to take Sanctuary in it; and willingly 
unica = bmitted to the ſame Conditions with their Coun— 
en the —F'1 men who had been conquered: T hey thought 
any! emſelves happy in being indulged a fafe Retreat, 
learn o' it was purchaſed at the Expence of their Li— 
1 Peo- erty. Ihe Txrks have preſerved their Authority 


ng tc er ſince this Reyolution : They haye the ſame 


ep 1 
.<: 
©: wa 
1 
* 1 2 F ys 
F 8 7 4 
2 2 Ke 
- 
1 
£ o 
> 8 
* 


. 1 Power; 


62 JEWISH LETTERS. 


Power; they ingroſs all publick Employments. 
and, in ſhort, are abſolute Malters of the Go— 
vernment. As the Moors are much more nume— 
rous, they frequently ſend for conſiderable Re- 
cruits from the Levaut, to ſupply the Place of 
thoſe Zarkiſh Families who are on the Point of 
being extinct : 80 that the ancient Inhabitants 
cannot entertain the molt diſtant Hopes of ever 
being able to recover their former Liberties. In- 
deed, one would be tempted to think they had ob- 
literated the very Remembrance of them, and were 
become thorough-paced Slaves. They have {o 
little Spirit left, that they'll never attempt to re- 
cover their Liberty by Force. An hundred Zarks 
would not fear to engage two thouſand Moors, 
and could as eaſily defeat them. Thus, as the 
Tur have ſo mean an Opinion of the Moors, and 
the Moors, on the other hand, are ſo poſſeſſed 
with the Notion of the Zzr&:;þ Valour, theſe go— 
vern the others with an eaſy and deſpotick Sway. 
Tho' the whole Kingdom of Algters, whether 
Turks or Moors, call themſelves Subjects of the 
Grand Seignior, we may notwithſtanding look up- 
on them as a free Republick, whoſe Government 
1s wholly within itſelf. The Tarks elect their 
Dey; and whatever Protection the Grand Seignior 
may indulge him, it will not keep him upon the 
Throne, or ſave his Lite, when his Conſtituents 
take it into their Heads to depoſe or ſtrangle him. 
The Dey is not abſolute, but, in the principal Af- 
fairs of the State, is directed by the Deciſions of 
the Divan. This Council is compoſed of the 
chief Inhabitants of the City. 
| The Power of the Dey, however, is not limited 
with reſpect to particular Perſons : His ſingle Will 
can demand the Heads of the firſt Men in the 
Kingdom; and it often happens that this arbitrary 
Power is very much abuſed, eſpecially when they 
apprehend 
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apprehend an Inſurrection, or want to poſſeſs the 
Eſtate of ſome rich Grandee. But, notwithſtand- 
ing all theſe cruel Executions, there are very few 
Deys but ſooner or later come to a tragical End. 
The Government of molt African States is not 
unlike that. of ancient Koe. The African Sol— 
diers are as inſolent and unſteady as che Roman 
Legions: And too many of the Sovereigns in 
this Country bear a very near Reſemblance to the 
Caligula's, the Nero's, and the Drocleſtar”s. 

As it is Guilt that commonly raiſes a Dey to 
the Throne, the ſame for the moſt part pulls him 
from it. A Prince reigns no longer in Africa, 
than till ſome intrepid Villain riſes up, who dates 
risk his own Life to murder him. One may ſee 
three or four Perſons ſecretly plotting againſt 
their Sovereign, and even aſſaſſinating him, in the 
Midſt of his Army; and the moſt ſurpriſing Cir- 
cumſtance is, the ſame Army ſometimes acknow- 
ledges one of the Murderers for its King. This 
Revolution is brought about with as little Noiſe, 
as if only the meaneſt Wretch in the Kingdom 
had been deſtroyed. 
| Amurath, the Bey of Tunis, had long exerciſed 
the molt unheard of Cruelties in his Dominions, 
| and, by a Chance, as unhappy for his Subjects, 
as fortunate for himſelf, had always detected the 
| Conlpiracies formed againſt him. Theſe Diſco— 
veries were followed by the molt cruel and bloody 
| Executions, in which the innocent were frequent- 
| ly involved with the guilty. All fuch as he ima- 
| gined were not blindly devoted to his Intereſt 
| iell a Sacrifice to his Suſpicions. | 
Ibrahim, Aga of the Spahis, reſolved to com- 

plete an Enterpriſe, which had ſo often mitcar- 
| tied, without communicating his Deſign to any 
Mortal. The Bey marching from Tanis at the 
Head of his Army, in order to chaſtiſe the Moors 
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that lived in the Mountains, Ibrahim, on the ſe- 
cond Day's March, chooſe to execute his Pur- 
poſe when that Prince was riding in his Coach. 
The Moment he ſtopp'd at a ſmall River, thc 
Aga ditfcharged a Musket loaded with ſeveral Bul- 
lets into the Coach. Mabomet, one of the Bey”; 
Minions, was kill'd ; but the Bey himſelf received 
only a ſlight Wound in the Thigh. Awzrath 
jumping out haſtily to take immediate Vengeance, 
his Robe was cntangled by the Coach Door, 
whereby he fell to the Ground, and ſo gave Ira. 
him an Opportunity to ſtrike off his Head wich 
his Sabre. During this whole Action, which laſted 
half a Quarter of an Hour at leaſt, the Bey'z 
Guards, little expecting ſuch a Scene, looke 
quictly on. Only one Txr#, after all the reſt 
had forſaken their Prince, oftered to detend him. 
and fired a Piſtol at Ibrahim. But the Moment 
he perceived the Bey was dead, this faithful Ser- 
vant took to his Heels, in order to ſave himſell 
from the Reſentment of the new Bey, who al- 
ways protects the Murderers of his Predeccllor, 
becauſe to them he owes his Crown. 

On this Occaſion the Crown was placed on 
the Head of the Aſſaſſin. Ibrahim was recognize 
Bey, and ſo reap'd the Fruits of his own Guilt 
The Fate of his Predeceſſor demonſtrated to him 
on how precarious a Bottom he ſtood. Expert 
ence taught him, that the ſame Crime which had 
exalted him to a I hrone, might with equal Fate 
force him from it. And therefore he applied him- 
ſelf to inſpire the Txrks with different Ideas of 
Virtue and Glory from theſe they had imbib'd: 
He endeavour'd to make them ſenſible that tho) 
_ ought to exert themſelves to the utmoſt in tic 
Preſervation of their Sovereign. He order'd the 
Turꝭ that had fired the Piſtol at him to be brought 
before him; nor did any Body queſtion but be 

3 would 
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would be put to ſome cruel Death. But the new 
Prince, far from any ſuch Deſign, received him 
with a Smile; and told him, that he judged of 
Things very differently from the Vulgar; that he 
citcemed him infinitely for having ſo bravely de- 
tended his Sovereign and Benefactor ; that he de- 
fired the Favour of his Friendſhip, and appointed 
him Aga of e 

If we read ſuch a generous Action in any anci- 
ent Author, we would not fail to beltow upon it 
the higheſt Commendations. It would be publiſh- 
cd all over Europe, and propoſed as an Example 
in ſuch Books as ſhould be wrote for the Educa- 
tion of Princes. But the Fact happening in a 
barbarous Country, and being perform'd by a 
king who is but little known, will be buricd in 
eternal Oblivion, unlets ſome dilintereſted Lover 


| of Virtue, in whatever Country it is found, tranſ- 
mit the Memory of it to Poltcrity. 1 readily ad- 


mit, my dear Monceca, that perhaps this gencrous 
Action of Ibrahim did not proceed ſo much from 
Greatneſs of Soul, as from Policy, to gain the 
Hearts of his new Subjects, and to prepare him— 
ſelf a Defence againſt any who might preſume to 
make an Attempt on his Lite. But whatever 
was the Principle of this heroick Action, it can- 
not be denied but there is ſomething in it truly 
grand and noble. Were we to pry into the ſe— 
cret Motives of the illuſtrious Steps of the moſt 
celebrated Princes, there ate few but what might 
be aſcribed to political Views. The Clemency 
of Auguſtus to C1442 pailes for the molt glorious 
Action in that Emperor's Life; but was he not 
determined by Intereſt in this Inſtance? He had 
found the molt bloody Prolcriptions ineffectual to 
lecure his Life; he therefore reſolved to try what 
F 3 gentle 


* This Event fell out: ite) je aſter the Duke 4“ Free: had 
renewed the Treaty ot 14175, 
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gentle Methods would do, and found them ſuc- 
_ ceſsful. 

I doubt not, but if the African Princes would 
imitate the Kings of Europe in their Manner of 
Government, they might be able to inſpire their 
Subjects with Sentiments of Affecion and Venc- 
ration for their Rulers. But, as Matters now 
ſtand, how can they expect to reign in the Heart; 
ot their People, ſince they are more properly 
theic Hangmen than their Fathers? The Dey of 
Alziers is the common Enemy of every individual 
Citizen; his chief Study is to find out ſome lpe- 
cious Pretence or other, to ſtrip his Subjects of 
their Property, and to take away their Lives. They 
in Return pay Obedience to him, only becaulc 
they are compelled ; and wait impatiently the Mo- 
ment when they can tree themlelves from his I'y- 
ranny. What Confuſions! What Revolutions 
may be expected in that State, where the Subjects 
are Enemies to the Sovereign, and the Sovereign 
the Deſtroyer of his Subjects! The Deys of 4, 
grers are like Leeches, who glut themſelves til! 
they burſt. The Sovereign, in this Country, plun- 
ders, robs, kills and murders during a Courle of 
Years: And the very Inſtant he thinks that he is 
going to enjoy the Fruit of his Rapin, he mects 
his deſerved Fate, and is puniſhed by as preat a 
Villain as himlelf. Who will not learn by the 
Mistortunes of his Predeceſſors to become more 
virtuous, and conſequently is not more happy, 
or more ſecure on his Throne, than they were? 

Take care of thy Health, my dear Monceca; 
mer thou live a contented, quiet, and happy 

lie. | 


: $444 
Algiers, 38 
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LETTER CLXII. 


Jacon BRito wv AARON MoNCECA. 


a great deal of more Liberty throughout 

all Barbary than in the Levant. hole of 
Algiers are (till leſs contined than the relt of the 
African Women. They are permitted to go a- 
broad whenever they pleaſe, under pretence of 
going to bathe. T hey are generally attended by 
ſome female Chriſtian Slaves, who ſerve as lo 
many waiting Maids. The Ladies of Tortune 
are preceded by a Man, who 1s a lort of a Har- 
binger; he is always a Slave on whole I'idelity 
the Husband tancics he can ſafely depend, though 
it often happens that his Confidence is much a- 
baſed. Eunuchs, in this Country, are purchaſed 


9 © HE Women, dear Moxceca, are indulged 


at an extravagant Price; and therefore, as they 


can be employed in nothing but luperintending 
the Women, not having Strength enough to un- 
dertake any laborious ask, the Alperines care 


not to be at the Expence of keepiny them : They 


prefer Nazareae Slaves, who are of great Service 
to them, and can be uſctully employed in all forts 
of Work. *Tis true, the Liberty which is allow- 
ed theſe Slaves, and their Familiaritics with the 
Wives, are frequently of dangerous Conſequence 

to the Repoſe and Honour of their Husbinds. 
The Fair Sex arc even more addicted to Gal- 
lantry, in this Country, than in . 
he 
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The very Climate inſpires a certain Tendernel:. 


and the ſearching Air they breathe kindles in thcir 


Hearts a Flame that is not eaſily extinguiſhes, 
An African Lady will laugh at the greatett Dai- 
ger, and run any Hazard to gratity her Paſſion : 
even the Fear of Death itſelf cannot intimidate 
her. They have a Law here which is rigorouſly 
put in Execution, by which it is enacted, that 
any Woman convicted of Criminal Converſation 
with a Nazarene, ſhall be ſowed up in a Sack and 


_ thrown into the Sea, unleſs her Lover will fave 


her by turning Mahometan. There are not want- 


ing many Examples of this ſevere Puniſhment; 


but all do not hinder the married Women, as 
well as the Maids, to be fired with a violent Pal 
ſion for the Nazarenes: There are, perhaps, as 
many amorous Intrigues in Alziers, as in any 
Nazarene City. The little Affection the Wives 
generally have for their Husbands, and the Re- 
{traint that is laid upon them, incline them to be 
unfaithful. Beſides, the Indolence in which they 
paſs their Days, being ſhut up at home, with no— 
thing to do, unleſs it be to contrive Methods how 
to impoſe on their lordly Maſters; and the long 
Voyages theſe commonly make, greatly. favour 
their Intrigues. The A/gerizes are ſometimes cight 
or nine Months at Sea; and while they are plun— 
dering and deſtroying the Nazarenes abroad, their 
Slaves are, in ſome ſort, making Repriſals at 
home. 

When theſe Corſairs are out upon an Expedi- 
tion, they generally keep their Wives in the City. 
But as ſoon as they return, they carry them 10 
their Country-houtes, where they unbend and rc- 
freſh their Minds, after the Fatigue and Hardſhips 
of their Voyage. Here, the Liberty which the 
Women are allowed of walking in the Gardens 
affords them an Opportunity of carrying on the 

Intrigucs 
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iuntrigues they had formed and begun in own. 1 
It they cannot ſafely ſpeak to their Gallants, they 17 
i. will impart their Sentiments by ranging the Flower— Ne 
pots in a certain Order. | Thy! 
. Art and Love have invented ſuch a Language, 1 
nm this Country, as is not underſtood in any other. 410 
An amorous Slave, who meets with ſuitable Re- N 
turns from his Miſtreſs, can explain to her the 0 
it # ſoft Impulſes of his Heart by an Atlemblage of i 1 
Flowers, and by the Order in which he diſpoſes 141. 
a Parterre. A Noſe-gay, made up in a certain Tt 
Manner, contains as many tender and paſſionate . 
i- # Sentiments, as a Billet-doux of eight Pages. The (919 
', # HFlower-gentle, joined to the Violet, ſignifies that 
is the Lover hopes, after the Husband is gone, to 
- compenſate all the Evils which his Preſence now 
5 occaſions: The Orange-flower denotes Hope: 
be Marigold expreſſes Deſpair: Ihe Amaranth 
5 implies Conſtancy: The Tulip reproaches with 
e- lnfidelity: And the Roſe imports a Panegyrick 
> | on Beauty. ls | 
/ The Properties aſcribed to theſe Flowers are, 
as it were, the Alphabet which forms a perfect 
„ Language. If a Spark, for inſtance, would tell 
g his Miſtreſs, that the l'orments he endures have 
ir Cd brought him to the very Brink of Deſpair, and 
i WF that he never expects to ſee the happy Moment 
„when his Rival will bleſs him with his Abſence ; 
ir WW to expreſs all this, he makes a Nole-gay of a Ma- 
it rigold, an Orange-flower, a Flower-gentle, and 

| a Violet. The Slaves ealily find an Opportunity 
'- WU to convey theſe Bzlets-doux to the Hands of their 
Miſtreſſes: There is ſome ſecret Place in the Gar- 
den where they always place them. Anſwers are 
- returned after the ſame Manner; by ranging ſome 
Flowers, they form ſuch Letters as none but the 
ic WF Perſons concern'd can read. The principal Cha- 
's racters are ſometimes known only to two Per- 


c i ſous. 
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ſons, who, to prevent Diſcovery, take Care to 
make {ome material Deviation from the common 
Flower-Janguage., 

CGontels, my dear Monceca, that Love only has 
Ingenuity enough 1% Contrive a Method of Con- 
verliug, which Jealouly itlelt can never dilcover. 
What can potlibly prevent two Lovers from gait. 
Ing their End, who have Recaurte to luch arttil 
Stratagems ? I was lately told a very intercſtivy 
Adventure, which will ſurpriſe any one that is not 
acquainted with the violent Exeets to which the 4 
frican Women carry their Patlion, 

The only Daughter of one of the richelt Mov, 
in the Country tell deeply in Love with a 4% 

gucſe Slave. The kind Lady, according to the 
Eſtabliſhed Culitom in Africa, makes the tirit Ad 
vances. Neither the Greatnels of her Fortuc, 
nor the mean and fervile Condition oft her Love. 
could alter the Relolution ſhe bad formed to 1a! 
ry him. She lorelaw. dec, very tyrmidable G0. 


ſtacles in the Way; but all could not make he 
loſe Hopes of ſucceeding in the Excention of hel 
Project. The Portnyacſe, trantported with his 
good Fortune, offered his Mitlrels, the Momo 
_ the diſcovered her lation, to carry her oft to , 
bow, Ihe I hiny was featible; and the Nezarenc 
might have efcaped by the Alliſtance of Tum, 
for this was the Name of our beautiful! Africn 
She was (entible that this Expedient was the mull 
rational; indeed ft was almoſt the only one than 
could put her in Poſlefſlion ot her withed Hap: 
nels: But being a zcalous Mahbometarn, the could 
by no means think of retiring to a Country whetc 
ſhe would be compelled to renounce her Religion. 
J love you, Sebaitiano, ſays ſhe to her Lover, mor: 
than 1 do myſelf. Gyief will till me if am mo 
made your Wife; and yet I cannot be ſo profane, a 
to purchaſe my Happineſ) at the Price of my Halt,“ 
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% to mention the lat we muſt run of brine 


diſc aver ed in caſe we foonld flv. It us rot uiapoſftble, 


„ n Dear, but we may be both happy in this Conntry, 


[Do bit change Your A. , an Jo, by rats 
Vlahometan, einote the 4e O Hel , ke ef» 
is aſunder, and leave the veſt to me. he Nava» 
„ee WAS not to well cllablithed in lis Religion 


dis the Female uu, Nhe Dette of reco- 
 vering his Liberty, and ot fecuring his Milliets, 


with the | lopes Of polletling il pi cal || (tate, Were 
Pemptations too Htrong for him to relilt, He pro- 
miled theretore to comply With every dns he 


ould demand of him; And upon a particular 


Promile, that he would renounce the Nat exc 
Religion When required, the charming %% in 


dulged him all the Favours that Love can below. 


Ihele Favours preatly incrvaled the aten 
which Sebaſtianvo felt tor her: The Fear he was 


under Of Joling bis dear TA] dally atpinented 
the Flame; nor Was his beautilul Milltcts a whit 


eln in the tender I ondiiets the had comocived 
% lit, Her whole Attention Was 10 pive ue 


et to the Det the had tormad ; bit wy Dit- 
LE culties fharted ap every Day. At laſt Oi a cen 
in Day, When the leak expected it, her Father 
mate to her, that he intended very 40% to 
have her married to one Of the principal Men of 
e Countty. With this Meflage the poor Lady 
FE was 1 hunder flruck. At fill the relulved to 
cult herfelt at her Father's Feet, and male an in- 


„ehugus Conteilion Of all that had paſs'd between 


cr and Sebaſtian ; but the was deterred from this 


Purpole by the Dread of expoling her Lover 16 


| tc Rage of a provoked Maſter, who might carry 


i Reſentment to ILxtreniity, 
In this Peyplexity ſhe reſolves to make uſe of a 


EY ry extraordinary Expedicnt, but one that would 
F Ulallibly compaſs her Delign., She orders ber 


| 7 Cf 
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Lover to meet her at a certain Place, whither 


ſhe was to go, under pretence ot bathing, and ſu 
would be attended only with one Woman. S-- WW © 
baſliano being come to the Place appointed, could MW *% 
ſcarce ſurvive the dreadful News, that his Mig be 
trels was jult on the Foint of being delivered in- '* 
to the Arms of another. Zulimæ bids him take ©! 
Heart; and told him, that the hoped Fortune 
would ſoon become more propitious to them both. to 
She then ordered the Woman that attended her, 1 "* 
and was let into the Secret, to go and inform | 4 
the Cadi, that her Miſtreſs was in ſuch a Place, th 
in the Arms of a Nagarene. Ihe Servant obcy- ! 1: 
cd; and the Judge coming in all Haſte, attended i! 
with his Guards, ſurpriſed the two Lovers in the Þ \\ 
Midit of their warmeſt I ranſports. I hey are de 
immediately apprehended, and carried to ['rial, 1 
Znlimis Father being told what Accident had * 
befallen his Daughter, was ſeized with the utmoſt J lat 
Deſpair: He flew to the Priton to ſee her; but ti: 
was told, that he could not be permitted to ſpeak of 
with her till ſuch Time as the Trial was over: i 
That they were juſt going to enquire whether Þ M 
the Nag arene Slave would turn Mahomeran, in W. 
which Caſe the two Lovers ſhould be marries Þ W 
together, according to the Law; but it he ſha!! | arc 
refuſe to accept of that Condition, he ſhall be im- tra 
paled, and the young Woman drowned in the ee 
Sea. „ 3 
Muſtapha, for that was the Name of Zulima's be. 
Father, knew too well what ſevere Puniſhment IM {ta 
would be inflicted on his Daughter, in caſe the ine 
Portugueſe refuſed to turn Muſſulman. And in- I! 
deed, the only Motive that had brought him to of 
the Priſon to ſee them, was in order to try it the i 
Otters of Wealth could prevail with the Naza- vet 
rene to change his Religion. He found it no hard MW Pe 
Task to gain his End; very little Eloquence was ot 


ſufficient MW Cl 
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I 
ſuflicient to perfuade his Slave to prefer Lite to a 
cruel and ignominious De *ath. Ab gs readily 
agreed to embrace Zulimu's Religion, and to marry 
her; and the L'ather thought himtelt happy in ha- 


ving an Opportunity of preſerving the Lite of his 


only Daughter, tho' upon very hard I erins. 
ew Women in Ezrope would run ſuch Hazard 


for the Sake of a Lover. Their Love, in gene- 


ral, is not ſo ien as that of the Ajrican La- 


dies; but then it is much more conltant: One of 


the latter will ſometimes be fired with the ſtrongelt 
Paſſion, which in an luſtant will be quite ex- 
tinguiſhed. Their Affection is as mutable as the 
Wind; they are fickle and wavering, as they arc 
tender "and paſlionatc while the Pit falls. 

It is certain, that the Love which produces ſuck 
cxtraordinary Ettects is not commonly the moſt 
lating. Nothing is more common in Europe, 
than to obſerve a great many young Fellows fond 
of their Miſtrelles almoſt to Diſtraction; and yet 
in leſs than two Months they'll forfake theſe very 
Miltrelles, and grow as ridiculouſly tond of others, 
whoſe Reign will be as ſhort and precarious : 
Whereas Perſons of Maturity, whoſe Patlions 
are under the Government of Reaſon, utually cou- 


tract a Love and Tenderneſs not to be extinguiſh— 
ed but with Life. 


The Slavery in which the African Women are 


iept, is one of the chief Cauſes of their Incon— 
ſtancey: They find a ſecret Satisfaction in break- 
ing through the Reſtraint they are laid under. 
The very Means that their Husbands make uſe 
of to prevent their being unfaithful, inſpire them 


| with the ſtrongeſt Delire of being ſo: 1hey co- 
vet the forbidden Pleaſure in proportion to the 


Pcnalty with which it is guarded. This Conduct 
of their Husbands is a ſtanding Proof that à 
Change of the Object in Love is cver attended 
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with ſome freſh Delight; and hence they nain- 
rally fancy, that Inconſtancy affords an Oppor- * 
tunity of enjoying the molt exquilite Pleaſure. r 
Adieu, my dear Monceca; may the God of our Þ 1! 
Fathers make thee proſperous, and grant theea WW a 
faithful Wife, who will make thee happy in ap. 

numerous Ott-ſpring. | 
Alzters, . It 


ta the DOB „ cas d ih hich ail RY 57558 6 70105 wy I Ot 
> Heſs g 24599949. K INCT ful 
4 Ge 

as 
| EM: 
AARON MoNCECA fro IsAaac ON IS. 
the 


Fligions Diſputes, my dear Ifzac, are more mo 
\ common in this Country than in any other, con 

The Liberty which the Ezg1fo enjoy, of pub. 4 OL 
liſhing and maintaining their Opinions, gives Rich hate 
to numbers of Hooks of Controverſy. Ihe Church » I} it 
of Englaud write againſt the Papiſts, the Pap:/Þ 
againſt the Pregbyterians, the Presbyterians again 1 e { 
the Lutheraas, the Ever ans againſt the Soc. Ame 
ans, and the Sociuiaus battle it with the Auabaptiſti] Jon 
One is ſurpriſed when he examines with a philo ot hi 
ſophical Nicenels all theſe religious Diſputes, aud C 
obſerves how little Streſs N 7 to be laid on th? Pot 


Private Opinions of certain Doctors, who, not- y D 


LETTER CLXIII. 


 withitanding, would fet themſelves up as the Stan. h wn 

dard of Orthodoxy. 1 am perſuades, dear Lac ( dead 

that, if Perſons were prob ibired diſputing on un 1 

intelliz ible Points, and jf Divines would not a ner 

tempt T0 explain inſcrut: ble Myſteries, moſt _ cigh 
* of thele religious Coutroverſies would erop No 


COU! e 


bg 
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-- W courſe; whereas, if a Stop is not put to theſe 
E vain Diſputes, eſpecially among the N grenet, 
the Conlequence will ſoon be, that there will be 
as many different Sects and Churches as there are 
particular Perlons. 
Conſider, my dear I/ ac, how . aeg the 
rabbinica! Wriings have been to the ewe. The 
Jalmud is the Source Of all the Bicker 028 be— 
tween the Caraites and the Riboiniſts. Some of 
© oor modern Authors have divided the K 4 
% into two different Sects: The Portugueſe Jews 
BE condemn their Drethren in Gerz2zy tor not 0b- 
lerving the true Precepts of the Law; and the 
EGeriaans, in their Turn, look upon the Prtagueſe 
as a Parcel of Hereticks, 
Manners favour ftrongly of Nazareniſm. 
s. | The Mabometars are (till more divided amonglt 


- 
— 
— 1 
- 


themſelves than the Jews. Beſides the two ta-. 


mous Seas of Omar and Alli, it is commonly 


more 
biber computed that there are, in Conſtantinop le alone, 
ny 1 ourſcore and ſeven different Communions, who 


Ruch hate one another as heartily as the e e, do the 
| W inſets, 


50 ö The Nagarenes are ſo disjointed, that one may 
gain ce ſome new Religion ſtartiug up amongſt them 
ocz imo every Day. No 3 doth a Divine gain 
apt t:Þ f ſome Reputation, than it CX Pt Oſes him tO the Fay y 
ohio pt his Brethren, who rile up in a Body and attack 
., ans Opinious as heretical. Ihe Fartizans of the 
on $8-0<tor whole Sentiments have been condemned 


þ 812 new. Communion, with their Maſter at their 
© Tad Head, Then it is we may obſerve Paper Bullets 
on u ins chick ou both Sides: They rail at one an— 
not ther; they calummiate and perſecute; they in— 
Ot par cigh bitterly, and charge one another With Igno- 
drop 6 nce and Inſincerity; they liberally beſtow the 

court oft odious and ſhocking Names upon each other's 


„ 2 


— S_—— 


whole Cuſtoms and 


y bell, book and Candle, form themlelves into 


G 2 Perſons, 
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Perſons, as well as on their Opinions. In religious 
Ditputes, ſuch as cannot an{wer the Objections 
made to their Opinions, think they ſupport them 
ſufficiently if they treat thoſe who oppole them 
with Contempt. 3 

I read, a few Days ago, a Socinian Pamphlet “, 
the Author of which aſtcets to give the opprobri— 
ous Name of T7:the;ſm to the Doctrine of his Ad- 
verſaries, tho' they expreſly deny that they ac- 
knowledge three Gods. It muſt be owned, dear 
Iſaac, we cannot, with any Shadow of Truth, 
charge the Nazarezes as admitting a Plurality of 
Gods; cn the contrary, their whole Religion is 
founded on the Unity of the Eternal Crcator of 
the World. Indeed J muſt confeſs, that I con- 
ccived the higheſt Indignation againſt the Inſince- 
rity of the Sociniau juſt now mentioned. 

Candour and Sincerity ought to ſhine in every 
Action of Lite, even in the warmeſt Diſputes 
with our greateſt Enemies. Nothing, ſure, can 
be more abſurd than to reproach and perſecute 
thoſe whom we profeſs to enlighten and lead in 
the Way of Truth. Can there be a more ready 
Way to prejudice them againſt our Principles, 
than to diſcover ſuch an inhuman Practice? This 
is the molt prepoſterous Method to prepare their 
Minds to receive the Reaſons we offer in favour 
of thoſe Sentiments we would have them em- 
brace. 55 

[ have long obſerved, that the Zeal of religious 
Diſputants is ſo wild and extravagant, that they 
throw out againſt their Adverſaries the moſt in- 
jurious Reproaches; which theſe, in their Turn, 
think they have a juſt Right to retort. "Ihe Na- 
⁊arenes in general are very culpable in this . 
ſpect; 


Vetter to a Friend, with Remarks on two Pamphlets late- 
1; publiſhed in Defence of Tritheiſm, viz, A Brief Enquiry, by 
J. T. and The Fecinian Stain, by J. H. 


4 


St. Anthony for his Patron; 
| 70. Sr, Pacomius for Protection: IA hat Confuſion 
| uſt neceſſarily ariſe from hence While theje Ho— 
| taries are combating here oa Larth, their Guardian 
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ſpect; ſeveral eminent Divines are not exempt- 
ed: Nay, ſome of the Fathers, who wrote a- 
gainſt the Pagans, have employed ſuch Argu- 
ments as furniſhed their Adverfäries with Wea- 
pons againſt themſelves. Arnobius has effectually 
retuted the Plarality of Heathen Deities *: He 
has ſufficiently expoled the Abſurdity of tuppoling 
one Set of Gods direct Opponcnts to another; 
one Divinity protecting a Nation that was perſe- 
cated by another of equal Power and Interett. 
Pallas hated the Trojans while they were favour- 
ed and defended by Apollo and Venus +. How 
unhappy ſoever a Man might be, if he could but 
make ſome ſmall Offering to any one of the nu- 
mcrous Tribe of Deities, he is ture indeed of the 
Protection of that one; but who will ſecure him 
againſt the Power of all the reſt? Nothing can 
be ſo abſurd as a Rel. ligion of this Kind: But might 
not the Pagans retort upon the Nazareres thus; 
The ſame Difficulties which yon object to ns attend 
our own Principles. One of your Religion chooſes 


his Antagoniſt flies 


Haints go by the Far: together iu Heaven, and fo 


| revive hs old Quarrels betwixt Venus and Juno. 
| In caſe the heavenly Protedors are pacifick, and ob- 
| ſerve a Neutrality, leaving it to Gas to decide 
| the Difference between their earthly Horfhipers ; 
| & they mot incur the ſame Charge of Ingratitude 


83 which 


* Arnbius contra Gentes, Lib. VII. Pag. 219, e. 


i Sepe premente Deo, fert Deus alter opem 
Mulcil er in Trajam, pro Traja ftabat Apollo 
Aqua Venus Teucris, Pallas iniqua ſuit, 

C derat eEneam propior Saturnia Turno 
lie tamen Veneris numine t#tus erat, 


Ovid, Trift, Lib, I, Eleg. 3 44 
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which Arnobius brings againſt the Heathea Deities? 
do they not baſely abandon thoſe who pay dear for 
their fFriendjhip* On this Occaſion, we may juſtly 
apply to theia that Paſſage of our Author: Opem 
adminiitrare ceſſabunt, id quod ſceleris magni eſt 
poſt acceptam Mercedem “? 

It cannot be denied, indeed, that there is a very 
near Reſemblance between the Offerings Which 
the Nax⁊are nes pay to their Saints, and thoſe where- 
with the Greeks and Romans honoured their Pu— 
telar Deities. Do they not make them Preſents 
ot Gold and Silver Veſſels? Do they not build 
Churches to their Honour? Have they not a Set 
of Pricits in conſtant Pay to chant their Praiſes? 
Onght not thoſe Nazareze Saints to be as prate- 
fal as the Pægan Deities? One ſingle Chapel de- 
dicated to St. Ignatius, in Rome, is little interior 
lor Riches to the famous Temple of Deipbos. 
And mult not this Saint be an ungrateful Mon- 


ſter to accept of ſuch vaſt Treaſures, and forget 


the gencrous Perſons who gave them? On the 
other hand, the Fanſeniſts ſacrifice Life and For- 
tune to the Memory of thcir favourite St. Au- 
guſtiu: At all Hazards they defend his Writings, 
and maintain his Glory. Is he then leſs obliged 
to protect them ? can he give them up to the Fury 
of their Adverfaries, without violating the moit 
{acred Laws of found Morality ? What Animolity 
therefore mult there be, in Heaven, between theſe 
two Saints juſt now mentioned, if we may form a 
Conjecture of it from the mortal Feuds which 
ſubſiſt among their reſpecttul Partizans here on 
Earth? The Peace of the celeſtial Manſions mult 
be diſturbed by the Cabals formed in them. 

It is therefore my Opinion, dear Iſaac, that a 
Pagan, who ſhould ſet about anſwering Arnobius, 
would have a fair Handle to excuſe the Bickerings 

that 
* Arno, contra Gentes, Lib, VII. Pag. 219. 
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that happened among their Gods at the Siege of 
Troy. Such an Author would not fail to repre- 
ſent all the Nazareze Saints at Loggerheads to- 
gether, forming into Parties, as the Whim took 
them, to favour either the Fauſeniſts or Moliniſts. 
He would deſcribe St. Ignatius 


Arm'd with a Bull, and haſting to Pope Clement, 
To ſow the Seeds of Fry in his Boſom *. 


Men of Candour among the Nagarenes muſt own, 
that Arnobins's Animadverſions have not all that 
Force which he imagined, and that they may juſt— 
ly be retorted on the Party he detends. The 
Weakneſs of his Arguments will be ſufficiently 
expoſed, eſpecially at this Day, when Saint-wor— 
ſhip is practiſed by ſuch Numbers of Nazarezes. 
Indeed I am apt to conclude, from the Learning, 
the Genius and Eloquence of that Doctor, that, in 
the Age he wrote, the Cuſtom of Prayers to the 


Dead was not yet introduced: All the Renown 
| and Glory they had acquired, while living, had 


not raiſed them to the Rank of Demi-Gods after 
their Death. If that be the Caſe, as the Prote- 


ſtant Nazarenes pretend, Arnobius's Cenſure is of 


great Weight: Nor was it poſlible for the Hea- 


| thens to anſwer the Objection, from the Feuds 


among their Gods, and their Ingratitude, ſhould 
they refuſe to eſpouſe the Quarrels of their liberal 
Votaries. 

Theſe Naxarenes who reject the Worſhip of the 
Dead build their Opinion on the Writings of their 
molt primitive Doctors, where there is not the 
leaſt mention of Saint-worſhip. It is natural 

| enough 


Aaron Monceca alludes to the following Verſes in Virgil. 
Reſpice ad hec. adſum dirarum ab ſede ſorarum : 
Bella manu, letumque gero, 
Sic eſſata facem Juveni conjecir, &c. 
| Virgil. Æncid. Lib. VII. Ver. 454. 
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80 JEWISH LETTERS. 
enough to ſuppoſe, that, had this Worſhip been 
a fundamental Point of their Religion, they would 
not have quite forgot it; and that their Succeſſor; 
in Office, who ſpent their Time in inſtructing the 
People, would not have been ſo weak as to inſult 
the Pagans for a Thing which they practiſed them- 
ſelves. Such a Conduct muſt neceſlarily have 
drawn upon them the ſharpeſt Ridicule ; they mul 
have met with the ſame Treatment as many mo- 
dern Divines, who are juſtly reproached with the 
fame Things which they object againſt their Ad— 
verſaries. | 
The Moliniſts boldly aſſert, that the Jaxſex:/!; 
make a Tyrant of the Deity; that they picture 
him as cruel and capricious, and give him ſo odi- 
ous a Character, that *tis impoſſible he can be the 
Object of a rational Love. The Jauſeniſis, iu 
their Turn, charge the Moliniſts with taking away 
the Obligation on the Creature to love and eſteem 
his Creator. Thus they fight their Enemies with 
thoſe very Weapons which wounded them - 
ſelves. | . 
There is another Thing, my dear Jſaac, which 
appears to me ſtil] more extraordinary in religious 
Diſputes. The Divines on one Side will put Sen- 
timents into the Mouths of their Adverſaries, even 
tho' they expreſly renounce them, and then in- 
veigh bitterly againſt them on their Account. The 
Jeſuites ſay, that it is groſs Calumny to reproach 
them with maintaining, that it is no Crime not 
to love God. They renounce this Doctrine in 
the ſtrongeſt Terms *. But this will not hinder 
their Adverſarics from renewing the Charge. The 
reformed Nazarenes look upon all thoſe as exe— 
crable Hereticks who make God the Author of 
Sin: One of their moſt eminent Divines 1 
himſell 


* Sec Father Bourdaloue's Sermons. 
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1 [ himſelf very clearly on this Head *. Notwith- 
1 ſtanding this, his Adverſaries have declared a 
1 b | . . 83 

be thouſand Times, that his Opinions are of more 
. pernicious Conſequence than even Atheiſm itſelf. 


ſt is leſs criminal to deny the Exiſtence of God, 
= han to make him the Author of Sin. Who then is 
„% guilty, an Atheiſt or a Calviniſt? They are 

both guilty ; but I look upon the Atheilt to L. the 


* ore innocent of the two |. Here we have a terrible 
|| Deciftion greatly ſtrained ; but we mult remember 
it comes from a Jeſuit. 

„ If a Spirit of Inlincerity prevails in all kinds of 

PDiqpute, it may be truly ſaid, that it is carried to 
me higheſt Pitch in religious Controverſies. ' Jis 

- therefore high I'ime, that the Kabbres, the Mufties, 


and Prieſts of all ſorts, after they have plagued 

"| the World for Ages, ſhould at laſt give over their 

7 Þ Bickerings, and reſtore Peace to Mankind. 
Adieu, dear Iſaac; never give Way to a diſ- 


2 puting Humour. 

Lash, 
ch 3 3 
ic * Temulentt iſti ades ſie ri omnia perſtrepentes, cum enim mali auſto- 
| rem conſtituunt. Deinde quaſi 1mmu'etur mali natura, cum ſub hoe 
i- WU nin dei vels tegitur, bonum efſe affirmant in quo atrociore &. ſeeles 
mn WW ratiore contumelia Deum afficrunt, quam ſi poreſtatem aut juſtitiam 
1- | {45 alio transferrent. Cum enim Deo nihil magis proprium fit quam 
* ſua bonttas, ipſam 4 ſe abnegari ohorteret, & in diabolum tranſmutari, 
.» ut, malum efficeret quod ei ab iſtis tribuiiniy, Ac certè ierum Deus 
. | rdelum eſt, quod nobis execrabilius eſſe dilet omnibus gen jum idolis. 
Ot Calvini Inſtitut. Adverſus Libert. Cap. XIV. Pap. 447. 
[N | | Becanus, Opoſcul. Theolog, Tom. I. Pag. 178, 
er 
IC 
3 7. 7 
of 4 
If 


LETTER 


82 JEWISH LETTERS. 


AG X . 5 A e — bi * 1 ; 
OED CERA ORIEL 
"I NoAe — A , 8 7 * R 22 * n 
SD 


LETTER CLXIV. 


Jacos BRIT O ro AARON MONCECA, 


T HE tragical Stories, my dear Manceca, 
which the Nagarenes induſtriouſly ſpread 
concerning the cruel Treatment of thcir 
Slaves during their Captivity among the 77. 
are ſometimes much exaggerated. They athrm, 
that they ſuffer the molt cruel Torments; and 
tell us many extraordinary Particulars to this Pur- 
pole, which, however, when we come to enquire 
ſtrictly into them, appear to be quite other wife. 

It is certain, indeed, that the State of Captives 
in general is bard and rigorous: But the Naze- 
renes are not worſe uſed in Barbary than the Tri 
Slaves are in European Kingdoms. In France an 
Algeriue Slave is condemned to the Gallies tor 
Lite; juſt ſo is he treated in San and in Ia. 
Can any Puniſhment be more levere? The poor 
Captive ſuffers all the Hardſhips inflicted on 9 
Malefactor, who has etcaped Death, for no other 
Reaſon but becauſe he had the good Fortune tv 
be tried, in lome lucky Moment, when the Con 
paſſion of his Judges prevailed over the Riguuts 
of Juitice. 

Some of the Nazarene Slaves are employed in 
the publick Works: They dig Stones out of tlic 
Quarries, and carry them to Places where they 
are wanted. This, without doubt, is a very pain- 
ful Service; and yet thole who are condemned 
(0 
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to it are leſs unhappy than the Galley Slaves. 
At Night they retice to a ſort of Barracks, where 
| they are kept confined till next Day, but they are 
| never Chained there; whereas the Tarks are perpe- 
tually tied to the Oar, and are never permitted 


to {tir from their Seats, unleſs they have the good 


| Fortune at any I ime to make their Eſcape, or 
| ſome Body be 1o charitable as to pay their Ranſom. 


duch Nazarenes as are not employed in the 


publick Works, but are the Property of private 
| Perſons, are a thouſand 1 imes lefs miſerable than 
| the Tarkiſh Slaves. The former are generally 
| pretty well fed ; whereas the latter have no other 
| Allowance than what is given to Galley Slaves, 
| 12, a Pound of Brown Bread, and halt a Pound 
| of Beans. To this homely Fare they ſometimes 
| add a Pound of Fat, no better than what is uted 
in making Candles; with this the Beans allotted 
| for twenty-five Slaves are ſtewed. 
Since the Nagarenes treat their Slaves with ſuch. 
| Rigour, I cannot conceive how they dare inveigh 
| {0 bitterly agaiutt the Uſage their Brethren meet 
| with who happen to be Slaves among the Zarks, 
If there were Orators among the Africanus, who 
had the Art of moving the Paſſions by pathetick 
| Speeches, I am well aflured they could make as 
| pompous Declamacions on the Cruelty which 
| their Countrymen meet with in Europe, as the 


Nag arenes commonly do on the hard Fate of 


| Chriſtian Slaves in Ajrica, 


However, I do not blame, dear Monceca, thoſe 
Writers, eſpecially certain Monks, obliged by the 
Rules of their Order to promote the Redemption 


| of Captives, who magnity and aggravate a little 


the Misfortunes and Hardſhips of Slavery. This 


[5 of nſe to excite the Charity of the Nazarezes, 


and engage thein to exert their utmoſt Endeavours 
o procure the Liberty of thor faffecing Brethren, 


| 
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No Alms are more laudable and neceſſary tha; 
that which is employed for freeing Slaves from 
Miſery, whole Calamity is not the Effect of Guilt, 
but merely the Sport of Fortune. A Regard to 
the Publick Good, on this Occation, comes in 
to the Aſſiſtance of Charity and Compaſſion : For, 
if thoſe who expoſe themſelves to make Arts and 
Commerce flouriſh are neglected, if they arc not 
relieved in their Misfortunes, 'tis juſtly to be 
feared others will be intimidated from making the 
like generous Attempts, by a Dread of meetity 
the ſame diſmal Fate. I had much rather, might 
a Spaniard ſay, be content with a ſmall Fortune, 
than riſque my Liberty, without any Hopes of ever 
recodering it. | 
The Cuſtom of redeeming Slaves among the 
Nazarenes is of as ancient a Date as the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of their Religion. Their primitive Doctors 
were Perſons of extenſive Charity, and laid them- 
ſelves out to ſuccour the Diſtreſſed. They made 
Collections for the Relief of their Brethren, who 
were expoſed to be perſecuted, exiled, burnt, or 
maſſacred by the Pagans. The Moment that thoſe 
who had the Diſtribution of this Charity heard 
that any of their Brethrea were impriſoned, the) 
immediately endeavoured to relieve them. They 
thought it for the Glory of the Nagarene Name, 
to be affected with the Diſtreſs of all who bore 
that Name in common with them. 
This laudable Practice has been perpetuated a- 
mong molt European Nations. In France, in 
Spain and Portugal, there are Monks who collect 
the Money beſtowed for redeeming Captives, and 
apply it for that Purpoſe. It is ſcarce poſſible tor 
theſe to embezzle any conſiderable Part of the 
Money lodged in their Hands, becauſe they are 
controlled by certain Laymen, who will ncver 
be corrupted to conniveat ſuch a villainous Fraud. 
9 Indeed, 
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Indeed, notwithſtanding all the Precautions uſed, 
ſome little Embezzlemeuts are made by the Monks; 
but theſe are more than compenſated by their 


Sermons, which confilt of nothing but Relations 


of Slaves who had been burnt, impaled, cut to 
pieces, Wc. Theſe Monks, in their publick Dit- 
| courſes, maſlacre a far greater Number, in one 
füngle Period, than has, or ever will be deltroyed 
in all Mabometan Countries to the End of the 
World. It happens however ſometimes, that thete 
Preachers give Relations, in which Truth ſhines 
forth through all the Clouds with which they 
E darken it. I hen only can one judge truly con- 
cerning the Zarkiſh Cruelty. 


| took notice, that the Condition of thoſe Na- 


| zarenes, Who are Slaves to private Perſons, is 
much happier than that of the Captive 71 in 
| Sparz or France. A certain Friar, who has pub- 
| liſhed his Voyage to Tripoli, durſt not magnify 
the Sufferings of Slaves in that Place; on the 
| contrary, he gives the following Narrative of the 
| Indulgence and Liberty which the Tr permit 
them to enjoy. © As for thoſe Slaves who are 
employed in their Gardens, their I oils are far 
| © lefs rigorous ; but then they are utterly deprived 
of all ſpiritual Succours, moſt of them dying 
without the Benefit of the Sacrament. ln this 
| « Reſpect they ſuffer a Perſecution, which in- 
| «© deed appears not fo ſevere, but is much more 
| © dangerous in its Confequences: For as Vice 
| © reigns there with Impunity, every thing conſpi— 
ring to inflame the vileſt Paſſions, the Turks 


© take Advantage of the little ſpiritual Succours 
„Which the Chriſtians enjoy, and employ their 
Females (who are prone enough to the Work 


of themſelves) to ſeduce and corrupt them. 


% If a Nagarene is fo unhappy as to fall into the 
Snare, he is under a Neceſlity either of turning 
Vo L. IV. H „% Mabo- 
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« Mahometan, or of perithing in the 'lames. Theſe 
« Þarbarians tempt them often to commit Acti- 
& ons of the moſt ſhocking Brutality ; and do ail 
in their Power to reduce them to internal Slave- 
« ry, by the abominable Crime ſo common a- 
« mong them. So that a Chriſtian in Tripol: ſut— 
fers as much from the Careſſes of the Infidels, 
as in other Places from the LIventy of the Bar- 
„„ 

It is impoſſible to give a more odious Turn to 
the Indulgence of the ZTarkiſh Maſters, than to 


ſuppole it directly contrary to the Nazareze Reli- 


gion: And thoſe who take Things upon I ruſt, 
look upon ſuch Slaves as belong to private Per- 
tons, to be in a more wretched State than thoſe 
who appertain to the State. Nothing however 
can be more falſe than the pretended Arts which 
their Women are ſaid to uſe, in order to corrupt 
their Slaves, and oblige them to change their Re- 
ligion. On the contrary, ſuch a Change is ex- 
tremely ungrateful, becauſe they are conſtrained 
within a limited Time to give them their Liber— 
ty. And the Captives are fo far from being un- 
der a Neceſlity of embracing the Alcoran, or pe- 
riſhing in the Flames, when they are catched in an 
Intrigue with the 7; urkiſh Women, that they com- 
monly receive no more than an hundred Blows 
on the Soles of the Feet. Tis true, indeed, there 
is a Law in Force throughout all Barbary, that 
when a Nazareze is catched familiar with a Turi 
Woman, the former ſhall be impaled, and the 
latter drowned : But this Law is never put in Ex- 
ecution, except againſt thoſe Nazarexes who are 
 Freemen, and not able to redeem their Lives by 
any conſiderable Sum; as for Slaves, they ſel— 
dom ſuffer by it. Self- intereſt has induced the 

| Turks 


+ The State of the un of Barbory, Tripoli, Tunis, Al- 
Fer, Kc, Nag. 76. 
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| Zarks to make this Diſtinction, few of them be- 
ing willing to ſacrifice their Slaves to the Glory 
of Mabomet. As tor the Women, they are in- 
dced puniſhed with great Rigour ; if their Gallants 
will not renounce their Religion, they are drown=- 
ed without Mercy. Thou ſeeſt, dear Monceca, 
| bow little Credit is due to ſuch Relations as are 
written by Perſons whoſe lutereſt it is to dilzuiſe 
the I ruth. However, as | have already obſerved, 
this Practice is exculable when any conliderable 
Advantage reſults from it.“ 
it ſeems ſtrange that the European Princes, 
who have had ſo much Reaſon to complain of 
| the Corcſairs of Algiers, Tunis and Tripolt, and 
| who have ſometiines chaſtiſed them with great 
| dcverity, tho? always to no Purpole, ſhould never 
| form a Reſolntion to deſtroy them utterly, and to 
| tid the World of ſuch a Plague. This might 
| ealily be done, and thereby the whole Medi- 
terranean Coaſt would be freed from a Neſt of 
| Pirates, who are the Bane of Trade. They ought 
to rely very little on any Alliance formed with 
thele Barbarians; becauſe the firit Moment they 
find it their Intereſt to do it, they*l1 violate the 
molt ſacred 'I'reaty. Neceſſity indeed obliges 
them, whenever they make Peace with one Prince, 
to begin Hoſtilities againſt another; without this 
they cannot lubſilt. If they maintain a Harmony 
with the Freach and Engliſh, they never fail to 
plunder the Datch and Spaniards: And if they 
accommodate Matters with the Datch, their I reaty 
With France mult be broke. This is a Circum— 
ſtance known to all Europe, in which all the 
Nazarene Princes are greatly concerned; and yet, 
lo far are they from joining againſt the common 
Enemy, that they favour him, and tarniſh hin 
with Neceſlarics of every Kind. 
H 2 The 
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The Politicks of the Nazarene Kings are tie 
beſt Security of the Corſairs of Barbary. Who 
ever examines the Matter thoroughly will tind, 
that the oppoſite Intereſts of the ſeveral Crow ls 
will never permit them to unite, in order to cs 
terminate that hatetu] Vermin from the Face oi 
the Earth. It is the Intereſt of England not to 
97 the Spaniard, the French, or the Datch, to 

et Poſleſſion of the Ports of Burbar ye For the 
ee they ſhould engage in a War with theſe 
Nations, they could not caſt Anchor any whuc 
along the African Coalts; ſo that one third Part 
of the Ports in the Mediterrauean would be 'quite 
jnacceſſible. 'T he Engliſh are ſo apprehenſive of 
the Power of Hain in Barbary, that they would 
willingly have aſſiſted the Tur in recovering 
Uraa, The ſame Reaſons which make it incon- 
ventent for Spain to poſleſs the Ports of Barbary, 
will reſtrain other Powers from aſſiſting ay 
Prince who ſhould attempt to become Malter of 
them. 

The oppoſite Intereſt of Trade alſo prevents 
Princes trom uniting againſt the Alperizes. T he 

iore Difficulties the Spazrtards and Dutch meet 
with in their Navigation, the more Advantage 
the Britiſßs Ships enjoy. Suppole, for inſtance, 
three Vellels, one Hauiſp, one French, and an. 
other Engliſh, lying in the Harbour of Cadiz, and 
all of them bound for Marſeilles, Now, was | a 
Merchant who had Goods to carry to that Port, 
I would be far from venturing them in the Spaniſl 
Bottom, becauſe they would be expoſed to the 
Corlairs of Algiers, of Tunis and Tripoli, and 
likewiſe to the 7zrks of the Levant, and the Moors. 
1 ſhould run much leſs Hazard in ſhipping my 
Goods on-board the Frenchman, having no Enc- 
mics to dread but the Sallee Rovers. However, 

1 thould 
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ſhould certainly prefer the Ezg/:/ Vellel, becauſe 
in that Caſe 1 would have none of all thele to 
fear. 

So great is the Advantage of being treed from 
all Apprehenſions with relpeet to theſe Corlairs, 
nat there is not a Spaniſh Ship but would hoitt 
kk or French Colours in caſe it was allow— 

The Frezch Contuls, retiding in the Ports of 
Jh, reap vaſt Advantages by the Permifſion 
granted them by the Trench Admiral in favour Ot 
ſeveral Merchants, who, to prevent Accidents, 
rade under the. Protection of the French Flap. 
It the Ships of all other Nations enjoyed tne 
fame Privileges, theſe jult mentioned would be 
of no Uſe. : 

Such, dear Monceca, is the capricious Fate of 
Mankind! One Party Cannot raiſe itlelf but on 
the Ruins of another. If they all thought like 
Philoſophers, they would be ſenſible, that their 
firſt and moſt inciſpenſible Duty is to ſacrifice 
ſordid Intereſt to the publick Tranguillicy of their 
Fellow Creatures. But the Policy of State, be— 
ing founded folely on lelfiſh Views of Riches and 
Grandeur, never fails to claſh with the Sentiments 
dictated by Compaſſion and Humanity. An Lap- 
liſhman feels no Uneaftineſs, if an hundred a— 
niards are made Slaves, provided his I'rade flou— 
riſnes, and his Veſſel arrives ſafe at the defited 
Port. 

Take care of thy Health, my dear Monceca; 
and always remember that "tis unbecoming a Hh 
loſopher to act from Views of Selt-interelt. 


Algiers, ***. 
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I very Names of the Sciences, my dear itte 
Monceca, are ſcarce known in Aeνπ WW cert 

» The People here have not the leatt Notion [BE lecu 

of Philoſophy, or the Belles Lettret. There he fan; 

only a few pitiful Aſtrologers, who wretchedly ! vine 

abuſe the Credulity of the People; and fome fob wh 
ling Ballad- makers, whole Poctry is much jnf-- a5 
riot to the Songs of thoſe blind People who cn- | Per 


tertain the Mob in the Streets of Paris. 

The fame Ignorance prevails thronghout all 
Africa, the Kingdom of Morocco only excepted, 
In the Capital of this Empire is an Univ iis, 
of which the celebrated Averroes was once Fro— 
teſlor. This Univerſity confiſts of a Number of 
learned Arabrans, all zealous Partizans of Art 


by Averroes, 

The Moors were as early Peripateticks as the 
Monks; for Averrves brought the Arabtans ac- 
quainted with this Greek Philoſopher, much about 
the ſame time that the French began to embrace 
his Doctrine. Azgordns ſnforms us in his Hiſto— 
ry, that, in a Council held at Paris in the Vent 
1209, the Clergy condemned to the Flames ſoinc 
of Ariftetie's Books, which had been a little be- 
furc brought from Conſlantinople, and tranflated 


trow “ 
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| from the Greek into Latin, and were at that Time 
| publickly read in the Schools “. 

| The Peripatetick Philoſophy prevailed longer 
in Africa than it did in Exrope: It is now above 
| [ive hundred Years ſince its firſt Eftabliſhment 
in that Country; and nothing hitherto has been 
| able to ruin its Credit. Happily tor this Syſtem, 
Morocco has not given Birth to a 6d, or a 
| Deſcartes. Should any ſuch riſe up among them 
E hercaſter, they will probably find it as difficult to 
| convince the Arabian, of the Detects of the an- 
cient Philoſophy, as the Frexch Moderns found 


. wo 


» WF it to open the Eyes. of their Countrymen. It js 

WF certain, they would be expoſed to as ſevere Per- 

1 WW {rcution: For the Mooriſh Doctors are no lefs | 

» @ favguine and cholerick than the Nazarene Di— mw 


vines; they are equally bigotted to the Opinions 4 
- BF which they have imbibed in their Youth, and are 4 
as ready to raile the Cry of Hererrck againſt any 
. © berſon who dares diſlent from them. 
EF Auverroes is a Proof of this. It coſt him dear 
| MW for preſuming to be wiſer than his Brother ro 
fellors: Nor was it, till after he had ſuffered 
much greater Hardſhips than thoſe which drove 


= Deſcartes from his Native Country, that he found, 
a4 laſt, an Opportunity of purſuing his Philoſo- 
- IF phical Studies without Diſturbance. The Hiſtory 
bis Misfortunes is ſo very curious, and deſcribes 

o exactly the Jealouſy which generally prevails 
nong the Learned of all Religions, that thon 


wilt be pleaſed to have a ſhort Abridgment of it, 
ritten by a very able Hand. 
Several of the Nobility, as well as Doctors 
in Corduba, particularly [hna-Zvar a Phyſician, 
| © envied Averroes, and reſolved to accuſe him 
of entertaining heterodox Principles in Reli— 
| | gion. 
pitordus, in vita Philippi Aurufti, apud Laundiam de varia 
ſtotelis Fortuna, Cap. I. Tag. 6. 
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gion. They ſuborned certain young Men, wh 

belought him to favour them with ſome 10 
tures in Philoſophy. Averroes readily complicd, 
and freely diſcovered his Sentiments on the 
Subjects he treated. Upon this they order an 


Indictment to be drawn by a Notary, and ac- 


cuſe him of Hereſy. This Inſtrument was 
ſigned by a hundred Witnefles, and diſpatched 
to Manſor the Emperor of Moroceo. The Prince 
having read it, was highly provoked, and crict 
aloud; It is plain this Man is not of our Rel. 
gion. 'He immediately confiſcated all his E. 

ſtate, and confined him to that particular Di 
ſtrict inhabited by the Fews. Awverroes obeyed | 
But, as he was going to the Moſque to pub. 
lick Worſhip, the Boys frequently inſulted and 
threw Stones at him, he therefore withdrew 
from Cordzba to Fez, and there concealed him: 
ſelf for ſome time. However he was at laſt 
diſcovered, and thrown into Prifon : They ap— 

ply to Manſur to know what ſhall be done with 
him. The Monarch having called a Council 
of Divines and Lawyers, bid them declare 
what Puniſhment ought to be inflicted on ſuch 
a Man. Moſt of this venerable Aflembly were 
of Opinion, that, as an Heretick, he ovght to 
be put to Death but ſome argued, that it 
would be improper to put to Death a Perſon 
of o great Note, who was chiefly known un— 
der the Character of a Lawyer and of a Divine; 
inſomuch that it will be noiled abroad, not that 
a Heretick, but that a Lawyer and a Divine i 
condemned. The Conſequence of this will be, 
firſt, That Infidels will be diſcouraged from 
coming over to our Religion, which "mult ne⸗ 
ceſſarily weaken its Intereſt; ſecondly, It wil 
be laid, that even the African Doctors can feet 


out, and diſcover Reaſons for Putting one an: 
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other to Death. It will therefore, added they, 
be more agreeable to the Rules of Equity, to 
oblige Averrees to make a publick Recantation 
before the Gate of the grand Moſque, where 
this Queſtion ſhall be put to him, whether he 
repents. It is our humble Advice, that, in 
cate he give Signs of Repentance, your Majelty 
ought to pardon him; tor no Man upon Earth 
is entirely free trom Guilt. Manſor approved 
of this Advice, and gave Orders to the Go- 
vernor of Les tor putting it in Execution. Ac- 
cordingly, on Friday, at the Hour of Prayer, 

our Philoſopher was led to the Gate of the 


liighelt Step of the Entrance, when every one, 
Das he entered into the Moſque, ſpit in his 
ace. Prayers being ended, the Doctors, at- 
tended by the Notaries, and the Judge with his 
Aſſiſtants, came and asked the unlucky Aver- 


anſwered, I do; upon which he was diſcharged. 
He continued in Fez, and there read Lectures 
on the Civil Law. A conliderable Time at- 
ter, Manſor gave him Leave to return to Cor- 
duba, where he lived extremely miſerable, ha- 
ving neither Money nor Books. In the mean 
time the Judge, who had ſucceeded him, ac- 
quitted himſelf ſo ill in the Office, and Juſtice 


Country, that the People groaned under moſt 
cruel Oppreſlion. The Emperor, deſirous to 
remedy thefe Evils, called a Council, and pro- 
poſed the Reſtauration of Averroes. Po this 
Overture the Majority of the Council agreed; 

whereupon an Order was ſent to bring him in— 
ſtantly to Morocco, in order to reſume his for— 
mer Employment. Averroes, upon this Ad- 


[24 co, 


grand Moſque, and placed bare-headed on the 


roes, Whether he repented of his Hereſy? He 


was generally ſo badly adminiltred in the 


[ 


vice, ſet out with his whole * amily for Moroc- 
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„ co, and there ſpent the reſt of his Days. I. Lveir A 
* was alſo buried in the City, not far from te Lies a 
* Currier's Gate; and his Tomb with the lu. 


: theit E 
| wanld 
ame 
ed to 

and W 
Ithe P. 
lieve 


{cription was to be ſeen for many Years after. 
I muſt not forget the Anſwer he gave to ſome 
who asked him what was the Situation of his 
Mind while under Perſecution : I was, rep!ied 
he, both pleaſed and diſpleaſed with that State 
It gave me Pleaſure to be diſcharged from the 
Toili and Fatigue of my Office; but it vexcd fie 


* 


* wor a little to ſee myſelf oppreſſed by falſe IM. oſs 
& meſſes. I did not wijh, continued he, zo bc 1c. WE nent 
* ſtored to my Poſt ; nor did I reſume it till after un - * 
* Innocence was ſufficiently cleared v. = 1 rides 


The firſt Time, dear Monceca, that I read ts Perſs 
melancholy Story of Averroes's Misfortuncs, IE 
called to mind the like Calamities, which a nun- x 


ber of learned Men fince that Time have ſuffered, wy 
with as little Shadow of Juſtice as this famous I... 1. 
Arabian. When ] reflected on the diſgraceful Po- Naber 
ſture in which this great Man was ſet at the Gate It0 pu 


of the Moſque, 1 fancied that I ſaw Arnaud, or 
Paſcal, ſeated on the Steps of the Jeſuite's Col- 
lege, and there ſuffering the Inſults of every Mem- 
ber of that Society. It the Jeſuites could have as 
eaſily latiated their Revenge at Paris, as the Cor— 
duban Doctors in Morocco, there is no doubt but 
the Auchorites of Port Royal muſt have ſubmitted 
to ſome Penance, more cruel perhaps than that 
enjoined the Arabian Philoſopher by the Mabome— 
Zans. 

There is no Hatred ſo implacable as that which 
ſprings from the Diſputes and Feuds of learned 
Men, and of Divines eſpecially. There is no 
ſort of Exceſs into which the Clergy will not 


Tara; 
100 me 

mans 
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nies 
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run when they are not over-awed by a ſuperior WW :. 
Power: They ſet every Engine at Work to ruin * 
; their iy 


* Bayle's Dit. Article, cAverrocs's Remaik, M. 
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their Adverſaries ; they ſtick at nothing: Calumny, 
Lies and Fraud, are ſanQtified Means to compals 
weir Ends. If the Enemies of the famous Ar- 
rand had not the Power of fixing upon him the 
{me Stigma inflicted on Averroes, they endeavour- 
ec to blaſt his Reputation by defamatory Libels ; 
Lind what ſhameful Abſurdities were palmed upon 
the Publick on that Occation ! If we can be- 
Hicve the Jeſuites, the illuſtrious Arnauld was a 
Sorcerer, and had great Intereſt at Beelgebub's 
Court: He uſed, every now and then, to compli- 
ment his Infernal Majeſty with the fineſt Flowers 
of Rhetorick. I? rs certain, ſays an Author *, that 
M. de Maupas, Bijhop of Evreux, affirmed to many 
FPcrſons, that he had been informed by a certain Con- 
vert from Witchcraft, that he had often ſeen M. 
FARNAULD at their Nocturnal Meetings, aloug 


„ % 2 Princeſs of the Blood; and that ARNAVLD 
ea moſt elegant Hlarangue to the Devil. Some 


gother of this Divine's Enemies had the Aſſurance 
oo publiſh to the World }, That he had declared 
imſelf Head of the WALDENSES, and was be- 


Je the mighty Patron of that People. I hus they 
- {Wicansform this Divine into a General, and place 
im at the Head of an Army; and this at a Time 
ben they could not but know that their Calum— 
t iics would be inſtantly defeated.' They did not 
d regard a future Diſcovery, provided their Frauds 
= could ſerve a preſent Turn. 

e dix Monks of Liege 4 did all in their Power 
„ bring the ſame Diſgrace and cruel Treatment 
p ; | ON 
5 | * The Author of the IVth Caſe of Janſenu,s Relations, 

Pig. 2. | 

0. ö see Queſtions curienſes. Pug. 4. 

* |! Nos tnfra inſeripti ſuperiores conventuales regularium in curate 
11 ſinenſi, (ert iorati de conventiculis quæ habentur atud certum At- 
ir bodum doctrinam ſuſpectam ſpargintem, cenſemus D, Vicartum cha- 
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on this renowned Doctor, that Averroes had met 
with in Morocco. I he Fathers, Guardian of the Kc- 
collets, and of the Franciſcans, the Priors of the 
Auſiia Friars, and of the Dominicans, and the Vi- 
car of the Carmelites, with the Rector of the Je- 
ſuites at theit Head, acted the very ſame Part with 
the Doctors of Cordula, animated by [bz the 
Phyſician. Theſe Monks drew up a Petition, te- 
quiring that Arnauld be excluded from all civil 
Society, as one that maintained Opinions deſtruc- 
tive of it. O texzpora! O mores! ls it not ſhock- 
ing, dear Monceca, that fix deſpicable Friars ſhould 
be fo daringly inſolent, as to ſpeak of one of the 
moſt learned Men in the World, in the ſame man- 
ner as they do of ſome Vagrant, or of one of thcir 
own Equals? With what Indignation will Poſte- 
rity one Day hear, that this celebrated Divine was 
pointed at by the contemptuous Name of One Ar- 
auld? It any thing can leſſen the Surpriſe, it mull 
be this, that numbers of other illuſtrious Perſons 
have met with the ſame ill I reatment from Ad- 
verſaries equally ignorant and hot-headed. 

To fay nothing of the Sufferings of the modern 
Literati, it we trace the Matter (till higher, it will 
appear that Merit has always been obnoxious to 
the Attacks of Envy. Men of Letters commonly 
mect with the greateſt Enemies among thoſe of 
their own Religion, and not among Perſons of a 
different Perſuaſion. M. Claude never preſumed 
to attack M. Arnauld's moral Character: This 


was done by none but a contemptible Herd of 


Moliuiſt Scribblers; " we except one Proteſtant 
| Miniſter, 


non dedięnetur, etiam cum didloe Arnoldo converſationes, Datam in 
(ont entu minorum has 25 Auguſt', 1600. cd quem effelum comm'!- 
Jiriui, R. P. MH. Ludovicum Lamet ſriotem Dommicanorum ad no- 
zune noſtro ac. ede um D. Vicarium, & exponendum inentronem ne- 
ram. Queſtion curienſe, Pag. 228. Good God! what bar- 
barous Lam have we here! It is indeed worthy the venerable 
Enemies of this leained Man. 
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Miniſter, whoſe Writings are ſo full of Blunders 
and Falſities, that even his Brethren are aſhamed 
of them *. Melanchton's bittereſt Enemies were 
Lutherans, and not Papiſts. His pacifick and be- 
nevolent Diſpoſition” drew upon him the Wrath 
of all the fiery Zealots: This bore ſo heavy upon 
him, that he expected Death, as the only thing that 
could ſecure him from Envy and Malice. We 
are told by the Author of his Lite, that the Jea- 
louſy of his Enemies roſe to ſuch a Pitch, and 
that they were ſo indefatigable to ruin him, that, 
during the forty Years he was Profeſlor, he ex- 
pected every Week to be turned out of the Of- 
tice f. 

This Caſe of Melanchton recalls to my Mind 
the like Fate of Abelard, one of the molt illuſtri— 
ous Reſtorers of the Sciences, and who was Co- 
temporary with Averroes. What Hardſhips ! what 
Calamities! did this great Man ſufter ; and all 
occafioned by the Malice and 111-nature' of the 
Prieſts, both ſecular and regular. They forced 


him, without permitting him to fay a Word in 


his own Defence, publickly to commit his Books 
to the Flames with his own Hands. The Hatred 
of ſome Authors would not ſuffer him to reſt, 
even after he was dead: They charged him with 
continuing a ſhametul Correſpondence with /Je- 
loiſe, after he had put it out of his Power to en- 
joy her; affirming, that he taſted the fame Delight 
in the mere Shadow, as in the Pleaſure itſelf +. 
How implacable, dear Monceca, mult the Hatred 
be which ariies among learned Men! ſince they 
S l dare 


Leſprit de M. Arnauld, compo(s par M. Furics, ä 

! Publica non dubitavit aſſirmare: ego jam hic ſum, Dei benef ro, 
Juadraginta annosz & nunquam potur arceve, aut certus efſe, me per 
7953 ſeptimanam manſurum oi, Camerarius, in vita Melancht. 

ag. 206, 


i Theophil. Raynaut, de Eunuchis, Pag. 148, 
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dare diſturb even the Aſhes of the Dead, and crue|- 
ly attack Heroes, whom Deſtiny has deptived of 
all Opportunities to defend theinſelves. 

In how many new Libels do virulent Authors 
aſperſe the Memory of Claude, Arnauld, Bayle, 
Montaigne, Abarbinel, Mai moni des. Luther, Cat: 
vn, St. Auſtin, St. Ferom, and many other illu- 
ſtrious Names in all Religions? But will theſc 
Criticks never learn to centure only what is amils 
in the Works of an Author, while at the ſame 
time they do Juſtice to his Merit, and commend 
his Perſon? Tho' I am a Few, dear Monceca, | 
cannot allow myſelf to call St. Auſtin a pitiful 
Scribbler, Arnauld an empty Fellow, Luther a 
Blockhead, Calvin a Man of no Capacity, and 
Bourdaſoue a Writer who poiſoned the World 
with unſound Morality. Indeed, I ſhould bluſh 
did Paſhon and Prejudice carry me ſuch mon- 
ſtrous Lengths. *Tis true, my Opinions arc 
very ditterent from thoſe of a Fanſeniſt or Moli- 
iſt Doctor ; but ſhould this hinder me from do- 
ing Juſtice to the beautiful Elegance and perſua- 
ſiv! e Force of their Writings? So far am 1 from cen- 
{uring every thing, and from aſperſing the Men, that 
| act in the ſame Manner, as a Judge, with regard 
to a Counſel, whole Genius and Eloquence he 
admirc, tho' he condemns the Cauſe he defends. 


Adieu, my Friend; beware of Prejudice and 
Partiality. 


Alviers, *. 
9 
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Jacop BRITO ro AARON MONCECA. 


arrived in Taxis. This City is built about 

three Leagues from the Ruins of old Carthage: 
It ſtands at a great Diſtance from the Sea; a Cir— 
cumitance that has ſecured it from Bombardment, 
and from all the dreadtul Calamities wherewith 
the Exgliſb and French have often chaſtiſed Algier, 
and Trifoli. Veſſels bound for Tanis caſt Anchor 
in a ſpacious Road, defended by the Caltles of 
Gouletta: Theſe are well fortified, and built at 
the Mouth of a ſmall Canal, which opens a Com- 
munication between the Sea and a Lake, an hun- 
dred Paces from which ſtauds the City of Tanis. 
Its Situation is nothing comparable to that of 
Carthage, nich was built on a Promontory itretci- 
ing a good way into the Sea, and forming a Cape 
that (till retains the Name of that ancient and fa- 
mous Commonwealth. I went to viſit the Ruins 
of this once renowned City: Among an imniente 
Heap of Stones, one meets with ſeveral ſubterra- 
neous Appartments. The moſt entire of tis 
Kind is a large Reſervoir, conſiſting of ſixteen or 
ſeventeen Cilterns, which ſerved to contain a 
Quantity of Water for the Service of the Pub- 
lick. "Theſe Ciſterns have a common Arch built 


|! is now two Days, my dear Monceca, ſince 


over them, which alſo covers two Galleries on 
the Sides of the Reſervoir; theſe afforded a con- 
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venient Paſſage to ſuch as went to draw Water, 
Some thouſands of Paces from the Ruins cf 
this City we may ſtill obſerve ſeveral very beauti— 
ful Aqueducts, of a conſiderable Length, and 
which, in ancient Times, reached to the publick 
Ciſterns. This, dear Monceca, is all that Time 
has left of haughty Carthage, once the formidable 
Rival of Rome itſelf. A few Years hence it will 
icarce be poſſible to diſcover the Place where it 


ſtood, if our modern Geographers do not take 


Care to point it out for the Uſe of Poſterity. 
We have in general but a very obſcure Idea of 
the molt celebrated Cities of Antiquity : What 
we know concerning them is fo confuſed, and 
intermixed with Fable, that it is impoſſible, in 
the Midſt of this Chaos of Darkneſs and Incer- 
rajinty, to dillinguiſh the Truth. Ancient Babylon 
is known to us only by the imperfec Relation 
of ſome old Writers, who are not able to clear 
up halt our Doubts. T here is not remaining at 
this Day the leaſt Veſtige of that renowned City. 
\Wearcentirely ignorant of the Manner of Build- 
ing uſed in the firit Ages of the World, except 
among the E2ypitians. We muſt deſcend as low 
as the Greeks and Romans to form a Notion of the 
Cement uſed in building of publick Edifices. But 
did the ancient Perſians, the Ethiopians, &c. uſe 
to build without Cement or Mortar, merely by 


joining the Stones together, atter the Manner of 


the Romans, as appears from ſeveral of their Works 
yet remaining *? We can make no Reply to this 
Qucition, nor ſhall we ever be able to gratity 
our Curioſity in this Reſpe&: The Diſtance is ſo 
remote, and the Hiſtory of theſe Times is ſo ob- 
cure, that the impartial Enguirer wants Evidence 
to ſatisfy his Mind about them. Belides, the Hints 


we take, and the Conjectures we form, from the 
Ruins 


* The Arenæ at Nimes are built in this Manner. 


* 
5 
. 

E 1. 
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Ruins of theſe ancient Buildings, are often falla- 
cious; Time has pulverized certain Parts of the 
Stones, Which we are apt to conſider as Mortar 
appearing in the Joinings of the Stones. In ſhort, 
ſuppoſing it true, that Mortar, or ſome glutinous 
Subſtance was uſed in theſe Buildings, 'tis impol- 
ſible for us at this Day to learn how this Cement 
was made; we have a thouſand different Accounts, 
but all fabulous and uncertain. 

Another Difficulty that occurs in examining 
the Ruins of theſe renowned Cities, 1s the ſtrong 
Probability that all theſe Ruins are of a much later 
Date than thoſe Buildings the Manner of which 
the Curious are in Queſt of. The principal Citics 
of Antiquity were deſtroyed ſeveral Times, and 
moſt of them rebuilt in the Times of the Romans. 
The Ruins which they now ſhew us of ancient 
Troy, are not the Remains of Priam's or of Hec- 
tor's Palace. Theſe Princes were not rich and 
powerful enough to dwell in ſuch ſumptuous 
Houſes, adorned with fo vaſt a Number of Marble 
Columns as are {till found in the Fields of Trey. 


To convince us of this, we need but read 14 


mer's Thad; for tho? a Poct always magnifies his 
Subject, yet the Moment we calt our Eyes on the 
immenſe Quantity of Marble ſcatter'd up and 
down the Fields of Troy, and call to mind the 
prodigious Numbers that muſt have been carried 
away, we Will eaſily ſee, that the Ruins which 
now -cxiſt bear no Reſemblance to the Deſcription 
of Homer's Ilium. It is certain that the Komans, 
who either believed, or were defirous of having 
it believed, that they ſprung from the ancient Tro- 
jaus, rebuilt that famous City of their Anceſtors. 
Auguſtus erected ſeveral magnificent Edifices on 
the Ruins of old Troy: They built a new Ilium, 
which likewiſe has long ago fallen a Sacrifice to 
all-derouring Time. So that if we now meet 
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with any Remains of Greatneſs, they ought to 
be aſcribed to the Romans rather than to the an- 
cient Trojans. | 
The ſame Reflections ſhould be extended to the 
Ruins of Carthage; and the Monuments which 
are ſeen in this Age, were poſſibly built by the 
Romans after they became Maſters of Africa. 
The ruinous Fate of ſo many proud Gities, 
which have been deſtroyed by the Mahometans, 
bath made me often reflect on the Prejudice this 
has done to the polite Arts and Sciences. How 
many bcautiful Edifices have they demoliſhed! 
How many curious Statues have they broke to 
Pieces ! What Devaſtation did they ſpread through- 
out ancient Greece, which contained a greater 
Quantity of valuable Monuments than all the 
reſt of the World! How could the Nazareze 
Princes give up that Country, the Seat of Learn- 
ing aud Politeneſs, a Prey to the Cruelty and 
Fury of theſe Barbarians ! 


If the Tarks had made their Incurſions into 


ſrreece, at the ſame time when the Gozhs, the 
Hiunns, and the FVandals ſacked Rome, and made 
as great Havock in the Welt as the Mahomertans 
did in the Eaſt, I ſhould not have wondered, had 
the European Monarchs abandoned Conſtantinople 
to Mahomet the Second. But, that this barbarous 
Tyrant ſhould ravage the Eaſtern Empire in the 
Fitceenth Century; that, after making himſelf 
Maſter of Conſtantinople, he ſhould be juſt upon 
the Point of marching to Koexze itſelf, in order to 
lay waſte and deſtroy the only Monuments that 
had eſcaped the Fury of Ignorance: This I can 

never reflect upon without bewailing the Blind- 
_ nefs of the Nazarenes, who were at that Time 
ſo intent upon pulling one another to Pieces, that 
they could not obſerve the common Enemy co— 
ming to ſwallow them all up together. 


It 
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dit is certain, dear Monceca, that if, inſtead of 
- I the chimerical Projects of Cruſades, the European 

E Princes had contented themſelves with driving 


e the Tarks entirely out of Europe, they might have 
n WW caſily gained their Point. This ought to have 
e deen their Scheme; for to purſue them into A/za, 


or to found a Kingdom among them in the Heart 
of Africa, is equally ridiculous and impracticable. 


2 

5 All the deſperate Attempts to this Purpoſe never 
5 have ſerved, and never will ſerve, any other End, 
l but to provide a Grave for vaſt Numbers of Na- 
| WF 2xrexes, who mult periſh, by the Fatigue of their 
March, and the Inclemency of the Climate. 
bis Remark naturally leads me to take No- 
" WM tice of the terrible Storm which is ready to break 


over the Heads of the Mahometans, If the fa- 
mous Alliance ſo much talked of ſhould take 
Place, and the Emperor, the Venetians, the Poles 
and Muſcovites ſhould unite together, the Tarks 4 
will run a deſperate Hazard: Should the Nazareze 130 
Princes maintain Peace amongſt themſelves for I! 
two Campaigns longer, the Ottoman Porte mult 
undoubtedly receive ſuch a Blow, as it will be 
impoffible for it ever to recover. In the laſt War 
which the Txrks had with the Empire, that ſingle 
Crown diſpoſſeſſed them of two of the moſt im- 
portant Forts upon their Frontiers, and obliged 
them to make an inglorious Peace. What, can 
we imagine, will be their Fate at preſent, when 
they have not only the Emperor to deal with, 
but muſt alſo defend themſelves againſt the Mzſ- 
covites on the one hand, and the Poles on the 
other! We may believe, indeed, if the Ottoman 
Empire get clear of this War, nothing will ever 
be able to hurt it; but this, I think, is ſcare poſ- 
ible. I doubt not, but before the End of this 
Year we may ſee ſuch an Event as may be wor- 
thy of being tranſmitted to lateſt Poſterity. 
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I own to thee, my dear Monceca, that tho? it 
may ſeem a Matter of Indifterence to me whe- 
ther the Nazarenes or Tarks get the better in this 
War; yet I cannot forbear being greatly intereſt- 
ed in favour of the former on account of the Arts 
and Sciences. Every Town that is taken by the 
Imperialiſts, every Battle they gain, is a Victory 
obtained over Ignorance and Barbarity. I confj- 
der the German Troop as the Miſſionaries of Rea- 
fon and Philoſophy. How glorious a Triumph 
would it be for Learning, in caſe a Book ſeller 
ſome Years hence ſhould expoſe to Sale, in the 
Hippodrome, the Works of Leibnitx, and of Sir 
Iſaac Newton ; and if Deſcartes and Gaſſendi ſhould 
appear in thoſe Places, where nothing had formerly 
been ſeen but the Works of ſome wretched 7Tark:j 
Divines! May we not hope, dear Monceca, that 
ſuch a propitious Revolution may one Day be 
brought about? Curſed Politicks! will you eter- 
nally be the Ruin of Mankind? I am of Opinion, 
that the ſame Reaſons which ſecure certain petty 
Princes in their Dominions, prevent the Ruin of 
the Mahometans. Great Monarchs are not ex- 
tremely pleaſed to ſee a Conqueror aggrandize 
himtelf, and become more formidable than them- 
felves. The total Subverſion of the Tzrkib Em- 
pire in Europe would not ſuit the Intereit of ſe- 
veral Powers, and therefore they don't defire its 
Down-tfall. Any Regards for Religion will ne- 
ver balance political Reaſons. We have ſeen even 
Roman Yontitts leaguing with thoſe very Tarks 
againſt whom Nome had publiſhed ſo many Cru- 
fades: Bur, New Times, New Politicks, is the 
Motto of all Princes. To return to Tanis: 
In this City there is a Dey, as in Algiers; but 
he is without Authority, and the Bey is really the 
Sovereign. This latter was formerly no more 
than Commander of the Militia; but, during the 
| various 
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N various Revolutions of this Kingdom, the Beys 
uſurped the ſupreme Authority. At this Day they 


1 nominate the Dey; they are inveſted likewiſe with 
a Power of depoſing him, which they exerciſe as 
| often as they ſee Occaſion. 


The Moors, or ancient Inhabitants, are leſs un- 


i happy in this Country than in Algiers. The Beys 
| behave with great Moderation towards them, in 
order to ſecure their Friendſhip againſt the reſtleſs 


Spirit of the Tarls: By this Means they maintain 
4 juſt Balance of Power, which keeps the Coun- 


try in Peace. The laſt Bey, who died but a few 


Years ago, gained conſiderable Advantages by fa- 
vouring the Moors. He had an Inclination to 
free them entirely from their Subjection to the 
Turks; but he durſt not attempt ſo difficult an 
Enterprize, which would have been attended with 
moſt fatal Conſequences in caſe it had miſcarried. 
It is remarked concerning this Prince, that he 
had no Buttocks, or at leaſt next to none: He 
parted with them to prevent the ill Conſequences 
of a ſevere Baſtinado, which he had received on 
his Poſteriors when he was but an Officer under 
the Bey. Two hundred Strokes had been given 


him, and theſe laid on with ſuch Violence, that 
the Surgeons were obliged to cut off his Buttocks 


to prevent a Gangrene. This rigorous Puniſh- 
ment produced afterwards a very good Effect; 
for, having learned by his own Misfortune how 
uletul Buttocks are to Mankind, upon his Acceſ- 
ſion to the Throne, he aboliſhed that Puniſhment 


which had deprived him of his: So that during 


the twenty Years of his Reign, the Poſteriors of 
his Subjects were effectually ſecured from the leaſt 
Inſult. His Succeſſor, inſenſible of a Misfortune 
which he had never felt, revived the ancient Cu— 


ſtom of giving the Baſtinado upon the Breech; 


tho' the Soles of the Feet are more frequently 
puniſhed 
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puniſhed on theſe Occaſions. Think not, dear 
Monceca, that I tell thee a Fiction; nothing iz 
more certain: Nor is it an uncommon thing, in 
this Place, to diſuſe a Puniſhment becauſe 'tis dil 
liked by the Sovereign. Adieu. 


PRETITEEES 
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. Jacos Brita r O AARON MONCECA. 


LETTER CEXVIE. 


7 HEN I ſet Sail from Tunis, dear Mon- 
AW, / ceca, to Tripoli, I was forced by con- 
OE +: trary Winds to put in for ſome Days 

at the Iſland of Gerbe. Near the Caſtle in this 

Ifland I beheld a Monument of the Cruelty and 

brutal Fury of Mankind. It is a Pyramid thirty 

Foot high, and upwards of an hundred and thirty 

Foot round; and is the Sepulchre of thoſe Chri- 
ſtians who were butchered by the Soldiers of Or- 
can, the General who won this Country from the 
Nazarenes. This Pyramid is built of Free Stone 
half way; but the Remainder is erected of no o- 
ther Materials than the Bones and Sculls of Men, 
piled one upon another. 5 

The Turks have a ſingular Satisfaction, in be- 
holding this Monument, of Hatred and Barbarity : 
They declare, that, ſince the Victories which they 
have gained over the Nazarezes are ſo many plain 

Marks of the Truth of their Religion, which God 

has viſibly favoured in all Ages, it is their Duty 
to eternize the Memory of them. The Succeſs of 


their 


Y © — 4 my 


OW 


germ Hiſtoriæ Orientalis, Pag. 138. 


JEWISH LETTERS. 107 


© their Arms is one of the ſtrongeſt Arguments by 
which the Mahomerans prove the Truth and Good- 


neſs of their Faith. Since God, ſay they, rs the 


Author of all proſperous Events, and ſince nothing 
| happens but according to his Will; is it not manifeſt 
8 that he is pleaſed with our Leal in ſpreading our Re- 
| ligion ? Are not the Bleſſings he vouchſafes us, and 
| the Victories which by his Aid we have obtained 
over ſo great Numbers of Nazarene Nations; are 
not theſe ſo many irreſragable Arguments that the 
| Alcoran came from Heaven *? 


This inveterate Prejudice of the Txrks makes 


them look upon the Fews with infinite Contempt. 
| They reproach us, as a People abandoned of God, 


having no fixed Abode upon Earth, and no Prince 


* of our own Nation to govern and prote& us. 


But nothing fure can be ſo ridiculous as this pre- 


ö tended Proof of the Koran. If the Extent of a 


Religion, and its Triumphs over our Enemies, 
were Proofs of its Excellency; the Tarks muſt 


I confeſs, that, when Feruſalem was deſtroyed by 


the Babylouians, the Deity for once looked down 


with Approbation upon Paganiſm itſelf. But it is 
| monſtrouſly abſurd, nay impious, to aſlert any 
| ſuch Thing; and whatever the Religion be, which 
bas been founded on Murders and Violence, I 


dare pronounce it infernal Enthuſiaſm, rather than 
# a celeſtial Doctrine. | 


The proper Methods of inſtructing Mankind 


are fo natural, that ſuch as would endeavour to 
| perſuade them by Motives of Force or Fear, muſt 
be Men of corrupt Principles. It is no hard Task 
to bring back the molt erroneous Mind to ſen— 
ble Truths, when gentle Means are uſed, and 
| all Views of Self-intereſt laid aſide; when the 
| lwcet and diſintereſted Manner of removing their 


Prejudices 
* Septera-caftrenſis de moribus Tuarcarum, Cap. XI. apud Hot 
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Prejudices demonſtrates that the InſtruQor i; 
prompted by no other Motive than philoſophical 
Candour and Sincerity. 

I make not the leaſt Scruple, but, if the In- 
quiſitors of Spain and Portugal were not blinded 
by Avarice and Ambition, a Few might eaſily 
make them own, that it is not only repugnant to 
the Dictates of Humanity, but alſo contrary to 
the Will of God, to impriſon and perſecute, to 
torment and burn a Number of unhappy Crea- 
tures, whoſe only Crime is their adhering to thoſe 
Opinions which they believe to be true, and which 
they had imbibed from their tender Infancy. Is 


it not monſtrous, dear Monceca, that they ſhould 


puniſh with Death a Man who never injured his 
Fellow Creatures, or did the leaſt Prejudice to 
Society? Is not this to act the Txrk, and employ 
all forts of Methods to propagate their Religion? 


If we may believe a Nazarene Author, the In- | 


quiſitors have political Reaſons, which determine 
them to imitate the Mabometans. As they have 
corrupted the Simplicity of the Nag arene Doctrine 
by abſurd Fables, *tis as neceſſary to employ Ar- 
tifice and Violence to make it go down, as to 
inculcate the Belief of the Alcoran. It is certain, 
that the Doctrines taught by certain Nagarenes, 
in ſome remote Countries, are capable of ſhock- 
ing the meaneſt Underſtanding, which has but 
any tolerable Idea of the Unity of God: Indecd, 
ſcarce any but ignorant Pagans could be made to 
ſwallow down ſuch palpable Abſurdities. 

A conſiderable Number of Popiſh Divines have 
been declaiming for many Years againſt the Je— 
ſuit Miſſionaries in China: They charge them with 


making an odd Mixture of Chriſtianity and Hea- \ 


 theniſin, and teaching the People only the Exter- 
nals, or rather the Superfluities, of Religion. The 
Proteſtant Divines corry their Invedtives (till fur- 

| ther; 


ther; but perhaps they are exaggerated, 
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Hatred which the different Se&s bear to Ach o- 
ther clouds the Mind, and often makes them ſee 


; Things in a falſe Light. 


Be this as it will, 1 ſhall here preſent thee, dear 


N Monceca, with a Paſſage from a celebrated Scho- 


lar, but a great Enemy of the Jeſuites. The Fe- 


N ſuites, ſays he, are not pleaſed with genuine Tradi- 
tion, becauſe it deſtroys their looſe Morality, and 


overturus the Doctrines of the Romiſh Church; 


eſpecially ſuch Doctrines as theſe ſuperſtitions Fa- 


thers propagate with the warmeſt Zeal, and travel 
to the Ends of the Earth in order to eſtabliſh. 


The following Paſſage will give us a Specimen of 


their Devotion. It is extracted from the Ii- 


[ ſtory of a Chriſtian Chineſe Lady, who had been in- 
| ſtrufted by Father Couplet the Jeſuite. 


„St. Ig- 
«© natius, ſays the Author of that Hiſtory, &. 
„Francis Xavier, St. Candida, whoſe Name ſhe 
« bore, St. Monica, St. Urſula, and her Compa- 
21045, were the moſt tender Objects of her Piety. 
ws Her Faith was ſo lively with regard to 
e the Virtue of Holy Water, and the Aſhes of con- 
&« ſecrated Palms, that fhe always conſidered them 
« as univerſal Specificks, and effectual Remedies 
« againſt Diſeaſes of every Kind.” Is not this a 
rare Faith and Piety! It is then St. Ignatius, Sz. 
Urſula, Holy Water, and Agnus Dei, which in- 
ſpire the Jeſuites with their Zeal: They croſs the 
Seas, and undertake ſuch tedious and hazardous 
Voyages, in order to ſubſtitute a new Syſtem of Pa- 
ganiſm in Room of that which formerly prevailed in 


China *. 

Theſe Animadverſions, dear Monceca, are ex- 

I know'not whether they are as 

juſt and well founded; but this 1 will ſay, that, 
K 1” Zinc t 8 


Y La Croxzy, Diſſertations Hiſtoriq ves ſur divers Sujets, Tom. 1, 


tremely ſevere. 
1 


Pag. 240. 
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if they are, Mankind are much more obliged to 
the Mahometans than to the Jeſuites. The former 
inculcate a Religion which admits of no other 
Worſhip but that of the Deity ; whereas the latter 
introduce only new Heathen Errors, and force 
them upon thoſe Nations whom they pretend to 
inſtruct. This Aſſertion of mine ought not to 
ſurpriſe the Nazarexes of whatever Sect they be; 
ſince one of the greateſt modern Philoſophers did 
not ſcruple to maintain, that we are obliged to 
the Tarks for imparting to a great Number of Ido- 
laters the Knowledge of the true God. The Ma- 
hometan Religion, ſays he, is a kind of Deiſm, 
joined to the Belief of certain Facts, and to the Ob- 
ſervance of ſome Ceremonies, which Mahomet and 
his Followers added to the Religion of Nature; and 
-evhich Adaitions, however impertinent, yet pleaſed 
ſeveral Nations. We owe to the Mahometans the 
Deſtruction of Paganiſm in many Parts of the 
World; and it would be one Step towards the In- 
zroduction of a more ſublime Religion, was it preach- 
ed in a right Manner, and if the inveterate Preju- 
dices of the Mahometans did not prove a great Ob- 
ſlacle in the Way *. | 

I am ſure, if the Jeſuites really preach ſuch Mo- 
rality, and ſuch Doctrines as are commonly aſcrib'd 
to them, all impartial Men muſt own, that it would 
contribute more to the extirpating Paganiſm, ſhould 
twenty Derviſes be ſent from Conſtantinople, than 
if an hundred Jeſuites ſet out from Rome and Pa- 
rig. But I confeſs, "tis my Opinion, that the Ad- 
verſaries of that Society exaggerate Matters great- 
1y; and that in the Account they give of chat Med. 
ley of Chriſtianity and Heatheniſm, which the Je- 
ſuites endeavour to eſtabliſh among the Indians, a 


great Number of Falſities are inſerted : Tho', at 


the ſame time, it is impoſſible but there mult be 


tome 
* Leitre de M. Labnitz a M. la Cree, ibid. Pag. 164, 


C 
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ſome Truth to give Foundation for the general. 
Complaints againſt the Jeſuites, on account. of 
their exceſſive Complaiſance to certain Parts of 
the Chineſe Worſhip. 

Now 1 am ſpeaking of the Reproaches thrown 
upon the Jeſuitical Order, I cannot but obferve 


© one Thing which I ſaw, and therefore can vouch 


it for Truth. In a certain deſert Iſland called 
Lampedoſſa, one poor Hermit has done more than 
the whole Society could ever effect. This Ifland 
was depopulated by Barbaraſſa, who carried all 
the Inhabitants Slaves into Tripoli; ſo that now. 
there 15 not one human Creature in the whole 
Ifland except the Hermit. This venerable Man 
officiates by Turns in a Chriſtian Chapel, and in 
a little Moſque which contains the Tomb of one 
of their Cherifs. This Hermit is a Papiſt, and yet 


he is equally careful of the Nazareze and Maho- 


metan Churches, and conſequently unites the two 
Benefices. Both Tur and Chriſtians, who put 
in at the Iſland for Water, reward his gholtly. 
Service by leaving him ſuch Things as he may 
ſtand in need of: But no body was ever yet able 


to make him declare to which of the two Chapels, 


he is moſt devoutly attached. No Jauſenuiſt Di- 
vine has hitherto taken it into his Head to write 
againſt him, and to prove that 'tis not lawful to 


| ſweep with the ſame Broom the Cherif's Moſque, 


and the Chapel of our Lady of good Voyage. Had 
I not therefore Reaſon to ſay, dear Moxceca, that 
this deſpicable Hermit has outdone the whole So- 
ciety? So much for the Jeſuites. q 
I return to my Obſervations with regard to. 
Tripoli, at which I arrived a Week ago. This 
City is not comparable either to Algiers or Tunis. 
They have the ſame Form of Government here 
as in other Maritime Towns of Africa. The Turks 
are Maſters, and the Moors their Slaves. The Na- 
K 2 Zarene 
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Zarene Renegadoes are here in great Repute, and 
fit! the chiet Employments. 1 here are vaſt Num- 
ders of theſe, and 1 have converſed with ſeveral 
who ſeemed to be as little acquainted with the 
Religion they had embraced as with that they had 
renounced. Moſt of them were groſly ignorant, 


ſcarce having any Notion of the very firſt Prin- 


Ciples of their Faith; and therefore *tis not to be 
wondered at, if they can but poorly juſtify the 
Change of their Religion. 
In other Countries Slaves are induced to turn 
Mahometans by the Severity of their Maſters, but 
here they are cajolled into that Profeſſion by Ca- 
reſſes and good Uſage. Of all the Corſairs of 
Barbary, the Tripolitans are the leaſt cruel ; tho! 
none are ſo much addicted to Thieving. This 
Vice is openly tolerated here; and a Child is ne- 
ver puniſhed who ſteals any thing artfully in the 
Streets. Tis true, in caſe the injured Perſon 
catch the young Rogue in the Fact, he is allow- 
ed to drub him a little, in order to teach him to 


be more cunning and dextrous another Time. 


Strangers, who are not acquainted with the Tricks 
of the Place, can ſcarce walk the Streets of Tri- 
Fol: for half an Hour, withodt miſſing their Hand- 
kerchiefs. This blind Toleration of Theft would 
meet with Partizans among thoſe who admire the 
chimerical Fancies of ſome ancient Legiſlators. 
Were the People of Tripoli acquainted with the 
Grec:an Hiſtory, I doubt not but they would be 
charmed to read, that the famous Lycargas had 
authoriſed in Sparta, by an expreſs Law, what 
they are content merely to tolerate. What would 
a Corſair ſay, ſhould he read the following Pal- 
ſage from Platarch? Among the young Spar- 
« fan,, the talleſt and moſt robuſt uſed to carry 
« Wood for making the Fire to dreſs Supper, 
«% while thoſe of leaſt Stature and weakeſt Ware 

“ lent 
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14 ſent to fetch Herbs and Salads, which they 
- FF «© mult ſteal out of Gardens and Eating-houſes, 
1c into which they crept with great Art and Se- 
c WW « creſy; for if they were taken in the Fact, they 
d « were ſeverely whipt, not for want of Honeſty, 


„ „ but for want of Mit. They likewiſe uſed to 
- 4 ſteal all the Victuals they could lay their Hands 
© WF «© on, cunningly catching the Opportunity when 
© IB © the Owners were unguarded, or afleep. In 

 & caſe of a Diſcovery, they were not only whipt, 
n WF «© but alſo half ſtarved, being reduced to very 
t * hort Allowance on Purpole that Hunger might 
of render them more bold and cunning to provide 


« for themſelves *. 


* Was not this a rare Academy for Youth? Had 
. Cartouche eſtabliſned Rules for training up young 
0 Thieves, could they have been better contrived than 
a thoſe of the Grecian Lawyiver? How ought Man- 
wo kind to bluſh for the Blunders and Follies of 
A thoſe upon whom they beltow the title of Wile ! 
og Many, who have acquired the Reputation of 
a great Genius's, and who have prelumed to pre— 
. {cribe Rules for their Fellow Creatures, deſetved 


4. | aatder, if Juſtice had been done them, to have 
c deen lodged in Bedlam. 
I don't mean barely thoſe Fools in whom the 
* Heathens repoſed a blind Confidence, but lik e- 
10 | wiſe thoſe who, during ſcveral Centuries pat, 
| have introduced among the Naxarenes fo many 
ridiculous Cuſtoms, which Superithion has revti- 
| dcred facred. Is it not every Jot as itupid to ihvt. 
I up, in a Number of Houſes, Crowds of lazy 
l Drones of no manner ot Service to the State, and 
I to exerciſe them in killing the Ground, in whip- 
ping, and ſuffering themielves to be over-grow n 
with Naſtineſs, as to bring up Boys in the Art 
or Þhieying with Cunning and Dexterity © Wat 
r K 3 „ ns 
* Plulareis Lite of Liu,. 
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a fine Parallel might one draw between Lycargns 
and Francis d' Aſſiſe? It is certain, however, that 
the Greek would appear with greater Advantage 
than the Italian, becauſe among the many Laws 
he enacted ſome are excellent, and outweigh the 
bad ones; whereas the Patriarch of the Franciſcans 
did nothing but give a Specimen to what Height 
of Frenzy the human Mind may ſometimes reach. 
Cicero uſed to ſay, that he could not imagine it 
poſſible for two Augurs to meet and look on one 
another without laughing. But 1 muſt confeſs, 
that it ſeems more ſtrange to me, how two Car- 
dinals, or two Roman Pontiffs, can reflect on the 
Nurnbers of idle and diſſolute Wretches, whom 
they have eſtabliſned in Religious Orders, and 
keep a grave Countenance. Should a Philoſopher 
be asked, which is moſt contrary to common 
Senſe, either that the Deity ſignifies his Will by 
the Flight of Birds, or that he would be honoured 


with Scourgings, fantaſtical Habits, Idleneſs, A- 


varice, Ignorance and Debauchery? I am con- 
vinced the Man of Reaſon would anſwer, that it 
is leſs abſurd to give Credit to the vain Practices 
of the Augurs, than to the Efficacy of the Mona- 
{tick Ceremonies. 


Adieu, my dear Monceca; and let me hear oft- 
ner from thee. 


Tripoli, . 
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AARON MoNCECA % JacoB BRIT O. 


as entertaining to me, who was utterly 

unacquainted with the Manners and Cuſ- 

toms of the Africans. I wiſh my Correſpondence 
may be equally agreeable and uſeful to thee. 

I was not at all ſurpriſed at the frequent Revo- 


T HY Letters, dear Bro, are as inſtructive 


lutions in Africa, and which commonly prove the 


Ruin of the Princes of that Country. Theſe are 
common enough in Nations much more polite 
and civilized than the Kingdoms of Algiers and 
Tunis. With how many civil Commotions has 
England been diſtracted within the laſt two hun- 
dred Years? In what diſmal Calamities was France 
involved, from the Reign of Heury II. down to 
that of Lewis XIV? During that Period, have 
we not ſeen two Monarchs aſſaſſinated one after 
another ; ſo that the French are no better than the 
Algerines? The Engliſh went (till farther, and 
added Contempt to Parricide, when they executed 
their King on a publick Scaffold. | 
Theſe horrid T ragedies, in both Nations, were 
acted by Perſons ſprung from the very Dregs of 
the People. The Sixteen who formed the League 


were ſuch deſpicable Wretches, as, in Times of 


Peace, would not have dared to look the meaneſt 


Magiſtrate in the Face: And was Cromuel now 


living, he would think himſelf happy in being the 
lowelt Member of the Houſe of Commons. 
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It is Opportunity, and the Difference of Cir— 
cumſtances, which determine the Fate of States, 
and the Authority of Kings. A very trifling Ac- 
cident has ſometimes: diſturbed the greateſt Calm, 
and involved a Government in the molt dread- 


ful Confuſions : At other Times the beſt concert- 


ed Plots are defeated; and the moſt formidable 
Attempts on the Authority of the Sovereign ſerve 
only to make it more arbitrary. 

Civil Wars and inteſtine Divifions break out at 
a lime when they are leaſt expected, and ceaſe 
when one would conclude them to be at the great- 
eſt Height. If any Perſon, during the Reign of 
Henry II. would have propheſied, that France 
was juſt going to plunge herſelf into the molt 


_ diſmal Calamities; that ſhe would perpetrate the 


blackeſt Crimes; that ſhe would aſſaſſinate her 
Kings; and that the greateſt Part of the Nobility 


would conſpire with the Prieſts and Monks to 


drive the Royal Family from the Throne, and 


ſet the Crown on the Head of a Foreigner : Had 


any Perſon, I ſay, ventured to propheſy theſe 
Things, (which notwithſtanding all came to pals) 


he would have been looked upon as a Madman, 


under the Influence of the blackeſt Frenzy. On 


the other hand, if, a little after the Murder of 


Henry III. when all Ihings ſeemed to preſage 
the ſpeedy and total Ruin of France, another Per— 
ſon had pretended to foretel, that a perfect Tran— 
quillity was at hand; that the Royal Family 
would be ſeated more firmly than ever upon the 
Throne; and that the Spanrards, who animated 
and conducted the fy gary would tremble, in 
Madrid, at the terrible Storm which was ready 
to fall upon them: this ſecond Prophet would 
have been deſpiſed as a Sybarite, intoxicated with 
the pleaſing Ideas of a diſorder'd Imagination: No 
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the former, who pretended to predict ſo many 
fatal Cataſtrophes at a Time when they were al- 


together improbable. And yet the Event has proved, 


| that a Regard would have been due to the Pre- 
dictions of two ſuch Prophets. 


The ſudden and unexpected Events of paſt Ages 
new what may poſſibly happen in the preſent and 
ſucceeding Times. There is not a Kingdom in 


Europe, let its Peace be ever ſo well eſtabliſhed, 


but, fifty Years hence, may be involved in as fa- 
tal Troubles as thoſe which occaſion ſo frequent 
Revolutions in the African Nations. I am never 
in the leaſt ſurpriſed when I hear of any unexpect- 
ed Sedition broke out in any Country. On the 
contrary, I reflect, that ſuch as now appear to en- 
joy a profound Peace, may be perhaps upon the 
Point of ſuffering the ſame Fate. 

Human Nature is the ſame every where. The 
only Art is, to know how to addreſs the different 
Paſſions, and they will produce the fame Effects 
in every Country. A Frenchman, or a German, 
would go as great Lengths as an Algerine, was 
he excited by Motives ſufficient to make a ttrong 
enough Impreſſion upon his Mind. The Africans 
tile in Rebellion againſt their Princes, becauſe 
they fancy that they are bad Governors ; that they 
act contrary to Law, and endeavour to enrich 
themſelves at the Expence of their Subjects, &c. 
And are not the European Subjects actuated by 
the very ſame Motives, when they take up Arms 


againſt their Sovereigns? This is all the Pretence, 
if we add that of Religion, which Rebels in all. 
Ages have made a Handle oſ. The Enemies of 
Henry III. and thoſe of Charles I. and James II. 
had no other Apology. And all who ſhall here- 


after levy War againſt their Princes will urge the 


ſame Arguments, becauſe they are moſt ſpecious, 


and 
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and conſequently moſt capable of making an Im- 
preſſion on the Minds of the People. 
The Europeans, dear Brito, are not ſo eaſily 
practiſed upon as the Algerines; but when they 
find Men artful enough to ſeduce them, they will 
go as great Lengths as any Africans. I repeat my 
former Obſervation, that I am fully ſatisfied that 
thoſe who have the Talent of impoſing upon 
Mankind by an artful Addreſs to their various 
Paſſions, and who know how to improve favour- 
able Circumſtances, may carry them out to Guilt 
of any Kind. But if the Situation of Things is 
not favourable, the utmoſt Efforts of human Sub- 
tlety will ſignify nothing. 
When we enquire into the various Revolutions 
that have happened in Europe, we will obſerve 
Fortune, and lucky Circumſtances, always be- 
friending the Prudence and Intrepidity of thoſe by 
whom they were brought about. If the League 
became ſo formidable to the French Monarchs, it 
mult be aſcribed to the particular Humour of the 
Times. The Nation had long been apprehenſive 
that there was a Plot againſt the Religion of their 
Fathers, and therefore they were eaſily perſuaded 
to take up Arins from a Principle of Conſcience. 
Under the Regency of the Duke of Orleans, any 
Leader, of as great Abilities, and as popular, as 
the Duke of Guiſe, might have made the Pariſiaus 
attempt the ſame Things, from Views of Intereſt, 


which they once had done from Motives of Re- 


ligion. 3 5 

lk ever France, ſince the Minority of Lewis XIV. 
had Reaſon to apprehend a dangerous Revolution, 
it was at the Time when Bank Bills were declared 


to be of no Value. To what terrible Meaſures 


may thoſe deſperate Perſons be driven, who in 2 


Moment are [tripped of the Fortune which they 
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; and their Anceſtors had lawfully gained by long 


Labour and Induſtry? But the good Genius of 


the Duke of Orleans got the better of theſe un- 
lucky and threatning Circumſtances, ſo that he 
diſpelled with Eaſe all the Clouds that ſeemed 
| to forebode the moſt dreadful T'empeſt. The 
| Rebels in Britany were puniſhed ; the Parliament of 
| Paris was baniſhed, a thing which remote Poſterity 
will ſcarce have Faith to believe. All Men bowed 
their Necks to the Yoke, becauſe none had Cou- 


rage and Ability to break it; there was not at 


' that Time a Duke of Gziſe, a Prince of Conde, 


nor even a Cardinal de Retz. | 

[ would adviſe all Kings, who want to know 
what bad Effects they have to fear from any new 
Tax they intend to lay on their Subjects, to en- 
quire carefully, whether there be not, in their 
Kingdom, ſome intriguing Perſon who knows 
how to make a proper Advantage of the Peoples 
Uneaſineſs. 
ſuch cunning Politician to apprehend any Danger 
from, they may ſafely put their Schemes in Exe- 
cution. Subjects, however much oppreſſed, if 
they are not animated by an able Leader, are eaſi- 
ly kept bound in Chains of Slavery. The Re- 
publick of Hollaud was formed by the brave Princes 
of Orange; indeed the cruel and tyrannical Ad- 
miniſtration of Philip II. would never have loſt 
him the Seven United Provinces, had not the 
Dutch and their Allies been ſupported and con- 
ducted by Princes of the Houſe of Naſſau, or by 
ſome other illuſtrious Captains. 

It is therefore no Wonder, dear Brito, that in 
Alziers, and other Kingdoms of Barbary, where 


there are ſo many Perſons who flatter themſelves. 


with the Hopes of riſing to the Crown, by the 
Deſtruction of him that wears it, there ſhould be 
Numbers catching at every Opportunity of diltreſ- 
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ſing the Sovereign, and conſequently that frequent 


Revolutions ſhould happen. The Hopes of 3 


Throne fire Men of Ambition; this diſpoſes them 
to encourage Faction, and put themſelves at the 


Head of any diſaffected Party. The avaricious 


and tyrannical Adminiſtration of the African Princes 


inclines their Subjects to Rebellion, and conſe- 
quently affords deſigning Men frequent Oppor- 


tunities to raiſe Inſurrections, and give great Diſ- 
turbance to the Government. 
the Reward of Rebellion in Europe, we might 


as a Crown 


poſſibly, ſee Princes making a tragical Exit, in 
that Quarter of the World, as often as in Africa. 
The Poſt, dear Brito, is juſt ſetting. out; fo 


that 'm obliged to end my Letter. I beg the 


Continuance of thy Correſpondence. | I hope, be- 


fore thou arriveſt in Conſtantinople, thou wilt pay 


a Viſit to ſome other Nations, and bring me ac- 
quainted with their Manners and Cuſtoms. I 


pleaſe myſelf greatly with the Proſpe& of a more 
particular Account of theſe Matters, when I ſhall 
have the Happineſs to. ſee thee. in Conſtantinople, 
I intend to bring along with me a conſiderable 


Number of valuable Books, which I bought in 
Paris, London and Amſterdam : I will add them 
to the Collection thou haſt made in Italy, and 
the ſeveral Provinces of France through which 
thou haſt travelled. Thou do'ſt not tell me whe- 
ther thou haſt met with any in Portugal. Good 
Books, 1 confeſs, are rarely found there; pet 
we may now and then light upon ſome worthy 
the Peruſal of the Learned. We will, my dear 
Brito, paſs many agreeable Hours in this common 
Library. Adieu. ; 


K 
London, « 
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AARON MON cECA Fo ISAAC ONIS. 


E have here lately publiſned, dear 7/azc, 
a new Book “, in which are ſevetral cu- 


rious and excellent Remarks. The Au- 

thor warmly oppoſes the ſurpriſing Effects com- 
monly aſcribed to the Strength of Imagination in 
pregnant Women. He demonſtrates by irrefrag- 
able Arguments, that the Ftus, in all its different 
States and Configurations, having in itſelf a dit- 
tinct and ſeparate Circulation of Blood, perform- 
ing of itſelf all the Functions neceſſary to Life, 
being united to the Womb no otherwite than 
lants are to the Earth; in ſhort, being a diſtinct 
Individuum, and no Part of the Mother. that £0n- 
ſequently it is impoſſible it can receive any Hurt 
merely from her Imagination, fince it ſubſiſts en- 
tirely out of the Sphere of that Paſſion. Tais 
learned Naturaliſt foreſaw how much the No- 
velty of his Sentiments would ſurpriſe thoſe who 
alcribe as much Power to the Imagination of 
breeding Women as to the Deity iticit. Nothing 
can be ſo ridiculous as to believe that mere F ancy 
can create Pigs Heads, Calves Feet, Monkies 
Tails, the Marks of various Sorte oe Fr rut, S. 
Was this F act, what would become of Mauh ing? 
Yate TV; L 5 5 In 


* Intitled, A Plaſecat Diſſertation concerning the treng'n of the 
(1 gnation, an Women with Child, upon the F- 


e N. D. and Membet of the Col! 
9 A5 & c. | 


an, by Tames Blun— 


ege of 1. ulicians in Lo4s 
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In five or fix Generations we ſhould meet wih r 
nothing but a Set of milshapen Monſters upon Þ © 
Earth; for moſt Women, ſome time or other 
during their Pregnancy, apply themſelves very 
{irongly to the Contemplation of certain Objects, 

Wo to thoſe Infants whoſe Mothers ſhould hap- 

pen to caſt their Eyes upon Apes, Aſſes, Turky- 

Cocks, ec. ſome would come into the World 
with Collops of Fleſh dangling at their Noſes, 

whilſt others would be born with an Ape's Tail, 

or with Ears reſembling Midas. The Author | 
am ſpeaking of ſets this Objection i in its full Force; 
and proves the abſolute Neceſſity, that there ſhon!d 
be a Stability in the various Seeds which generate 
the different Species of Animals. He demonſtrates, 
that thoſe deformed Bodies, commonly called 
Monſters, owe their Misfortune to natural Cauſes, 
ariſing from the Laws of Motion, and not to the 
Effect of the Imagination. Io juſtify this Opi- 
nion, he enquires into the Origin and Progreſs of 
Animal- Production; and takes a View of the dit— 
ferent Syſtems of learned Men upon this Que- 
liict.. He begins with that of Dr. Harvey: © I his 

oy Philoſopher, ſays he, who has gained an immortal 
6 Name by his Diſcovery of the Circulation of the 
** Blood as the firſt who pointed out the true Place 
«© where the Chick is formed in the Sperm of the 
« Egg. [t is he likewiſe who diſcovered that 
«al Animals, wimont Exception, proceed from 
* an Egg; and chaſequently, that the vulgar Opi— 
nion of Generation ex putri, is erroneous. 
% Harvey's Syltem was greatly improved by the 

++ many curious Experimems of Reignrier de Graz, 
% This latter has actually proved, not only that 
“ Eggs are the true Origin of all Animals, whe- Þ 
ther Oviparous or Viviparous, but alſo that 
<« theſe Eggs exiſt in the Teſticles of Women be- 
fore Conception; and that they become Proll. 4 
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JEWISH LETTERS. 123 
fick in the Fallopian Pubes, from whence they 
detcend to the Bottem of the Womb. Lec- 
wenhoeck gives us a different Explication of this 
mylterious Operation of Nature. He has dil- 
covered a great Number of Animalcala in the 
human Seed; and it is vaſtly furpriling to fee 
ſuch a Multitude of little Worms, like o many 
loads, in Miniature, fwiming up and duwn. 
Thete are ſo very minute, that many thouſand 
Millions of them are not equal to a Grain of 
Sand, wiole Diameter is leſs than the hundredth 
Part of an Inch. — It is evident, that theſe 
Animalcala are ablolutely neceſlary for the For— 
mation of the Fætus; for it has been obſerved, 
that a Man, whoſe Sced has none of theſe Tad- 
Pa les, is no Way qualified for Generation, not- 
vichlla nding he may ſeem healthy and robult. 
Fe. -weakoeck proved this Doctrine fo well, that 


it is now generally received. £1 his Dif- 


covery ſeems at firſt Sight to deſtroy de Graaf *s 
ilypotheſts ;- but 'tis pofiible to reconcile 
them, as Dr. Gardener has done, by allorting, 
that the Egg is properly the Nelt in which tt 
Anim N ſe i refides, and is nouriſhed for ſome 
Time. —— Theſe are the three moſt rational 
Sy{tems of Generation that have been yet pub- 
liſhed, They all, agree in this, that the 
Parts of the Fætus exilt ſome where before Con- 
ception ; ory which 1 propole che following 
Queltions. 1. By what Means the Imagination 
or the 785 can inſtantaneouſly, w ithout her 
Knowledge or Conſent, and contrary to her 
Will, efface the Lineaments or Features of the 
Talus that exiſted before Conception, —— and 


produce in a Moment new Limbs, with quite 


different Joints and Veins, and new Glands 
with lymphatick Vetiels, Sc. as we often ſee 
at the Birth of a Monſter, whoſe Form, and 


L 2 the 
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« the'Strocture of its Body, is entirely unknown 
„% tothe Mother? 2. If the Opinion of Leewes- 
« boeck, or of Gardener is true, how comes the 
Mother's Imagination to have any Inflaence 
upon the Fries, which is derived from the Sue 
© of the Man, and which conlequently is a gu 
tinct Jacividuum ſeparate from hers *?“ 

One of tne principal Motives which induces fe- 
veral Philoſophers to reject a Syſtem, is the 
Change it has undergone, as often as Occaiion 


40 


cc 


required, to obviate any Defect that J ime had 


dilcovered in it. Theie frequent Corrections, 
they conclude, are a Proof of the internal I allity 
of the principal Subject. But no Opinion his 
varied more than that which aſcrides this un 
bounded Power to the Imagination of pregnair 
Women. Ide Syitem ot thoſe who contend 
* for the Power of the Imagination, ſays the ab 
« mentioned Author, has from Time to Time 
Changed fo conſt derab? y; even in eſſential Points, 
that it is impoffible the lame Experiments mould 
„ favour Opinions fo contradictory and inconfin— 


„ent with each other. ihe moſt remarkable 


« Gbanges are theſe: 1. The Partizans of this 
Doctrine arc not agreed about the Perſons v9- 


11 


on whom the Imagination acts; 2. They can- 


« hot tell at what 1 ime the Imagination [DICE 


dens Force; 3. Ibey differ with relpect to ti. 
& Extent of its Power: In a Word, their Opinion 
« reſembles a Hara, which has One Tail, but 
+ many Heads. I know that, in the preſent Age, 


« logged ſolely in the Mother's Brain: But J am 
& mach furpriſed, that Women ſhould generally 


be jo wear as to admit this, and ſo charge 


© tae ſelves unzuſtly with a Crime {o highly in. 
„dus to their Sex. Nevertheleſs, ſeveral ene. 
1 0 11; 
C3 
Y Slenici's Diſſeitation, Pag. 57 — 64. 
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n « nent Authors have been of Opinion, that the 
> © <« Imagination of the Male, as well as that of 
nc WW «© the Female, contributes to determine the Co- 
"© WW <« lour of the Fætus. It is believed, ſays Phay, 
Cl fat the Thought or Imagination of both Male 
ad Female, paſſing ſwiftly through the Mind, 


l forms a kind of compound Colour *. Some have 
even made the Child ſhare in the Plot, and 


c WU <« placed it at the Head of the Conſpirators; al- 
" KF * ledging, that the Circumitances in which the 
id WF «© Frzzs 1s found are the accidental Cauſes to the 
„Mother, and ſerve as a Rule to point out what 
ais proper and fit for the Embrio. Other 
is W «© Writers extend their Credulity ſo far as to fancy 
cb that Men are able, by the mere Dint of Imagyi- 
i: WF © nation, to act upon Perſons at a great Diſtance 
i UF *© from them; either by affiicting them with Dit- 
-  *© eaſes, or healing them; by changing their very 
'v» F *© Conttitution and Make: In ſhort, they imagine 
5; that they have a Power of making them either 
ac happy or miſerable. They compare the Imagi- 
nation to a powerful Load-ſtone, the Sphere of 
i » whole Activity is very extenſive: They conſe— 
5 UF * quently fancy themſelves able to attract, move, 
”" KF *f and turn topſy-turvy, all Things animate or 
' KF * inanimate, that are within the Sphere of their 
* FF © Activiy. —— How ridiculous and whimſical 
KF * ſoever this Opinion may be, it hath. neverthe- 
1  *© leſs been defended by Paracelſus, Crellius, Pom— 
i: 2"> © poratius, and ſeveral others. —— 1 look upon 
„ dit to be no better founded than the Opinion 
Ss 2" © which afferts the Truth of Witchcraft and ju- 
n | * dicial Aſtrology. The Gentlemen in queſtion 
j © *© Gifter as widely. with regard to the Time in 
ee + © which the Power of Imagination exerts itſelf. 
he Ancients fixed it at the very Inſtant of. 
|. | X L 3 a 0 Con- 


1 Cogrtatio utriuſque animum ſubito traiſtolons effinzere ſimilitu i nem 


| 41 nuiſcere cxiſti,9i u, Fin. Hiſt; Nat. Lib. VIII. Cap. XII. 


7 9 a 7 7 
R 5 Ax | 4 
I Oe en T8 


— — — — mils ea Enna, 22 


126 JEWISH LETTERS. 


« Conception, meaning the very Act of Coit'on 
« thus Plixy writes “: 12 ig thought that wha: 


« ever a Perſon ſees, hears, or thinks upon, at the { 
«K [ſtant of Conception, contributes greatiy to t ] 
HKeſemblance of the Fœtus. A modern Au— c 
« thor is of Opinion, that the Imagination doe: t 
«not begin to exert its Power till after the Vir!- \ 
« fication of the Fetus, i. e. when it begins to lic 
„in the Womb f. In ſhbrt, moſt late Writers 1 
e agree, that the Imagination may act upon the | 
« Fxtus, from the Moment of Conception it! 


« the Birth. But they forget to tell us what be- 

© comes of thoſe large Pieces of FleT and Bones 

„% which the Imagination ſeparates from the Fe- 

<« 74s, even after it is grown to a conſiderabie 

„Sire 1. 173 

Inis Objection, dear Iſaac, with which our Au- 

Wii thor concludes the Imaginary Syſtem, deltroys at 
1D once all the Subtleties of ſuch Philoſophers as are 
1 fond of finding out Myſteries, where there is no— 
thing but what is extremely natural. For if the 
Imogination has a Power of depriving a Child of 
one of its Limbs even a little before its Birth, 
what becomes of the Subſtance which formed 
that Limb ? The Difficulty is ſtill greater, when 
we ſuppoſe that the Imagination creates ſome he- 
terogeneons Body. Whence does it fo readily 
furniſh that new Quantity of Matter? Has it 2 
divine Power, to create it from nothing? Thoſe 
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| Philoſophers who have ftrongly maintained the ; 
9 old Maxim, Ex nibilo nihil fit, i. e. nothing can | 
1 be produced from nothing, will ſcarce be ſo com- 
: 4 © plaifant, as to allow the Imagination of a Mother, 


Who longs for a Loin of Veal, a Power of pro- 
| ducing, 


r * 


„ Plin, Hiſt. Nat, Lib. VIII. Cap. XII. 


1 Dr. Turner's Defence of the Twelfth Chapter of the Fus 
Part of a Treatiſe de Morbis cutantit, Pag. 142, | 


t Blondei's Dillertation, Chap, III. Tag. g-—13, 
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dueing, in an Inſtant, on the Breaſt of à Child 
perfectly formed, a Piece of Fleſh reſembling a 
Loin of Veal: And yet this Miracle 1s frequent- 
y wrought by Female Fancy, if we will beticye 
certain Naturalitts. They relate odd Stories to 
this Purpoſe, one of which our Author rallies 
very pleaſantly as follows: 

« Philip Meurs, an Apoſtolic Protonotaty, had, A 


« Siſter well ſhaped in every Part of her Body, 


but unhappily ſhe bad no Head; inſtead of which 
© ſhe had in her Neck the Shell of a Fiſh, re- 
« ſembling a Muſcle; by this they fed the Muſcle- 
** Nymph with a Spoon. The Accident was ow- 
« ing to this: Her Mother, being with Child of 
6 her, had a very great Longing for ſome Muſcles 
+ which ſhe ſaw at a Fiſh-monger's, but could 
« not have her Cravings indulged in that Inſtant. 
The young Lady, Miſs Muſcle, lived to Eleven 
« Years of Age in that monſtrous Condition, ; : 
but one Morning opening her Shells to take in 
„ Food, ſhe ſhut them again with ſuch Violence, 
«© that they broke againſt the Spoon, upon which 
© ſhe died that Inſtant. —— What Man ever heard 
« ſach a ridiculous Story? A Muſcle fed with a 
« Spoon! Crædat judæus apella, non ego. 
Pr. Tarner, to render this Story credible, tells 
« us, that be himſelf ſaw a Child born with a fleſhy y, 
or rather, cartilaginous Excreſcence upon its 
Head, in Form of a Grenadier's Cap. This 
6 Monſter was born alive, but died inſtantiy after. 
* — I could tell you, if I world, adds the Doc- 
tor, the Depoſition made by the Mother, but 1 
do not thiak it proper. What a fine Argument 
„this! A Child comes into the World with a 


the Accident is induttcioully concealed. This 
Infant had not an Opportunity of receiving the 
* leaſt Nouriſhment, but died in the Birth : Ergo 

| . ie 


= 


Grenadier's Cap, and the pretended Cauſe of 
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„tis not abſurd to ſay, that a Muſcle was fed 


“% with a Spoon eleven Years; and that unluckj! 
4e this Spoon killed the Virgin-Muſcle, by break— 
„ ing its Jaws. However, not to keep the Rea— 
„ der any longer in Suſpence about the Prodigy 
« of Miſs Muſcle, Fienns is the only Perſon why 
% publiſhed it; — and doth not he poſitively ſay 
© that Mears very ſeldom ſpoke I'ruth * 2”? 

The greater Part of Stories related concerning 
Monſters and imperfect Births, are liable to the 
fame Exceptions as that which our Author fv 
juſtly ridicules. The ſame Thing happens to 
them as to moſt Facts related by different Au— 
thors: The marvellous increaſes in every Hane 
thro' which they paſs; and no one repeats them 
but takes the Liberty to embelliſh the Relation 
with ſome additional Circumſtances. . A Bit of 
Fleſh, no bigger than a Nut, ſoon grows to t'c 
Magnitude of a Grenadier's Cap. This exact 
correſponds to the Story of the Man who pic- 
tended, one Morning, that he had laid an Egg. 
Before the Sun went down it was confident!y 
affirmed, at the End of the Street, that he laid 
every Day an Hundred. I deny not that mon- 
{trous and miſsbapen Children are ſomctimes 
brought into the World; Experience puts this be— 
yond Doubt: But theſe Births happen very rarely, 
and are owing to quite different Cauſes from a 


Female Imagination, which can never ad directly 


upon the Fatas. Whatever Power we may alcrive 


to this Faculty, bodily Force is abſolutely neceſ- 


fary to produce the leaſt Effect on the Fleſh ot a 
Child. Matter only is capable of acting upon 
Matter, 


Dio me non credere, quia enim ipþſe erat ſenex & hiſtoria eat 
retuſta, ob cu ut t etuſtatem non poter at facile ab aliquo rediroui, at? 
tum in ul, tum in aliis quas aliquando commemorabat, ſepe erat vate 
inſ-lix, coniiciendo veritatem, Deus ſit animæ tjas propitius, Fiens 
Quæſt. XXII. 5 : 
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Matter, ſo as to cauſe Fractures and Diſlocations, 
and bring about a total Change in it. A delirious 
Perſou may fancy that he has an Head of Glals, 
and theretore be afraid of breaking it; but this 
makes no Alteration in the Matter or Configu— 
ration of the Body. Now, is it not abſurd to lay, 
that a Woman, who is not able, by the Strength 
of her Imagination, to produce the leaſt Change 
in her own Body, can occaſion ſo great an Effect 
upon that of her Child. 
The Author, with great Judgment, refutes all 
the Objections raiſed againit theſe Reaſons. He 
utterly deſtroys the falſe Principles that Father 
Maliehrauehbe had indilcreetly built on a Story, 
witch, tho' very extraordinary, Mi ight yet be eaſi- 
accounted for by ordinary Cauſes, and the Laws 
erf Motion. © Jo come, ſays he, to Father Malle— 
** branche's Story: About ſeven or eight Tears 
ago, lays this F ather * there was, in the Hoſpi- 
70 toy Incurables, a young Wen born en [dent 
Gs whoſe Body was broken it the ſame Places in 
„ which thoſe of Criminals uſe to be broke. He 


'* lived twenty Tears in that Condition, and has been 


ſee n oy many. The Cauſe of. this W 
HMiijurtune was this; the Mother, hearing of a 
Criminal who was ” be broke pon the I heel, 
„ bad the Cartoſfity to go and ſee the Execution: 
Aud as Children iu the Womb ſee the ſame Things, 
aud hear the ſame Cries that the Mothers di; 
ſo they receive the fame Impreſſions from Objeds, 
aud are moved by the ſume Paſjions. Tre Blyws 


10 viven to the Malefador fIruck viotently oa the 
© Mother?s Imarination, and rebounded with equal 
(L 


* which, being unable 19 reſiſt the Flood of Spirits, 
were bribes. Ileuce he came into the Horld an 
« [deovt. 


* Recherche de la verite, Live, II. Chap VII. quoted. by 


Liondel, Pag. 35, 39. 


Force on the Child's tender Brain; the Fibres of 
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« [deot. The impetuous Motion of the animal ti. 
e rits, in the Mother, ſtruagly dilated her Brun, 
and communicated itſelf to the various Paris if 
% her Body, correſpond:ng to thoſe of th: Criminal, 
„ But as the Mother's Bones were ſtrong envx7( 1 
repel the [impetusſity of the Spirits, they recei cod 
rot the leaſt Injury, Poſſibly ſhe might not feel 
« the leaſt Pain on that Occaſiun; but this rapid 
Current of Spirits might diſlocate or break the 
&« tender Bones of the Infant. Ii muſt be obſer ved, 
ce that, had this Woman diverted the Mution of br 
„ dpzrits to ſome other Part of her Body, by ſcratc- 
ing, for inſtance, her Back:ſide, the Child migit 


1 


& have been ſaſe. Is not this a fine Recipe of Dr. 
HMallebraucte recommended to pregnant Wäa— 
4 


men, to preſerve their Children from the cis 
“ mal Effects of Imagination !?? 
o this Reflection of our Author, dear Inas, 
1 ſhall add another. If Ariſtotle had adviled Wo— 
men to ſcratch their Poſteriors, in order to pre- 
vent the ill Effects of Imagination; how fatyti- 
cally would the modern Naturaliſts, and eſp: ci- 
ally Mallebranche, have ridiculed fuch a childiin 
Counſel? Ariſtotle, would they have ſaid, ww: 
has, with ſuch profound Learning, unvailed all the 
Arcana of Nature, and preſcribed Reinedies 791 
every Diſaſter that can f1fivly happen ; this wonder: 
ful Mau orders MWomen ty ſcratch their Buttucks, to 
preſerve the Fœtus om the Impreſſions of the Ima: 
gination. Can any thing be more ſilly and ridict- 
tous e Qught not this Greek Philoſopher to be calicd 
the Prince of the Fumblers, rather than the Price 
of the Philoſophers? But here we have a mode: 
Philoſopher preſcribing this whimſical Recipe, a3! 
yet no one endeavours to expoſe bim: All that 
is done, is barely to deny its Virtue. For my 
own Part, I can't but wonder, that Father Malic- 
brauche ſhould place the Virtue in the You” 
ack- 
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Pack- ſide, rather than in any other Part of her Body. 
lad he been a jeſuit, 1 could have gueſſed the 
Reaſon of tne Preference. But, Raillery apart, 
had not the Ezgl: Author Reaſon to ſay, © Who 
Jever ſaw a Fracture continue twenty Years 
« without becoming callous? - will not 
« deny but there might have been in the Hoſpital, 
« a Child, the Conitruction of whoſe Limbs was 
« fo ſingular and Jelormeg, as to give Occaſion 
« for ſuch a Story. But it is very probable 
« that this Child Was born with the Bones both 
« of the Carpas and Tarſus out of Joint; which 
ignorant People might eaſily take for Fractures 
by reſembling thoſe made in the Bodies of Cri- 
% minals. — This might probably give the Mo- 
« ther an Opportunity of trumping up that idle 
« Fiction to move the Compaſſion of charitable 
« Pcople. Beſides, it has been obſerved by cre. 
„ dible Authors, that there are Bones ſometimes 
found which never had any Solidity, or at leaſt 
have loſt their Hardneſs, if ever they had any.” 
After the Ezgliſþ Naturaliſt has effectually re— 
futed the Poſſibility of the Effects aſcribed to the 


Imagination of Women, and demonſtrated that 


they are repugnant to the Principles of Anatomy, 
the Nerves of the Mother having no Communi- 
cation with thoſe of the Child; he ſhews, that, as 
the Paſſions of the Body are only Motions of the 
Blood and Spirits, whoſe Velocity is ſometimes 
greater and ſometimes leſs, Surpriſe, with reſpect 
to the Mind, is nothing elſe but a ſudden Com- 


pariſon made, with or without Pain, between an 


Object that is familiar, andanother that is unknown 
to us. « For, are Children, ſays be *, capable 


© of making all theſe Reflections, it a Time when 


they are no more than a ſenſitive Lump of 


«EF leſh? The Mother' s Thoughts are indeed very 


by exten- 
* Blendel's Diſſertation, Pag. 53, 54. 
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« extenſive; but then they are not at all fiene 


C1 
Atze Capacity of the Child, whoſe weak Un, 4 
« ftanding is not yet formed tor the Nuo e « | 
«of external Objects, ſuch » affect or diſturb: 13 
« Mother. She is frighted at a Sword, ut „ 
« ſhe either dreads or diſtruſts the Hand wiil; e 
ce holds it; ſhe is terrified at the Sight of a ol _ a" | 
et becanle ſhe fancies he may bite her: B. at what | 
« Notion Can the Child have of theſe Thin * 
40 Thoſe who pretend, with Mallel fan, “ee 
ce that the unborn Infant ſees the ſame Objects 5 oY 
ce the Mother, and hears the ſame Sounds, mat WWF «<- 
« ſay, in effect, that ſuch Intauts can ſce with: BY 
« Light, and hear when thcir Ears are ſtopt— „ 
« And how is it poſſible for the Mother to com- „ 
« municate her I houghts to the Child in tir MW «; 
„% Womb, when her Soul is ab! olutely ſeparated WF « q 
© from that of the Fetzs i” a 
The natural Reaſons, which this Author Ra BY 
vances for thoſe Marks and Detormities fometin 3" „ 
found in Children, are as judicious and ratioital 1 
as thoſe by which he refutes the Effects of the Ima— 4 n 
gination. He alcribes theſe monſtrous Births i» * 
the Diſcaſes and Infirmities of the Animals in tic MW « v 
Womb; to the Interruption of the Growth offre MW « 
Parts of the Futus; to ſome external Violence E404 
ofercd the Mother; to her bad Health, or tot: BEE 
Eggs changing their Place. © There is no Pouts [6:6 
00 Jays he *, but Children are as liable to Sickne * 
ein the Womb, as after they arc born: They ue « ( 
«© not exempt from Cataracls, the Gout, & — | "6-51 
lt would therefore be ſtrange, and even aſto ni « \ 


« ing, that a tender Body, like that of the 2 2 
capable of receiving the leaſt Impreſſions, ſhow! 


| always come into the World, without die“. i 

50 Vering the ſad Ettects of numberleſs Infirt': -: ERS 
| e by .lome Mark or Deformity, —— The varie in con 
| 44S i 14-5 3 
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Parts of the Fætus are all planed out in the Egg; 
but they do not grow equally: Some diſplay 
themletves ſoon, wicreas others do not appear 
ina long Time; and perhaps never, if they meet 
with any Obſtacle. For, if the Fwirs be indiſ- 
poſed, the Obſtructions of the Veſlels may de- 
prive certain Parts of their proper Nouriſhinent 
which conſequently remain in their fiiit State, 
while the other Parts grow and become per- 
fect. In this Caſe, the Phenomenon appears ſo 
ſtrange, that the Vulgar immediately cry our, 
a Monſter ! and aſcribe the irregular Birth to 
the Mother's Imagination; though there be no- 
thing in it but what is exactly agreeable to all 
the general Laws of Nature. — For example, 
the Brain at firſt appears like two watry Blad- 
ders, but in Lime that Water condenſes, or 
thickens, and is covered over with a thin Mem— 
brane *. Some Children have come into the 
World without the Appearance of any Brain 
at all. Such a Fact is related in Blegy's Jour- 
nal: He tells us, that a certain Child was born 
without a Brain, and yet lived five Days 7; 
without doubt this Child's Brain continued in 
its firſt State, by reaſon of ſome Obſtructions, 
and confequently appearcd watry. Wheu- 
ever an Infant is born with any Refemblance 
of a Frog, an Ape, or ſomething ſtill more 
ugly, it mult be attributed to the fame natural 
Cauſe: The Lips and Cheeks, for inſtance, are 
not yet arrived at their Perfection, aud the 
Mouth 3s ſtretched as wide as the Ears, which 
Vol. IV. M e ew 


* 4 * . | A A. NP 8 4 7 
In cabite cifcumert ſente membran-, c aqua limpidiſſima cores 
brim coucinnut ur. 


(e rebrum & cœrebellum ix limpidiſſim: aqua 


cod gulu m calloſum denſantur. Hatvæus, Exercit. LXIX. 


een) Zoditcus Af; 400: Cane, Apr 1531, Ob!eryat, . 


- wag ELIE IE; A A * 3 


„ 


— 


A 


.. r 


(e 


— = en rm 


134 JEWISH LETTERS. 

ee then are imperceptible *. Children born wi; 
ce theſe Impertections appear very frightfu! to Be- 
& holders, and give Occaſion to many fabulous 
e Stories. It is no difficult Matter to dit 
% cover the Cauſe of red Marks: They procecd 
„ very often from the Skin's not being of a due 
« Thickneſs in that Part; hence it ſeems as tho' 
it had been flea'd, and all the Veins, being 
„ cloſe to the Surface of the Skin, are ealily ſeen. 
Sometimes this Defect is not owing ſo much 
« to the Skin, as to the Structure of the Arteries 
“ and Veins; the capillary Branches of the tor- 


& Jatcd than uſual; and thoſe of the latter being 
© but few, narrow, and diſcharging the Blood 
&« flowly. -—- The Body of the Fezzs, being very 
« tender, is liable to be bruiſed and hurt by the 
„ {trong Convulſions of the Tubes, and by thote 


of the Womb, as wel! as by the violent Con— 


traction of the Muſcles of the Abdomen. Hyjo- 


© crates was of Opinion, that the ill Conſtruction 


e of the Womb may occaſion Deformities. The 
i Child, ſays he, will be maimed if it has not Room 


©« enough in the Womb f. It is like a Vegetable, 


« which, meeting with a Stone, or ſome other 


4% Subſtance that ſtraitens it in its Growth, be- 


« comes inſenſibly deformed; thin on one Side, 
« and thick on the other.” : 

Is it poſſible, dear IJſaac, that when Reaſon, 
aſſiſted by Anatomy, offers ſo many natural Caules 
for explaining the imperfe& Formation of Ani- 
mals, ſeveral Philoſophers ſhould, notwithſtand- 
ing, maintain and juſtify vulgar Errors; while 
they aſcribe to the Imagination in Women certain 
Effects, the Cauſes whereof Nature has preſented 


in 


Oris rictus ad utramque aurem protenſus cernitur. Hatvæus, 


F xercit. LXIX. | 
* [lypocrates, de genitur, Art. IX. 


| 
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mer being extremely numerous, and more ci— 
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in ſo clear a Light? But, ſays a Partiſan of Malle- 
branche, if a Feinale Imagination can have no Effect 
aron a Fœtus, how comes it that ſome Women have 
veen hurt by @ mere Fright * If thea the Fœtus be 
inſenſible of whatever palſes in the Imagination of 
the Mother, how can it ſhare in her Fears? Lo 
this I anſwer, that in reality it has no Share in 
his Fear, but is greatly affected by the corporal 
Impreſſions occaſioned by the Fright of the Mo— 
ther; and theſe Imprefiions are made by the Muſclcs 
of the Abdomen, which comprets the Iuteſtines, 
and cauſe the Womb to thruſt upon the Fetus, 
and ſometimes deſtroy it. Violent Pathons give 
a great Shock to the human Body. Surpiiic, Fear 
and Anger produce juſt the fame Effect on the 
human Machine, as a Fall doth on a Watch. 
Would we be ſurpriſed, if a Man ſhould by a 
Fall put the Spring of his Watch out of Order ? 
Would it be neceſſary to have Recoucſe to lma— 
gination, in order to account for the Damage 
which the Watch ſuſtained? And, to prevent it, 
would we adviſe the Man to ſcratch his Back ſide 
as he fell? Were ſome of the ancient Philofophers 


to return to this World, *tis certain they would 


find, in the Works of certain Moderns, Matter 
lufcicut to revenge themſelves for all the IIl- 


nature, and fatyrical Remarks beſtowed upon 


their Opinions. 


Adieu, dear Iſaac; Contentment and Happineſs 
attend thee. 


London, . 


M 2 LETTER 
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LETTER CLXX. 


Jacop Brito vv AARON MON CEA. 


LS <> 


18 4 pretty near Reſemblance between the lu— 

babitants of Te- poli and the ancient Spartans, 
The totmer have alſo adopted ſome of the Roman 
Cuſtoms. Their City is guarded in the Niyht- 
time by great Maſtiffs, which they ſhut up "the 
| whole Day in one of the Baſtions of the Ram— 
part. Theſe Dogs diſcharge the Duties of their 
Fanction with great Fidelity and Exactneſs: I hey 
patrol through the Streets all Night, and it they 
happen to meet with any Perſon they are ſure to 
tcar him in Pieces. The Moment Day breaks, 
they go'cf their own Accord to the Door of thci ir 
Priſon. There, indeed, they are leſs quiet than 
thoſe Dogs who were appointed to guard the 
Capitol ; for whenever a Stranger approaches 
their Kennel, mee ſet vp ſuch a barking, as is 
heard all over that Quarter of the City: Wacre- 
as the Roman Mat were obliged, under Pain 
of Death, to be quiet in the Day- time. The 
People of Tripoli, in this Reſpect, diſcover a 
larger Share of common Senſe than the Ka,, 
for they require from Brutes only ſuch Actions 
as juit their Nature, and are not fo ſimple, as to 
expect trom them a Chain of Argument. 

I know not, dear Mouceca, it ever thou haſt 
taken Notice of the ſtrict Diſcipline which tne 


[ Obſerved, dear Monceca, in my laſt, that there 


Dogs in the Capitol were obliged to obſerve. 


Ons wonld be almoſt” ternpred to believe, that 


toe fuperſtitious Romans were perſuaded that theſe . 
brutes mult have been tafpired by the Diety. 


' 4; 
Jt) 
/ 


T: he 
mak 
bark 


cmi 


mor 
that 
and 
ſhou 
plat 
Nat 
Circ 
Ma: 
Mo 
in a 
Judi 
tin 
jult 

O C 
mor 
digt 
Refi 
ſeen 
Peo 
aver 
vet 


JEWISH LETTERS: 137 
They are kept and fed, ſays Cicero, that they may 
mate a Noiſe ; and therefore tis not ſtrange if they 
tark, in the Night, at any one whom they hear 
coming, without diſtinguiſhing between the honeſt 
Man and the Villain: The Unſeaſunableneſs of the 
Hour excuſes the Miſtake, and juſtifies their Suſpi- 
tion, Bat if they bark, in Day-lig ht, at any Per- 
ſon who goes into the Temple to Worſhip, they are 
ſure to have their Legs broke *, ELL 
Is not this a ſage Maxim, and founded upon 
good Senſe! Is it not the Height of Wiſdom to 
require a Dog to lay aſide his Nature during the, 
Day, and to reſume it regularly every Night % 
Pain of being hanged by the Neck till be ts dead? 
Indeed, when we conſider all the childiſh Abſur- 


cities which were eſtabliſhed as eſſential Laws a- e 
mong the Ancients, we are aſtoniſhed to find, 1. 0 
that Men, who performed ſuch glorious Actions, 24510 
and exhibited ſo many Proofs of a great Genius, 182 AY 
ſhould have authoriſed and eſtabliſned Cultoms fo 1 
plainly ridiculous, that even the moſt barbarous 1 
Nations at this Day laugh at them. This is a Went. 
Circumſtance which mult mortify the Pride of Ll 
Man. It ſeems that the Capacity of wretched. | 4B 
Mortals is ſo mean, that they can never inſtitute _ 
in any State a Body of Laws equally wiſe and 11.75. 
judicious ; but are always obliged to. mix ſoine-: 63 
ting of Folly and Superſtition with their moſt F 
juſt Reflections. Hence I think there is Reaſon. KIRIN 
to conclude, that there is ſome Reſemblance a- l 
mong all Nations, even among thoſe who at firſt 1 
dight ſeem moſt oppolite to each other. This 16 ;3908 
Kefietion may perhaps appear fingular ; indeed it ENT 


leems pretty odd to ſuppoſe, that the 1zalians, a 
People of a gentle and voluptuous Turn of Mind, 
averſe to War, and Lovers of polite Arts, ſhould 
jet bear a Conformity to the Indiaus, barbarous 075 

| e Saxages, wr. 


Cicero, Þro Roſcio Amerine, Cap. XX. | * 0 
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Savages, unpoliſhed, ignorant, and inured to Hard- 


ſhips and Fatigue. Nevertheleſs, what Difference 


ſoever we muſt allow between the Tempers and 


Diſpoſitions of theſe People, it will appear to an 
impartial Enquirer, that they reſemble one another 
even in the molt eſſential TI hings. 

_ The Italians, tor inſtance, pay their Pontiff ſuch 
a blind Regard, as borders even upon Idolatry. 
They ſet him upon an Altar, offer Incenſe to 
him, proſtrate themſelves before him, with pro- 


found Devotion kils his Toe. Let us now turn 


our Eyes to the Honours which the Indians pay 
to their Princes. They never come into thcir 
Preſence, but in a Poſture of the greateſt Humi- 
lity; they never addreſs them, but in Terms as 
reſpeafal as the pompous Titles of Holimefs, and 
God's Vicar upon Earth. Whenever the Chine/? 
approach their Emperors, they fall down nine 
Times before them. Is not this equivalent to a 
devout Kils of the holy Slipper? | 


cc 


Pagods are cclebrated for ſome Miracles they 


have wrought, or for ſome extraordinary Cures 
% performed by them. The Legends of theſe 
« compole a Hiſtory for the Comfort and Editi- 
« cation of their Devotees. —— One is a Votary 
« of Fazarnat, another of Wiſtnou. A Bramin 


« receives a Handkerchief from the Worſhipper, 


« and rubbing it on the Idol whoſe Prieſt he is, 
„returns it afterwards to the Perſon who gave 


4 it * IF 


Is not this, dear Monceca, an exact Copy of 


what paſſes in Europe“ Ignatius Loyola occupies 


the Room of Jagarnat, and Francis d'Aſſiſe ot 
Miſtnuu. The Jeſuits and Franciſcans act the 
Part of the Bimins, in rubbing the eines) of 

14 og their 


* (Ceremonies and Religious Cuſtoms of the Idolatrous Natron 
Tom, II. Part I. Pag. 2. | 


« In the Indics, ſays a modern Author, all the 
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their reſpective Patriarchs with 'Handkerchiefs : 
Nay, ſome go till farther; the Monks of St. 
Ginevieve faſten Pieces of Linen to the End of a 
Jong Pole, and touch the Caſe of that Saint's 
Shrinez though by the Way they might as well 
rub her Pedeſtal, or the Threſhold of her Chapel. 
The Pepiſſ Monks know as well how to take 
Advantage of the Superſtition of the Europeans, 
as the Heathen Bramins do to practiſe upon the 
Simplicity and Ignorance of the Indians. Has not 
the Author who relates theſe Tricks Reaſon to 
obſerve, that Prieſts in all Countries are alike? 

But this is not the-only Particular in which the 
Roman Creed agrees with the Indian. In both 
Countries they make Proceſſions to their Pagods ! 
The Exropeans carry their Saints up and down 


the Streets; and the Indians do juſt the ſame with 


their Idols. The Author above mentioned fur- 
nihes us with this Remark alſo: © In the Pro- 
« cefſions, ſays he, which the Indians make to 


„ their Galle they obſerve ſeveral Uſages pretty 
* well known in Europe; ſuch, for inſtance, is 
14 


the Litter on which they carry the God whom 
they exhibit to publick View; the portable Al- 
tar employed in theſe Proceſſions; the Flowers 
ſtrewed in the Streets through which the Idol 
is to paſs; the Incenſe and Perfumes burnt in 
«Its: Honour, Sc. | ſay nothing of the Cries 
« of theſe Devotees ; of their ejaculatory Prayers; 
« of the Geſticulations at the Elevation of the 
„Idol; of their Groaning and Tranſports, the 
„% common Effects of Cuſtom and Educa- 
* tion *.“ Would not one fancy, dear Monceca, 
that this was a Deſcription of one of theſe Na- 
zarene Proceſſions, where the Shrine of ſome 
is carried about in order to remove a Dearth, or 
to procure a ie Rain? 


T 
1 
4 


But 


* Religions 3 ubi ſupra, 
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But it is not barely to Images that the Romans 
Pay a ſuperſtitions Worſhip. I have often ſeen, 
when I was at Rome, a Crowd of People falling 
proſtrate in the Street while the Pope paſſed by 
eſcorted by a moſt magnificent Cavalcade. On 
this Occaſion one might hear the like Groans, 
and ſee the like Tranſports, which the Sight of 
the Idol inſpires the poor Iadiaus with. What a 
mortify ing Spectacle muſt it be to a Philoſopher, 
to behold a whole City lying at the Feet of one 


Man, and crying out with a diſpirited Air, Ih 


Father, abſolve us from our Crimes! Vouchſafe 1 
a few Indulgences to help us in our dying Moments! 
For my Part, I ſhould like as well to hear them 
fay, Ghoſtly Father, favour us with a Paſſport 10 
ſecure us againſt the Pettifoggers of Hell! ] profeſs, 
dear Monceca, I never beheld ſuch a ridiculous 
Scene without bluſhing for the human Nature. 
What would Socrates the wiſe Athenian have iid 
had he ſeen this Pageantty? I queſtion much if he 
could have kept his Gravity. He would have ex- 
poſed the Folly of the Italians in the ſame Man- 
ner as he did that of the Greeks; and doubtlcis 
would have met the like Fate. The Po- In- 
quiſitors would have ſhewn him no more Mercy 
than the Pagan Tyrants, who condemned him to 
die. In all Countries where Superſtition prevails, 
it will ever be dangerous to attempt to diſabuſe 
the Multitude; eſpecially in thoſe where 2 
Sceptre and Cenſor are in the ſame Hands, A Nan 
who violates the Laws of Morality, and injurcs 
Society, eaſily obtains a Pardon at Rowe; but 
woe be to that Man who attempts any thing that 
has the remoteſt Tendency to diminiſh the Power 
of the Clergy: His Ruin is inevitable, and the 
ſevereſt Punfſhment is reſerved for him. 

To return, my dear Monceca, to the Affinity be- 
tween the Indians and Italians, In the Kingdom 


of 
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of Decan, the Nairos have a Right to demand the 
11ſt Favours of any Maid, or married Woman, 
who has charm'd them with her Beauty. The 
Husband thinks it an Honour to wear the Horns, 
when planted by Men of ſo high a Rank. At 
Rome, the Cardinals and Biſhops, and in the reſt 
of Italy, the Prieſts and Monks, though they have 
not yet obtain'd a Law in their Favour, yet, in 
cftect, they enjoy the ſame Privileges as the 
Na:iros. 1 here is not a Roman, but thinks himlelt 
bighly honoured with a Viſit from his Eminence; 
though the Honour is intended for the Wife and 
not tor the Husband. 

Among the Banians, the chief Bramin has the 
ſame Rights and Prerogatives as the Roman Pontiff. 
It is he only who grants Diſpenſations for Mar- 
ringe, and Liberty to divorce their Wives; for 
al! which ready Money mult be paid. 

There is ſtill another Inſtance of the Reſem- 
blance between the Italian and I[adian Faith, 
witch comprehends ſeveral eſſential Points of Re- 
ligion common to both; I ſhall extract it from 
the ſame Author quoted before. The Indians, 
i fa;s be *, when they arrive at an advanced Age, 
perform Penances, and ſuch like meritorious 
Works; to the End that when they quit this 
Lite, the Soul may go and reſide in a ſound 
Body, or animate the Body of ſome great Man. 


&& 


of Piety, Alms, Reiirements from the World, 
charitable Foundations, Sc. Thoſe who have 
not Reſolution enough to tubmit to Auſterities, 
compound tor ſuch Practices as theſe: TI hey 
are very.gencrous to the Bramius; and leave a 
{iriet Charge upon their Heirs to offer up Prayers 
for their Souls. There are foie who amals 
great Wealth during -Lite, for no other End, 


« bat 


7 Reltrinus CHremonie, Pag. 7 


To this Motive we mutt aſeribe all their Works 
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„ but that they may have wherewith to redeem 
« themſelves after Death; if the Soul be fo un— 
„lucky as to enter into the Body of a miſerable 
P 

The Pagan Metempſychoſis produces the very 
fame Effects among the Indians, that the Popiſh 
Purgatory does among the Nag arenen. When ! 
ſee a Multitude of Banians performing extraord;. 
nary Acts of Charity, to ſecure a comfortable 
Lodging for their Souls after Death; I fancy t 
myſelf that I ſee ſo many Farmers-general, in 
their dying Moments, bequeathing to the idle 
Monks a good Part of that Treaſure which they 
had gotten by Rapine and Extortion. 

I obſerve ſtil! a further Reſemblance between 
the rich Italian and Indian Devotees. The latter, 
as our Author obſerves, cannot think of ſubmit— 
ting to religious Auſterities; and therefore, dy paying 
down a round Sum, purchaſe for themſelves a Privi- 
lege of being exempt from them. The former have 
the very ſame Indulgence at Roe: Upon giving 
ten Piſtoles to the Clergy, a Man is permitted to 
eat Fleſh, during Lent, and on other Faſt Days, 
which is prohibited by the Pope. The Papiſt lis c- 
wiſe lays up a good Stock of Pardons, purchaſed 
at a very dear Rate, which he imagines will be of 
infinite Uſe in the next World. 

I have Reaſon then, dear Monceca, to aflert, that 
there is a great Conformity between the Ulages 
and Manners of the two People of whoſe Supct— 
ſtition I have given a rough Draught. But it '5 
not in Ceremonies and Externals only that tiici 
Worſhip agrees: The Indians entertain the very 
ſame Idea of myſtical Devotion, and ridiculo|s 
Macerations, with the Nazarexe Monks. They 
have their Capuchins, their Fathers de la Trapbe, 
their Calmalduli, and their Carthafians, & c. Ec 
hold, from the ſame Author, an exact Retarion ©: 

their 
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their Manners in this Reſpect ; which ſeems to be 
copied from ſome Popith Hiſtory of monaltic 
Fenances. © Sita was the Inventor of Pilgri- 
* mages, and the Patriarch of the Iadian Hermits, 
„ known by the Name of Faquirs.— When they 
+ find themſelves inclined to Sleep, they lie down 
e upon the Athes of Cow Dung, and other Na- 
«© ttincls. T hey ſometimes powder their long and 
„dirty Hair with thoſe Aſhes. Some retire, by 
Turns, into a deep Pit, where they receive no 
Light, but trom a little Hole in the I'op. They 
will ſtay in theſe Places nine or ten Days, al- 
ways in the ſame Poſture, and without either 
+ eating or drinking. lt. is affirmed, that others 
paſs whole Years, without once lying down : But 
when they fleep, they lean upon a Rope faſt- 
ned by the Ends to two Irees. — Other Peni- 
tents ſtand ten or twelve Hours a Day upon 
one Foot, with their Eyes fixed on the Sun, 
holding in one Hand a Cenſer full of burning 
Coals, into which they throw Incenſe in Honour 
oft lome Idol. Others contiaue for ever in a fit- 
ting, or rather ſquatting Poſture, with their 
Hands lifred up croſs-ways over their Heads *.“ 
Theſe Autterities of the Faquirs may be very 
juſtly compared to the ſuperſtitions Follies of 
iome Nazarene Monks. Ignatius Loyola, the ce— 
lebrated Patriarch of the Jeſuits, travelled for ſeve- 
ral Years with one Foot covered and the other 
naked: He ſuffered himſelf to be almoſt eat up 
with Lice, having confined himſelf, for a conſi— 
derable Time, in an Hoſpiral with a Parcel of 
beggarly Wretches like himſelf. Francis d' Aſie 
uled to tumble about in the Snow, like a Horſe 
among Straw. His Diſciples at this Day prick 
their Bodies wich lron Pins, and go half naked; 
they are as dirty as the Fagzzrs, as uſeleſs to So— 

+ Cicty, 

* Reli Zi Customs, &c. Tom. II. Pag. 7. 


/ 


144 JEWISH. LETTERS. 


Ciety, as ignorant, and as much revered by the 
People. Can we find a more exact Reſemblanc- 
than this? Here follows another, equally (tro; 
between the ſame Faquirs and the myſtical FA. 
lowers of Molinus: „ To all that has been ob. 
© ſerved Concerning theſe Id] Hermits, . 
% the Author ſo often cited, I ſhall add, that devot 
« Women ſometimes go and kiſs their Secrets. 
„% without ever turning away their Eyes, or bc.» 
© in the leaſt out of Countenance ; they ev: 
&« affect, in receiving theſe extraordinary Marks ot 
e Reſpect, a Sort of Extaſy, and Iranſport ot 
« Mind *.“ 

Am J miſtaken then, dear Monceca, when | 
maintain that we meet with the ſame Qzictiſz i! 


India which Molinus preached at Rome, and 


which the ſame Nazareze Prieſts have adopted“ 
When I read of theſe Women going to kits the 
Secrets of the Faquirs, methinks I ſee Fathe: 
Girard, with his Eyes liſted up to Heaven, faſten— 
ing his Lips on Mits Cadiere's Bubbies ; and after 
a while 1 ice him kiſſed by the famous Batrere!/-, 
another of his Female Penitents. How many 
Monks in Ita transform into Relicks the molt 


indecent Parts of the Body, juſt in the ſame man- 
ner as the Faquirs? If the Devotees of both 


Countries were of the ſame Opinion with Rabelais, 
they would either kiſs the Face, or no Place at 
all. This Frenchman could never be perſuaded to 
accompany the Embaſſador, in whoſe Retinue he 
came to Kome, to an Audience of his Hol:- 
zeſs. Being asked the Reaſon of it, he replicd, 
1 have a great Averſion to bad Smells; and ſince 
my Maſter, who repreſents à great Monarch, mi 
ſtoop to kiſs the Pope's Toe, doubtleſs I, who am bit 
a poor Phyſician, will be admitted only to kiſs hi 
Backjade. | 5 

10 


* Religions Cutomr, & c. Tom. II. Pag. 7. 
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The Poſt is juſt ſetting out, which obliges me 
to conciude my Letter. Look at all Limes 
upon the Uſages and Manners of all Nations 
with a philofophie Eye, and thou wilt eaftly per- 
ceive, that even bolt who ſeem to differ moltly 
have many 3 hings in common. 

Take care of thy Health, dear Monceca, and 
always ſeek Happine!s in the Love of litoſopty 
and the Sciences. 


Tripoli, *. 
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AARON MoONXCECA fo ISAAC ON1S. 


\HERE are ſeveral Difficulties, my dear 
{/aac, that occur with reſpect to the Soul 
of Brutes, which feem quite beyond the 

Reach of human Genius. What Hypothefis fo- 
ever Philoſophers invent to unriddle tacte Myſte— 
ries, they only give Riſe to new Donbts. Men 
Ot Learning may indeed ſhew the Weakneſs or 
other Syſtems; but in deſtroying them they will 
not eitabliſh their own. Phe new Hypotheſis per- 
naps will not have the fame individual Detects 
ecnſared in the reſt; but it will have other as 
conſiderable. On what Side foever a Philofopher 
turns his Eye, he perceives Obttacles, which check 
the Progreſs of all his Reflc ions, and render 
als Moſt diligent Reſearches ineffe Cual. 


If the Soul of Brutcs be conlidered as a ſimple 
10dification of Matter; we run the Hazard of 
M-lading from this Friaciple, that che human 
V.OL 5 N Sou! 
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Soul is material likewiſe. For if Matter can hs 
endowed with a ſelf-moving Power ; if it be ca- 
pable of thinking, concciving, reflecting, however 
grolly and impertectly it may poſleſs theſe Quai 
ties; yet by retining {till more, and by ſuppoſing 
it to act on more delicate Organs, I ſhall cali!y 
be able to raiſe it to that Pitch of Perfection 
which we perceive in the moſt enlightened human 
Mind. I need but aſcend by eaſy Steps to gain 
the Pop. I will find but little Difference between 
the ſagacious Elephant, and a heavy Lapland Pea. 
ſant, to whoſe Language I am a Stranger. I ſhal! 
obſerve that the two Animals are equally influen- 
ced with what may be of Uſe to them; they both 
pronounce articulate Sounds which 1 do not un- 
derſtand; they are capable of Pity, Anger, Fear, 
Friendſhip; they are equally endowed with Me- 
mory, and avoid what has formerly hurt them. 
When 1 thus trace out an exact Reſemblance in 
the intellectual Faculties of theſe two Animals, 
and ſuppoſe the Eſſence of the one to be material, 
I am certain of the poſſible Materiality of the o- 
ther alſo. It is then eaſy to riſe, by Degrees, 


from the Soul of the Lapland Animal, to that of rig 
the Philoſopher Deſcartes: For Reaſon will de- if 
monſtrate to me, that the Souls of the ſame Spe— de 
cies of Animals cannot be of different Kinds. ce 
Nothing can be more abſurd, and contrary to th 
common Senſe, than to aſſert, that Intelligence ck 
in ſome Men reſulted from a ſpiritual Principle, 7 
and in others, from a material one. 
If, in order to avoid theſe numberleſs Difficul- P 
ties which attend this Syſtem of the Material iſts, we 8 
admit that of Deſcartes; Reaſon will riſe up a- 8 : tt 
gainſt an Hypotheſis, the Falſity of which is de- 
monſtrable by the Light of Nature, as well as ri 
by the daily Actions of Brutes themſelves. Can ” 
we ever imagine, that a Doy, in whom we per- [ 
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ccive all the Indications of Memory, Conception 
and Reaſoning; who is ſubceptible, not onty ot 
thoſe Paſſions which act direcly on the Senſzs, as 
Hunger, I hirſt and Pain, but alio of tüte, the 
chiet Operation whereof are in the Min ,. uch as 
Friendſhip, Pity, I endernefſs, Gratitude, Nemem— 
drance, Love: Can we imagine, I ſay, that this 
Log is a mere Machine, which, according to 
Mallebraache, cries without Pain, eats w thout Plea- 
ſure, believes without Conſciouſneſs, diſires nothing, 
and fears nothing? Indeed, it requires « {trong Faith 
to ſwallow ſuch glaring Abſurditics: Nay, I am 
firmly perſuaded, that thoſe who have aflerted 
them with the greateſt Warmth, did not imagine 
they could make the World believe them. 
Some Philoſophers have hammer*d out a third 
Sritem. To remove the Difficultics that preſs 
the two former, they maintain that the Soul of 
Prutes is neither material nor ſpiritual; bur a 
fort of middle Being between Matter and Spirit. 
How ridiculous and filly is this Diſtinction! This 
Mongrel Subſtance mult either have Extenſion or 
not: If it be extended, conſequently it is mate- 
tial; becauſe whatever is extended is material; but 
it it be not extended, it is conſequently ſpiritual ; 
becauſe whatever exiſts without Extention is ne- 
ceſſarily ſpiritual. If the Soul of Brutes be nei— 
ther ſpiritual nor material, it 1s conſequently a 
chimerical Being, a mere Negation, like the Fa- 
cam of the Epicureans. | 
This Opinion is every whit as abſurd as that of the 
Peripatetics, when they pretend to prove that the 
Soul of Brutes is merely a material Form; for 
this wiſe Reaſon, becauſe it comes infinitely ſhort 
of the human Soul in Knowledge, eſpecially with 
teſpect to moral Good. But, if the Difference 
of Eſſence and Genius of Souls could be infer- 
ted from the different Degrees of Perception; it 
N 2 Would 
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would hence follow, that the Souls of Children 
are not of the lame Kind with fhoſe or Men, 
no have attained the Age of Realon. Tot this 
he * erif datetics and $-420lmey reply, . hat thete 15 
10 pecitc Difference between the Soul of an [n- 
tant and that of a Man; but that the Detect 6 
knowledge and Perception in Children is owing 
entirely to the Impertection of their Organs. 
But this weak Argument is entirely "defiroved 
by the fol! 8 rnantwera ble Objection, S12ce, 
according to thoſe Philoſophers, wothing Lit 55 
, det eliniue the Degree of Under ſtanding a7 
Concettion in Souls; who can zell, if the Soul of a 
£36r/ e Lad been ldoed E the Body of Ariſtotle cr 0; 
50 tus, 647 :t 11113602 have ac ed all the fine un- 
ities found in 74096 je renvwized Philaſapbe rc. Cn ide 
ether baud , if their Souls had animated the Bec, 
0f e Hig, the Eiahc/t Iuſtauce of Reaſoning 2 


5 . My ” 2 TP bl 74 
C35: a Dat OC 21a 75 47 been 20 cl; vole the be * 
6 3 "'F 2s 

ee 1 N . ud Wh, e Organs, 3 9 20 


, be:apg ihe only Circa in ſtauce to which we mull 
7 N 


ö 
eleribe the aft Dijparity between the on rations tf 
the Gonl 34 04 (Aren anc 1; in grown Men,; mw bunu 
ot to Wender, that the ſame intellectual B Being unied 


to a well ie , human Body, ſuch as that of 
Ariſtotle, e ald make a Phi. oſupher and fon 
produce nothing but a Circle of filly ſtupid Advis 
in the Body of an Ass, which, per haps, is not au 
bundredth Fart jo well orgatized as that of 
Child. | 
Unleſs theſe Gentlemen, who ſtrenuouſly main— 
tain the DoGrine of material Forms, have Re- 
courſe to Revelation, it will be impoflible for 
them to Mew, that it is neceſſary, in order to ac- 
count for the different Degrees of Underſtanding 
which appear between the Souls of Brutes and 
that of Men, to admit a Difference in their El- 
tence. Their Adverſaries will never fail WE tell 
them. 
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them, that this eſſential Difference is altogether 
needleſs, fince the Matter may be explained ſolely 
by the Organs. Thus, according to their Syſtem, 
'tis ſo far from being neceſſary to ſuppoſe the 


soul of Brutes a medium Subſtance between Mat- 


ter and Spirit, that even che human Soul may be 
material, and of the ſame Kind with that of Brutes, 
which the Peripatetics aſſure us, is no more than 
a material Form. 5 

The Difficulties which preſs equally in all theſe 
different Hypotheſis, with reſpect to the Souls of 
Brutes, have given Riſe lately to a very ſingular 
Opinion, but no leſs improbable or liable to Ob— 
jections than the reſt. According to this modern 
Syſtem, Brutes are endowed with an immaterial 
and intellectual Principle. Indeed it is long fince 
ſeveral Philoſophers maintained, that Brutes reaſon 
with as much Acuteneſs as Men. Strato, Par- 
nenides, Empedocles, Democritus, and Anaxagora:s 
have taught, that they are endowed with Under- 
ſtanding ; as likewiſe did Philo and Galen: But 
it never enter'd into the Head of any of theſe 
Fhiloſophers to allow them a ſpiritual Soul. It 
s ſcarce pofſible to ſuppoſe they could do this, as 
ticy gencrally looked upon the human Soul to be 
nothing but a materia] Subſtance. But ſevera! 
learned Men of modern Times have admitted at 
immaterial} Principle in Brutes. To maintain this 


Opinion, a certain Author has lately publiſh'd a 


Look in which are a great Number of curious 
and ingenious Obſervations *. The Soul of Brute, 
ke tells us, 75 az immaterial and intelligent Sul 
lance, --- An active Principle endowed with oa Fu- 
caity of Senſation, and with that only. _— The ber. 

3 mii 


* It is intitled, 4 Ple!cfotbical Eſſay on the Sou! aof Hratet; 
(ontaining various Reflections on the Natur: of Liberty ; on 
that of our Senſations; on the Union of the soul zud Bod: 5 
5:4 on the Immortality of the former, Se. 
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man Soul conprehends in itſelf, beſides its efentic 
ie zwo Faculetes which furniſii that {Fic 7; 

he 7 Tatter on hich it is exerciſeds O. 
the Fackiiy of forming clear and dijl:at Tae: "> RE 
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one but confuſed and i tirdt runes Conceptions Such 
Spirit as this, being ed 2% much Barre 


Limits than the human Soul. world be el/cat; ern 
97 ſpecifically, 1; erent fron 15 

This Sytem, dear b is no leis expoſed ty 
incxplicavle Dificulties than any of tne former, 
or, ſuppoling it poſlible that there Was a lpiritua! 
Prince ple ene wed only with a Faculty of Sen- 


1, 
318 


A J 


ibi apart from the material Bod ly to which n 

was united. The Mind is entirely cittinct fro 

Matter; it cannot therefore e the leaſt In. 

ry from any poſſible Change incident to tit 
E 


* 
Matter. Af the Soul, ſays Maliebrauche *, :5 1 


ſatian, this would never anſwer a thouſand 005. 
ſections which would ſtill ariſe he M 

i 1 1 1 ari'e in tin Mind. 
or inſtance, how is it poflible, that a rom 
5uvitance ſhould periſh, or be deſtroyed? 5 av ing 
n9 Parts, it cannot be divided. I is cont hy” 10 
lain ruth to Tuppoſe, that a pit itt al Being c canno 
1 


lparitatal Subſtance, it _ 7 be ttamortal; bcc: aſe 712 


Ca2H0t conceite hob 4 Subba ce can be an- hill. 
To conceive tie Po ſii Rey f this, one mnſt hit? 
fRecorrſe to THe ii, faite Power of God 

To this, I am fonfit le it may be anſwer'd, ti 


me ſame Power which created, can 8 0 MY 


mY 
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5 WWHLAance ; ang that, if God, wen he infulcd d 
irirua Soul into Bro tes, intended it ſhould d. 
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this doth not prove that Brotes are a 
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dowed with an immaterial Principle: It means 


no more than this; if there was 1ſuch a Principle 


n Brutes, God is able to annihilate it. Never- 
thelels, as he always acts by the molt ſimple Me— 
thods; and, as the Syſtem which ſuppoſes“ the 
Souls of Brutes to be material is more conſbnate 
o our Ideas of the Order of Subſtances, than 
that which makes them incorporeal, we mult aſ- 
ert that God created them material. Why, indeed, 
would we ſappoſe a ſpiritual Principle in Beaſts, 
when all the Functions of the animal Lite may 
he performed by mere Matter? Beſides, we Cannot 
conceive a ſpiritual Subſtance deprived of the Fa- 
culty of forming diſtinct Ideas. I bis is repugnant 
o ahl the Knowledge we have concerning the El- 
{ence of Spirit. Thought is a Property of Spirit, 
as Extenſion is of Matter. As therefore there 
cannot be a material Being without” Extent, net- 


ther can there be a ſpiritual one deprived of Per- 


ception. When theſe Philoſophers talk of an in- 
corporeal Subſtance, capable of forming only - 
diſtinc Ideas; they do the ſame thing, as if they 
required us to admit of Matter which has Exten- 
ſion, but not Depth: Such Suppoſitions would 
give Sanction to the groſleſt Abſurdities. After 
allowing fuch a Principle in Brutes as conld never 
tave any Ideas but thoſe of a moſt confuſed Na- 
ture; what ſhould hinder our ſuppoſing yet ano- 
ther kind of Principle endowed only with a Fa- 
culty of Senſation? One might, in tais Manner, 
muitiply Eſſences of Spirit 1 infrnitume If we 
admit two Sorts of Spirituality, we may admit 
thirty. But theſe Notions are not only repugnant 
to {ound Philoſophy, but even to the Rudiments 
of common Senſe. 

If we will ſuppoſe a ſpiritual Principle in Brutes, 


it mnſt be the ſame with that in Man; it muit 


hare the ſame Eflence; and the Difference mult 
arile 
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_ ariſe from nothing but the various Structure of 
the Organs: But what a miſerable Dilemma will 
this bring us into? We mutt either allow the 
Souls of Brutes to be immortal, or ſay that thoſe 
of Men are not. If the former be aſſerted, it will 
be asked, what becomes of the Souls after their 
Bodies are deſtroyed? Do they go to Paradiſe, to 
Purgatory, or to Hell? No Man was ever pet 


ſo filly as to maintain any of theſe. Indeed, up- 


pon this Suppoſition, we ſhould be forced to ad- 
mit of a Pranſmigration, together with all the 
ridiculous Abſurdities which attend it. If, to a— 
void thoſe Difficulties, we aſſert that the Souls of 
Brutes will be annihilated; will it not follow, 
that the human Soul will meet the ſame Fate? 
For they have the ſame common Eſſence; there 
are not two Sorts of Spirituality: And to ſup— 
' Poſe one Being leſs ſpiritual than another, implics 
as plain a Contradiction, as to ſuppole a Subſtance 
having Extenſion without Breadth and Thickneſs, 
On the other hand, if we admit the Spirituality 
of the human Soul, tis not only repugnant to 
Religion, but even to the common Reaſon ot 
Mankind, to deprive it of Immortality. Tue At- 
guments to prove the DeſtruQion of the Soul arc 
taken from its ſuppoſed material Eſſence ; and its 
Annihilation is nothing elſe but the total Ditorder 
of the Parts which compoſed it. But if we grant 
that the Soul is ſpiritual, this Diſorder immediate- 
ly becomes impoſſible; for what is incorporeal 
cannot de divided. | | 
It is impoſſible to conceive how the Subſtance 
of a Spirit ſhould depend upon that of a corporeal 
Subſtance. The Eſſence of theſe two Subſtances 
is perfect ly diſtinct: How then can the Deſtruc- 
tion of the one cauſe the Deſtruction of the other! 
Father Mallebranche is in the right to ſuppoſe, 
that to effect this, the almighty Power of God 
h mul 
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J 
muſt interpoſe. But his Argument is of no Force 
againſt thole who belicve the Soul to be material J 
becauſe, God having endowed with a Faculty of 
Thinking certain Particles of Matter, ſo long as 
they are modified in a certain Manner; the Mo- 
ment theſe Atoms ſhall diſunite, and form a dit- 
icrevt Modification, they may naturally be ſup— 
poſed to loſe their Faculties in conſequence of 
the eſtabliſhed Laws of Nature. 

If we allow the intellectual Principle of Brutes 
to be ſpiritual, and conſequently indivitible, and 
capable of ſuffering: from the Impulſes of Mat- 
tet; in this Caſe, to prevent our being obliged 
o own its Immortality, we muſt be forced to 
are Recourſe to a very extraordinary Opinion, 
anch aflert that God creates and annihilates, every 
Moment, Millions of Subſtances of the ſecond 
Ces of Spirituals. Aud, it will perhaps be ſaid, 
caurot God do this, if he fleaſes? | readily grant 
be can. But it is abſurd to lay down a Syitem, 
without any Shadow of Proof, except the unli- 


mited Power of God. It is ridiculous to adopt 


an Opinion repugnant to our Ideas of the Eflence of 
Spirituality, and which admits Principles an hundred 
1imes more puzzling than thoſe it pretends to re- 
inte. For, not to mention the Difficulties which 
ariſe from the very Nature of the Syſtem itſelf, 
how many occur in the Opinion which admits the 
dpirituality of the human Soul? If Revelation 
did not aſſure us of it, Reaſon would leave us 
Involved in Doubts inexplicable. Can we ever 
comprehend, how a Being that bas no Extenſion 
can act upon another that has? Or, on the other 
hand, are we able to tell how an extended Sub- 
[tance can act upon a Thing which has no Parts? 
s it not as caſy to conceive, that God, by his al- 
mighty Power, may endow certain Atoms with a 
Faculty of Thought and Intelligence? Theſe 


Opeculations, 


> 


2 en 4 
n — 


P n 1 
— 2 


r 


4 24 2 
— 2 4 * * 1 hs u==6 
ru S-= — — ee — 
—. 


3 * 


op I „„ os” 


r 1 
3 r 


E 
=" — : 


—ä—— A rt — . 


2 


1 * - 
> E -L 


© ” 
** — — 4 
wy > a 4 5 * 


. 2 
——— 


- o NH —— 2322 
— —_ — e ” 2 
N " — L w © ax — 2 = 
r — ä -T 
Rr a 


154 JEWISH LETTERS. 


Speculations, dear Iſaac, will furniſh Matter for 

eternal Diſputes. Adieu, my Friend, and never 

diſtract thy Brain with ſuch thorny Queſtions. 
London, 


FVV 
SD III EE WEL EW RI I 


LETTER CLXXIL 
AARON MoxCEca 4 Is AAc Onts. 


Tae are in England, dear Iſaac, two 


famous Univerſities ; the one at Oxford, 

| and the other at Cambridge. The Peripa- 
tetic Philoſophy is utterly exploded at both; in- 
ſtead of which the Profeſlors read to their Pupils 
the Works of the Sage Locke, and of the learned 
Newton. Theſe illuſtrious Men at this Day pol- 
ſeſs the Place of Ariſtotle, and his moſt celebrated 
Commentators ; the Exgliſh having entirely ſhaken 
oft the Yoke of the Scholaſtic Philoſophers. In- 
deed, they diveſted themſelves of their Prejudices 
much eaſier than moſt of their Neighbours, who, 
for a long Time, employed the Sword of the Ma- 
giſtate, and the Authority of the Prince, to ſup- 


port the Doctrines of Ariſtotle. 


Nothing can more ſtrongly evince the Power 
of Prejudice, than the warm Diſputes maintained, 


laſt Century, in favour of the Peripatetic Philoſo— 


phy. The Nazarene Prieſts zealouſly pleaded toi 
as much Reſped to it, as to the fundamental Articles 


of their Religion. And yet theſe very Works ot 


Ariſtotle had been formerly condemn'd to the 


Flames by an Aſſembly of Nazareze . : 
uc 
* A Council held in France in the Reign of Philly Argos! 


T 
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Such is the Reverſe of Fortune to which the Cre- 
dit of the Greek Philoſopher has at ditterent 
Times been ſubject! A Nazarexe Frier + in the 
Twelith Century, who was extremely ambitious of 


being thought a Prophet, inveighed bitterly againſt 


Ariſtotle's Metaphyſicks. He wrote circular Let- 
ters to ſeveral Biſhops exhorting them to unite 
their Zeal with his, zo prevent, as he ſaid, the 
miſchtevons Effects of the moſt dengerous Opinions 
that were ever broached. But all his Endeavours 
ſignified nothing; for the Peripatetic Sect ſwal- 
lowed up all the reſt, and reigned with abſolute 
Sway in all the Schools. Then it was that the 
Commentators on Ariſtotle advanced the molt ri- 
diculous Abſurdities and chimerical Notions : They 
made Chains to enflave the Mind, and keep Men 


under the ſevere Captivity of Prejudices. The 


Mahometans ſeemed even to out-do the Nazarezxes 
in beltowing extravagant Encomiums upon this 


Philoſopher. It was reckoned a Crime for a Man 


of either Profeſſion once to queſtion his Infalli- 
bility. The Muftis and Interpreters of the Alco- 
ran wreſted Mahomet's Works to make them agree 
with the Dictates of Ariſtotle: And the Monks 
took no leſs Pains to reconcile the Doctrine of 
the Lycœum with that of the firſt Nazarene Doctors. 
A certain French Author ] tells us, that Averroes 


uſed to ſay, © That Nature was not complete til! 


* Ariſtotle was born; and that ſhe receiv'd in him 
„the finiſhing Stroke and Perfection of her Being: 
That *tis impoſſible ſhe can go further, this being 
„the exerting her utmoſt Force, and the Limits 
of human Underſtanding.” | 
This Elogium, how ſtrained ſoever, is far more 
modelt than a certain Theſis maintained by the 
3 Vivines 
* St. Bernard. 


i Nauds, apolonie pour le: grands: hommes favſſement accuſex de 
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Divines of Colen. They went fo far as to alert. 
that Ariſtotle was the Harbinger of the 27 Gu 
whom the Nazarenes fancy to be already con | 
and whom we Jews expect as our Deliverer. 1 
mult be Owned, dear Lace, that kb a rant en 


for A Indeed, ſince our Adverl ſaries have 
found out the Secret, to ap ply to a Pagan Philo- 
ſopher all the Prophelies relating to the 'Fore- run— 
ner of the Meſſiab; they will find it eaſy to prove 
from Scripture any Whim they ſhall take into 
their Heads to advance. Thou wilt ſcarce think 
me in earnelt, when J tell thee, that ſome Naga 
de Divines have been 10 {tupid, as to transform 
a Heathen Philoſopher, ſtrongly ſuſpected of 4. 
theiſm, into a Precurſor of the Deity. But read 
what Agrippa relates on this Head: “ The Pi— 
« vines of Coolen have written a Book to prove 
« the Probability of Ariſtotle's Salvation; and 
« they make no Scruple to adv ance, that he wi: 
« the Fore-runncr of the Meſſiah, with reſped 
« to the Myſteries of Nature, as St. Jobs 105 


« Baptiſt was in regard of the Myſteries of 


hy Grace 2 5 

After this, dear Iſaac, can we wonder, that ſome 
Pontiffs have looked upon this Greet Phil olopher 
as one of the chief Apoſtles of the Nazarene Re— 
ligton, and founded ſeveral Articles of Faith up 
on his Writings. It is honeſt to own it; 1075 
however abſurd it may be in Men to act ſo con- 
trary to common Senſe, it cannot be denied, that 


Ariſtutie 


| d . \ . 0 0 2 Rn 
Diguiſſimus pro fect) hodie latino rum Tymasforum dor, & 


Jenn Colonienſes mer thegloti (tiam ines adnumerarent, Libri 
gre ſub prælo edi gat um ede rent, cui titalum Fictrent, De ſalttte 
Ariftotelis, ſed & alium verſu 2 MEET „Pe vita & moite Alt 
to: elis, 1 E777 Leo. T7164 inſi ver 21900 15 Ftraruut, 11 Ct | 

ec artdiint Ariſtotelem ſic fuiſſe C. Th i 217 recs een Hat vit 7 | 
quem ad modun 1 Baptiſta in grattitii. Agriphu: 4 
vanitate ſcientiar, Cap. LIV. g. 95. 
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Ariflitle has often been ranked among the Fa— 
thers of the Nazarene Church. Father Pau. grants 
this to be Fact, and makes very merry with it “. 
[ft a certain Jeſuit deſerves Credit, Ariſtotle has 
hg 8505 been reſpected, but even worthipped by 
ſome N. a are neg. They teach their Children the 
Categories of this Philofopher mitead of a Cate- 
chim. How dangerous ſocver this extravagant 
Prepoſtefiion in favour of the Peripatetic Phil ofo= 
phy may appear, it has notwith{tanding been a— 
copted by the Ignatian Order: I hey are "the grand 
Bulwark of this Syſtem againſt all the violent 
Attacks made againlt it every Day. The Jeſuits 
indeed have not yet ſet up any Images of Ariſtotle 
in th cir T emples; but they have a great Mind to 
roduce him into the Number of the Fathers, 
00 place him in the Room of Auguſtin, whote 
Works have the il! Luck to be under their high 
Diſpleaſure: This Point, one would think, they 
have been labouring for ever al Years. he füirſt 
Step, in order to prevent certain I empers apt to 


take Fire, was to repreſent the Damnation of 


Ariſtitle as a doubtful Opinion. Afterwards they 
went a little further, and approved of ſuch as be— 
lieve it probable that the Philoſopher is a Saint in 
Glory f. Thus far Matters went very ſmoothly 


on; but, unluckily for the Society, the Face of 


Affairs changed all on a ſudden; and theſe Mitts, 
Which had long bewilder'd Mankind, have been 
11 4 great Meaſure diſpelled by tome illuſtrious 
Literati among the Moderns. This obliged them 
o crop the Canonization of Aristotle, and content 
themſelves with defending bis Opinions. Thus the 
JPeripateiic Philoſophy is exalted to the Shics, 

Vol. IV. 


* . | 33 : 
Fra- ase, Hitor. del Concil, Trident. Lib. II. Tag 


2 
Greten, de vari cel; Lu, Cap. XIII. See a Letter 
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while its miſerable Author is left frying in the 
bottumlets Pit. | 

in ſpite of Eccleſiaſtick Malice, the New Ph! 
loſophy prevailed every where, and its Glory 
daily increaſed. This put the Sorbonne upon a ver; 
odd Expedient, about an Hundred Years ago, 1 
order to check its Progreſs. They addrelicd the 
Parliament of Paris, and procured an Arret - 
gainſt the Chimilts, the Purport of which was this; 
{ hat whoever impugned the Dodtrines of Atiſtotle, 
were gailty of attacking the School Divinity receive 
zu the Church *. A rare Deciſion indeed! It 
would be in every Reſpect as wile to forbid, un- 


* 


f 


der the ſevereſt Penalty, all Frenchmen of what- 


ever Rank to make uſe of their Reaſon ; becauſe 
tis abſurd that any particular Perſon ſhould be in 
bis right Senſes, ſince all the Schoolmen are mad. 
This ridiculous Decree, the Effect of Ignorance 
and Prejudice, was far from being the moſt vio- 
lent that has patled in Frauce in oppoſition to the 


Dictates of common Senſe. Out of agreat Num- 


ber of this Kind, I ſhall inſtance only one, whic! 
will always be looked upon as very ſingular in 
future Ages. In the Tear One thouſand fix bun- 
dred and twenty-ſix, the Parliament of Paris baniſb- 
ed three Men ſor pablifhing Theſis contrary to Ati- 
ſtotle's Syſtem; and prohibited all Perſons ts 16> 
lich, ſell, or diſtribute the Propoſitions contained in 
theſe Theſis, upon Pain of corporal Puniſhment : 
Moreover, they forbid to teach any Opinious 119% 
claſhed with ancient and approved Authors, uf 
Pain of Death f. Aſter ſuch an Arret, what may 
we not expect from the Prejudices of Mankind? 
Had not a late famous Poet Reaſon to ſay, %. 
the very leaſt Diſſent from the Aucients is reputed 
a moſt horrid Crime; and never fails to bring avon? 

tie 

* Rapin, Comparaiſon de Platon & d'. Ari tote, Pag. 413. 

f Mercure Francois, TOM, X. Pag. 504. 
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tho Lars of the inconſiderate Modern, all that idola— 
trons Mob, whoſe Worſhip of the Ancient, wants 

11 Prieſts and Sacrifices *: Is it not a rare 
Ting to ſee the Parliament of Paris erected into 
an Inquiſition in behalf of Ariſtotle; al . niain- 
taining his e With the ſame furſous Zea! 
W nerewith the SPAR! Lb Dominicans defend their 
Thom as Aqu nas! When we read, that the fu- 
preme Court of a mighty and pol hie Kingdom 
lente ed a Man to Death, tor no other Crit \C 
but Caring to find out a fingle Error in an ancient 
Author; can we wonder to ice the Tr bs « empfoh- 
ing Seimiter and Gun to PrOpa. pee the 13: )CELHNC 
of their Koran? The illultriovs Sir Francis Bacon, 
who firſt ventured to light the Cansle of Truth, 
amidſt the Gloom of School Philo! phy; as 
convinced of the Conformity between the Peripa- 
tetics and Habometers, He Was of Opinion, that 
both had equally eſtabliſhed their Doctrines by 
Force and Prejudice f. 

Thou wilt be curious perhaps, dear I/ , to 


know what would have attached the molt Fart of 


Divines, efpecially the Schoolmen, o ſtrongly to 
Ari, Zoule : And as the Obſtinacy of thele Doctors 
ul continues, even at this Day when Truth has 
fierced through the thick Cloud that long con- 
cealed it; thou wilt be pleaſed to learn the 
chief Reaſon which gave Vogue to the Peripate- 
c Philoſophy, and endeared it ſo much to tne 
Jeluits. The principal Reformers invcighed very 
bi 1 againſt the Authority of Ariſtolle: They 
narged bun with aſſerting many of thoſe Errors 
which they oppoled ; and complained, that Men 
luffered themſelves to be prejudiced by vain Sub- 
tleties, which lerve only to miſlead the human 
2 Mind, 


* Crelillon, Preſace de ſa Tragedie d' Electre. 


N Bacon de aug mentis ſcientiar, Lib. III. Pag. 88. Col. 2. 


Lait. Tipf. Johan, Juſti Erythropili, 
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Mind, and make it loſe Sight of 'I'ruth. Ti; 
Circumſtance was enough to make the Schuy! 
Philoſophy ſacred to all the Partiſans of Popery, 
who gave out, that the only Reaſon why the Pr 
teſtants attacked Ariſtotle was, becauſe his Works 
furniſn Arguments to refute their Innovations. 
This Opinion has prevailed ever ſince; and ?tis 
pr obable that Hatred will perpetuate it: For, even 
in the lait Age, all the learned Dilcoverics of 
Haeſcartes, Galſend:, Locle and Newton, could not 
prevent certain Perſons, who had acquired the 
Reputation of Wits, to publiſh Heaps of old Im— 
pertinence. Among ſuch Writers, Father N 
deſerves to hold a diſtinguiſhed Rank, who, under 
the I ile of Refledtions oa Philoſophy, has plagucd 
the Public with one of the moſt abſurd Books 
that ever was written on a philoſophical Subject. 
In this wretched Performance the ſimple Author 
has even out-done himſelf, and advanced more 
nlly Prittes than thoſe he had publiſhed in a for— 
mer Piece; where, alter beſtowing the moſt cx- 
travagant Encomiums upon the worſt Poet that 
ever Frazce produced, he quotes, as an Example 
of true ſubliine, one of the worlt Paſlages in that 
Poct. 

The high Encomiums, my dear Iſaac, that have 
been beſtowed on the Scholaſtic and Peripatetic 
Philoſophy, render it ſtill more contemptivle in 


the Eyes of thoſe great Men who make ule of 


their Underſtanding, and judge of Things impar— 
tially. Indeed, if the Divines who follow this 
Philoſopher would content themſelves only with 
ſaying, that Ariſtotle was a very great Genius, 
none would diſpute a Truth which is allowed by 
all Perſons of true Learning. It cannot be de- 
nicd, that this Greek Philoſopher has treated {c- 
veral Queſtions with the utmoſt Acuracy like 3 
great Maſter, There are a Number of valuable 

Things 
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Things in his Poezzcs, and in his Rhetoric: But his 
Philsſuphy in general is full of Defects; and when 
one adopts all the Errors of it, and endeavours 
to palm them upon the World as uſeful Truths, 
he makes others conclude, that all the Invectives 
publiſhed againſt this Syſtem are juſt and deſerved : 
Nor can they help crying out with a German Di- 
vine; Ought we to give the Name of Philoſophy to 
a Rhapſody of Precepts, which only teach as to ar- 
gue after a looſe, raudom Manner, without the leaſt 
Knowledge of the Subject we are diſcourſing upon; 
Precepts, which teach ns only. to prouvaunce with a 
pecultar Emphaſis the Nords Vacuum, Place, 1'ime, 
Motion and Infinite; Hords of u manner of Uje, 
but to raiſe Diſputes and darken the Mind *. 

We cannot but allow the Truth of the above 
Animadverſions. Indeed, all the Elogiums and 
Criticiſms of Father Kapin meet with almoſt as 
few Partiſans among People of good Senſe, as 
the Memoirs de Trevonx do Readers among thoſe 
of Taſte, and Lovers of Truth. In vain doth 
that Jeſuit cry out, That nothing did more Ilonour 
46% the Doctrine of Ariltotle, that incomparable Phi- 
lofupher, than dhe fharp Iuvectives of Luther, Me- 
lancton, Bucer, c f. Never trouble your- 
e ſelf, may one ſay to him, to declaim ſo virulent- 
ly againſt theſe Divines. We will admit, lince 
you will have it ſo, that they were miſtaken 
in the religious Opinions they maintained; but, 

| "3 * 45 
* Non mihi terſuadelitis, inquit Lutherus, philofpphian eſſe 
garrugratem illam de Materia, Motio, Infinito, Loco, Vacuo, 
Tempore, qu fere in Aliſtotele ſola diſcimus: Talia, qua nec in- 
reliedtum, nec ajetum, nic communes hominum mares, quidquam 
Juvent, tantum contentionmbus ſerendis ferminandiſque idonea, Qued 
hk maxime quid walerint, tot tamen obinionibus cinfuſa ſunt, u:, 
quo quis certi:'s aliquod ſequi propaſuerit, hoe in certis feratur, & 
fer tamen, cum proteo /i fuiſe negotium, pevitcat. 
Inaugurat. Door, Fag. 43. 
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Mind, and make it loſe Sight of l'ruth. Ti; 
Circumſtance was enough to make the Scho! 
Philoſophy facred to all the Partiſans of Popcry, 
who gave out, that the only Reaſon why the Pra— 
ieltants attacked Ariſtotle was, becauſe bis Works 
turniſh Arguments to refute their Innovations. 
his Opinion has prevailed ever ſince; and lis 
Probable that Hatred will perpetuate it: For, even 
in the lait Age, all the learned Dilcoverics of 
Heſcartes, Gallendi, Loche and Newton, could not 
prevent certain Perſons, who had acquired the 
Reputation of Wits, to publiſh Heaps of old Im— 
pertinence. Among ſuch Writers, Father A1 
deſerves to hold a diltinguiſhed Rank, who, under 
the litle of Reflections on Philoſophy, has plagusd 
the Public with one of the moſt abſurd Books 
that ever was written on a philoſophical Subject, 
In this wretched Performance the {imple Author 
has even out-done himſclf, and advanced more 
illy Titles than thoſe he had publiſhed in a for— 
mer Fiece; where, aſter beſtowing the molt ex- 
travagant Encomiums upon the wortt Poet that 
ever Fraxce produced, he quotes, as an Example 
of true ſublime, one of the worlt Paſlages in that 
Poct. 

The high Encomiums, my dear [ſaac, that have 
been beſtowed on the Scholaſtic and Peripatetic 
Philoſophy, render it ſtill more contemptible in 


the Eyes of thoſe great Men who make ule ot 


their Underſtanding, and judge of Things impar- 
tially. Indecd, if the Divines who follow this 
Philoſopher would content themſelves only with 
ſaying, that Ariſtotle was a very great Genius, 
none would diſpute a Truth which is allowed by 
all Perſons of true Learning. It cannot be de— 


nied, that this Greek Philoſopher has treated ſe— 


veral Queſtions with the utmoſt Acuracy like 3 


great Maſter. There are a Number of valuable 


T hings 
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Things in his Poezzcs, and in his Rhetoric: But his 
Philsſuphy in general is full of Detects; and when 
one adopts all the Errors of it, and endeavours 
to palm them upon the World as uſetul Truths, 


: he makes others conclude, that all the Invectives 
: publiſhed againſt this Syſtem are juſt and deſerved : 
g Nor can they help crying out with a German Di— 
' IW vine; Ought we to give the Name of Philoſophy to 
6 | a Rhapſody of Precepts, which only teach as to ar- 
: | gue after a looſe, raudom Manner, withont the leaſt 
: © Anowledge of the Subject we are diſcourſing upon; 
Perecepts, which teach us only to pronunnce with a 
7 : » 4 7 | A 
1 peculiar Emphaſis the Hords Vacuum, Place, 1 ime, 
i Motion and Infinite; Words of u manner of Uje, 
: but to raiſe Diſputes aud darken the Mind *. 
| We cannot but allow the Truth of the above 
: Animadverſions. Indeed, all the Elogiums and 
; Criticiſms of Father Kapin meet with almoſt as 
| few Partiſans among People of good Senſe, as 
: the Memoirs de Trevonx do Readers among thoſe 
. of Taſte, and Lovers of Truth. In vain doth 
T that Jeſuit cry out, That nothing did more Ilonour 
; to the Doctrine of Ariſtotle, that incomparable Phi- 
loſopher, than the fharp Invectives of Luther, Me- 
f lancton, Bucer, ef. © Never trouble your- 
i fell, may one ſay to him, to declaim ſo virulent- 
ly againſt theſe Divines. We will admit, ſince 
„ * you will have it ſo, that they were miſtaken 
| jn the religious Opinions they maintained; but, 
3 «K 28 


| * Non mihi perſuadelitis, inquit Lutherus, philoſophiam effe 

| garrutitatem illom de Materia, Motio, Intinito, Loco, Vacuo, 
Tempore, que fere in Ariſtotele ſola diſcimus: Talia, qua nec in— 
teliecturmm, nec afetum, nic communes hominu4mn mires, quidquam 
Juvent, tantum contentionibus ſerendis ſeminandilyue idonea, Qu»d 
ft maxim quid Tralerint, tot tamen opiniombus crnfuſa fun', u:, 
quo quis certiꝭs aliquod ſequi propoſterit, hoe in certius feratur, & 
fer tamen, cum proteo /i fuiſe negotium, pænitcat. Gretſeri 


= 


Inaugurat. Door, Fag. 43. 


+ . . . 
; Fapin, Comparaiſon de Platon & d' Ariſtote, Pag. 142, 
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ww. « as to the Peripatetic Philoſophy, ſince the Coun- 
3 « cil of Trent did not pronounce Ariſtotle to be 
zm infallible, we are left at Liberty to condemn 
1 « his Errors: Nor can we perſuade ourſelves to 
\E „ approve of theſe Blunders, merely becauſe your 
| « Adverſaries condemn them, even though you 
. « ſhould brand us with the Name of leres 
* or, which is {till worſe, with that of Fan 
« Common Senſe, Reaſon, and the Light of Nas 
| « ture, all concur to incline us to receive theſe n. 
VD Diſcoveries, for which we are indebted to the 
wh « modern Philoſophy. You may, if you pleale, 
*6 go on to amule yourſelf with all the ridiculous 
| & Chimeras of the Schoolmen, to feed your Mind 
7x with the empty I raſh of Subſtantial Forms, En- 
1 ria rationis, and Categories, you may invent a 
4! « Set of barbarous I] erms which ſerve to throw 
4% « Darkneſs and Confuſion on the cleareſt Subject 
bW « but we truſt we ſhall never imitate your Ex- 
5 « ample. On the contrary, we will ſtrike out a 
. „% Path directly oppoſite, and boldly maintain, that 
4 & a Deſcartes and a Newton have done as much 
p Service to the World, as the Schoolmen have 
W % done Mhichief.” 
Ws Would to God, dear Jſaac, that all the Naza- 
bw | renes would addreſs their Divines to this Purpoſe; 
then might we hope to ſee Prejudice rooted out, and 
good Senſe entirely reſcued from the Oppretijon 
by under which it has groaned for Ages. 
f li Adieu, my Friend; Contentment and Happinc cls 
' 


05 10 


10 0 


attend thee: 


London, ****, 
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Jacop BRIT O 7 AARON MON ECA. 


tice of the Conformity which is ſometimes 

found among Nations whoſe Manners and 
Cuſtoms, at firſt Sight, would ſeem moſt different. 
| ſhall in this communicate to thee another Obſer. 
vation, which appears to me equally probable with 
the former. 1 am of Opinion that there is a great 
Affinity between the moſt vicious Men, and, if 
not the molt virtuous, yet at leaſt thoſe who have 
acquired the moſt exalted Reputation. This is a 
manifelt Proof that true Merit doth not always 
conciliate a Character. 8 
Prailes are often thrown away upon the worth- 
lels; and thoſe who were born for the Scourge 
of Mankind, are dignified with the Title of Hero. 
it would indeed be vain to attempt a Parallel 
between Socrates and Nero; but if we compare 
Nero with ſuch Princes as have made the preateſt 
bigure in the World, and who are conſidered as 


* my laſt Letter, dear Monceca, I took No- 


Grand Monarchs, we will find, that many of his 


ii] Qualities were common to theſe Princes, tho? 
perhaps they did not appear ſo flagranc, or were 
born with, becauſe they were compenſated by a 
Number of ſuperior Virtues. 


Auguſtus, in the Beginning of his Reign, was 


guilty of as many Murders as Nero was about the 
End of his. Julius Ceſar and Sy{la did not indeed 
murder their Mothers, but then they thruſt a Dag- 

ger 
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ger into the Heart of their Country: They ruin 
its Liberties, robb'd their fellow Citizens of their 
Properties, and butcher'd Numbers of them. Thc 
ſingle Battle of Pharſalia was more fatal to Rom 
than all Nero's Cruelties. But by the way, dear 
Monceca, 'tis not among the Pagan Princes only 
that one meets with many of Nero's Qualitics; 
the moſt illuſtrious Heroes among the Nazaret 
have poſſeſſed ſeveral of them. | 
Henry IV. the Darling of Mankind, and Model 
of Sovereigns, a Monarch born for the Happiness 
of his Subjects, yet harbour'd a ſecret Jealvuly 
of the Glory acquired by his brave Generals: He 
ſometimes was diſpleaſed at their Succels ; and was 
no leſs diſturbed at the Acclamations which attended 
them, than Ziberias was at the Praiſes beſtowed on 


his Wife and able Miniſters. The only Difference 


between the Jealouſy of theſe Princes was this; 
the former poſlefied ſuch a Degree oft Virtue as 
in a great Meaſure check'd the irregular Paſſion, aud 


kept it from appearing openly ; and the latter fol- 


lowed without Reſtraint all the cruel] Dictates 
which it inſpired. All the exalted Qualities poſ- 
ſeſled by Henry IV. could not, however, prevent 
bis Vanity every now and then from breaking the 
Chain wherewith he endeavoured to bind it. | his 
Prince was highly diſpleaſed with Marſhal Bren 
for expatiating on the Victories he had gained. He 
has been a good Officer, ſaid the King, but then he 
muſt allow that I ſaved his Life three Times. I 
reſcued him from the Enemy at Fontaine Francoile, 
where he was ſo terribly wounded and ſtunned will 
Blows, that, as I had adted the common Soldier in 


ſaving him, I was obliged to perfuria the Part af 4 


Marſhal in ſecariag the Retreat; for he declared 
that he was utterly incapable on that Occaſion. 
The Author, my dear Monceca, from whom | 
copied this Pallage, relates another Fact, whica 
| | makes 
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makes Heury's Jealouſy of this Marſhal yet more 
evident, and which leaves Room to conject ure, that 
the Danger to which he expoicd himſelf in ſaving 
the Marſhal's Life was the Effect of Vanity rather 
than of truc Friendſhip. “ Ar the Battle of Fuz- 
« taine Francoiſe, ſays the Hiſtorian, the King re- 
„ ſcued Marſhal Biron when furronnded by a 
« Company of Fuziliers. One of bis Majeſty's 
© Servants faid,to him, that he expoſed his ſacred 
i 5 Tera too much in plun; ging himſelf fo incon— 

* fiderately into the Midit of his Enemies. 29 

0 15 true, replied the King; but, paul I not do 

V, foonld I retire and leave kim, the Mar ſbal 
0 209 ould make his Boaſt of it as long as be liver *," 
True Glory, my Friend, never thinks what theſe 
Perſons will lay whom we oblige; it conſults 
nlelf only, and performs an Action from no 
other Motive but becauſe it is jult and honour- 
able. 

Henry IV. is not the only Nazarene Hero who 
exactly reſembled Nero in ſeveral of his Imper- 
fections. Lewis XIV. that great Prince, whom 
his very Enemies cannot but applaud, who was ſo 
extremely tender of his Subjects Lives, that du- 

ring his long Reign there was but one Criminal of 
Diltin&ion put to Death 4; and yet even this Prince 
had certain I oibles that bore a {till greater Re- 
ſemblance to the Vices of the Rowan Emperor 
than theſe J have mentioned of Henry IV. Lew:s, 
like Nero, loved to ſhew himſelf at all the publick 
Diverſions, and ſuffered divine Honours to be 
paid him. Never did the Roman flatter their Em- 
perors more than the French did their Grand Mo- 
zargue, One cannot read, without Surpriſe and 
Indignation, the Prologues of the Operas ſpoken 
in Preſence of that Prince, and ſo often repeated 

before 

Mathieu; Hiſtoire de la Paix; Livt. + Pag. 286, 

Ihe Chevalier dc Rohan, 
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before the whole World. What ftronger Expref. 
ſions could be uttered by an idolatrous Pagan 


to compliment his lately deified Prince, than thoſe. 


applied to Lewis, which frequently occur in 
Cuinaut's Works? He deſerves to have Altars e- 
rected to his Hlouour. Ilis Thunder ſtrikes Ter- 
ror, even at the Time when he enjoys an undißſlucde. 
Kepoſe, 

I am ſenſible, dear Mouceca, that Lewis MIV. 
merited Applauſe in many Reſpects; but J li. 
wile know that he was interior to the Dcity, 
His Paſſion for Praiſe, and even grofs Fate y, 
was inſatiable. A Nobleman of his Court once 
preſumed to ſpeak his real Sentiments with reſpec 
to this notorious Weakneſs. The King ha- 
ving asked his Opinion of a certain new Opera; 
Sir, replied the Courtier, I think your Majeſty de- 
ſerves all the Encominins beſtowed upon yan; but I 
Wonder you will permit them to be ſung by a Parcel 


4 


of Villains: Muſt your Subfects hear of your Vir. 


tues mo where but in the Temple of Vice and De- 


bauchery ! 

Thou wilt ſcarce believe, dear Moucecu, (tho! 
nothing is more certain) that theſe wretch-d Pro— 
logues, ſtutted with fuch fulſome Flatteries, were 
afterwards the juſt Occaſion of ſevere Mortitica- 
tion, not only to Lewis XIV. but alſo to the 
whole French Nation. A German Prince, atter 
the Battle of Hochſtet, could not forbear asking a 
Priſoner with a Sneer; Do the French, Sir, con- 
tiuue ſtill to write Opera-Prologues ? 

Since we meet in Heury IV. and Lewis XIV. 
with ſeveral Particulars reſembling Tiberius and 
Nero, while their only Virtue was their being 


Maſter of Politics, 'tis eaſy to judge, that it 


would be no bard Matter to diſcover in all other 
Monarchs, even of the faireſt Character, certaii! 
Foibles and Imperfections common to the wort 

Bs | ot 
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of Princes. It muſt be owned, that Philoſophers 
| only can ſtand the lTett of rigid Criticiſm, If 
we enquire into the Life of Socrates, tho? we'll 
perceive that this great Man was not cntirely free 
of Faults; they are however fo incontiderable, 
that thcre is no Room to compare them with thoſe 
of firſt Rate Villains. The more 1 examine the 
Characters of Socrates, Plato, Epicurus, Epidtetns, 
&c. the more do] find them contrary, even in the 
molt minute Circumitances, to that of Tiberius 
and Nero. 

How much, my dear Monceca, is this to the 
Honour of Philoſophy ! It entirely eradicates the 
very leaſt Remains of Guilt, cleanſes the Soul, 
and renders it worthy fo noble a Gueſt; it pro- 
duces what the Love of Glory, Vanity, or Thirſt 
of Praiſe, can never atchieve. In ſhort, Philoſo- 
phy forms perfect Heroes, while Love of Fame 
raiſes the human Mind only to a certain Point, 
but never utterly aboliſhes its natural Weak- 
neſs. This Obſervation is evident from Expe- 
rience. To be convinced of it, we need only re- 
lle ct, that Ambition formed ery IV. Lewis XIV. 
I illiam III. Sixtas V. but Philoſophy produced 
a Socrates, a Locke, a Gaſſeadi, &Cc. | 

If Mankind but vnderſtood the vaſt Advantages 
which ariſe from Reflection upon their Conduct, 
they would naturally apply themſelves to the 
Study of Philoſophy. The Love of Happineſs 
and I ranquillity, which is common to all Men, 
would neceffarily prompt them to this: And the 
Reſolution to become wite would ſcarce be ſooner 
tormed, than the End would be anſwered; at leaſt, 
they would find it no hard Matter to learn which 
are the Faults they ought to avoid, and the Vir— 
tnes they ought to practite. Nature has eadowed all 
Naliont, even the moſt barbaroas, with the Faculty 
and Means of diſtinguifhiug what is honeſt and 7 

Val, 
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Jul, from what is baſe and huriful *. If any 0 

=. not make Ule of this Advantage, and even len 80 

3 to have loſt this moral Senſe, it is owing ty th 

- | Paſſion and Prejudice, which cloud the Mind, gg w 

8 prevent its acting with Freedom. One mects with W 

C i tome Veſtiges of the Ideas of Juſtice in Perton; E 

. _ of the moſt cruel Diſpoſition, and who be O tc 

ji been educated in the molt barbarous Countrics, n 

] was told ſeveral Particulars, when at Tt, rc- C: 

lating to a certain Bey who had reigned in that ſq 

City ſome Years before. This Prince, at his Ac. a1 

ceſſion to the Throne, ſeemed not poſlelied of 1 

one ſingle Virtue, and to have nothing of the B 

Man but the Form. However, amidſt his greatcit 

_ Follies and Extravagances, ſome Traces of | ricnd- U 

ſhip, of Liberality, and even of Greatneſs of Soul. L 

were diſcovered. Thou mayſt infer this from the c 

following Hiſtory : 8 

* The Name of this Bey was Amarath, who got t 

1 Poſſeſſion of the Throne by murdering his Uncle. t 

14 His Barbarity was ſhocking; but his Excess and | 

+iM Intemperance ſurpaſſed even his Cruelty. He fol. f 

18 lowed the Example of certain Nagarenes, who arc | 

414 everlaſtingly racking their Brains to invent new 0 

1 Diſhes to ſatiate their luxurious Appetitcs. One 0 

i Night having drunk profuſely, he took it in his l 

| i" Head to go into one of the Priſons where the Na- 

44 2arene Slaves were confined. Theſe poor unhap- j 
1 py Wretches were much ſurpriſed to receive 4 

11 Viſit from their Sovereign, eſpecially at ſuch an 

in unſeaſonable Hour: They faw he was drunk, 

it and therefore apprehended he was come to divert | 

18 himſelf at the Expence of ſome of their Heads. | 
1 But their Fears were groundleſs; fo far was /- 

* murath from ſuch cruel! Thoughts, that he came ä 

wer! to regal the Priſoners, and revel with them. Ac- | 

14 cordingly he commands them to get ready an Enter- | 

nt tainment; 

. 1 *. Cicero de Legi bus, Lib. 1. Fe. 
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| tainment ; and not thinking their Wine to be 
good enough, he diſpatches two of his Holts to 
the French Conſul, who turniſhed them with Wine 
worthy of their Royal _ Gueſt. Amwrath drank 
with them till Break of Day; when his good 
Humour encreaſing with the Wine, he reſolved 
to make himſelf merry at the Coſt of certain Re- 
. negadoes, who were of his Retinue, and had been 
carouſing with him. D are @ Parcel of Villains, 
ſays he to them, who have dared to deny your God ; 
and I eſteem infinitely more thoſe poor Slaves, who 
in ſpite of Torments continue jaithſul to him. But 
you mnſt become Friends with your firſt Maſter ;, and 
this Obligation you muſt owe to me. Then taking 
up a Croſs, he made them all kneel down and kiſs it. 
His Zeal however did not ſtop here; for after 
diſcharging the Paſtoral Office, he concludes the 
Solemnity with a Sacrifice; and ſends ſeveral of 
them into the other World by ſtriking off their 
Heads. He next performed the Office of a Chap- 
lain, commanding the poor Wretches inſtantly to 
fall down upon their Knces, and to ſay their uſual 
Prayers before a Nazareze Altar, which ſtood in 
one of the Corners of the Priſon. They readily 
obeyed his Orders; but one of them not appear- 
ing ſo devout as he ought, Amurath gave him a 
Box on the Ear; Raſcal, ſaid he, when one is be- 
fore an Altar he ſhould behave with Reverence. 
Here, dear Monceca, thou haſt a Specimen of 
Amurath's Extravagancies ; nor could one expect 
that after having acted this ridiculous and cruel 
Part, he was capable of the Generoſity which he 
ſhewed upon leaving the Priſon. It would be unf uſt, 
lays he, zo divert myſelf at the Expence of theſe poor 
Slaves, already too miſerable by their hard Fortune: I 
will therefore allow them an hundred Piaſires to pay for 
the Wine they treated me with, and an Hundred more 
to repair the Chapel fur religious Worſhi ; 
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ful, from what is baſe and huriful *. If any d) 


not make Uſe of this Advantage, and even uy 
to have loit this moral Senſe, it is owing to 
Paſſion and Prejudice, which cloud the Mind. and 
prevent its acting with Freedom. One mects wit) 
lome Veſtiges of the Ideas of Juſtice in Perfons 
of the moſt cruel Diſpoſition, and who bare 
been educated in the molt barbarous Countrics, 
I was told ſeveral Particulars, when at Tit, re- 
lating to a certain Bey who had reigned in that 
City fome Years before. This Prince, at bis Ac. 
ceſſion to the Throne, ſeemed not poſlelied of 
one fingle Virtue, and to have nothing of the 
Man but the Form. However, amidſt his greatcit 
Follies and Extravagances, ſome Traces of | ricnd- 
ſhip, of Liberality, and even of Greatneſs of Soul, 
were diſcovered. Thou maylt infer this from the 
following Hiſtory: | 
The Name of this Bey was Amarath, who got 
Poſſeſſion of the I hrone by murdering his Uncle, 
His Barbarity was ſhocking ; but his Exccis and 
Intemperance ſurpaſled even his Cruelty. He kf! 
lowcd the Example of certain Nagarenes, who arc 
everlaſtingly racking their Brains to invent new 
Diſhes to ſatiate their luxurious Appetitcs. One 
Night having drunk profuſely, he took it in lis 


Head to go into one of the Priſons where the Na- 


garene Slaves were confined. Theſe poor unhap- 
py Wretches were much ſurpriſed to receive 4 
Viſit from their Sovereign, eſpecially at ſuch an 
unfeaſonable Hour: They faw he was drunk, 
and therefore apprehended he was come to divert 
himſelf at the Expence of ſome of their Heads. 
But their Fears were groundleſs; ſo far was 4 


murath from ſuch cruel Thoughts, that he came 


to regal the Priſoners, and revel with them. Ac- 
cordingly he commands them to get ready an Enter- 
tainment; 

* Cicera d Legi bus, Lib. 1, Fol. 331. 
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tainment ; and not thinking their Wine to be 
ood enough, he diſpatches two of his Hoſts to 
the Freach Couſul, who furniſhed them with Wine 
worthy of their Royal Gueſt. Amurath drank 
with them till Break of Day ; when his good 
Humour encreaſing with the Wine, he reſolved 
to make himſelf merry at the Coſt of certain Re- 
. negadoes, who were of his Retinue, and had been 
carouſing with him. Toz are a Parcel of Villas, 
ſays he to them, who have dared to deny your God ; 
and I efleem infinitely more thoſe poor Slaves, who 
in ſpite of Torments continue jaithjnl to him. But 
you mnſt become Friends with your firſt Maſter ; and 
this Obligation you muſt owe to me. Then taking 
up a Croſs, he made them all knee] down and kiſs it. 
His Zeal however did not (top here; for after 
diſcharging the Paſtoral Office, he concludes the 
Solemnity With a Sacrifice; and ſends ſeveral of 
them into the other World by ſtriking off their 
Heads. He next performed the Office of a Chap- 
lain, commanding the poor Wretches inſtantly to 
fall down upon their Knces, and to ſay their uſual 
Prayers before a Nagarene Altar, which ſtood in 
one of the Corners of the Priſon. They readily 
obeyed his Orders; but one of them not appear- 
ing ſo devout as he ought, Amarath gave him a 
Box on the Ear; Raſcal, ſaid he, when one is be- 
fore an Altar he ſhould behave with Reverence. 
Here, dear Monceca, thou haſt a Specimen of 
Amurath's Extravagancies ; nor could one expect 
that after having acted this ridiculous and cruel 
Part, he was capable of the Generoſity which he 
ſhewed upon leaving the Priſon. Ir world be unjuſt, 
ſays he, to divert myſelf at the Expence of theſe poor 


Slaves, already too miſerable by their bard Fortune: I 


will therefore allow them an hundred Piaſires to pay for 

the Wine they treated me with, aud an Hundred more 

to repair the Chapel for religious Worſhip. 
VOI. IV. P 


Have 
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Have I not Reaſon, dear Monceca, to aſſert that 
we percelve, even in the moſt barbarous Nations, 
ſome faint Ideas of Morality natural to all Men 
when they come to the Years of Dilcretion 2 
Theſe Ideas are not innate, as ſome Philoſophers 
have fancied ; but preſent themſelves ſpontancoul— 
ly whenever the Mind reflects in the leaſt on 
what paſſes within itſelf. | I 
The ſame Amurath affords another Inſtance to 
confirm my Opinion. The Barbarian had forced 
3 young Neapolitan, by clapping a Piſtol to his 
Breaſt, to abjure the Chriſtian Religion ; after 
which he had appointed him his Caſnader, and heaped 
great Riches upon him. Theſe mighty Favours how- 
ever could not gain the Heart of this Italian; no- 
thing but the Fear of Death made him quit his 
Religion: Accordingly he made his Eſcape a 
little after. The News of this threw Amurath 
into the deepeſt Deſpair ; apprehending that, as he 
had the Charge of his Treaſures, he had certainly 
carried all off. In this Fright he immediately 
runs to his Coffers, and is extremely ſurpriſed to 
find every thing fate. He was ſtruck with the 
Honeſty of the Italian, and felt ſuch Impulſes in 
himſelf as he had hitherto known nothing ot. 
Anger then made way for Grict; and reſolving 
not to be out-done in Generoſity and Greatnels 
of Soul, he diſpatches into Europe a Slave, who 
uſed to wait upon the Fugitive Favourite ; and 
promiſes him his Liberty, upon condition that be 
ſhould deliver into the Hands of his old Malter 
two of the beſt Horſes which he had ordered to 
be drawn out of his own Stable, and ſent the Nea- 
prlitan as a Mark of his Eſteem and Friendſhip. 
But from theſe Acts of Generoſity our Barba- 
rian ſoon reverted to his natural Extravagance 
and Folly. He was one Day for commanding 


all the Nazarene Merchants to receive the _ 
nado, 
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nado, and particularly an Italian Goldſmith, tor 
no other Reaſon but becauſe one of his Minions 
had made an Elopement. He pretended that the 
Franks had corrupted him, and furniſhed him with 
an Opportunity of making his Eſcape. He even 
ſuſpected the Lalian Merchant had in view De- 
ſigns (till more criminal; and if Cid Hamet had 
not been luckily catched, the poor Goldimith 
would have received Five hundred Blows, merely 
for the Crime of being born in /ra/y. The cruel 
Amurath could not conceive it poſſible for a Na- 
tive of Italy to fee his dear Cidi Hamet, without 
feeling criminal Emotions. It was upon the ſame 
Suppoſition that he was going to inflict the ſame 
Puniſhment on three Neapsolitazz Monks, who, un— 
der the Protection of France, had devoted them— 
ſelves to the Service of the Slaves in Tæuis. 

Farewel, my dear Moxceca; muyeſt thou never 
be ſubject to the capricious Will ot a cruel and 
tyrannical Man. 


Tripols, ***, 
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LETTER CLXXIV. 


AARON MONCECA zo ISAAC Onis. 


HE Language, dear Iſaac, which the Eng- 
liſt ſpeak at this Day differs greatly from 
„ that ſpoke by their Anceſtors. The Eng- 
7 is altered every Jot as much as the French ; 
and thofe Authors, who ſome Centuries ago were 
looked upon as the Standard of good Language, 
C2 are 
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are now utterly deſpiſed in reſpect of Stile. The 
Difterence between the ancient and modern Wri- 
ters is indeed more ſenſible among the French than 
the Exgliſh. In France, ſeveral Authors in great 
Repute under Lewis XIII. are at this Day con— 
ſidered as obſolete, and their Diction totally ex- 
ploded. The Matter of Montagne s Eſſays mult 
needs be very excellent, otherwiſe his Stile could 
not pleaſe the preſent Age. In ſpite of the Beauty 
and Eaſe of his Manner, moſt Readers would 
have been offended with the obſolete Words and 
Phraſes with which that great Man's Writings 
abound. 

I do not know, dear Jaac, but the pretended 
Beauties, which are daily added to the living Lan- 
guages, and which are commonly reputed their 
higheſt Perfection, are a real Prejudice to polite 
Literature. It is beyond doubt, that the Change 


of Language buries many excellent Authors in 


Oblivion; at leaſt it cauſes them to be but very 
ſeldom read. In caſe there ſhall happen Two 
hundred Years hence as great a Revolution in the 
French Tongue, as has actually happened ſince 
the Reign of [Jezry II. what will become of the 
Works of Corneille, Racine, Deſpreaux, Moliere, 
Fontaine, &c? Muſt not all theſe fine Writings 
meet with the fame Fate as thoſe of Roxſard, and 
ſeveral others of the Ancients? Some learned 
Men perhaps may peep into them, and endeavour, 
through the Obſcurity of antiquated Phraſes, to 
diſcover the inimitable Beauties and Sentiments 
of theſe illuſtrious Authors. But alas! what Da- 
mage will the Bulk of Mankind ſuſtain, when 
they are forced to remain Strangers to the molt 
perfect Works the human Mind is capable ot 
producing? How unhappy would it be for the 
Freuch, at that Period, to find the Stile of M. 
thridates and Pheara as harſh and grating as 75 

: 0 
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of Pyramus and Thisbe * is in our Time? This 
is a Truth, dear Iſaac, never to be forgotten by 
thoſe great Geniuſes whoſe Labours are calcu— 
lated for the Public Good. It would ſhew the 
higheſt Judgment in them to oppoſe with the 
warmeſt Zeal the very leaſt Innovation into the 
modern French; tor it highly concerns Learning 
in general, that the Writers under Lewis XIV. 
be ever eſteemed the true Model of that Language. 

Thou knoweſt, my dear {/aac, that ſome paul- 
try Authors, or rather Paper-blotters, finding 
themſelves unable to acquire any Fame ſo long 
as the Public ſhall be poſſeſſed of Corneille, Ka— 
cine, Moliere, La Brayere, &c. endeavour to in— 
troduce a new Manner of Writing; inſtead of 
the good Senſe and ſolid Beauties of thoſe great 
Men, they would ſubſtitute the falſe, brillant, 
and inflated Stile worthy of thoſe affected Fe— 
males, whom Moliere with a ſingle Stroke cut 
down f: | | 

Indeed, if good Writers will not oppoſe the 


bad Taſte that begins to prevail, the Freuch will 


inſenſibly revert to that barbarous State, from 
which they found it ſo very difficult to recover. 
Many begin already to be dazzled by ridiculous 
Affectation, and, what is molt ſurpriſing, ſome 
Authors, otherwiſe of Reputation, give into this 
new, affected Manner. To ſuit themſelves to an 


ill Taſte, they have diſgraced their Works, and 


lacrificed real Worth to ridiculous Faſhion. So 


pernicious a Tendency has their Example, that 


ſome Writers of Note are jultly alarmed, fore- 
ſeeing that it may one Day occaſion the greateſt 


Confuſion in the Republic of Letters. An illu- 


ſtrious Author has expreſſed himſelf with a be— 


coming Leal againſt theſe Innovations: „One of 


3-2 n QUE 
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* A Tragedy by Thcophile, f Boileaux, Satyr X. 
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our firſt Rate Authors “, ſays he f, has lately 
&« ſplit on the ſame Rock; and very much leſſen- 
ed the Merit of one of his beſt Performances, 
« by ſtuffing it with ſuch new-coin'd Phraſes, 
«© Every Body knows how he was laughed at, 
« for calling a Sun-dial, a Solar Regiſter ; a Bird 
„ Seller, a Trader in Warblings; a Fruit of an 
© uncommon Size, a Garden Phenomenon; a mo- 
& ralizing Fox, 4 long-tailed Pythagorus ; the 
% Diſguits of Marriage, the Tid-bits of Hymen, 
„% &c. The preſent Age has juſtly ſignified its 
« Piſlike of ſuch odd Exprefſions ; and conliders 
« them as the very Dregs of that trifling Jargon, 
„ which one ſingle Comedy + had happily rallied 
« out of Frauce. We may fancy that the Au- 


A 


« thor of theſe curious Phraſes intended to bring 


us back to the elegant Period, when the two 
« Heroines of Moliere uſed to call Chairs, zhe 


„ Conveniences of Converſation; and a Looking- 


&«& Glaſs, he Coanſellor of the Graces.” 

This Cenſure, however juſt and ſevere, has not 
been able to bariſh out of the learned World this 
new Language ſo void of Reaſon and good T alte. 
A Number of pitiful Authors are ſtill ambitious 

of ſtuffing their Works with forced, and falily 

refined, fuſtian Terms. One would imagine they 


had formed a Plot utterly to deſtroy their Mo- 


ther-T ongue. Not content with introducing a 
World of childiſh Innovations which enervate the 
Language, they have the Effrontery to inveigh 
againſt ſuch as declare for the ancient Stile. It 
one will believe them, Corneille is harſh ; Kacine has 
too much Simplicity; Boileau is jejune; Haugelas 
incorrect; Patra and Bourdaloue too 

J 


* De la Motte, in his Fables. | 


f Maſſien, Preface des Oeuvres de Tourreil, Tom. I. Pag. 40. 


1 Les precicuſes ridicules. 
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By an endleſs Repetition of theſe impertinent A- 
nimadverſions, they have at laſt win over a great 
Number of poor Witlings, who ſuffer themſelves 
to be miſerably ſeduced by their affected Anti- 
theſis, their broken, far-tetched Phraſes, and their 
forced Sallies; in compariſon of which the Tinſel 
Concetti of the Italians may be reputed genuine 
Beauties. The Ladies and Petits Maitres are al- 
ways mighty fond of Novelties, and therefore 
readily adopt the moſt unnatural, high-flown Ex- 
prefſions ; and, unhappily for polite Learning, one 
half of Readers judge of Books as they do of 
Gowns and Head-dreſles; the neweſt Faſhion is 
always preferred, and ſuch eſpecially who have 
an Air of Singularity. Was Madam Villedieu 
now living, and would publiſh her E&x:les of the 
Court of Auguſtus, a molt entertaining Book, 
dictated by the Muſes, 1 doubt whether it would 
be well received by the Public. Perhaps it might 
paſs as writ with too great Simplicity; for the 
French, for ſome Years paſt, have been ſo little 
accuſtomed to natural Beauties, that nothing will 
pleaſe but falſe Thoughts, and even theſe muſt now 
be expreſſed in Words almoit unintelligible. 

If this vitiated Taſte continue to prevail in 
France, what a pitiful Language will be tranſmit— 
ted to Polterity ! what Sort of Writers may we 
imagine will become the Model of Perfection! 
In room of Racine they will ſubſtitute Mouley; 
and Marivanx inſtead of Corneille. If ever this 
ſhould be the Caſe, I ſhall pity them heartily, as 
well as the Belles Lettres. 

Some time ago, dear Iſaac, I preſented thee 
with a flight Character of Mariwanx : He is 
Chief among the Innovators. He wants not Ge- 
nius, and even ſeems to be a Man of Reflection; 
but all his good Qualities are ſadly eclipſed by 

| his 
* Letter XIII. Vol. I. Pag. 87. 
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his Manner of Exprefſion. He can never think 
of expreſſing the moſt ſimple Things with Sim- 
plicity. Was this Author introducing a Perſon 


bidding another good Morrow, ſome far-fetched 


Phraſe muſt be employed, and an Aﬀettation of 
Wit muſt ſparkle in a common Compliment, 
This Writer will fill three or four Pages jn de- 
ſcribing a deceitful Devotee; and after all, we 
are ſurpriſed to find we have learned nothing, ex- 
cept that ſhe endeavour'd to conceal her Years 
under the Mask of a gay Dreſs. Among the 
vaſt Variety of Phraſes, where one ſingle Thought 
is placed in an Hundred different Lights, I ſhall 
here give a Specimen, by which one may judge 
of his Stile in general: „This Woman always 
appeared in a modeſt Dreſs; ſuch an one how- 
ever as did not eclipſe any of her natural Charms. 


« A Woman might dreſs in this Manner in the 


« View of pleaſing, without diſcovering that ſhe 
e aimed to pleaſe: A Woman, {1 ſay, who was 
« a Coquet in her Heart; for ſuch indeed ſhe 
„% muſt be who would make Conqueſts by her 
„ Dreſs. There were ſome little concealed Arts 
eto render her equally gracetul and decent; and 
e perhaps more killing than the moſt ſtudied 
&« Dreſs. Her fine Hands, her pretty Arms un- 
« der plain Linen; this ſet off their Beauty with 
« Advantage, and made them ſtrike the mote, 
« ec *.“ This affected Stile, dear Iſaac, theſe 
forced Phraſes, are far from true Beauties. 1 he 


Mind, when under the Conduct of a good Taſte, 


expreſſes itſelf in an eaſy and natural Way. I hele 
however are not the moſt affected Strokes in the 
Picture in queſtion; here follow ſome ſtill more 
groſs: „To come to her Face; at firſt Sight, 
&« we ſhould have ſaid to ourſelves, There goes a 
ce grade, ſtaid Woman. At the ſecond Glance, 

| &«& Dekold 


* Marjvaux, Paiſan parvenu. 
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« Behald a Woman that has acquired that Air of 
« Wiſdom and Probity. But this is far from her 
« real Character. pon a further Review, we 


« ſuſpected her of being a Wit; and indeed this 


« Conjecture was jult.” Can any thing, dear 
Iſaac, be more ludicrous? The firſt, ſecond, and 
third Glances, each of which produces ſomething ; 
and the Particle there repeated with ſuch Affecta— 
tion, and to ſo little Purpoſe! Would not one 
imagine that our Author had formed his Stile up- 
on that wretched Poet, ſo juſtly rallied by Mo- 
liere in his Miſantrope? Are not theſe pedantic 
Phraſes near a-kin to thoſe known Verſes in the 
Female Pedants by the fame comic Writer? 


When thou hear'ſt that Coach was prais'd, 
Where Gold on Gold ſo high are raid; 


Say not, that tis gay Amalſent's, 
But the bleſt Product of my Rents. 


How ridiculous ſoever, dear Iſaac, the Paſſage 
may be which I have cenſured, it has notwith- 
ſtanding been highly applauded by ſome People. 
Certain Journaliſis have quoted it, as an Original 
of Perfection. A Writer, ſay they, muſt have 
* a great Knowledge of the World, to deſcribe 
* ſo fully a Character ſo difficult to hit; it ſhews 


„not a little Art, to have unfolded and drawn 


Hit in ſuch agreeable Colours *.” 


What wilt thou think, dear Iſaac, of the Judg- 
ment and Taſte of ſuch Critics? When they 


would write an Elogium of a Book, pitch upon 


the moſt trifling Paſſage in the whole Piece as a 
Specimen of its Beauties. While they ſet them- 
ſelves up as ſupreme Judges of Wit, they are ſo 


Journal Letteraire, Tom. XXII. Pag. 463. 
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filly as to approve Things moſt repugnant to good 
Senſe, and moſt capable of corrupting it. If there 


was any Puniſhment in the Republic of Letter; 


for ſuch injudicious Critics, how ſeverely would 
the Journaliſts * in queſtion be chaſtiſed? They 
deſerve to be more roughly handled becauſe of 
their frequent Relapſes into the ſame Crime. They 
take a ſingular Pleaſure in writing Panegyricks 
upon every thing in a bombaſt Strain. I ſhall here 
adduce a ſecond Inſtance of the Fact. In the Ex- 
tract which they give us of the Eutretiens Pfyſi— 
— of Reginault the Jeſuit, they have praiſed this 

ook to the Skies; the Abſurdities of which 1 in- 
tend ſometime to expoſe f. Not content with aſ— 
ſerting that this Author zs a Genius of the firſt 
Magnitude, who was a thorough Maſter both of an- 
cient and modera Phyſics; they applaud even his 
Stile, compared to which that of Marivauæ is 
ſimple and natural. Nor did they ſtop here; for, 
in order to ſuit the Elogium to the Book they 
would commend, they make ule of as affected and 

ridiculous 


* The Literary Fournal, certain Parts of which continue to 
be printed at different Intervals, was fiiſt writ by Gentlemen 
of equal Learning and Probity. But in Jane 1732, the Right 
of the Copy being given to another Bookſeller, the Perſons 
till then concerned. in the Work did not care to continue it 
for him; upon which that Bookſeller employed in their Stead 
two or three wretched Scriblers. The two degraded Monks, 
who publiſhed the odious Continuation of Rap.n's excellent Hiſtory 
of England, were the principal Authors of that 1 
At this Time the Apoſt ate Jeſuit is the only Perſon who 
draws up the chief Extracts. He writes with the ſame Spirit, 
and in the ſame Taſte with his quondam Brethren. One may 
affirm, that this Literary Fournal is even ſtuffed with Impu- 
dence, Lies and Noneſenſe, no leſs than that of Trecoux. 
The Public has ſufficiently deſpiſed this contemptible Per— 
formance: It has already ſunk its Credit, ſo that the Book- 
ſeller lets whole Years paſs without printing any Part of it. 


see Letter VIII. of the Secret Memoirs of the Republic of 
Letters, 8 | 
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ridiculous Terms as their Author.“ Nothing 
« can be prettier, ſay they, and it better, than the 
« firſt Letter *.” But how ill do the Words fit 
and prerty ſuit a Book, eſpecially a Philoſophical 
Treatiſe. Former Ages uled to ſay a Peruke that 


ſpoke very improperly ; they ought to have ſaid, 
a Peruke filled with excellent Particulars; and a 
Dog written in a fine Stile; and a pretty Book, or 
one that fits well. ; . 

But now comes the Paſſage of NReginault, which 
gave Occaſion to the many charming Things ſaid 
by the Journaliſts. I am perſuaded thou wilt be 
pleaſed to ſee it. Whenever any Cloud, ſays he, 
„in the Night, intercepts the delightful Proſpect 
« of the Azuce Sky, beſpangled with Stars, it is 
« merely to vary our Pleaſures. The Atmoſphere 
then diſplays its Phænomena. One would ſome— 
times imagine that Aurora was going to appear in 
the Evening. Sometimes the Thunder roars ; but 
as Thunder is formidable only for a Moment, 


fu! Moment, the Noiſe which ſpreads Il error 
* all round never alarms them. WHAT DO I 
SAY? The phantaſtical Play of the Thunder is 
Gan agreeable Amuſement to thoſe who take 
Notice of it.” This is the Paſſage of the Je- 
nit; and here is the ſage Reflection made by the 
By Journaliſts. Did ever, ſay they, Robanlt, Paſcal, 


= expreſs themſelves in ſuch agreeable Terms? No 
= indeed, dear [ſaac, Deſcartes never writ ſuch Fu- 
tian. He had too much good Senſe to fill whole 
Pages with a Rhapſody of Words without a 
Meaning, or at leaſt altogether ſuperfluous. 
I 1 heſe Azure Fields, beſpangled with Stars, Images 
worn Thread-bare for above ten Centuries, and 
1 that 
* Fournal Letteraire, Tom. XXIII. Tag. 222. 


fits well, and a pretty little Dog; but it ſeems they 


and Naturaliſts are able to diſcover that dread- 


£7 Archer, Deſcartes, Diogenes, Laertius, or Ariſtotle, - 
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that miſplaced Exclamation, WHAT DOI SA 
are all affected Expreſſions and childiſh Strokes 
below a good Writer, eſpecially a Philoſopher. 
Muſt not that Man be loſt to all Shame, and even 
mad, who dare compare this ridiculous Jargon 
with the pure Stile of Paſcal? What is to be 
expected from Writers of ſo fantaſtical and vitia- 


ted a Taſte? 


It was not without Reaſon that a judicious mo- 


dern Author cries out: © T'o what Excets will 
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not the Writers of the preſent Age proceed? 
They would not only wreſt out of our Hands 
thoſe excellent Models of Antiquity ; but en— 
deavour likewile to turn us aſide from thoſe ſite 
Paths ſome renowned Moderns have chalked 


out for us within theſe fifty Years. Experience 


proves that theſe are now too much neglected. 
Our Writers at this Day leave the natural 
Beauties, the ſole Care of the Ancients, and 


ſtudy nothing but ſtrained and far-fetched Or- 


naments. They exchange the periodical, har- 
monious Stile, for a disjointed, jarring Phraſe- 
ology. In Place of the happy Irregularitics, 
deſignedly left in learned Compoſitions, and 
which in reality give Life and Fire to the Dit- 
courſe, they ſubſtitute a dull Exactneſs, which 
ſerves only to enervate the Work, and render 
it utterly flat and inſipid. Nothing now 1s 
aimed at but Wit; ſo many Words, ſo many 
ſmart Strokes. An Ode at this Day is only 
a String of Epigrams; and a Preface is a Rhap- 


&« ſody of pedantic Reflections *.“ 


This is a Paſſage, dear Iſaac, no French Author 


ſhould ever loſe Sight of. Happy would they bc 
was it engraven upon their Hearts; and ſtill more 
ſo did they obſerve the Leſſons it ſuggeſts. I hen 
ſhould we have the Pleaſure to ſee that bombalt, 


that 
* Maſſien, Preface des Oeuvres de Tourreil, Tom. I. Pag. 4% 
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that ridiculous Stile, lately brought into Vogue, 
utterly exploded. 

The Eugliſh appear to be far from affecting ſuch 
falſe Beauties. They are never heard comparing 
the ſtrong maſculine Stile of Locke, with the ſtarch 
Fuſtian of ſuch a Writer as Kcginault the Jeſuit. 
If any Journaliſts here was o ſenſeleſs or tanta- 
{lical as to ſay a Word in his Favour, both the 
Author and his Panegyriſt would be equally laugh— 
ed at. 


Adieu, my Friend, and never applaud inſipid 
Dulneſs. 
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LETTER CLXXV. 


AARON MON cE CA fo IS AAC ONIS. 


Sometimes think, dear Iſaac, on the notorious 

| Injuſtice of Mankind, who ſeldom bettow theſes 
Praiſes on eminent Perſons, when living, which 

they laviſhly heap on thoſe who have been dead 
tor ſome Centuries. Envy is a Diſeaſe, or ra- 


ther an epidemical Plague, which ſpreads its Ve- 


nom equally in the Hearts of Great and Small. 
One would imagine no Jealouly could poffibly 
ariſe among Perſons removed at a orcat Diſtance 
from one another, by Birth, Condition, Employ— 
meat, and even Country; and yet Selk love, that 
univerſal Paſſion, has in no Country failed to 


raiſe up invidious Detractors againſt illuſtrious 
YO ks 1%; Perionages 
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Perſonages of whatever Condition. People can. 
not bear to ſee a Man, in his Life-time, challen- 
ging by his Virtue, Talents and Merit, a ſort of 
Veneration; which, in Proportion as it exalts him 
depreſſes thoſe who are forced to pay this Tribute. 
The Glory of the living Hero is an Eye-ſore to 
ſuch as are Witneſles of it. But no ſooner is he 
numbered among the Dead, than Mankind agree 
to do him Juſtice: The Day of his Death is the 
firſt to publiſh his Praiſe. It is very poflible, that 
Envy may have a large Share even in theſe polt- 
humous Acclamations. Perhaps they would uot 
fo readily extol the renowned Actions, and graud 
Qualities of the deceaſed Hero, but tor the ill-na— 
tured Pleaſure of leſſening thoſe of ſome others 
yet alive. 

How many Writers in France drew up the E. 
logiums of Lewis XII. and Henry IV. in no other 
View but to eclipſe the Glory of Lewis XIV. 
The Chevalier de Maiſin aſſured me, that he knew 
an old Officer who on all Occaſions affected to 
applaud, in the molt extravagant Terms, the Mar- 
ſhal Tarenne in Preſence of Marſhal Hillars; and 
that he would dwell particularly on the generous 
and diſintereſted Temper of the former. But all 
theſe Encomiums were dictated by Envy and Jea- 
louſy ; and not by a Deſire of doing Juſtice to the 
Merit of the brave Trenne. The Marſhal Villar, 
notwithſtanding, tho* not ſo generous as ſome 
other Generals, was nothing inferior in Glory to 


the greateſt and moſt fortunate of the Age. It 


muſt be owned, that his great Virtues were ſome- 
times clouded with the Love he bore to Money, 
and tho' he himſelf knew well how inglorious 
ſuch a Paſſion is, yet he ſuffered himſelf to become 
a Slave to it, believing it impoſſible to get the 
better of his natural P. Openſity. He would ſome- 


times be the firſt to rally himſelf upon this ta 
vovrne 
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yourite Vice; of this the following is a pretty re- 
markable Inſtance. When he entered on his Go- 
vernment of Provence, the Deputies, according 
to Cuſtom, preſented him with a Purſe of Twenty 
thouſand Livres. As he was recciving it with 
the moſt ſenlible Pleaſure, an old Gentleman ob- 
ſerved very freely to him, My Lord, ibe Dake de 
Vendome your Predeceſſor was content to take te 
Purſe only. The Marſhal replied, with great 
Coolneſs, The Dake de Vendome was really ia— 
tmitable, = | 
To return, dear Iſaac, to the Partiality of thoſe 
who deny Juſtice to Merit in the Living; and 
who ſtudy nothing more, than to ſatisfy their Jea- 
louſy, and pleaſe an envious, detracting Humour. 
Were theſe illuſtrious Perions, who have been 
dead ſo many Years, and who are ſo invidiouſly pre- 
ferred to all the Living; were they to riſe trom 
their Graves, and return to the World, they would 
be decried in Proportion as they are now exalted. 
Partiality aſide, we will find that there is ſcarce 
any Age but has produced ſome Heroes equa] in 
every Reſpect ro thoſe whoſe Actions are cele- 
brated by Antiquity. Among the Moderns we 
may perceive ſeveral great Men, who deſerve to 


be put upon a Level with the Heroes of ancicnt 


Rome, even when in her greateſt Glory. 

Scipio Africanus was not a greater Man than 
Henry IV. of France. The Atchievements of the 
latter ſpeak no leſs Strength of Genius, Greatneſs 
of Soul, and intrepid Courage, than the Actions 


of the former. Scipio, at the Head of a good 
Army, drove Hannibal out of Italy; reſtored the 


Courage of the Romans, after their Fright at the 
fatal Battle of Caunæ; carried a bloody and ter- 
rible War into Carthage, which had been kindled 


in [zaly, and almoſt conſumed it; and in fine, 
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having ſubdued Carthage and Namantia, he frecd 


Kome from a very haughty and dangerous Rival. 
Heury IV. by the Aſſillance of a few half. ſtar. 
ved and naked Soldiers, withont Money, or any 
other Succour, excepting his own Bravery, ani 
the Juſtice of his Cauſe, attempts to recover his 
Crown. He conquers his own Kingdom, which 
had been uſurped by Spain, the Monks, and the 
Court of Kone. He accompliſhes all his Deſigns; 
and being eſtabliſhed on the Throne of his Ancel- 
tors, he makes thoſe very Sparzards tremble, who, 
a tcw Years before, adding Contempt to Preſump— 
tin, uled to call him he petty Lord of Bearn. 
The Affairs of Henry IV. were infinitely more deſ- 
petate, upon the Death of his Predeceſſor, than 
thoſe of the Romans after the Battle of Carne. 
Theſe at leaſt had Money and Opportunities of 


recruiting their Army: But the French Hero was 


ſo far from poſſeſſing theſe Advantages, that even 
at a Time when he had recovered three Fourths 
of his Dominions, he wrote to one of his Gene- 
rails, informing him, that his Finances were in 
juch milerable Condition, that for a Wee paſt be 
had been reduced to the Neceſſity of eatiag at the 
Table of his Officers; his own Proviſions being cn: 
tirely ſpent, and his Purveyors not having a Shilling 
left, Nor was his Ward-robe in a better State 
than his Kitchen; as he complained in the jame 
Letter, that his Shirts began to be out at Elvous : 


Nor had he one complete Furniture for a fiagle 


Horſe, though he expected to attack the Enemy ever! 
Moment. hus it appears, that the Affairs ot 
Henry IV. and thoſe of Scipio, differed very wide!y:; 
and that, notwithſtanding, the one performed as 


mighty Things as the other. 


Hillian III. of England may be compared to 
Julius Ceſar, with as much Reaſon and Juſtice, 
as Henry IV. to Scipio. Heroes are not to b. 

| | meaſured 
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meaſured by the Extent of their Conqueſts, but 


by the Greatneſs of Soul, and Intrepidity necel- - 


ſary in making theſe Conqueſts. Cæſar ſubdued 
the Gauls in a War which laſted for ten Years: 
And is it ſo very extraordinary a Thing, that a 
General, at the Head of a numerous Army of 
brave Soldiers, who has an Opportunity of re- 
cruiting them with Eafe, and who is ſupplied with 
great Plenty of all neceſlary Stores, ſhould at 
jaſt conquer ſix or ſeven Provinces? Suppoſe the 
French at this Day ſhould enter Italy, and the reſt 
of Exrope look on unconcerned ; would it be any 
Wonder if they conquered Piedmont, the Milaneſe, 


the Bolognois, and Kingdom of Naples, at the Ex- 


penceofaten Years War? On the contrary, People 
would juſtly wonder that it ſhould coſt them ſo 
much Time and Labour. This is pretty near the 
Caſe of Ceſur's War in Gaul. I admit, that the 
Gauls were a much more warlike People than the 
Milaneſe and Neapolitans ; but, on the other hand, 
was not the Koman Republick infinitely more 
conſiderable than the French Government in this 
Age? A Roman Conſul uſed to ſee as many Kings 
in bis Anti-Chamber, as a French Miniſter of State 
ices Dukes or Peers in his. 

Ceſar's Greatneſs was infinitely more confpicu- 
ous in the Civil than in the Gallic Wars. When 
he had Pompey, and the greateſt Part of the Com- 
monwealth againſt him, he was forced to ſummon 
up all bis Conduct and Valour to get the better 
of his Enemies. I allow, that on this Occaſion 
the Advantage was equal on both Sides; Cæſar 
alone did caſt the Balance to his own. But how 
famous ſoever the Battle of Pharſalia may be; it 
15 not ſo difficult to become Maſter of the World, 


when aſſiſted by one half of it, as to gain a ſingle 


Kingdom in ſpite of the Efforts of all Europe; 
and all this without any other Succour than that 
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of a ſmall Commonwealth, whoſe Dominions arc 
not ſo large as one Province of a neighbouring 
and powerful Monarch, whoſe Intereſt it was ty 

oppoſe that Conqueſt. | 

Let us examine this Affair with Impartiality. 
Let us figure to ourſelves King William landing 
in Euglaud, and getting himſelf acknowledge; 
Sovereign of three Kingdoms: Let us next at- 
tend him into Treland, hurling Thunderbolts on 
the Heads of the Rebe]lious ; view him maintain- 
ing, ſpite of his numerous Enemies both at 
home and abroad, the Poſſeſſion of thoſe Ning— 
doms he had obtained; and at laſt dying peace— 
ably on the Throne to which his Valour and Me- 
rit had raiſed him; beloved by the valuable Part 
of his Subjects, dreaded by his ſtouteft Enemies, 
and admired by the greateſt Part of Soverciyns : 
When we conſider this great Prince in all theſe 


Lights, I ruth will force us to own, that he was 


in nothing inferior to the Conqueror of the G, 

and of Pompey, 

It is not among Princes and Generals only that 

we meet with this Equality, which I ſuppole be— 
tween tne Ancients and Moderns. There is not 

an Age but produces Heroes of every Ki. 


There is not an illuſtrious Perſon in the Km 


Hiſtory, whatever may have been his Character, 
but ſome one born in latter Times may be found 
to compare with him. Ancient Hiſtory ſpeak of 
 1ome Generals who to their warlike Endowments 
have added Clemency, Probity and Openneſs ot 
Heart; Virtues which eflentially form the wie 
Man, and the true Philoſopher. Bayard, an iI!ultri- 
ous French Knight, who lived under Lewis XII. 
and Francis J. was equal to Cato in Probity, to 
Coriolauus in Valour, to Haratias Cocles in I8tre- 
pidity, to Minucius Scavola in Greatneſs of Soul, 
and to Schi in Moderation. 

I ſhall 
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[ ſhall not mention here, my dear IJſaac, any of 
the warlike Exploits of this Hero: I hou muſt 
coubtleſs have read them in the Hiſtory of the two 
Monarchs under whom he fought. 1 ſhall only 
take Notice of one Particular relating to his mo- 
ral Character. At his Return from the Army in 
/taly, he made ſome Stay at a Relation's Houſe 


n Grenoble; and intending to unbend his Mind a 


little after his military I oils, he ordered his Valet 
de Chambre to look out ſome good-natured Girl 
tor him to paſs the Night with. The Servant, in 
Compliance with his Maſter's Commands, applied 
to a Lady of Diſtinction, but miſerably poor; who 
conſented to deliver up her Daughter, a Girl of 
about fixteen or ſeventeen Years of Age, in con— 
fideration of a certain Sum of Money to be paid 
her. It was with infinite Difficulty that the Mo- 
taer prevailed with her Daughter to agree to the 
Bargain which ſhe had ſtruck up. At laſt, whe- 
ther through Fear or Neceſſity, this young Victim 
went at Night to the Apartment of Bayard. The 
Chevalicr was (truck, when he beheld a young 
Lady, beautiful as Henus, throw herlelf at his Feet, 


and water them with her Tears. What AfFedion, 


M:js, ſays he, has ſeized you? I expected to have 
found you inclined to laugh rather than weep. Alas ! 
replics the Girl, I know but tos well the Errand 
pon which may Mother ſeat me hither. Poverty o- 
bliged ber to ſubmit to an Action unworthy of ber; 
aud I am forced to obey her Commands. Bat, Hea- 
den 15 my Witneſs, that I would prefer Death; and 
wvald to God I had long ſince been in my Grave! 


Bayard, moved at the Tears of his iair Suppli- 


cant, aſlured her that ſhe had nothing to fear; but, 
on the contrary, ſhe ſhould have Reaſon to be 
pleaſed with his Manner of treating her. God For- 
via, lays he, 1 ſhould offer to rob a Perſon of her 
Honour, who prizes it ſo highly 2 Nay, rather will 1 
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endeavour to ſecure it for ever from the Attack; of 


Poverty. Having ſaid this, he ſent for the young 
Woman's Mother ; and, prefenting her Daughter, 
faid, Here are Four hundred Crowns for your Daugh- 
ter's Portion, and One hundred more to buy ber 
Clothes. I call Heaven to Witneſs, I would do more 
for her if it was in my Power. Get her therefore 
4 Husband as ſoon as you can, and, by diſpoſing of her 
happily, endeavoar to repair the Injury you intended 
to have done her To-day. 
If we run through the nobleſt and moſt gene- 


rous Actions of Antiquity, I queſtion whether we 


ſhall find many of a brighter Nature. What a 
Number of Facts, worthy the Admiration of Po— 
{terity, have happened in our Age; which, however, 
for want of being recorded in Hiſtory, will be 
buried in eternal Oblivion? It our Deſcendants 
think better of former Ages than of the preſent, 
this will not be the Fault of a Number of wile 
and virtuous Perſons now living ; the Blame will 
lie on Hiſtorians, who chuſe to ſtuff their Works 
with an Hundred trifling Rhapſodies, rather thau 
inſtructive Incidents. 

I ſhall conclude my Letter with an Adventure 
of the like Kind, which happen'd to a famous 
German Cardinal, who died not many Years ago. 
His ordinary Refidence was in Rome; and the 
Poor juſtly looked upon him as their common 
Father, the greateſt Part of his Revenues being 
laid out in Charity. An ancient Woman, in par— 
ticular, experienced the Generoſity of this venc- 
rable Prelate: She owed Fifteen Crowns to a Ci- 
tizen of Rome, which the was by no Means able 
to pay. The Creditor was perpetually dunning 
her, and threatning to throw her into Jail; while 
the poor Woman always begg'd him to have Pa- 
tience, promiling to pay him at a certain T ime, 
which, notwithſtanding, ſhe was _— 
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do. One Day, as ſhe was going to her Creditor, 


to procure, it poſſible, a further Delay, the car- 
rics her Daughter, a beautitul young Woman, 
along with her. No ſooner did the luſtful 4% 
fix his Eyes on this blooming Fair, than he felt 
certain Motions, and offered to give the Mother 
a Reccipt in full, in caſe he might lie with her 
Daughter. The wretched Parent promiicd to a— 
gree to his Demands, in caſe ſhe could not bring 
his Money in a Week. This Time ſhe ſpent in 
Sighs and Tears, lamenting her hard Fate; but 
this was of no Service to procure the Money. 
It was now within one Day, when ſhe mult ei— 
ther go to Priſon, or deliver up her Daughter. 


In this Extremity, ſhe forms a Reſolution to ad- 


dreſs the Cardinal, of whoſe Generoſity and Com— 
paſſion ſhe had heard ſo much. Accordingly ſhe 
goes and throws herſelf at his Feet, e to 
him the ſad Dilemma ſhe was in. The good Car- 
dinal immediately gave her an Order upon his 
Treaſurer for Sixty Crowns. The poor Woman 
could not read, and therefore did not know the 
Contents of the Order; but was vallly ſurpriſed 
when Threeſcore Crowns were counted down 
to her. She would by no Means take the Mo- 
ney, alledging his Eminence mult certainly have 
been miſtaken, ſince ſhe defired no more than 
Fifteen Crowns. The Treaſurer refuſed to ac- 
cept the Order, but on condition ſhe would re- 
ceive the whole Sum; but ſhe was inflexible. 
Recurning to the Cardinal, ſhe gave him back 
his Order: Your Eminence, ſays ſhe, muſt be mi- 


[taken, in writing Sixty Crowns inſtead of Fifteen. 


Dur Treaſurer would not take the Order nulzjs I 
world receive the whole Sum; I could never pre- 
vail with him to count me out only what I asked 


for. The Cardinal, admiring the Probity of this 


poor Woman, rewarded her in a very liberal 
Manner. 
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Manner. Du are in the Right, ſays he; I wy 
miſtaken : Tuſtead of Sixty, I intend to write Five 
hundred. Go, honeſt Woman, don't give yourſelf 
the Trouble to come back any more; with the Ke- 
mainder of this Money purchaſe a good Husband ſur 
your Daughter. 

I am at a Loſs, dear Iſaac, which of theſe two 
Actions is molt Praiſe-worthy, that of the Cardi- 
nal, or that of the poor Woman. Had this luci— 
dent happened among the ancient Romans, Lis), 
Hlorus, Tacitus, Suetonius, and Valerius Maximus, 

would have recorded it in their Works; though 
probably no modern Hiſtorian will think it worth 
mentioning. Adieu. 


London, *. 
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LETTER CLXXVI. 


AARON MoNCEca ro Jacosp Brito. 


* HE ſhocking Cataſtrophes, my dear Brito, 
which happen ſo frequently in Africa, and 


the tragical Exit of the Algerine Princes, 
mentioned in thy Letters, made me reflect on the 
unhappy Fate of ſome European Princes, whom, one 
would imagine, ſecure in all Reſpects from ſuch 
cruel Reverſes of Fortune. Their Caſe was ſo 
much the more melancholy, as it was impoſſible 
they could ever expect ſuch a Deſtiny, or con- 
ſequently dream of preparing againſt it. In this 
Reſpect, they deſerve more Pity than the African 
Princes. 


When 
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When an Alzerine Monarch is raiſed to the 
Throne, the Fate of his Predeceſſor commonly 
warns him what he is to expect ; at leaſt it furniſhes 
him with a large Field of Reflection upon the lnſta- 
bility of all human Grandeur. But a French Mo— 
narch, or a German Sovereign, in aſcending the 
Throne, ſees nothing but Brightnels and Glory a- 
round it; and are apt to imagine it impoflible 
even for a Thunderbolt to ſtrike them from their 
Seat of Honour: And yet, ſpite of the Preſump— 
tion of theſe Princes, intoxicated with Pride and 
Vanity, how many have we leen plunged, from 
the higheſt Pinacle of Felicity, into an Abyſs of 
Misfortunes ? Have not ſome of them been treat- 
ed with as great Ignominy as the molt atrocious 
Criminals? So that one can ſcarce read the tragi- 
cal Hiſtory without Horror and Tears. ”. 
Not to mention the Mistortunes of many Prin- 
ces and great Men recorded in ancient Hiſtory ; 
to paſs over Marius, Cato, Regulus, and a vaſt 
Number of others: If we conſider only the fatal 
End of Pompey, it will be ſufficient to point out 
the uncertain Fate of great Men, how exalted 
loever their Power and Authority may have been. 
A Sovereign, to check his Pride, needs but view 
Pompey ſometime before the Battle of Phar/aliz. 
He ſees him ruling even the Maſters of the World; 
more abſolute in the Senate, than a King in his 


Privy Council; at the Head of a brave Army, 


and giving out Laws to a Number of Kings. It 
is impoflible to imagine a Man ſurrounded with 
a brighter Blaze of Glory. But alas! how ſud- 
denly is it clouded? How wretched was the Fate 
of this illuſtrious Roman, when he fled from the 
Ficlds of Pharſalia? He is proſcribed, and aban- 
doned by all his Friends at once; he cannot find 
an Aſylum, even in thoſe very Places, where, but 


Juſt now, he reigned abſolute : At laſt he is butch- 


ered 
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cred by a Parcel of vile Slaves, a Crew of inte 
mous Egyptians, who would not have dared t 
affront the meaneſt Romany Centinel. While thi; 
bloody Tragedy is acting, his few remaining 
Friends, inſtead of uſing Means to ſucconr him. 
were wholly taken up in conſulting their ow; 
Safety; nor could they find Leiſure to ſhed 1 
Tear for their Maſter, till they were got ſafely laud— 
ed at Tyre *. What a dreadful Exit was this! 
What a melancholy Example of the Captice ot 
Fortune! What Man, ſeeing Pompey marchins 
up to the Capitol in Triumph, could ever have 


believed, that one Day this Hero, the Wonder ot 


the whole World, ſhould be ſentenced to die by 4 
few Egyptian Slaves? Would not any Perſon 
pretending to forctel ſuch an Event, have been 
looked upon as a Madman ? | 
Such Tragedies are not reſtricted to Antiquity; 
latter Ages abound but too much with them. 


Modern Hiſtory is full of them, and relates ſome 


that are ſtill more terrible. There is nothing in- 
famous in Poxpey's Death; the whole may be 
conſidered only as the Conſequence of an unfor— 
tunate War. But, to go back but a few Centu- 
ries, there is no Kingdom in Europe, not even {uct 
as boaſt the happieſt Form of Government, but 
furniſhes ſome fatal Tragedy, attended with ſuch 
Circumltances as would make even the mot 
ſage Philoſopher tremble to read. 

Before we come to the moſt civilized Nations, 
let us make a ſhort Stop at Conſtantinople. Let 
us here take a View of the unhappy Oſman carried 
about all the Streets upon an Als, inſulted, in the 


moſt cruel Manner; by the frantic Populous, and 


inſolent Soldiery. Thoſe very Janilaries wi9 
then ſpit in O man's Face, lay two Days before 
proſtrate at his Feet, not daring to ſpeak, or g's 

5 1 10 


* Cicere Orat, ad Bruatum, Cap. VIR 


_— * i= * 9 * 


ſo much as lift up their Eyes to him. Could it 
have been believed, that ever an Emperor, (prung 
from the Ottoman Race, ſo highly revered by the 
Turks, and ſo dear to the Soldiers, would have 
fuffered Indignities to which the greuteſt Criminal 
among the Nag arenes was never expoſed? I am 
pertuaded, dear Br:to, that thoſe who inſulte 
0/;4an in this ſha uneful Manner, were ſo far "api 
dreaming of this Revolution, that, a Month be- 
tore the Inſurrection, they would have torn to 
Pieces any one who ſhould have dared to hint any 
ſuch Deſign. Indeed, for the Janiſarjes to de- 
throne their Sultan, and offer his Lite a Victim 
to his Succeflor, is a Thing ſo common, that it 
does not ſurpriſe any Body. But for theſe very 
Janiſaries to inſult the Blood and Name of Otto- 
1222; to refuſe the leaſt Honours to the Body of 
Prince; to expoſe him to the opprobrious Out- 
rage of a Mob, before they deliver him up to the 
Mutes, who ſtood ready to ſtrangle him with the 
fatal Bow-ſtring; theſe are molt extraordinary 
Circumſtances, and ſhew to what ſtrange Lengths 
the Caprice of Fortune may ſometimes go. 
Bajaget's Fate, how cruel ſoever, is not nearly 
ſo ſhocking as that of Oſav. The former was 
torced to ſubmit to whatever Puniſhment the proud 
Weg ng vg was pleated to inflict upon him. Tho? 
perhaps he might not expect to be treated with ſo 
much Severity as he met with from Tamerlane 
yet he could not but believe that the Victor would 
take a ſharp Revenge. The latter, on the con- 
trary, had Cuſtom, "Prejudice, Superſtition, Rea- 


ion and Equity, on his Side; and yet all could 
not fave him. 


Happy would it be, dear Rrieo, did the Cala- - 


mities which have befallen ſeveral Princes, make 
as ſtrong an Impreſſion on the Minds of their 
Succeflors, as the Misfortunes of Bajazet did on 

Vor. IV. 8 tholſe 


JEWISH LETTERS. 193 


. == 


. 


r 


= 


— 


7 


. 
- 7 & 
3 — * 2 _ 
— oy 
— 


Rod "4 * Da 


———_— TIED TT ̃ ˙Ü———— . §—· PO 


5 bY wa Fit, — 2 * _ 

n " 3 . — 

— * n [I 2 . - — Ce « 

= Met R 2 - ” End 21 

FFF een an . 5 ' da gh — _— 1 
— — >= 2 — = — — 

— ha > Wo. - — rf __—— 
* — —. — 


194 JEWISH LETTERS 


thoſe of the Ottoman Princes. How many Abuſes 
would have hereby been prevented in Europe 
Whereas the Zzrkiſþ Sultans, through a falſe and 
ridiculous Shame, refuſe to marry, in order to 
prevent the Ottoman Blood from being ever ex- 
poſed to the like Indignities which that poor Prince 
ſuffered; when, being ſhut up in an Iron Cage, 
Tamerlane Cauſed Bajazet's Wives come and ſerye 
him ſtark-narked : Inſtead, 1 ſay, of preventing, 
in this ridiculous Manner, Accidents which never 
happen but once; inſtead of curing an imaginary 
Evil by a real one, the European Monarchs ſhould 
have enacted Laws to reſtrain their Succeilors 
from encroaching upon the Rights of their Sub— 
jects; and charged them to treat their People with 
the ſame Equity and Gentleneſs as a Father docs 
his Children. The tragical End of ſeveral Nass- 
rene Monarchs would have ſuggeſted Arguments 
enough for eſtabliſhing ſuch wholeſome Laws, as 
would equally promote the Security of the Sove— 
Teign and the Welfare of the Subject. 

When I reflect on the untimely Fate of ſeveral 
Nazarene Princes, and of ſome Princeſſes ot the 
ſame Religion; it ſhocks me ſtill more than the 
Cataſtrophes of Bajazet and of Oſman. Cruel 
and barbarous Actions may be expected among 
Nations ſubject to perpetual Revolutions, Who 
are guided ſolely by Caprice and ſudden Impulſes. 
But in polite Nations, who profeſs to follow the 
Dictates of Reaſon, that ſo many crowned Heads 
ſhould have come to an ignominious End, this is 
a Circumſtance I ſcarce know how to account tor; 
and it cannot but afford a copious Subject for Re- 
flection to all who ſtudy the Heart of Man. 

I he firſt Inſtance of this Kind that now occurs 
to me is the Fate of Branehalt Queen of France. 
I will not pretend to decide whether that Princels 
was really guilty of all the enormous 3 
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s | with which ſhe was charged. Some Authors of 
' | Credit in the lalt Age have attempted to excuſe 
ber; and what ſeems to confirm their Opinion is, 


the Encomiums beſtowed upon her by a celebra- 
ted Koman Pontiff *, which exalt her Piety to the 
very Skies. But, be this as it will, how culpabie 
ſoever her Conduct night have been, yet thoſe 
e who puniſhed her ſbould bave paid lome Regard 
„ to her Birth and Rank; they ſhould have reſpected 


© | in her Perſon the common Dignity ot Sovercigus. 
; | The Rules of Decency, of Laws, of Renton, and 
the Honour due to the Throne, point out a wide 
3 © © DVitterence between the Puniſhment of a Qucen, 

- F- and that of a Highway-man or Aflaflin. Never- 
1 [= thelels, the ill-fated Brauebalt inet with more 
[Wt cruel Treatment than either Carrorche or En- gnard 
the Jeſuit. 4. She was ſentenced, ſays famous 
#2 © Uzi/torian}, to be tortured three Days in private; 


gaatter which fhe was carried vpon a Camel all 
through the Camp, not ſo much with a Deſign 
„that her Army might be Spectators of her Dit. 
„grace, as that ſhe might be expoſed to the rude 
% Intults and Scorn even of the meanelt Soldier. | 
At laſt ſhe was tied by the Hair, by one FHoot 
* anda Hand to the Tail of 4 ficry Horſe, and 
# © dragged in this Manner through the Fieids till 
Ez © ſhe was dead. Such was her cruel Sentence, 
which was immediately put in Execution. The 
Queen being tied to the Horſe's Tail, the In- 
„ {tant he felt the Spur, had her Brains knocked 
out; and in that diſmal Condition was ſhe drag- 
« ped through Briars and Brambles, over Hedges 
and Rocks, till her Body was ſo mangled, that 
what remained had ſcarce the Appearance of a 
* Carcaſs.” What a ſad Fate, dear Brito, was 
0 3 this 
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N Paſqui er, Recherches de la France, Livr. X. Chap. XIX. 
age 957, 
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this for a Queen of France! What a terrible Ex- 
ample of the Juilice of Heaven! And what a 
Leſſon for all crowned Heads is the ipnominions 
Puniſhment of this Princeſs! . 

The Deſtiny of Joan Queen of Naples Was al- 
moſt as cruel. Belieged i in the Caſtle of Charteay- 
neuf by Charles Durazz0, Coulin to the King of 
Hangary, the ſurrendred, not doubtiug bat le 
would ſhew' her all the Regard due to her Birth 
and Quality. But ſhe found herſelf greatly mit 
taken; tor this General, by Order of King Les, 
canſed her to be flraugled in that very Place where 


joe had cauſed King Andrew, one of her four lun 
bands, to be hang d. A ſilken Halter was uſed in 


this amet Execution, fhe having granted the ſame 
Indulgence to ber Lniband. This Princeſs was 
juitly puniſhed for her diſſolute and bloody 
Actions; and ſhould ſerve as a Warning to theſe 
Votentates, who being intoxicated with Greatneſs 
and Power, fondly imagine that the Throne is 
able to ſcreen them from the Vengeance ot 
Heaven. 

There are but few at this Day who pity the 
two Princeſles whole Misfortunes I have men— 
tioned. As they were charged with the blackeſt 
of Crimes, the Ignominy of theſe take off a great 
Part of the Horror and Deteſtation one is apt to 
conceive againſt ſuch as have ſtruck at the Maje— 
{ty of Princes in general. But what are we tv 
think of thoſe Miſcreants, who put to Death upon 
a Scaffold, Princes and Princeſſes whoſe Virtue, 
Frobity and Goodneſs, were known to all Europe: 
With what Surpriſe doth a Philoſopher, a wile 
Man, read the diſmal Story of Lady Jane Gray, 
laying her Head upon a Block for no other Crime 
than the Ambition and Rebellion of her Parents. 

Charles I. was equally unfortunate, though fat 
from being ſo innocent. This Prince for ere 

ear 
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brought to this tragical End by a Man of no con- 


Title of Protector of England; a Title, in my O- 
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make on the Minds of Kings! Inſtead of the Fa— 
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Years was ſo much adored by the Ezgliſh, that 
they cut off the Ears and ſlit the Noſe of an inſo— 
lent Divine, who had publiſhed a few Reflections 
upon his Government; and yet he loſt his Head 
on a Scaffold in Sight of thoſe very People who 
a little before had worſhipped him. He was 


ſiderable Figure, who, railing himſelf inſenſibly to 
the higheſt Poſts, preſumed at laſt to aſſume the 


pinion, infinitely more augult, more expreſlive, 

and pompous, than that of Ag or Emperor. 
What a Proof is this of a divine, over-ruling 

Providence! What deep Impreſſions ought it to 


bles and Intrigues of Gallantry, which are gene- 
rally the Subjects of Painting, that adorn the Gal- 
leries of Princes, methinks they ſhould order to 
be drawn the Hiſtory of King Czarles's Misfor- 
tunes, with this uſetul Inſcription engraven below 
it, as a Leſſon to themſelves and their Succeſſors: 
JJ OFTHE EARTH: 


EARN FROM THIS DREADFUL 
XAMPLE, THAT NEITHER 
OUR RANK NOR POWER CAN 
ECURE YOU FROM THE MOST 
RUEL REVERSE OF FOR- 
UNE. -HE WHO PUT THE 

SCEPTRE INTO YOUR HANDS, 

MAY SPOIL:-YOU OF IT IN A 

MOMENT. WITHOUT HIS AID 

WHAT ARE YOU ABLE TO AT- 

CHIEVE? YOU ARE BUT MERE 

WORMS, INVESTED WITH 
OME DEGREE OF POWER O- 
ER OTHER WORMS LIKE 
OURSELVES: - BEG -THERE- 
ORE OF THAT BEING. BY 

R 3 WHOSE 


— A — - 


— = 
— 


2 . 
> 
a _ = 


I 


— 2 — 


- * 6 : — 
8 — 8 4 = 2 * - * „ — 1 8 _ * — I - 
—_— - — —— 6. — ö 1 * * 5 a 
- -_ _— 4 * * ue -+ - >» ** a 4 = a = pre — — pos < 8 — © — 
” I "= BY, \ ” — - * of 0 — * 4 * 1 4 _ 2 1 22 — 
* 8 ; 1 AY > - "2 = a4 2 n 1 8 rt . ” — — * * 2 1 — — 
2 - — L 8 £ = - 2 — — 4 * 5 _ : - l ; - — 5 2 — 
= — = ————————— —— — — . . l 2 — — 5 
— —. = 4 : - hs — O — * * K 
— — * * 
— 5 . - " 72 — . 
5 - = — — . — * — 1 
— 3 - q — - "", 


— 
1 ns * ” = o 
— +; = 898 : — 
<2 "I — 
—— : — 


— 


— — 2 — . — _ _ ” _ - * —_— _ 4 IO © + 44 — — * 
ou . IAC ĩ ͤ —L— — 


. earn tc ee 


> 
— — 


— u —— — 


IE IE ITT, 


. FE 


a F N - 
SURRECIION AND REBELLION. 
I am of Opinion, dear Brito, that ſuch an In— 
ſcription would convey a more neceſlary Leſſon, 
than that which is commonly ſeen on all the Ttri- 
bunals of Juſtice in France. Diſcit: Fuſtitian Mo- 
iti, & non temnere Divos x. 

But while I am condemning the Cruelty of 
Subjects towards their Sovereigns, I would by 
no means authorize the Tyranny and Injuſtice of 
Sovereigns towards their Subjects. God forbid | 
ſhould run ſuch an Extreme. I only with that 
each Party would do the other Juſtice; and that 
the Virtnes of Kings were always carefully ci— 


4 


— 


ſtinguiſhed from their Vices. When I read u the 


glorious Exploits of Alexazger, I give him all the 
Applauſe due to an illuſtrions Conqueror. But 
when I caſt my Eye on the murthered Citus, 
I feel my Boſom fired with the Indignation which 
the Sight of an Aflaſſin naturally infpires: Ihis 
15 not Alexander, but a frantic Furioſo. The 
great Actions of Heroes and Heroines ſhould not 
confound the Nature of Things, and make us 
conſider their Vices and Crimes as ſo many good 
Qualities. 

Farewel, my dear Brito; always deteſt thoſe 
who foment Murder and Rebellion, and maintain 
a religious Reſpect for the God of Iſrael. 


London, . 


LETTER 


* Virr, end, Lib. VI. 
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LETTER CLXXVII. 


AARON MON CEC A r IS AAC ONis. 


much Inſight as poſſible into the Manners and 
Diſpoſition of the Exgliſß. In this View J 


| Make it my daily Study, dear [ſaac, to get as 


examine very carefully even their minuteſt Acti- 


ons; and hearken with great Attention to their 
Diſcourſes upon the moſt indifferent Subjects. I 
am got acquainted with two Exgl: Gentlemen, 


who are juſt returned from their I ravels through 


France and Italy; and as they have a very different 
Turn of Mind, I take a particular Pleaſure in 
comparing the different Relations they give of 
their Adventures; and in obſerving the different 
Occurrences which ſtruck each of them molt 
ltrongly. The firſt is a diſcreet, wife Man; one 
who looks upon all Mankind as his Brethren and 
Countrymen ; pitying, but not deſpiſing, thoſe 
who are the unhippy Slaves of Superſtition ; and 
impnting their Miſtakes to the Force of Prejudice 
and Education, rather than to Weakneſs of Mind. 
The ſecond, on the contrary, is a true born Exgliſh- 
man; plealed with nothing but what he ſees in Lon— 
dn; hating all Foreigners without Exception; not 
fatisfied with the Applauſes due to the great Men 
and eminent Writers which Euglaud has produced; 
but firmly believing, that no other Country ever 
gave Birth to a Hero or good Author: 
Valour and Genius were confined to . 
| | an 
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and God had made all other Nations with three 5 
* only, while he had bleſſed Ezgliſumen with : 
ve. ; | 
I asked lately the Traveller, who is ſo ſtrongly þ 


prejudiced in favour of his native Country, what 
it was that prompted him to viſit other Nations. : 
What was the Motive, ſaid I, of your Journey inty | ; 
France and Italy? Why did you take the Pain to 
travel ſo far to uo Purpoſe; to viſit Places anl. 
Things not worth ſeeing* If you wanted only to fee 5 
Houſes, Foreſts, Mountains and Rivers, you might | 
have gratified your Cariofity without ſtirring out ef 
England. I went to Italy, replied he, 20 get 43 
Sight of the Opera at Venice, and to ſee the Jubilee 
in Rome. Hou anſwered I, did you take a Jour- 
ney of above Five hundred Leagnes merely to hear a 
female Warble, and to ſee a few childiſh Fopperies, 
which you would be the firſt to laugh at; and did 
ut once enquire, whether, in the many Cities thry? 
which you paſſed, there was not ſome Philoſopher, 
ſome Man of Senſe, who deſerved a Viſit, and whiſc 
Converſation might be of Advantage to you? How E 
many, even in Italy, where you ſaw nothing but 9 


Prieſts in antic Dreſs, muttering before {Marble 
Altars; where you heard none but a Parcel of filly | 
Women and Halſ-men ſing upon a Stage; how max VF © 
able Mathematictans, I ſay, are in that County: EF 
How many famons Geometricians aud good Natura- 1 


lifts * In ſhort, how many excellent Philoſuphers, 
whoſe Converſation would have afforded you Enter- 
taiument infinitely more delightful to the Mind, than 
the alluring, but tranſient, Sounds of Fauſtinæ and 
Cuzzoni's Voice? I ſhould not wonder to hear that 
a Man, who was paſſirnately deſirous of Knowleage, 
an Engliſhman for the Iiaprovement of his Genius, 
ſhould ſet from London for China, merely 10 
ſtudy Confucius's Philoſophy. But, for a Traveller 
zo ramble over like a Madman for two or three Tears 

| a creat 


— " by = — 
ok — — - - — — — 


_ . 
22 8 


* 3 —_ "= — > 2 p - Fes 4 = ” — — = —— E \ 
l : - — . p . - - * 2 * > : 7 1 2 7 2 7 * * L » * 3 — 2 — 5 N £ -— — 3 
* 23 8 % . - = 2X” — — . n g * ES * of. * * 222 pak” Wc ” : * r - 85 — == — — You — 
h — — — — 2 - * « . 1 as 2 * - jy 2 * 1 * 
* * = NR, 2 : r 3 - 7 2 5 — a 5 ES 1 — hs * — 5 
- mas; . * 5 += . = p = s . . — — 4% 6K * 23 6 2 — 8 * 3 4 * * 
Pa” — = — — — — — — TP. bf 2 * — 2 —— * F * Calla. * * * —— EE" 1 q TT —— 5 ” 8 W q : 
—— N - : Ry F - : - 5 : : — 1 Za - on 5 : 2 1 . * * 8 — - > Ve I —_ 4 
De” . = oa mode 2 — 2 K — 2 
- — — — er . — 5 — 2 gs — 2 TP TOs i ov r * 7 2 _ _ — * 4 =. _— —— — N 


- 


r - 


——— —— 


— 


— D " 
We 7 hos 
as 
e 


* 32323 > 9 P * — 2 
E 2 9 o 

3 > SE: a. © 8 1 85 4 1 5 
en e. VI nl 2 . 8 


JEWISH LETTERS. 207 


a great Part of Europe, ozly to fee Poriicos and 
Colainas, aud to hear Muſicians, and all the while 
20 be entirely unacquainted with the learned Men of 
the ſeveral Countries mio which he travels; that, at 
his Retara home, he ſhould affect to deſp:ſ? illaſtrivns 
Meu whom he never ſaw; that he fhould judge of 
the Learning of Algarotti by the Warbling of an 
Opera Singer; of the Merit of Marquis Mallet by 
the Front of St. Mark's Palace; of the projonud 
Knunwledze of ſome Roman Antiquaries by the Be- 
nedictions of the Pope, and the Avarice and Luxar 
of the Prelates who ſurround him; all this appears 
to me very inaccountable, eſpecially in an Englithman, 
who boaſts of his ſuperior Senſe. 

Pray, Sir, continued I, what was it that drew 
vou into France? Were your Motives as trifling as 
thoſe which prompted you to viſit Italy? I went 
over to ſee France, replied my Friend, vbecanſe all 
Perſuns of Figure travel thither. One manſt fullow 


the Faſhion. But by the way, thuugh Þ amuſed my- 


f for ſometime in Paris, yet I could ſee nothing in 
thut. City to give me any great Opinion of the French 
Cenis. All thoſe who had the Character of being 
Len of Wit, were a Parcel of ſhallow Petits 
Maitres, who ſomettmes throw about their Jokes, 
or rather Waggeries, ſeaſoned with certain lively 


Flaſhes: But we don't call this Mit in England. 


Nothing pretends to the Name, except what is tiuc- 
tured with Reaſon and ſolid Reflectiun. Is this then, 
fays I, the Idea you have formed of the French Na- 
tin? Aud is this Idea formed from the Specimen 
of your Acquaintances at Paris? But pray, Sir, 
do you know Fontenelle, the Preſident de Monteſ- 
quiou, or Voltaire? Have you converſed with Caſ- 
{ini or Mavpertuis? Theſe laſt mentioned are rec- 
koned to be ſomething above the Character of a Mit. 
No, replied the Engliſhman, I am an utter Stranger 


the 


'0 ail theſe Gentlemen. They muſt never ſure go to 
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the Opera. I never once heard their Names men- 
tioned in the Pit, or Tippling-honſe. They were 
never ſpoke of at the Hotel de Gevres, wor at the 
Marchioneſs de „ at the Counteſs du —, a7 
iu the publick Walks. How then was it Poſſible {ur 
me to become acquainted with them? In any other 
Place, replied I, but theſe you have juſt now name, 
Tou might have met them in the Clubs of learacs 
Men, in Academies, at the Houſes of the Literari, 
in Convents where Sciences are cultivated, &c. 
What would you think of me, if at my Return 
to Conſtantinople, I ſhould form a Judgment of 
the Engliſh in general, from thoſe Perſons I had 
Teen in Coffee-houſes; from a few of their wortt 
Authors, and from ſome impertinent Politicians, 
who invent ridiculous Schemes, grounded merely 
on the good Opinion they entertain of themſelves 
and their Countrymen? Would you not call me 


Fool or Madman, if, meeting me in the Atmeidan *, 


you ſhould hear me addreſs a Zzr# to this Pur- 
pole? London, where I reſided fix Months, is 
a City peopled with vain-glorious Fools, 
« whole chief Phrenzy in thinking, that none de- 
& ſerve the Name of Men but themſelves. I heir 
« chief Employment is to cabal againſt the VII- 
„ niltry. They are everlaſtingly talking about 
« the Government of ancient Greece; and you 
“% may hear many a Man, who has not Senſe c- 
enough to govern his own Family, for ever il- 
« puting about the Laws of So˙ and Lycargas ; 
„and citing, at random, the Anecdotes of Arens 
« and Sparta. Another, who underſtands not one 
« Word of French, cenſures without Mercy all 
„ that have written in that Language; infolently 
ce calls Moliere a Fool, Racine a Poetaſter, and 


« Bourdaloue a mere Dottard. Some, who per- 


« haps believe that the Moon is ten times bigger 
„ than 


The ancient Hypodrome, 
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fulſe and ridiculous a Light? And would you be ſa- 
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« than the fixed Stars, call the Carteſian Syſtem 
« A rometic Dream: Nay, many among*them 
« will queſtion whether ever a Frenchman made 
« one judicious Reflection. And yet this vain, 
« preſumptuous People have not one good Wri- 
« ter among them.“ 

[ am ſure, continued 1, F you heard me talk in 
this Manner, you could not foroear asking me what 


Reaſon 1 had tn ſet the whole Engliſh Nation in fo 


tisfied if I told you, That I judge of the Na- 
« tion in general, by thoſe I converſed with in 
« the Coffee-houles, Taverns, and Places of pub- 
« lic Reſort? How! Sir, would you reply, were 
„ theſe the Places you ſought for Materials to 
« compole your Travels? 1 will venture to pro- 
« nounce all your Labour loſt; you might have 
„been as wile without ſtirring from home. But, 
« were Locke and Sir Iſaac Newtoa living when 
« you was in Eugland? Were you acquainted 
« with them? Did you converſe with a Number 
« of great Geniuſes who live in Loudon? Do 
« you know Pope, Gordon, Tindal? &c. Tis 
from ſuch Pertons as theſe that we ought to 
judge of the Merit of a Nation; and not from 
a Parcel of Smatterers in Literature, with 
« which all Countries are equally peſtered.“ 

All my Arguments, dear {/aac, could not make 
tne leaſt Impreſſion on my conceited Egliſbman. 
His extravagant Prepoſſeſſion in favour of his 
Country laid ſuch a monſtrous Obſtacle in the 
Way, that the moſt evident Reaſons could not 
once remove. All I could gain of him was, to 
allow Foreigners ſome Degree of Merit; but ſo 
very ſmall, in Compariſon with the large Endow- 
ments of the Engliſh, that, in his Opinion, there is 
a wider Difference between a Frenchman, an Ita- 
liau, or a German, and an Eugliſuman, than the 


Jan- 
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Janſeniſis would make between St. Auſtin and the by 
Patriarch of the Jejazzs. 0 
have often complained to the judicious Traye!- I 
ler of his Countryman's Prejudice; who, being a WR *© 
Gentleman of great Wiſdom and Diſcretion, is ſorry |M © 
to oblerve the Obſtinacy and Blindneſs of his Friend. = 
He peaks with the utmolt Impartiality of the Wigs 
Virtues and Vices of thoſe Nations among whom 1 
he has travelled. „ Italy, ſays be, is a Country Ed 
« which at firſt Sight preſents nothing but one 1 
% uninterrupted Scene of Luxury, Superſtition 1 
% and Debauchery. One would imagine it ut- | - 
« terly impoſſible for a Philoſopher to meet with Þ|M_* 
« any thing here worthy his Attention and E. MR _ * 
« ſteem. Nevertheleſs, when he acts with Pra- IM *© 
« dence and Reſerve, and gets acquainted with Bd 
„ Men of Letters, he finds a Number of Fertons Wa 
« of great Abilities, whoſe Names, indeed, are = 
„ not ſo well known as thole of many other 1 
Literati; for this good Reaſon, becauſe they 
&« are obliged to be ſilent, and to keep their Learn- 3 7 
&« ing to themſelves. Was the Inquiſition abo- MB | 
„ liſh'd To- day, Italy would produce 1 o-morrow 3 
« Number of excellent Books, nothing interior = 
« to the Works of other Nations. I conſider a =P 
& Man of Letters as an Orange-Tree. Should . 
ce this Tree be ſet in a Pot, it muſt neceſſari7 W* 
be confined, and bear Fruit but of an ordinary . 
« Size; but, on the contrary, if it be planted at WF# 
« large in a Garden, it will produce infinitely |? 
« finer. Italy would have given Birth to tn Wa 
« Hiſtorians, as good as Father Paul, had Au- 
« thors been allowed to write in Kowe, Neplcs Þo 


« or Florence, With the ſame Freedom as in Venice. 
« A Traveller, who is ſtudious to improve his 
« Mind, ſhould find out ſuch learned Men as are 
« obliged to conceal a great Part of their Merit ; 
„% al 
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« and judge of what they could be, by what they 
« are allowed to appear. 

« As to the extravagant Debauchery charged 
« upon the [raltans, I own *tis ſuch as would 
&« ſhock a virtuous Mind. One ſees with Aſto— 
« niſhment a Number of Bawdy-houles protected 
„by the Government, in a City that aflumes the 
« Name of ſoly. This Circumſtance may juſtly 
« create Prejudices againſt the Virtue and Mo- 
« deſty of thoſe at the Head of ſuch a Govern- 
« ment. People, lays a wile Heathen, always be- 
« have with Modeſty in thoſe States where the Ma- 
i giſtrates dread lnfamy more than Panſhment. * 
In Rome, the Man who ſays that the Pope's Slip- 
« per is not ſacred is puniſhed with Death; but 


« a Woman may ſafely turn Proſtitute, provided 


{© ſhe pay a I ribute to the Government; this pro- 
cures the Countenance of the Magiltrate, and 
« and is the Price of her Licenſe to lin. 

Theſe judicious and impaitial Remarks on the 
Italians, made me extremely defirous to know 
what Opinion this Exgliſuman entertained of the 
Trench. © They poſſeſs, replied he, many excel- 
« lent Qualities; but theſe are attended with great 
« ImperteCctions. In Euglaud they are generally 

repreſented as a mere ſuperficial People, having 
more Wit than Learning; nor is this Charge 
without ſome Foundation. It cannot be denied, 
„that of all the vaſt Number of Authors in 
France, the greater Part write nothing but trifling 
Tales, Romances, and Love-Poems. A learned 
Man in Paris frequently ſignifies no more than 
a Writer of Plays. Tho” at the fame time it 
muſt be allowed, there are among them ſeveral 
Geniuſes of the firſt Rate, who ſhould by no 
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the Sentiments of this Eugliſuman; but to me they 
appeared as reaſonable and juſt, as thoſe of his 
Countryman ſeemed weak and ſhallow. 


means be confounded with thoſe now mention- 
ed. The Academy of Sciences, which is in- 
deed infinitely ſuperior to all the other literary 
Academies of the Kingdom, is generally com- 
poſed of Perſons of eminent Worth, whoſe 
Works plainly demonſtrate that France, as well 
as England, can produce Men of vaſt Penctra- 
tion and Judgment. It is true, in ſome Things 
the Engliſßh᷑ Genius ſeems to arrive at a certain 


Height, of which the French is ſcarce capable. 
The former will ſoar to the Skies, ſhake off 


the Fetters of Prejudice, and unfold the Truth 
in ſpite of all the Clamours of Superſtition, 
and Wiles of Falſhood. The Freach would 
doubtleſs enjoy the ſame Advantage, had they 
the ſame Liberty of exerting their Genius; 
but, unhappily for them, they dare not. Lis 
not the want of Capacity, but of Liberty, that 
ſpoils their Performances. Lo this Reſtraint 
it muſt be imputed, that moſt of them amuſe 
themſelves with I rifles; and, which is worlt 
of all, by Cuſtom they come to look upon 
theſe I rifles as ſerious, neceſſary and impor- 


tant. To this Circumſtance is owing the Cha- 


racter they have got, among Strangers, of be- 
ing a ſhallow, ſuperficial People: This allo 
makes them abſolute Slaves to every new 
Mode, which they commonly conſider as 2 
Matter of the laſt Moment: This gets them 
branded with the odious Name of Light and 
Inconſtant; and fills them with ſuch an Opi— 
nion of themſelves, as neceſſarily makes them 
appear very ridiculous.” FL 

I know not, dear Iſaac, how thou wilt reli 


Adieu, 


* a+ 
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Adieu, my Friend; and ſpare no Pains to roo; 
out of thy Mind the leaſt Remains of Prejudice. 


London, “. 
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LETTER CLXXV. 
AARON MON CECA fro ISAAC ONIS. 


HE Frgliſb Biſhops, dear Iſuac, are not 

: obliged, lixe thoſe of Vance and Italy, to 

lead a Lite of Celibacy, Ever ſince they 
abandoned the Rowm!jb Communion, they have 
claimed the fame Liberty to marry as the Laity, 
and, at the ſame time that they preſerved all the 
Privileges annexcd to their Character, they have 
ſoftened the Rigours and Aulterities that uſed to 
attend their Office before the Reformation. This 
artfu! and political Conduct, of altering nothing 
in the ancient Hierarchy of the Church, has been 
of infinite Prejudice to the Court of Rowe. 

It 1s beyond queltion, that, when the Retorma- 
tion began in Eus land, if it had been propoſed 
that the Biſhops ſhould deſcend to the Degree of 
imple Paſtors, and that the Canons of the Gene- 
van Church ſhould be eſtabliſhed here, there was 
not a Prelate in the Kingdom but would have 
oppoled with all their Might an Innovation ſo 
diladvantageous to their ſecular Intereſt. They 
would have riſen, in one Body, againit the new 
Dottrines ; would have ſtirred up the People, 
over whom they exerciſed almoſt an arbitrary 


8 2 Sway, 
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Sway, to take vp Arms in Defence of their ſpi- 
ritual Fathers; and, if they could not have en— 
tirely ſuppreſſed the new Religion, they would at 
| leaſt have check'd its Progreſs conſiderably. 

Thoſe Princes who ſhook off the Pope's Yole, 
took the moſt effectual Method poſſible to pain 
over the Clergy to their Intereſt. They allowed 
them to retain all the Wealth and Grandeur the, 
formerly poflctied ; they did not abridge any ot 
their Popiſh Privileges; and, to boot, permitted 
them to marry gay, airy Ladies, who might help 
them to ſpend, with more Pleaſure, their large 
Revenues. Had the ſame Conduct been obſerved 
in France, inſtead of publiſhing Invectives againſt 
the Biſhops; had the Government addreſſed them 
in theſe Words: We conſent that you enjoy 
« Fifty thouſand Livres a Year; we agrece |tj!] 
« to call you, My Lords; you ſhall loſe none cf 
“ your Power or Prerogatives over the inferior 
« Clergy ; only be willing to ſhake off the Yole 
« under which you yourſelves, as well as the 
« reſt of the Nation, are groaning ; and as a 
« Reward of your Compliance, you fhall for 
« the future be indulged the Liberty of procrea— 
« ting little Biſhops to preſerve the Specics. 


And you may court a pretty Fair ; 
Gay, buxom, ſmart beyond compare; 
A Laſs of a vivacious Ihought, 
With Babbies ſweetly circliug wrought , 
Of Humour kind ; 
A gentle Mind; 
In Words diſcreet, 
For Maidens meet : 
A Maid of pleaſing Step and Voice, 
Whoſe Mind and borm command our Choice *. 


Had 


* Oervres de Marot, Chauſon XXV. 
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. © Had the like Propoſal been made to the French 
Prelates, I am pretty confident that not a Man 
among them would have rejected the Offer. 
| J/ell, would they have ſaid, ſince the Number of 
the Elect muſt be accompliſhed, Biſhops are as well 
qualified to labour for that Purpoſe as private Per- 
l. But, could any Man in his Senſes imagine 
that the whole Body of ſuperior Clergy would 
tamely ſubmit to a Project that would reduce 
them to the low Rank of poor Prieſtlings? I he 
F Abſurdity of ſuch a Fancy, Beza found but too 
ſenſibly at the Conference of Poiſſi. Being ask ed 
Z by ſome Prelates, what would become of their 
Temporalities, how theſe would be diſpoſed of 
in caſe they ſhould declare openly for his Doc- 
trine? The good Man making this ingengous 
Anſwer, That they muſt ſacrifice them all at the 
Foot of ChriſPs Croſs ; theſe worldly-minded Doc- 
tors immediately turned their Backs upon him. 
Thus, failing in the Politicks of the Ezglih Re- 
formers, he loſt the faireſt Opportunity poſſible 
of introducing a like Reformation in the Gian 
Church. 
| make no donbt, but at the Beginning of the 
Reformation the Permiſſion to marry, and to en- 
j07 the Pleaſures of having Wives and Children, 
was a ſtrong Bias upon the Minds of many Pre- 
lates, to incline them to favour the Proteſtant 
Religion. And if to this Privilege there had not 
been tack'd the hard Condition of being degraded 
into {imple Paſtors, the French Biſhops might have 
been as eaſily prevailed upon to change their Opi- 
Lions as the Eugliſh. I ſhall ſuppoſe, for inſtance, 
that the Cardinal de Lorrain had been diſpoſed to 
marry; the Dread of loting his immenſe Fempo— 
ralkies, muſt neceſſarily have diverted him from 
it. In order therefore ro gratity at the ſame time 
LY iS Ambition and amorous luclination, he woulck 
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have choſen much rather to make uſe of his Neich- 
bour's Wite, than to take one to himſelf who 
would bring Poverty along with her. His Con- 
duct in this Reſpe& is well known; for he him- 


- Telf tells us, that he was extremely fond of the 


Game, and had enjoyed the fineſt Ladies of the 
Court. So little Delicacy had he in this Parti- 
cular, that he ſcrupled not one Day to make his 
Boaſts of it to the Dutcheſs of Savoy, at a Time 
when the Vigour and Vivacity of his Impulſes 
were ſuch, as leaves no Room to doubt of the 
Truth of what he advanced. Brantome, with his 
uſual Humour, informs us of this Adventure of 
his Eminency : © The Cardinal de Lorrain, ſays 


cc 


“ Rome, Charged with an Embaſſy from the King 


his Maſter, viſited the Duke and Dutcheſs cf 
% Javoy. After ſome Converſation held with 
« the Duke, he went to the Dutcheſs's Apart- 

ment in order to make his Compliments to her; 
and as he approached to that Lady, the proud- 
eſt Woman at that 1ime in the World, ſhe 
gave him her Hand to kiſs. The Cardinal, re- 
ſenting the Affront, advanced in order to kils 
her Lips, upon which ſhe retired back. At 


cc 


6c 
40 
«& 
cc 


cloſe up to her, and gave her two or three 
Kiſſes, notwithſtanding her Outcries both in 
% Spanifo and Portugueſe. What, ſays he, «re 

v, to put on your Airs to me! I am allowed 7» 
© kiſs the Queen my Miſtreſs, who is the greateſt 


&« Princeſs in the Morld, muſt I not preſume, for- 


« fyoth, to approach a little, paltry Dutcheſs! I'd 


« have you to know, Madam, that I have lain wits 


Ladies full as haudſome, and of as great Quality 


4 46 you $7? 


After 


X Brantcme, Dames Galantes, Tom. II. Tag. 364. 


he, going through Piedmont in his Way to 


Jaſt the Cardinal, lofing all Patience, ſtep'd 
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After this, dear Iſaac, it will be extremely dif- 
ficult for the moſt zealous Papiſt to prove that 
the Cardinal de Lorrain would have fcrupled to 
take a Wife, provided he could have done it with= 
out affecting his Revenues. They mult either 
confeſs that this Prelate, one of the greateſt Pjl- 
lars of their Church, conſidered Adultery as a 
mere FPeccadillo, and conſequently thought it no 
way incumbent upon him to ſeek tor a Remedy 
againſt this Vice; or elſe they muſt allow, thar, 
could he have found out ſome proper Expedient 
without ruining his Fortune, he would certainly 
have taken the Benefit of it; for his Complexion 
was ſo extremely amorous, that nothing could 
do but Marriage or Fornication. It is no Se- 
cret, that he was poſſeſſed with a ſort of Love- 
frenzy; and we may almoſt imagine, that Pers 
had poured into his Veins the deadly Poifon that 
proved ſo fatal to Minos's Daughters. © I have 
« been told, ſays the Author above cited, that 
« when any new Beauty arrived at Court, no 
« matter whether married or unmarried, he uſed 


to accolt her immediately, and offer his Ser- 


vice to tutor her. A rare Tutor indeed! I 
„ ſuppoſe he found it ſcarce ſo difficult to ma- 
nage his female Pupils, as to teach a wild Colt. 
lt was commonly reported of this Cardinal, 
that there were very few young Ladies who fre— 
quented the Court, but were deluded and drawn 
away by his Liberality; and ſcarce any leſt 
that Conrt and carried their Virtue along with 
them. One might have ſeen, at that Time, the 
“ Wardrobe of a Maid of Honour better ſtored 
* with coltly Apparel, Gowns and Petticoats of 
*« Gold, Silver and Silk, than thoſe of our Prin- 
cefles and Queens in the preſent Age. I my- 
ſelf have ſeen two or three of theſe; and was 
very 

* Brantame, Dames Calantes, Tom. II. Pag. 3 62. 


"As 
40 


«6 


BBB »»» eee — ˙ -n_ 


212 JEWISH LETTERS. 


« very ſure that neither their Parents nor Huf. 
« bands could have afforded to equip them in 
&« ſuch a grand Manner.” It is ſurpriſing, dear 
Iſaac, that a Man of the Cardinal's Complexion, 
who might have ſo eaſily judged from his own 
Feelings, how neceſlary it was that the Clergy 
ſhould marry ; it is ſurpriſing, I ſay, that this Pre- 
late, who was one of the molt conſiderable Mem- 
bers in the great Aſſembly of Nazareze Ponti?; 
at Treut, Where the Doctrines of Calvin and La- 
ther were canvaſſed, did not vote, in the ſtrongeſt 
Terms, to check the Diſſoluteneſs of Prieſts, by 
permitting them to have Wives? How could 1 
Prelate, whom the Court of France could fcarce 


ſupply with Concubines enough, imagine that a 


Pariſh-Prielt, reſiding on his Cure in the Country, 
could have ſo much Virtue as not to lie with his 
Maid? | 


We need not doubt but a great many other 


Biſhops, in that Conncil, knew from Experience 
how neceſlary it was to permit the Clergy to 
marry: And yet, through a falſe Delicacy, and 
an unpardonable Stiffnets, they gave Sanction to 
a Cuſtom which ever ſince has occaſioned num— 
berleſs Crimes, and rendered the Popiſh Pricits 
contemptible in the Eyes of the whole World. 
The Partiſans of the new Religion were fur- 
niſhed with a fine Handle for inveighing ag1in!t 


thoſe Canons which forbid the Clergy to marry. 


The Cardinal el Monte, afterwards Pope J#!:z5 111. 
and who preſided as Legate in the Council ot 
Trent, had till more Occaſion for a Wife than 
bis Eminency of Lerrain. For, though he main- 
tained molt (trenuouſly, that Biſhops and Prietts 
ſhould be forbid Marriage under the ſevereſt Pe— 


nalties; yet, not content with diverting bimfe!! 


now and then with a Gicl, he uſurped the Prero- 


gative of the ancient Pagan Deities, and Kept 4 
youne 
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young Ganimede; whom, though infinitely leſs 
beautiful than that of Jzp:ter, he was extremely 


fond of. He carried this Gaz:zmede to the Coun- 


cil with him, being ſcarce able to live without 
him. Once, however, he was forced to bear his 
Abſence; having ſent him a pretty long Journey 
for the Recovery of his Health. Upon the Re- 
turn of this Minion, the Cardinal went to meet 
him attended by the greateſt Part of the Council, 
who were Witneſſes of the amorous I ranſports 
and wanton Embraces of their venerable Preſi— 
dent; and yet all was not ſufhcient to convince 
mem how expedient it was that the Clergy ſhould 
marry. Theſe ſhocking Particulars are related by 
a celebrated Hiſtorian of the Kmiß Commu— 
nion . When Julius, ſays he, was but Arch- 
« biſhop of Siponto, and Governor ot the City of 
« Boulogne, he took into bis Houſe a young Boy, 
« Native of Piacenza, but whole Birth was kept 
« an impenetrable Secret. TI he Matter grew pro- 
« digiouſly fond of the Boy, and carried him to 
Trent, where he had almoſt loſt him by a ſe— 
« vere [lineſs. However, ſending him to Ferona, 
«© by Advice of the Phyſicians, for the Change of 
Air, Ianocent (for ſo was the Favourite called) 
recovered his Health, and returned to Trent ſome 


« time after. I he Day he arrived, the Cardinal 


came out of the City, under Pretcnce of airing, 
accompanied by a great Number of Bithops ; 


and meeting his beloved Youth, he received him 
with Signs of inexpreſſible I enderneſs. This 
oc 


occaſioned much Speculation, to find out whe- 
ther this was an accidental or deſigned Inter- 
K view +. 


Reflect, 


Father Paul, Book III. ad ann. 1550, 


This is one of the Paſſages which makes Bigots exclaim 
ſo tragically againſt the Author of the Fewi/b Leirers, But 1 
| | would 
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Reflect, dear Iſaac, what a prodigious Length 
will a fantaſtical Humour ſometimes carry Men 


Men of a religious CharaQcr, attending upon 
their Chief, while he marches out in State to mect 


an infamous Catamite, make a Scruple of Con— 
ſcience to permit a Set of honeſt People to enjoy 
the Privilege of lawtul Marriage! Could they 
have deſired a more perſuaſive Argument to de— 
monſtrate the Miſchiet ariſing from the Celibacy 
of the Clergy, than the Adventure they were Eyc- 
witnelles of? 

Cardinal del Monte was kept in Countenance 
by another Pope, (Julius II.) who had till a greater 
Itch tor ſuch infamous Amours. In his 1 ime it 
was dangerous for young Nobiemen to travel to 
Rome, leſt they ſhould return from it robb'd of 
their Virtue. If fome Nazareze Hiſtorians ca! 


be believed, this Pope violated, in the vilelt Man- 
ner, the ſacred Laws of Hoſpitality. He read, 


ſay they, i a Piece writ by ſome Divines of Paiis, 


that two young Gentlemen, recommended by Cucen 


Anne, Hife Lewis XII. to the Care of Cara:- 
nal de Nantz, were abuſed by this Monſter *. If 
this Charge be juſt, it had been leſs dangerous tv 
travel to Tartary than to Ke. Among the 2% 
tars they might have loſt their Lite; but in the 

holy City they mult have loſt their Honour. 
Perlons run no ſuch Hazard in London. | ic 
Engithh Biſhops have ſo much Work at home, 
that they have no Leiſure to roam abroad. 10 
miud a Cure, and to content a Wite, ae 
uri g 


would only ask them, has he forged this Story? Is not Fir. 
ther Paul his Voucher? And may not he be allowed to tri. 
ſcribe what all Hiſtorians, both Popiſh and Proteſtant, vt.0 
were not ſold Slaves to the Court of Reme, have tranimittes 
to Poſterity ? | 


* Wolfius Ledlion. Memorali!, Tom. 11, Pag. 21. Du DPlejfis. 
Aiſtere d Iniquit., Pag. 58. 
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ſo much of their Time, that none remains for 
indulging the looter Paſſions. | would not, how- 
ever, ſwear that an Archbiſhop of Canterbury ne- 
ver had a Baſtard; only the Matter, if true, is 
kept ſecret. And as the Clergy here have lo fair 
an Opportunity of getting Children in a lawful 
Way, they are under no I empration to raiſe up 
an illegitimate Seed. This ſeems to have been 
always pretty much their Talte; for, at the Time 
when Celibacy was molt rigidly enjoined the Na- 
zarene Clergy, ſeveral Prelates in Eugland reſuſed 


in the latter Part of the I welfth and Beginning 
of the Thirteenth Centuries, aſſures us, that the 
Biſhops in Wales had Wives at that Time “. 

An Author of ſtill greater Credit tells us the 
ſame Story concerning the Clergy of Bretagze f. 
One Thing I am ſure the Nazarezes cannot doubt 
of, being atteſted by one of their moſt eminent 
Divines, ©:2. that in Ireland eight Biſhops, ſuc- 
ceeding one another, were all married at the Time 
when they exerciſed their pontifical Functions R. 

It was not then till they could not help it, that 
the Engliſh and Trifh Frelates conſented to ſacri— 
tice their Liberty of marrying ; and the firſt Mo- 
ment they had an Opportunity of getting Wives 
of their own, they ceaſed to make any further 
Uſe of thoſe of their Neighbours. When Hen— 
ry VIII. broke with the Court of Rome, and 
ook off a foreign Yoke, he ſet about reforming 
the Abuſes that had prevailed in his Kingdom ; 


and 


* See the Treatiſe de Ilaudabilibus Wallie, inſerted in Anglia 
Sacra, Tom. II. Pag. 450, | RE 


| i Hildebert Biſhop of Mons, quoted by Geraldus Cambren ſis, 
Epiſt. LXV, Pag. 151, Tom. XXI. of the Biblioth. Patrum. 


t form oo extiterunt aute Celſum viri uxorati; & abſqy ordini- 
i ltlerati tamen. Bernardus, in vit. Mal. 
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and no ſooner was he declared Head of the 
Church, than he revived the ancient Cuſtom, and 


allowed Pricſts to marry. Had this Prince al- 


ways acted with equal Judgment, he would haye 
merited the higheſt Encomiums. Nothing ſhews 
greater Wiſdom in a Legiſlature than their abo— 
liſhing all ſuch pernicious Laws as have no other 
Foundation but abſurd Prejudices. Since Mar- 


riage is often recommended in Scripture; ſince 


Man is naturally prone to Vice, and Experience 
proves that Marriage is a good Remedy againſt 
it; how ridiculous is it for the Nazarezes, who 
pretend to believe the ſame Scriptures as we do, 
to eſtabliſh a Cuſtom ſo productive of the greateſt 
Crimes? Their Clergy uſed to marry till the 
Twelſth Century; how then came an Uſage, ſo 
ancient, founded on good Senſe, ever to be it- 
continued? Or, when it had been laid aſide, and 
the Inconvenience of the oppoſite Practice had 


been felt; how came it that Governors did not 


acknowlege their Miſtake, and immediately re- 
vive the wholeſome Cuſtom? This had tended 
more to their Honour than their cruel! burning 
thoſe who durſt plead for Marriage in the Clergy, 
as if they had denied the Exiſtence of a Deity. 
The Folly of the Nazarenes, dear Iſaac, is our 
Glory; let us leave them therefore in their Blind- 
neſs. Adieu. 


London, ***, 
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E 1$saac Onis o AARON MONCECA. 


infinite Pleaſure. I am entirely of thy 
5 Mind, that *tis abſolutely neceffary to 
t permit Prieſts of all Religions to marry. This 
eis the only Expedient can check the Current of 
0 F cnormous Vices introduced into that Order: 
Theſe are the Men, who, attempting to raiſe 
themſelves above their Nature, by endeavouring 
for ſome time to eradicate a natural Paſſion, at 
t WF lait give in to the moſt diſſolute Excelles; and 


t T laſt Letter, dear Monceca, gave me 


carry their Debaucheries ſo much the farther, as 
d WU ticy have no Antidote againſt them. The Example 
8 et the Nazarexe Monks, and the Stories of their 


„ | +candalous Practices, are evident and undeniable 

> Proots of the Abſurdity of enacting Laws repug- 
nant to Reaſon, and directly oppofite to Nature. 
= 1 oreatly applaud the Eugliſh Prelates for ſhaking. 
orf and breaking the heavy and inſupportable Yoke 
t Celibacy, But I am by no means of Opinion, 
= tat Privilege of having lawful Wives was the 
chief Motive, which prompted them to ſeparate 
{3 -trom the Brethren, the Biſhops of Rowe. The 
great Aſcendant which the Roman Pontifts had 
= $imecd over the Exgliſßi Clergy, and the haughty 
Manner in which they exerciled their Authority, 
made the latter weary of their Chains, and con- 
Iequently embrace the firſt favourable Opportunity 
to ſhake them Off. 
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I know not, dear Aaron, whether thou haſt eve; 
conſidered enough the exorbitant Power of th; 
Roman Pontifis tome Ages ago, not only over 
Eccleſiaſticks, but even over Kings and Empe— 
rors. This Power was ſo great, and raiſed to 
ſuch a monſtrous Height, that 'tis no Wonder it 
thould totter, and at lait fink under its own 
Wm: | 

I compare the Authority of the Popes to that 
of the ancient Romans, and can obſerve a perfect 
Reſemblance. The Popes were at firſt no more 
than ſimple Biſhops, equal to the Governors of 
other Nazarene Churches. The Romans, under 
their Kings, were neither richer nor more potent 
than the other States in Italy. During the Time 
of the Commonwealth, they ſubdued by Degrees 
not only the neighbouring Nations, but likcwiſe 
half the Globe. At laſt their Grandeur ſuffered 
an Eclipſe under the Emperors, and began inſen- 
ſibly to decline every Day. 

This was exactly the Caſe of the Roman Pon— 
tiffs. When the Emperors had entirely abandon— 
ed Rome, the Pope, taking Advantage of the Ab- 
ſence of his Sovereign, began to acquire a confi— 
derable Credit in Italy. This, however, encreaſcd 
but ſlowly; for, during a long Courſe of Years, 
the Popes were always elected, or at leaſt thcir 
Election was always confirmed by the Emperors 
of Conſtantinople. But when the Alani, the Uur- 
gundians, the Franks, the Pitts, the Saxons, tie 
Pandals, and the Viſigeths, had over-run Gaz!, 
Great Britain and Spain, the Greek Emperors be— 
gan to give up all the Weſtern Provinces as ut- 
terly loſt, and to confine their Regard to Jecur? 
the Eaſt; and though they ſtil] preferved a con!- 
derable Part of Italy, the frequent Revolutions it 
that Country made no ſmall Addition to te 


Pope's Authority, It was nevertheleſs {till ba— 
| lanced 


2 
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janced by the Power of ſome petty Princes, who, 
under the ſpecious Pretence of Allegiance to the 
Emperor of Conſtuntinaple, enjoyed in elect all 
the Privilege of Sovereigns: 

ae Lombards, having utterly deſtroyed the 
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| poor Remains of the Greczan Empire in {z2y, tac 
Popes were then elected iolely by the People. 
Some time before the Expiration of the Exarcnate 
of Ravenna, Conſtantine III. enjoying only a Sha- 
dow of Authority in me, permitted the Inhabi— 
I ants to choole a Pontiti without waiting tor his 
r Conſent. From this Period we ought to coin- 
t pute the Ara of Papal Grandeur. They under- 
2 itzod very well to take Advantage of the various 
6 E Commotions which broke out in the State, to 
ec © cucreaſe their own Power. Ihe Aoman Popes 
d were noleis fortunate in all their Attempts than 
the Roman Conſuls: They dethrone Kings; they 
bdeſtow Empires; they often chauge the whole 
- 2 Face of Europe; they carry their Arins as far as 
- UB: Atexaader the Great, and demand the fame. Ado 
- ration he did. The greateſt Monarchs proſtrate 
= } themſelves at his Holineſs's Feet. Nay fore of 


d tele proud Prelates were not content with this, 


5 added Contempt to Hauphtinceſs ; and behaved 
i wirn greater Infolence towards the Nag uren 
5 Princes, than the generous Ra-2z45 towards ſuch 
- [& Cagptives as adorned their Friumphs. „ 

e [E One of the Popes infolently ſets his Foot on 
„I the Neck of an Emperor who was ſtooping to 
-bis his Slipper; and kick'd off his Crown, to 
- FF ſew that he had Power to take it from him and 
e # dipole of it as he pleaſed. Another demonſtra— 
i= [7 fed but too plainly, by the Calamities he brought 
n FE vpon one of the Emperors, that a Roman Pontitt 
je Was able to dethrone the molt potent Monarch. 
;- The Pope I mean was Gregory VII. who having 


4 [R$ {ome Debate with Hezry IV. about the electing 
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of Biſhops, excommunicated this Emperor, trip" 
him of his Imperial Dignity, freed his SubjeQs from 
their Oath of Allegiance, and offered his Domi- 
nions to any who could take Poſleflion of them“. 


Were ſuch Anathemas to be publiſhed in this 


Age, they would be laughed at, and ſerve no other 
End, than to ſhew the monſtrous Pride and Ty— 
ranny of the Court of Rome. The Civil Judges 
now a Days would have no Scruple to make 
void ſuch bold Decrees as pretend to attack 
even Sovereignty itſelf. The Vail which covered 
the Eyes of the common People is now in a great 
Meaſure taken off. Molt of the Nag arenes have 
got a larger Share of common Senſe, than to 
mind the Bugbears of Papal Ex communications. 
Theſe indeed were once terrible Things ; fo 
powerful that the unfortunate Aeary fell a Victim 
to them; and the Hatred of the Clergy never 
ceaſed till it had brought him to his Grave. 

No Man can read the Misfortunes of that 
Prince, even in Popiſh Hiſtories, without the 
Þ1zheſt Indignation, to ſce how far Superiticion 
and Clerical Villany have been carried, and how 
amazingly they have degraded the ſacred Majeſty 
of Sovercizns. © The Cenſnres of this Bull, ſays 
% a Romith Author, had ſuch Effects, that a Son, 

« and 


» The ſamous Paron juſtly obſerves, that Hereſy was not 
commonly the Motive that induced the Popes to excommu!!- 
cate Kings; but they often ated from Views of tempos il 
latereft, Religion was only the ſpecious Vail of a boundle's 
Ambicion. Indeed, what is there that may not be made ſub- 
ſervient to the Church, when he who governs her has an vi- 
limited Authoiity to do whatever he pleaſes? Fuolvantur Hor 
rig, & tideaiur que fucrint cauſæ Printipum excommuncatorum s 
& quidem ilivs tumoris quo Reges F erunt examthorait fer depo . 
Non jo/um id fatum propter Hereſin & Schi ſina, erum etiamn ro - 


ter Vaca ionem & Inveſtituram Epi ſcoporum aliarumque Peſona 


Feilefia ticarum, &c. Baconi Orationes in parlamento, Ca- 
meri Stellati, Banco Regio, & Canccllaria, habitæ, Pag. 154.4. 
vol. II. Edit. Lipf. 
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44 and not a Stranger, ſeized upon his Father's 


„% Dominions. A melancholy Spectacle indeed! 
« Hence we may judge of the extravagant Power 
« of the Pope at that Time. This, one would 
« imagine, could not but have ſatisfied Gregory. 
« But Experience ſhewed the contrary ; for that 
« haughty Prieſt cauſed the poor Emperor to be 


« ſtrip'd of his Imperial Robes by the Biſhops of 


« Mentz, Cologn and Wormes, and confined him 
« cloſe Priſoner till he died. The People of Liege 
« were excommunicated by the Pope for preſu— 
« ming to bury him in conſecrated Ground: At- 
« terwards, in order to have the Curſe taken off, 
they dug up his dead Body, and carried it to 
« $pira, Where it was put in a Stone Coffin, and 
„ buried without the Church, as dying under the 
« Sentence of Excommunication *.“ 

If this ſhocking Inſtance was not well vouched 
by Writers of all Communions, ?tis ſcarce poſ- 
ſidle that Poſterity could believe it. Could one 
ever ſuppoſe, that an Emperor, who had reigned 
fifty Years, fought a Number of Battles, trium- 
phed over his moſt formidable Enemies, and ac- 
quired immortal Glory, ſhould at laſt be treated 
10 ignominiouſly by his own Subjects, at the In- 
ſtigation of a Prieſt whoſe implacable Malice 
could not be ſatisfied even with the Death of his 
Sovereign? 

In perufing the Hiſtory of the Rowan Pontiffs, 
it is not their Pride, their Ambition, or, in a 
Word, their complicated Villany, that aſtonithes 
me. As Favour, Faction and Bribery, uſually 
have a preater Share in their Preferment than 
Merit aud Probity ; it is natural to believe there 
muſt be fewer good Popes than bad ones. But I 

F 2 "mak 


* . ; | a 
Pig Paſquier, Recherches de la France, Livr. III. Chap. XIV. 
2. 209. | | 
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am all Amazement when I read of whole Na. 


tions renouncing their Reaſon, and blindly fol- 


lowing Dictates repugnant to common Senſe, 
That a Pope ſhould be ſo ambitions as to dethrone 
a Monarch; that is, that one Man ſhould abuſe 
his Authority to ſcreen his own Crimes, is no ex- 
traordinary Matter. But that whole Nations 


ſhould combine to violate every Duty, to ſacrifice 


Honour, Virtue, Religion, and all for nothing: 
This is what I can never think of without Hor- 
ror, to behold the I rain of unhappy Conſequences 


that attend Superſtition. 


While the Power of the Row Pontiffs was 
higheſt, England was one of theſe Nations which 
felt it molt. Theſe ſpiritual Tyrants kept this 
unhappy Country in a kind of Captivity, and 
drained it of immente gums. The Reſtoration of 
the Sciences by Degrees opened the Eyes of an 
infatuated World. At lalt they diſcovered the 
Follies of their Anceſtors, and felt the Weight 
of that inſupportable Yoke which had been im- 


poſed upon them. They had not the Courage, 


however, at firſt to throw it off; the Dregs of 
Superſtition which ſtill remained, the Power of 
rooted Prejudice, and the want of favourable Op- 
portunities, deterred them from their Purpoſe. 
But all theſe Obſtacles being at laſt removed, the 
whole Face of Affairs in Europe was changed, 
and ſuch as only waited this tavourable Opportu- 
nity did not fail to improve it. A fingle Monk“ 


began the Work. In leſs than twenty Years, lie | 


ilruck Popery ſo dreadful a Blow, as made its 
very Foundations totter, and diſpoſſeſſed it ot 
a great Part of its former Dominions. Sweaes, 
Deumark, Pruſſia, Saxony, and a conſiderable Part 
of Germany, embraced his Doctrine; and broke to 
Pieces. the Idol they had ſo long wortſhippcd. 

| n 


* Ma Nin Luther, an Au/in Friar of Nintemlesg. 


| 
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On the other hand, John Calvin, a learned French 
Divine, leſs enterprizing indeed than Luther, but 
as capable of executing any great Deſign, per- 
fected what the other had only begun. He intro- 
duced a Reformation both of Doctrine and Man- 
ners, not only in Frazce, but even in Switzer— 


land, the Low Countries, Scotland, and ſeveral 


other Places. England, amidit all theſe Revolu- 


tions, was not unactive. Love and Reſentment 


gave the finiſhing Stroke to what the Books of 
Luther and Calvin had only begun. Hexry VIII. 
ſtruck with the Charms of Anne Bullen, and not 
being able to perſuade the Court of Rowe to diſ- 
ſolve his Marriage, came at laſt to an open Breach 
with the Pope; and ſo deſtroyed Popery in Eng- 
land. | 1 

The new Opinions, embraced by ſo many dif- 
ferent Nations, gave Occaſion to many warm 
Diſputes among the Learned; which conduced 
greatly to the Improvement of Literature. Every 
individual ſhewed an Inclination to learn; the 
whole World fell a ſtudying. It was then the 
Genius and Jargon of the Schoolmen began to 
diſappear: The Papiſts were obliged either to op- 
poſe good Senſe to their Adverſaries, or allow 
them the Honour of a Triumph. To do this, 
Divines were under a Neceſſity of abandoning 
their old Way, and of writing intelligibly. This 
effectually opened Mens Eyes; for now every 
one could judge for himſelf, of what before he 
ſaw only with the Eyes of Monks and Prieſts. 
Every Degree of new Light was further diminiſh- 
ing the Pope's Authority. They were juſt upon 
the Point of loſing all Frazce; and it coſt them 
many a Struggle, for a Courſe of Years, to pre- 
ſerve their Intereſt in that Kingdom. And yet 
after all, there is no Nation in the Rowan Cone 
munion where the Papal Power is leſs . . 
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The French juſtly dread the Artifice and Poli— 
ticks of the Court of Rome. In all Ages, even 
when all Europe was trembling under the Yoke, 
the French ſtood by their Kings, and never would 
permit any Incroachment upon their Privileges. 


It is true indeed, ever ſince the Feſuits got Foot- 


ing among them, great Numbers have been daily 
corrupted by this Bane of Mankind. Among 
theſe ſeveral are Eccleſiaſticks; who, forgetting 
that they are Frenchmen, are ready at any Time 
to ſell their Country to the Pope. But the Par- 
liaments, the Miniſters of State, the Nobility, 
and even the People, have not changed their Sen- 
timents: So that, was the Court of Rome to re— 
quire any thing detrimental to the Freuch Mo— 
narch, all their Bulls and Fulminations would 
go for nothing. Theſe Eccleſiaſtical Bugbcars 
were never much regarded in France. Ihe French 
have ſometimes even preſumed to correct the in- 


fallible Chair, and puniſh Crimes committed by 
a Sovereign Pontiff. Lewis XIV. though a ſe- 


vere Enemy to Proteſtantiſm, erected, even i1 the 


_ Midſt of Rome itſelf, a Monument which refle&- 


ed eternal Diſhonour on the Romans. However, 
after it had ſtood for ſeveral Years, through an 
Exceſs of Clemency, his Majeſty permitted it to 


be thrown down. It is indeed no Wonder, that 


the Graud Monarch ſhould have acted with 1o 
much Vigour, at a Time when the Papal Autho- 
rity, with regard to Temporals, was conlidered 
as an abſurd Chimera. But the Conteſt which 
Philip the Fair had with Boniface VIII. when the 
Pope was in his greateſt Glory, and made ſo 
many Sovereigns tremble, ſhews evidently that 
the Roman Pontifts have always had but little Au- 
thority over the French Kings. This Prince, 
quarrelling with the Pope about the Nomination 

| [0 
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to certain Benefices, received the following Let- 
ter from him : 

« Boniface, Biſhop, Servant to the Servants of 
« God, to Philip King of Fraxce. Fear God, and 
« keep his Commandments. We will have thee 
« to know, that in all Things, both ſpiritual and 
temporal, thou art ſubject to us. Thou haſt 
« nothing to do with Collation of Benefices ; 
and it thou haſt preſented to any, we revoke 
« the Donation and declare it void ; and to con- 
„ clude, declare that all who think otherwile are 
Ideots and Madmen.” Grven, Ro.. 

To this civil Letter, King Ph:{:p returned the 
following Anſwer : | 

Philip, by the Grace of God, King of France, to 
onirace, who aſſumes the Name of Sovereign Pon- 
I, wifhing little or u Health. Know, ſupreme 
S:'mpleton, that we acknowledge no Superior with 
regard to Temporals. We collate to Prebends and 
Benefices by virtue of our Royal Power; and will 
take care to ſecure the Revennes to thoſe whom we 
thus preſent: And be it knows to all Mea, that 
none but Ideots and Madmen will pretend to diſpute 
thts Power with us, Given, Fc. 1 


[nd 


It 


* Bnifacins, Epiſcopus, Seri us Sertorum Der, Dhilinpo France- 
rim Neg. Decun'tme, & mandaia e us obſirvo, Stire te valUmns, 
qued m1 ſpiritualibus & temporatibus, mobes ſube's Benefictortum & 
P eendarum ad te Collain nulla ſpears & ft aliquorum vvacan- 
tim Cutodiam habeas, 1 ſum fru lum earum ſucceſſuribus reſerves 
& ſ: qua contulijti Collationem habert irritam decrevimus & qua- 
tents proceſſerit revacamus, aliud credentes faturs reputamus. Da- 


tum Laterani, quarto Nonas Decembris, Pontificatus Noſtii 
Anno lexto, : 


| Philivpns, Dei Gratia, Francorum Rex, Bonifacio ſe gercati 
þro ſurama Pontifice, ſalu'em modicam ſive nullam. Sciat tua 
ma ima fatuitas, in terporalibus no: alic:t non ſubeſſe; aliquarum 
Eceleftarum & Prebendarum, wocaniem Collationem ad nos Fure 
Kenzo pertineres & percipere Fri ctas earam contra omnes poſſeſſores, 
iter nos tucri. Secus autem creden es ſatuos reputamus atq le 
demcutes. Datum, Ce. 


— 


_ 


—— - — - * 
— —— = 
— — 


— — -* —_— 
i ————_— cc — — 
——— 88 © 3 


* 
a —— 
_ — La, 2 
. 29 


— 


3 


— 


viii 


oc 
3 
= fs 


— 


4 


60 
ll 
bl 
j 1 
1 


* 4 
F By : - — 8 8 — 
— — > — — — = 
— — — = - = 
a a . 1 3 8 1 — — — — — 
— —— ———— — 3. 0 os - — — 
— - * 4 — * — —— —5 ” —_ 
q - — * - - *<- Ne by * 
— . 2 . We.” gy — * . IK. 2 2 — 
> — hy —— ant. . — * EY - — —— las we — * 
5 


—— — — — — — 


* 7 — — „ 


* 
— — — 
—_— ” — 
2222 = — — 
K 


226 JEWISH LETTERS. 


It is plain, that a Prince who wrote in thi; 
Stiſe was under no Apprehenſion of meeting 
the Fate of the Emperor Heury IV. 

Farewel, dear Monceca; may Happineſs ever at. 
tend thee. 


Cairo, F**, 
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LETTER CLXXX. 
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Account of the Parliament of Ezglend, it 
ts to this auguſt Aſſembly that the Nation 
owes its Happineſs and Liberties. Bad it not ber; 
for the Parliament, Arbitrary, Power had long ago 
been introduced in this Country; nothing elle 
could have check'd the Will of the Sovcrci:!, 
and kept him from eſtabliſhing a defpotic Authority, 
When I conſider the different Forms of Goveri- 
ment in Europe, none of them appears to me [9 
perfect as that of England. Here it is, that we 
find united all the Qualifications necellary to 
make the People happy, and the Prince great, as 
long as he is juſt. es 
All Legiſlators, who have laid the Foundation 
of a well-regulated Government, and eſtabliſhed 
ſuch Laws as might ſecure the publick Liberty, 
have found it neceſlary to reſtrict and limit the 
Authority of the Sovereign by the Remonltrances, 
and even by the Credit of the Chiefs of the Ne 


tion; 


I Have not as yet, dear Iſaac, given thee any 
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price of Sovercigns. 
jut it would be, to make the Felicity of Millions 
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tion; who, acting the Part of Mediators between 
the Prince and the People, might at once ſecure 
the juſt Frerogatives of the one, and the Liberties 
of tne other. This great End the Parliament of 
England ett ectually anſwers. So long as the King 


makes no Encroachment on the Privileges of 


the Nation, he is abſolute; but the Moment he 
attempts to deſtroy theſe, the Parliament never 
fails to oppoſe his Deſigns. 

One would fancy, at firſt Sight, that a King is 
not ſo abſolute at London as in Paris or Madrid. 


But upon a more attentive Examination, we will 


find, that, while he governs with Jultice, he is as. 
abſolute as the Grand Signior. What, pray, is the 


Oflice of a King? ls it not to execute the Laws, 
to reward the Virtuous, to puniſh the Wicked, 


and, in ſhort, to make both himſelf and his Sub- 
jects happy? No Monarch upon Earth is inveſted 
with more Power to advance theſe Purpoſes than 
a King of Ezgland. 

As the Princes here are abſolute only in pro- 
portion to their Virtue and Jultice, their Authority 
depends on the Bleſſings they ſhower down upon 
their Subjects. Can any thing be imagined more 
wiſe, more equitable than this? The Power of 
the Exglijh Monarchs very much reſembles that 
of the Deity. Indeed, as Kings are God's Vice- 
gerents on Earth, they ought never to be the Au- 
thors of Evil; and theretore as they are Men, to 


ſtrengthen them againſt the Frailty of their Na- 


tare, it was thought proper to inſtitute a Parlia- 
ment, who might, in the moſt reſpectfu! Manner, 
otter their Advice, and put them in mind of any 
Errors they may fall into. 

The wiſeſt Legiſlators have been ſenſible of how 
great Conſequence. it is not to. confecrate the Ca- 
They well knew how un- 
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depend on the Whim of one ſingle Perſon. „A. 
„ mong the Variety of new Eſtabliſhments, /, 
« Plutarch * of Lycurgus, the molt conſider able 
« was that of the Senate; which, as Plato Ob— 
« ſerves, being blended with the too ablolute 
« Power of Kings, and ſharing the Authori: 
&« with them, was the chief Caule of the Mode- 
ration and Stability of the State, which before 
« was always fluctuating, ſometimes inclining to 
« Tyranny, and at other times to Democracy, 
% But the Senate was a Sort of Medium between 
« the two Extremes; a Counterpoiſe to maintain 
« an Equilibrium to balance and fix the State. 
« The Senate conſiſted of Twenty-eight Mem— 
bers, who ſided with the Kings when the Pev- 
ce ple were too aſſuming ; and, on the other hand, 
ce ſtrengthen'd the Intereſt of 'the People, whene 
« yer the King made any Attempts towards an 
& arbitrary Sway.” “ 

Lycurgus was not the only Legiſlator who un— 
deritood the Neceflity of maintaining this Balance 
of Power. It was the Opinion of Sn, that a 
State conld not be happy, except the Magiſtr ates wer? 
as ſubjef to the Laws, as private Perſoas are to the 
Magiſtrates f. According to the Sentiments ot 
this Norah Sage, the Conſtitution of a Goveri- 
ment ſhould be 1o framed, as to keep an Equili- 
brium between the People and the Prince. He 
ſaw well enough that al! Men are too apt to 
ſwerve from their Duty; and therefore, that it is 
abſoluteiy neceſſary there ſhould be a ſuperior 
Force which may oblige them to obſerve theſe 
Laws that conſtitute the mutual Relation between 
the Sovereign and the Subject. In this Manner 
they mutually contribute to the common 92 55 

When 


* Plutarch's Lives, Vol. I. 


Sept um Sapicntiin Apotherm, & c. Pag. 13. 
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When the People are ſure that their Liberties will 


by never be infringed, the Monarch is ture to enjoy 
4 an undiſturbed I ranquiility. But if be torgets 
T6 


the Obligations of his Office, he may thank him- 
ſelf for all the Calamities that may bciall him; 


own reſtleſs and ambitious Mind. 

A wiſe King, t{uppoling there be nothing to 
check his Will, ought never to enlarge his Prero- 
gatire by Violence or Injuſtice. He who deſires 
to enjoy a happy Reign, ſhould endeavour to con- 
quer the Hearts of the People, by the Luſtre of 


Nothing, ſays a Grecian Sage, ts ſo rare a Sig ht, as 
a Tyrant grown. old on a Throne“. And indeed, 


or modern, we ſhall find that molt bad Princes 
have made a fatal and untimely Exit. To lay 
nothing of Nero, Catigula and Domitian; let us 
take a View of later Ages. How unfortunate 


U- | were Henry III. King of France, and Philip II. 


oc 2 King of Hain? The former loſt one half of his 
2 | HUDominions, and was afterwards affaſſinated by a 


Monk; and the latter by his Cruelties, loſt all the 
% Seven United Provinces which now form the Com- 


monwealth of Holland. 

The Laws which limit the Power of Kings arc 
the beſtSecutrity of the Regal Authority. Seldom 
2 Century paſſes without ſome ſhocking Revolu- 
tion in Countries governed by an arbitrary Will. 
hen the greatelt Precautions, and mott refined 
pPoliticks are uſed to ſecure ſuch a Government; 


dad unlook'd for Commotions arile, which ſur- 
priſe the World. Abſolute Power is like a wide 
extended Ocean, which has been long unditturbed 
by Winds: The long Calm ſcems to threaten a 
Vor. IV. © gp violent 


Thale. Ker tim Sapiencitre « 1! 6;heerz, Tag. 23s 


they are uo more than the natural Effects of his 


his Virtues, rather than by the Force of his Arms. 


dear Iſaac, if we ſearch Hiſtory, whether ancient 


when the People ſeem inured to Slavery; ſudden 
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violent Storm. The longer the Tempeſt is a ga- 
thering, the more terrible and impetuous will it 
tall. Seditions, Troubles and Rebellion, break 
out from the Center of a profound Peace, with 
the ſame impetuous Force, as the North Winds 
When Henry II. had con- 
cluded a Peace, and married his Daughter to Phi- 
{ip Il. what Mortal could have dreamed of the 
-”m Calamities which immediately diſtreſled 
rauce, and laſted for above thirty Years? Had 
the Laws ſet Bounds to the Cruelties of Francis Il. 
Charles IX. and Henry III. had an Aſlembly 
of wiſe Men, zealous ot the publick Good, equally 
check'd the high-flown Royaliſts, the hot-headed 
Proteſtants, and furious Leaguers; had all theſe 
contending Parties been reſtrained by a powerful 
and deciſive Authority; theſe Princes would not 
have treated with ſuch barbarous Inhumanity, the 
Bourbons, the Colrgnis, and their Adherents ; nor 
would theſe, on the other hand, been 1o defective 
in their Duty to their Sovereigns. Both the one 
Party and the other would have been conſtrained to 
obey the Laws; and whoever had refuſed to ſub- 
mit, woald have been juſtly puniſhed by the Guar- 
dians of national Liberties. But, unhappily, this 
was ſo far from being the Cale, that there was 
nothing 


X AC deni, velut agmine facto, 
Qua dais porta ruunt & terras turbine perf ant. 
Incubuere mart, titumque à ſedibus imis 
Una eruſque not»ſque rauut, creberque procellis 
Aſricus; & vaſtos velvunt ad littora ſiuctus. 
| Virg. Kneid, Lib. !. 


The raging Winds ruſh through the hollow Wound, 
« And dance aloft in Air, and «kim the Ground; 
Then ſettling in the Sea, the Surges ſweep ; 

« Raiſe liquid Mountains, and diiclole the Prep. 
'* South, Faſt and Weſt, with mixt Confuſion roar, 


And roll the foaming Billows to the Shore: | 
| Dryden's Tranſlatiò. 
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nothing to curb the wild and ſavage Fury of the 
contending Parties. The States General of the 
Kingdom were ſold Slaves to the Duke of Guiſe; 
and Ileury III. being firſt abandoned by thoſe who 
ought to have ſuccoured him, was at laſt afſatſ- 
nated by his Enemies. Had there been a Power 
to interpoſe, as a kind of Mediator between this 
Prince and his Subjects, he would never have been 
reduced to that Extremity. Os 

It may be alledged, that as the States of Bis 
repreſented the Parliament of England, they ought 
to have performed this Office; and this certainly 
they might have done, if they had not fo far for- 
got both their Intereſt and Duty, as to employ 
their Authority to encreaſe the Litturbances in- 
ſtead of quelling them. 

One would imagine, that Heaven permitted the 
general States of France to be at laſt entirely ſup— 
preſſed, as a Puniſhment upon that Nation for the 
it Uſe they made of them. To that Height of 
Corruption were they grown, that, inſtead of ſer— 
ving the Intereſt of their Country, they kindled 
Rebellion and fomented Commotions; inſtead of 
advancing the Glory of the Prince and Welfare 
of the Subject, the Members of the States thought 
of nothing but caballing in order to get Poſts and 
Preferments; to turn out their Oppoſers, and enact 
Laws to their Prejudice. The Brit: Parliament 
on the contrary obſerves, with great Exactneſs, 
the Laws of its Inſtitution. As the general Good 
of the Nation is the bright Mark always aimed 


at, little Regard is paid to the venal Deſigns of 
particular Perſons. This auguſt Body is animated 


by the Spirit with which Lycargzs endeavoured to 
inſpire the Spartans.” Hence the Nation has no- 
thing to apprehend, either from the Policy of the 


Monarch, or from the Reſtleſueſs of the People; 
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and thus-itinevertbecoines the Dupe of the former. 
nor the Sport of the latter. | 

Notwithſtanding ditterent Parties often arite in 
the Brit Parliament. But tho? the Members 
may differ widely: in their Sentiments about ſome 
Things, they ſeldom fail to unite in whatever at- 
fects the Glory and Intereſt of the Publick, [t 
was never known that, any Member of this 
auguſt Body made a Motion, that his Country 
ſhould ſubmit to ſome Foreign Power. How 
violent ſocver the Oppoſition was between the 
i higs and Tories, and how much ſoever the latter 
were in the Freach Intereſt, yet they never were 
10 baſe as to invite Lewis XIV. to come over 
and take Poſleſſion of the Country. But the French 
Leaguers exerted their utmoſt Endeavours to get 
theirs delivered up to the Spaniards, and conle- 


quently to bring the whole Nation in Subjection 


to Phalip ll. AA 

The Exgliſn, dear Iſaac, deſerve the Liberties 
they enjoy; and are ſo much the more wortiy 
of them, as they have ſpared no Pains to preſerve 
them. Their Breaſts are all on Fire with Zeal 
tor Liberty; and private Perſons willingly fſacri- 
fice their particular Intereſts, to the publick and 
common Good of their Country. Are we, aftet 


this, to wonder that a People of ſuch noble and 


generous Sentiments ſhould enjoy a Form of Go- 
vernment more perfect than that of any other 
Nation? Laws are influenced, not only by the 
extended Genius of the Legiſlators who framed 
them, but likewiſe by the Courage and Greatnels 
of Soul in thoſe who are charged with the Exc- 
cution of them. 5 
If a Parliament was eſtabliſhed in Italy, and en- 
joyed the ſame Privileges as that in Great Britain, 


the Members of it would probabty debate, with 


great Keenneſs, concerning what Time of the Yea! 
Proceſſions 
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proceſſions ſhould be made; and at what o'Clock 
Mattins or Veſpers ſhould be ſung. Different 
Parties would doubtleſs ariſe in this Aſſembly; 
but never ſhould we lee an Italian Parliament de- 
liberating and concerting the glorious Deſign of 
making their Country the Arbiter of Europe, or 
of maintaining and enlarging their Commerce. 
Three long Years have the whole Senate of 
Genoa ſpent in enquiring into the Particulars of 
a Murder, and have not yet been able to deter- 
mine that Aﬀair. In vain did they ſet a Price on 
the Baron de Neahboff's Head; that pretended Mo- 
narch is ſtill living, and mocks their impotent 
Rage. What a vaſt Difference, dear {ſaac, be- 
tween theſe Jalians, and thoſe of ancient Rome 
The Romans endeavoured to vanquiſh their Ene- 
mics by Greatneſs of Soul rather than by Force 
of Arms. As to the Genoeſe, they are not ſcru- 
pulous about Means, provided they can but gain 
their End f. They would not ſtick to follow the 
Trade of the Old Man of the Mountain, could it 
ſerve their Purpoſe. 
I confeſs, dear Iſaac, to me it ſeems ſhocking 
to ſet a Price on a Man's Head, who may be at- 
tacked Sword in Hand. If ever this Method be 
tolerable, it is when a rebel Subject ſtirs up a 
whole Kingdom againſt his Sovereign, and reduces 
him to the laſt Extremity. Henry III. for Inſtance, 


Was abſolutely forced to take this Courſe with the 


Cuiſes, who were juſt upon the Point of ſeizing 
his Crown. But to treat, in this Manner, a Man 
who is not bound by any Oath or other Obliga- 
tion, is ſuch infamous Conduct, as the moſt refi- 
ned Politicks can never excuſe. I Would gladly 
U 3 know 


x 9 * » « | 
Virit, imo vero vir it —— non ad deponendam, ſed ad conſir- 


| mandam audaciam, Cicero Orat. prima in Catalinam. 


Dolus, an virius, quis in hoſt requirat, Virg. Eneid, Lib, III. 
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know what Law forbids Baron Neuhoff to be an 
open Enemy to the Gemoeſe, Is he bound by any 
Oath or Contract? Not at all. It is a Foreigner 
who declares War againſt them. If they purſue 
him with Fire and Sword, and make him repent 
his Raſhneſs, nothing can be more reaſonable, 


But for them to hire Aſſaſſins to murder him, is 


ſo very ſcandalous a Way of acting, that none can 
approve it, but ſuch as believe Guilt to be no 
longer Guilt, when contracted from Reaſons of 
State. Such an Opinion degrades the Majeſty of 
Kings, and pictures them a Set of Men, who 
make their private Intereſt the Standard of Good 
and Evil; it ſubverts and baniſhes out of the 
World all Courage, Greatnefs of Soul, and true 
Virtue. Thou haſt imbibed, dear Iſaac, a Morali- 
ty too pure and ſtrict, not to condemn ſuch a 
pernicious and abominable Doctrine; and thou, 
doubtleſs, thinkeſt that a Criminal, whatever be 
his Station, fails in his Duty to Heaven, to his 
Fellow-Creatures, and to himſelf. 

May Heaven be propitious, and make thee happy. 


London, **. 
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LETTER CLXXXI. 


Jacon BRITO TO AARON MON CEA. 


URIOSITY, dear Monceca, induced me 

( to undertake a Journey, which gave me ire- 
quent Occalions to reflect on the Miicry 
of Mankind. I ſet out a ſew Days ago from 
Tripoli, to viſit the Ruins of Cyrene. I hey ate 
inhabited 
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inhabited by ſeveral. Arab:ans, who live chiefly on 
Milk and Barley Meal. Their Manners are as 
pure as their Diet is ſimple and frugal. They de- 
ſpiſe Riches, and cultivate the Laws of Hoſpitality. 
They have no other Employment, but that of 
looking after their Flocks. If they were not ſo 
indolent, we might look upon them as true Phi- 
toſophers ; who, lenſible of the Emptineſs of thoſe 
Treaſures which Men ſo greedily purſue, are able 
to ſet Bounds to their Deſires, and content them- 
ſelves wich ſuch Things as are neceſſary. But 
ſo great is their Indolence, that they never fow 
but the preciſe Quantity which can ſubſiſt them 
ſor a Year; whence it often happens, that, the 
Harveſt not anſwering their Expectation, they are 
brought into Straits, and are obliged to barter ſome 
of their Cattle for Barley to preſerve their Lives. 

Theſe Arabians profeſs the Mahometan Religion ; 
tho” at the ſame Time they have ſeveral Uſages 
that very much reſemble ours; and indeed it is 
very probable that many of their religious Cere- 
monies are borrowed from the Fews, On Friaays 
they light up in their Tents juſt ſuch Lamps as 
we burn in our Houſes on the Sabbath. They 
never eat any Meat but what is kill'd and dreſſed 
by ſome of their own Religion; a Thing which 
the Turks of the Levant, and the Africans never 
ſcruple to do. Nay, ſome of the laſt do not re- 
fuſe ſuch Meats and Drink as are expreſly forbid 


by the Law. This Precept they look upon as an 


Advice, and not as a Command. I am of Opini- 
on, that thoſe Bedoius * borrowed their Cuſtoms 
from the ancient Fews, who were ſcattered in 
Egypt, and along the African Coaſts, after the De- 
ſtruction of Jeruſalem, and ſacking of the City 
Bitter, The Ruin of this laſt mentioned City 
was 


* A kind of Arabs, 
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was more fatal to our unhappy Nation, than eyen 
that of the Capital of 7zdea. 


Some Leagues Diſtance from e is a Fo- 
c 


reſt inhabited by a Medley of ditterent Nations, 
who profeſs no Religion; but, like brute Beaſts, 


are led only by the blind Impulſes of their Poſi— 


tions. I was aſſured, that they are governed ſole- 
ly by Inſtinct; and that among them Sons enfoy 
their Mothers, Fathers their Daughters, and Bro- 
thers their Siſters. They know no ſuch Diſtinction 
as King, Magiſtrate or Superior. The ſtrongeſt 
Man is the molt reſpected. They go almoit naked, 
having nothing to ſecure them from the lncle- 
mency of the Weather but the Skins of Goats. 
Of theſe they make themſelves a ſort of Cloaks 
drying them only a little in the Sun. 

When we conſider, with due Attention, the 
Manner of living among theſe Barbarians, what 


0 


can we ſay of thoſe Philoſophers who ſtand up 
ſo boldly for ianate Ideas? I would only ask them, 


what becomes of all their nice metaphiſical Ar- 
guments, when they are plainly contradicted by 
Experience ? _ 

It is really ſurpriſing that a Man ſhould pretend 
to argue againſt Matter of Fact, upon no other 
Foundation than this, becauſe this Fact cannot be 
reconciled to the Hypotheſis his Fancy had formed 
to himſelf. Ought not every wiſe Man frankly 
to own the Abſurdity of reaſoning againſt the un- 
deniable Evidence of Experience? But ſome very 


great Geniuſes a& quite the reverſe. There is 


not a Follower of Deſcartes or Mallebranche but 
is firmly perſuaded, or at leaſt profeſs he is, that 


the Soul has innate Ideas, enabling it to diitinguilh 


between Good and Evil, Virtue and Vice. When 
this conceited Philoſopher is told, that what is con- 


demin'd for Vice in one Country, is applauded as 


virtuous in another; he imagines it a ſufficient 
Reply, 
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Reply, when he denies this plain Fact; or elſe he 
has Recourſe to a trifling Subterfuge, alledging, 
that Men, by ill Education and Prejudice, extin— 
guiſh theſe innate Ideas, and hinder the good Ef- 
ſects of them. 

Without attempting to demonſtrate the Inſigni- 
ficancy of thoſe Ideas, I maintain, that it is abſo- 
jutely impoſſible there ſhould be any innate Know- 
ledge in the human Mind, which may enable it to 
diſtinguiſh between Good and Evil, Virtue and 
Vice. Qur Creator has endowed Mankind with the 
Faculty of Reaſon, by the Aid of which they may 
eaſily raiſe themſelves to ſuch a Degree of Perfec- 
tion as their preſent State will admit of. The 
Light of Nature is ſufficient to point out the Pro- 
fitable and the Honeſt; and whenever they miſtake 
in this Diſtinction, it is for want of Reflection, 
or becauſe they are bribed by Prejudice. 

If there was a fixed Rule, innate in the Soul, 
of diltinguiſhing between Good and Evil, it would 
be impoſſible that whole Nations ſhould violate 
it without the leaſt Remorſe or Dread. It would 
be (till more aſtoniſhing, ſhould the Underſtand- 
ing never have any Conſciouſneſs of theſe Ideas 
engraven upon it. Is it not abſurd to fay, that the 
Mind hath a perfect Knowledge of a Thing on 
which it never once reflected? 

No Man can deny without rejecting firſt Prin— 
ciples, that many Laws, which are obſerved as 
ſacred in ſome Countries, are conſidered in others 
as vicious, nay, ſometimes as horrid and abomi- 
nable. Now, if the Soul be created with innate 
Ideas, I would ask, which,of thoſe contradictory 
ones we ought to conſider as ſuch ? whether thoſe 
which inſpire the Carribees, who roaſt and eat a 
Man as they do a Chicken? or thoſe of the Ha- 
niſh and Portagueſe Inquilitors, who burn Fews 
in honour of the Deity? or thoſe of the Eugliſh 

and 
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and Datch, who permit every Man to follow the 
Dictates of his Conſcience, and only puniſh ſuch 
Crimes as diſturb civil Society? I know, that a 
Carteſian would readily anſwer, that there neecs 
nothing more than common Scnle to perceive 
how monſtrous and inhuman the $panih and Car- 
ribee Cuſtoms are. But pray, would I reply, of 
what Ule are innate Ideas, ſince we mult have 
Recourſe to common Senſe to judge of their Rea- 


lity and Goodneſs? The Light of Nature then 


leems ſufficient to illuminate the human Mind. 
If it be further urged, that the Light of Nature 
acts in conſequence of theſe innate Ideas: This 
Argument may be eaſily confuted, fince ſome of 
the politeſt, and moſt civilized Nations, have ecu— 
tertained the moſt abſurd and even ſhocking Ideas, 
with regard to ſeveral Fundamentals in Morality, 
« If any Ideas, ſay: an iliuſtrious Author *, can be 
e thought to be naturally imprinted on the Mind; 
« none I think can have a fairer Pretence than tie 
« following, Parents, preſerve and love yorr Ci: 
« dren. When therefore you ſay that this is an 
& innate Rule, what do you mean? Either that it 
e is an innate Principle, which upon all Occai- 
« ons excites and directs the Actions of all Men; 
« or elſe that it is a Truth which all Men hav: 
« jmprinted on their Minds, and which therefore 
„ they all know and aſſent to. But in neither ot 
« thele Senſes is it innate. Firſt, that it is not a 
% Principle which influences all Mens Actions, 1s 
% what I have proved by the Examples before ci 
« ted. Nor need we travel ſo far as Mexgre!: 
« or Peru, to find Inſtances of ſuch as neglct, 
« abuſe, nay, and deſtroy their Children. We 
« need not charge it only on the Brutality of ſome 
% ſavage Nations, when every Body knows, that 
« jt was an allowed and familiar Practice among 
| the 

* Locke's Eſſay on Human Underſtanding, Vol. I. Chap. III. 
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« the Geeeks and Romans, to expoſe, without Pity 
« or Remorſe, their innocent Infants. Second- 
« 1y, that it is an innate Truth, known to all 
« Mea, is alſo falſe. But theſe Ideas (which 
« malt be all innate, if any thing of Duty be lo) 
« are ſo tar from being impretled on all Mankind, 
« that it is not every ſtudious and thinking Man, 
e much leſs every one that comes into the World, 
in which they are to be found clear and di- 
« ſtinct.”? | 
T ne Sticklers for innate Ideas never refle&, that 
thele I'rinciples, which they conlider as univer- 
ſal and molt evident, are not only rejected by 
whole Nations abroad, but likewiſe by learned 
Men at home, who live in the lame Sociciy- with 
theritelves. All the Exropeans look upon it as 
odious and infamous to pertorm the Act of Co- 
pulation in Fublick. But a Philoſopher, a Friend 
of nine, rejected this Idea as talſe and ridiculous : 
Will any then aflert, that it was innate in his 
Soul? Men, ſays he, make Choice of the moſt 
ſolitary Places 1 multiply their Kind; they wait 


Vr Night to propazate their Species, and at the 


ſame Time they look out for the moſt ſerene Days, 
and open Plains, to deſtroy them. A Hnusband dares 
nut approach his ts ife before his Friends; and yet a 
Soldier kills a worthy Man, who never gave him 
the leaſt Offence, in Jight of an Hundred thouſand 

itneſſes, who all applaud the Murder, ana beſtow 
the moſt honourable Names upon it. | 

How ttrange ſoever this Opinion of my Friend 
may feem, v:2. I hat it is not at all indecent to 


enjoy a Woman in Publick; neveitheleſs there 


have been whole Nations who had the molt ex- 
alted Ideas of true Glory, and the higheſt Regard 


for Virtue, and yet blindly followed the Impulſe 


of Nature, and acted without any Reſerve in con- 


* jugal Matters. The Naſamones, a great and 


: _ « populous 
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% populous Nation in Lybia, ſays Herodotns + 
* have commonly ſeveral Wives, and enjoy then 
“% publickly, almoſt in the ſame Manner as the 
„ Maſſagetes, having firſt ſtuck a Staff in the 
„ Ground before them. It is a Cuſtom amone 
them, for the Bride, on the Wedding-night, te 
© go about and ly with all the Men invited to the 
© Ceremony; each of whom, when the Buiineſ; 
is over, make her a Preſent of ſomething whic!; 
they bring along with them for that Purpoſe, 


& They uſed to ſwear by ſuch Men, who bare 


„ died among them with the greateſt Reputation 
„ for Honour and Virtue, laying their Hand on 
„ their Sepulchres.” | 

An unprejudiced Reflection on this ſingle Paſ: 
ſage will evidently prove the Falſity of innate 
Ideas. We here tee whole Nations revere Virtue 
to ſo great a Degree, as to deity thoſe who prac- 
tiſed it molt {ſtrictly : And nevertheleſs, in ſpite of 
theſe refined Nations, how abſurd are ſome of thcir 
Cuſtoms in reſpect of their Marriages? What 


will then become of thele innate Ideas, by which 


Mankind are enabled to diltinguiſh between Good 
and Evil? It will be vain to urge Cicero's Autio- 
rity, to prove that Honeſty and Virtue are natura! 
ly known to Mankind f. This Roman Philoſopher's 
Opinion may be thus explained, v2. that they are 
enabled to diſtinguiſh Good from Evil by Reticc- 
tion, but not from any innate Principle. 

If it be further objected, that the Naſamones, tho 


Other 


* Herodotus, Lib. Iv. 


Aqui nos Legem bonam a mal-, nulla alia ni ſi Natur Norma, 
dir idere poſſumus. Nec ſolum ins & in uria a Natura di dio, 
fed on.nino omnina 1 on:ſta & Turpia. Nam & communis lrreli 
gentia nobis Notas Res efcit, eaſque in animis noſt ris inchgdi 11 
Honeſta in Virtute ponantur, in Vitiis (uric, 


Cicero de Legibus, Lib. I. Fo. 5:' 
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seas; they are deeply engraven, and actually in 


ot the moſt barbarous Cuſtoms. 
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other Men, continued notwithſtanding in Blindneſs; 
and.conſequently, that the Reflection, which [ ſup- 
poſe to be the Rule of cittinguiſhing Good fron 
Evil, is every Way as uſeleſs as innate Ideas. 10 
this 1 anſwer, that the Soul may perhaps not per- 
ceive certain Things, of which, for want of vling 
Reflection, it never had any Knowledge; but it is 
abſolutely impoſſible to have a perfect and innate 
Idea, and yet never be conſcious of it. When u 
Nation, blinded by Prejudice, neglects to make 
Uſe of their Reaſon in tome Inſtances, it is natu- 
ral, that their Minds ſhould not reflect on a Thing 
of which they have as yet no Notion, and 
which they cannot comprehend but by inſenſible 
Degrees. But the Knowledge which we ſhould 
acquire by innate Ideas is of quite a different 
Kind: It muſt act with Force ſince it is engraved 
on the Mind in indelible Characters; and even 
the ſtrongeſt Prejudices cannot eclipſe it totally. 
I muſt neceſſarily throw out now and then fome 
Sparks to illuminate the Mind amidit the Gloom 
Now, nothing 
is more evident, than that the Soul never perceives 
any of theſe Beams of Light. Ihe Naſamonee 
were as firmly perſuaded, that it was a wiſe and 
pious Action to cauſe the Bride to lie with all the 
Men who came to her Wedding, as a SHauiard is 
convinced, that it is a laudable Thing to burn a 
Man who refuſes to kiſs the Pope's Slipper. 
Where are innate Ideas of Virtue in theſe In- 
ſtances? Why do they not appear? If there be 
any ſuch, of what Uſe are they? It will fcarccly 
be asked, I imagine, why Reflection doth not act 
in its Turn? To this Queſtion 'tis enough to re- 
ply, that Reflection doth not act, becauſe it doth 
05 yet exiſt, having never been actually exerciſed. 


zut this cannot be the Caſe with regard to innate 
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the Mind; and yet do not ſhew themſelves the 
Moment they ſhould appear with the utmoſt 
Luſtre. | 

I can never comprehend, dear Monceca, how it 
was pofiible for ſuch a chimerical Doctrine to 
meet with ſo many Partiſans ; and I am {till more 
ſurpriſed, that among theſe we ſhould find ſome 
Philoſophers of the firſt Rank. I am of Opinion, 
that the Singularity of this Opinion was the Cauſe 
why ſo many great Names appear to defend it. 
It muſt be owned, that there is a certain Luſtre in 
the Sentiment that ſtrikes at firſt Sight ; but the 
Moment we examine it more narrowly, we are 
obliged to own, that all thoſe pretended innate 
Ideas are metaphyſical Dreams; and that God ne- 
ver indulged Mankind any other Method of di- 
{tinguiſhing Good from Evil, but the Faculty of 


_ Reaſon and Reflection. It would be idle to inſiſt, 


that natural Light is as uſeleſs to the World as 
innate Ideas, ſince whole Nations notwithſtanding 
ſeem to enjoy no more than bare Inſtinct. It 1s 
the ſame with Reaſon as with Free-will: Men 
may uſe it if they pleaſe, but are not under a fatal 
Neceſſity of employing it. Hence ariſe all the 
different Degrees of Wiſdom, Knowledge and 

Virtue, which appear in the World. 
What Difficulty ſoever we may find in recon- 
ciling the Condition of certain Nations with the 
Ideas which we form of the Supreme Wiſdom, we 
ought to ſubmit, and conclude, that this is one of 
thoſe Secrets which we are not allowed to pry 
into. If the Carribees are ſo blind as to fecd upon 
the Priſoners they take in War; if the Iflandets 
of Zocotora kill their Fathers when they are dan- 
gerouſly ſick, or grown old, we may ſuppoſe that 
it was in their Power, by a due Ule of Reaſon 
and Reflection, to have known the Iniquity 0! 
ſuch Practices. We fhall have no Cauſe, 7 a 
amous 
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famous Author *, to complain of our Kaowledze, 
if we apply our Minds to what may be of Service 10 
15; becauſe in this Caſe it will be ſufficient to guide 
us. 

Thoſe who plunge themſelves into the greateſt 
Diſorders have themſelves only to blame for it. 
We can ſcarce doubt but there are certain Prac- 
tices lo glaringly vicious, that even the molt bar— 
barous Nations may perceive them. I firmly be- 
lieve, that all Men, as ſoon as they have attained 
the Age of Reaſon, are ſenfible of the Injuſtice 
of doing to another what they would not have done 
zo themſelves; and yet ſuch is the Influence of 
Paſſion and Prejudice, that they do not attend to 
their firſt Reflections, in acting agreeably to the 
eltabliſied Laws of Society. I he Nazzrenes con- 
ſider Murder as a Crime; and yet do they not 
daily butcher one another, as if they were fo many 
wild Bealts? To what monſtrous Lengths have 
they carried the Cuſtom of Ducliing! A Quarrel 
between two Men has often occationed the Death 
of twenty others, who never had the leaſt Dit- 
terence with one another. The like blind Preju- 
dice prompts Savages to feed upon their Enemies. 
Jam verily of Opinion, that it is lets cruel to 
lerve up the divided Limbs of a human Body at a 
Feaſt, than to kill a living Man; notwithſtanding 
molt Nations have beſtowed upon this laſt the 
miſtaken Names of Courage and Intrepidity. The 
molt polite and civilized Nations have fallen into 
this groſs Blunder ; but will any therefore alledge 
they have not the Faculty of Reflection? 

: Adieu, dear Monceca; mayeſt thou be ever 
app) - 


Tripoli, *** 
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AARON MON CECA fo IS AAC Onis, 


of Death to be ſeen in Exgland. The Go— 

vernment zultly dreads their dangerous Po- 
pularity, and deep Politicks; and therefore have 
jeft no Method untried to ſecure themſelves from 
their artful Plots *. | 

be Dread and Hatred in which they hold thc 
Sons of Loyola reflects as much Honour on them, 
as that which the Nazarexes bore to Hahomet did 
en that Conqueror. Y7he Rejoricings made at his 
{Death were like ſo many Panegyricks 10 his Memory, 
he extraordinary Precaution uſed by the Ez21:/þ 
to expel the Jeſuits their. Country, is a ſtanding 
Encomium of the vaſt Genius and good Addrels 
of that Orcer. 

It is rcally ſurpriſing to reflect on the aſtonih- 
ing Progreſs they have made in a very ſhort 
Time. We can ſcarce conceive how they have 

become 


TFT HE Jeſuits, dear Iſaac, are forbid on Pain 


— Aut ulia tub atis 
Dona carere dilts donanm ? Sic notus Ulyſſes, 


Quidquid eſt, timo donnos, & doua ferent es, 
Virg. Tneid, Lib. II. 


Think you the Grecians from your Coaſts are gone, 
And are Uiy//ts? Arts no better known ? 


— 


— I_ 


T ruſt not their Preſents, nor admit their Horſe. 
Dy dex. 
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become ſo conſiderable, in the Space of ſixty 
Years only, as to embroil a great Part of Europe. 
Indeed it is ſcarce credible, that an ignorant Block- 
head, a rank Enthufiaſt, aſſiſted only by tour or 
five ſuch Creatures as himlelf, ſhould: lay the 
Foundation of the moſt powerful Society eſtabliſh- 
ed in any Age. Whatever extravagant Elogiums 
the Jeſuits have beſtowed upon their Founder; 
whatever Efforts they have made to get him ranked 
among the firſt Rate Genuiſes, the World is not 
impoſed upon by their fabulous Legends; nor 'is 
the general Surpriſe leflened by their romantic 
Exaggerations. It is lo evident that their Legi- 
flator was a Man of contemptible Parts, that, at 
the Time when the Papal Court ſhewed the 
ſtrongeſt Inclination to have him cannonized, he 
was generally reputed a frantick Viſionary, and 


publickly inveighed againſt in full Senate at Paris. 


The Parliament was not diſpleaſed to hear the 
Advocate, who then ſpoke in the Name of all 
the French Divines, give this venerable Father of 
the Jeſuits the very worſt of Characters. [gna- 
« t:25, ſays Paſquier, in his Plea for the Univerſity 
« of Faris agatuſt the Jeſuits *, was a Spaniard, 
„who lived in the laſt Age, and had devoted 
« himſelf to the Military Employment. He 
chanced to be wounded in the City of Pampe— 
ena while we were beſieging it. Whilſt he 
was under the Surgeon's Hands in that Place, 
he amuſed himſelf with reading the Lives of 
the Fathers; for this was the higheſt Subject 
„his Capacity could reach.” SEE | 
This, dear Iſaac, is an authentick Certificate of 
l[zaatins's Ignorance; which even a Jeſuit dare 
not deny. They only pretend, that, after having 
retired from the World, he applied himſelf to 
= TE 1 Study, 


* Paſquier, Recherches ae la France, Livr. III. Chap. XLIII. 
Pag. 319. | | 
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Study, and made ſuch conſiderable, Progreſs in 
1t, that he ſoon became as eminent for his Learn- 
ing as his Piety. Though this be granted, it will 
notwithſtanding follow, that their Founder waz 
vaſtly ignorant; as was plainly made appear by 
the Univerſity of Paris, in Preſence of the chic 
Magiſtates of the Kingdom. Ignatius, ſa; 
« Paſquier i the above cited Place, joining him- 
« ſelf to ſome People, they travelled together to 
«K Rome and FJeruſalem; and at laſt they retired for 
« ſome Time to Venice, a City acknowledged by 
« ſome Italian Authors to be as much the Sink 
« of Vice and Corruption, as 'tis expoſed to the 
« Blaſts and Waves of a troubled Ocean. Here 
« they put on a Mask of Hypocriſy, pretending to 
„great Sanctity and Auſterity of Life. At lalt, 
« finding that People began to be caught by theſe 
« Baits of Superſtition, — they aſſumed the Bold- 
« neſs to go back to Rome, and there laid the 
« Foundation of their New Order ; and not- 
« withſtanding the greater Part of them were 
« ignorant, not only of Divinity, but likewile 
« of the firſt Elements of Grammar, they yet 
« began to promiſe aloud two Things; the one 
©« to preach the Goſpel for the Converſion of In- 
« fidels; and the other to inſtruc al! Perſons in 
« good Learning gratis.“ 

Had it been true, that Ignatius was the pious 
Man his Followers give out, I cannot conceive, 
that the Parliament would have permitted him to 
be branded with the odious Names of Superſtitious 
and Hypocritical ; or that the Body of the Univerlity 
would have ſupported and maintained the Charye 
of their Advocate. Can it be thought, that an 


 Atſembly of wiſe Judges would have ſuffered 4 


Man to be accuſed of the blackeſt Crimes with: 
out the leaſt Proof. Indeed, there is no Medium 


in this Caſe; either Ignatius was ſuch a Man 0 
| the 
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the Jeſuits declare him to have been, or he was a 
Hypocrite and pretended Zealot. If he was the 
former, a venerable Atlembly would never have 
permitted his Memory to be aſperſed by a ſcan- 
dalous Libel ; but, on the contrary, if he merited 
the Invectives thrown upon him by Paſqazer, the 
Parliament ought to have been ſilent. Now this 
Silence is a T hing indiſputable, and mult be con- 
ſtructed an Approbation of the Charge; and con- 
ſequently Ignatins was a Hypocrite. 
Reaſon confirms this Opinion; and it is ſtill 
further corroborated by the Rules and Inſtitutions 
of the Jeſuits themlelves. Upon the Suppolition, 
that the Founder of that Society was a Man of 
ſuch remarkable Simplicity, good Nature and 
Piety, and ſuch a Contemner of worldly Pomp; 
it will be hard to conceive how it was poſſible 
tor his Diſciples, according to his Rules, to be- 
come 1o ſoon great and formidable. But it it be 
once granted, that he was a deſigning Knave, an 
artful Hypocrite, we no longer wonder at the 
ſudden and exorbitant Power of the Jeſuits: For 
notwithſtanding aatius was very ignorant of the 
Sciences, he might have excelled in Politicks ; 
and this alone will account for the boundleſs 
Power to which the Society roſe preſently aſter 
its Foundation. 1 know not, dear I/, whe- 
ther I am miſtaken ; bat I imagine a valt Affinity 
between Mahomet and Ignatius Loyola: Both had 
great Faults ; both equally affected with enthuſiaſtic 
Inſpirations; and both endeavoured with the moſt 
ſurpriſing Boldneſs and Addreſs to make them 
paſs upon the World : Both were notoriouſly ig- 
norant, and equally ſupplied, by an artfu! Hypo- 
Crily, their want of Learning: Both were Per- 
ſons of a mean Extraction ; and both eſtabliſhed 
Empires upon the Ruins of a Number of Princes, 
who tell fo many Victims to their Ae 
| We 
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We cannot therefore, with any Colour of Jy. 
ſtice, refuſe the two Legiſlators in queſtion the 
Applauſe due to their Merit. Spite of all the tra- 
gical Exclamations of the Nazarezes againit Ma. 
homet ; 1pite of all the virulent Libels of the Jan. 
ſeniſts againſt Ignatius, every impartial Perſon 
muſt allow that they were both illuſtrious Knave, 
who made a very artful Ule of Hypocriſy and 
Enthuſiaſm to promote their ſelfiſh Views; and 
the more they are reproached for Ignorance, the 
more is due to their Glory. Nothing but the 
molt refined Politicks could ever make vp (6 
great an Imperfection. 3 

When once we perceive the Reſemblance be— 
tween the Head of the Jeſuits and the F ounder of 
Mabßometiſm, we will ceaſe to wonder at the ra- 
pid Progreſs of that Society. The Tarks will ac- 
count for the ſeeming Wonder. In peruſing their 
Hiſtory, we may learn in what Manner a Rcli- 
gion, founded on Superſtition and Enthutfjaſm, 
but artfully ſupported by. Artifice and Folicr, 
may riſe to a prodigious Height in a very {hott 
Time. 

If we enquire with any Exactneſs into the Con- 
duct of the Jeſuits, we ſhall find that it bears a 
great Affinity to that of the Muſſulmen. | ey 
make Ule of the fame Means to propagate their 
Scct; and, like them, endeavour to ſeduce the 
World by flattering their Paſſions, or alarming 
their Fears. If the attractive Allurements of 4 
Plurality of Wives, and the unanſwerable Arzu- 
ments of the Ottoman Arms, converted Aſia to the 
Mahometan Faith; the looſe Morality ot the Je- 
ſuits, and the dreadtul Perſecutions raiſed again 
all who durſt oppoſe their Doctrines, ſoon brougit 
over to their Party vaſt Numbers, who rctuled 
at f. rſt to ſubmit to /gxatias's Inſtitutions, 
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It is no hard Task to carry off the Bulk of 
Mankind, when they are attacked on the weak Side. 
No Man at this Day wonders that the looſe and 
effeminate Doctrines of Mahomet ſhould have 
gained ſo many Proſelytes. Why then ſhould any 
be ſurpriſed, that the like Doctrines of [znatizy, 
when preached and ſupported in the ſame Man- 
ner, ſhould meet with the like Succeſs? In ad- 
mitting the Parallel between the Tarkiſh and Je- 


ſuitic Politicks, 'tis eaſy to unravel the Myſtery, 


which would be abſolutely impenetrable, upon the 
Suppolition of Ignatius's Picty. It he had been 
as humble as his Followers would have us be- 
lievez as he was ſo groſly ignorant, he would 
have founded, at beſt, an Order like that of the 
Capuchins. Francis dAfiſe was a mere Enthu- 


ſiaſt; and accordingly all his Followers were as 


lilly and wrong-headed as himſelf. 

As the Authority which the Socicty has ac- 
quired over ſo great a Part of Mankind is found- 
ed on the above-mentioned Motives ; when a Per- 
ſon has at lalt diſcovered thele, he is inſtantly de— 
livered from that Aſtoniſnment which the rapid 
Progreſs of this Sect creates in thoſe Minds who 
do not go to the Bottom of Things. In the mean 
Time I muſt frankly own, that I could never 
comprehend how the Jeſuits could ever lay Claim 
to the Protection of crowned Heads, as they 
have always been, and ſtill are, their worſt Ene- 
mies. If it ſhould be alledged, that Flattery and 
Addreſs, Artifice and Cunning, Diflimulation 


and Policy, have always paved the Way to the 


Favour of Princes; 1 reply, that all theſe Arts, 
according to the Reaſon of Things, ought not to 
lecure them againſt the juſt Reſentment of Princes, 
on account of thoſe abominable Maxims of the 
Society which ſap the Power of Sovercigns, and 
make them all Slaves to the Pope. One Charles 


Scribant, 
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Scribani, Rector of the Jeſuits Convents at Az. 
werp, publickly maintains in his Amphiatheatru; 
Honors *, that the Pope has Power to deprive 
Princes of their Dominions at Pleaſure. This j; 


the favourite Doctrine of the Society, though di- 


metrically oppoſite to the Welfare both of King 
and People. It is however leis pernicious than 
another Opinion, advanced by a Number of their 
Divines, which permits Subjects to rebel avain} 
their Sovereigns, and to violate their Allegiance, 
whenever they ſhall faucy a juſt Reaſon of Com— 
plaint againſt their Government f. | 

Is it not amazing, that a Set of Men, why 
maintain Opinions ſo deſtructive to Frinces, ſhould 
notwithſtancing be ſo highly careſſed by them; 
be their Prime Miniſters, their Privy Counſellors, 
their Favourites and Confidents? Theſe are Things 
we could never have believed, had not Experience 
demonſtrated the Certainty of them. It will be 
to no Purpoſe to ſay, that the Books in which 
theſe dangerous Opinions are found are the Works 
of private Perſons, and therefore ought not to be 
charged upon the whole Body : On the contrary, 


they ſhould be conſidered as the common Scntii- 


ments of the Order; in regard there is not a Book 
publiſhed by a Jeſuir, but it firſt undergoes an Ex- 
amination by a Number of Divines appointed by 
the General of the Order, who in his Name, and 
in Name of the whole Society, adopt and patro- 
nize every Article contained in the Book. The 
World never yet ſaw a Book, how monſtrous 
ſoever, that came from the Pen of a Jeſuit, but 
was recommended by an authentick Certificate, 
granted in Name of their Superiors. Even ths 
execrable 
* In which he diſguiſes himſelf under the fictitious Name 
of clarus Bonarſcins, the Anagram of his Latin Name ( 
Scribanins. | | 


ft Emmanuelis ſa ſumma, de ſumma Pontif, Cap. L VIII. 
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execrable Treatiſe of Mariana has this Advantage; 
it appears with the following Atteſtation in the 
Front: I STEPHEN HOJEDA, Viſitor of the 
Feſuits in the Province of Toledo, by ſpecial Au- 
thority from CLAUDIUS AQUAVIVA, our 
Father General, permit the Publication of three 
Buoks compoſed by JOHN MARIANA, a Father 
of the ſame Society, and intitled, Of the King and 
his Inſtitution ; his Mor having been already ap- 


3 proved by a Number of learned Divines of our So- 
 ciety. In Teſtimony whereof 1 have written theſe 
Leiters, and affixed my Name and Seal. From our 
College in Madrid, the Fifth of December, 1598. 
Signed STEPHEN HOJEDA, Viſitor “. 


As Mariana's Morality is the ſame with that of 
the General of the Jeſuits, and of his Examiners, 


is it not ſurprifing, that the Society ſhould have 
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acquired ſuch Intereſt at the Courts of ſo many 
Princes? One might naturally imagine, that this 
Conduct of Princes proceeds from Fear, rather 
than Inclination; and that they careſs Enemies 
whom they would gladly extirpate. But have we 
not ſeen ſome Monarchs diſcovering the ſtrongeſt 
Paſſion tor them, and treating them as the chief 
Pillars of their Throne, and the beſt Support of 
their Government? Notwithſtanding all the Li- 
dels publiſhed againſt the Jeſuits, and Crimes laid 


do their Charge; yet their greateſt Enemies, if they 


will ſpeak the Truth, cannot but own that they 
muſt be Men of a ſuperior Reach and Capacity, 


to command Succeſs in executing the moſt impro- 


bable 


* Stephanus Hojeda, Viator Societatis Feſu in Provincia To- 


(elend poteſtate ſpeciali factd a noſtro Patre Gencrali Claudio Aqua- 


eu, de facultatem ut impriman'ur Libri tres quos de Rege & 


EKegis Inſtitutione cor2psſuit D. Joannes Mariana ejaſdem Hocie- 


li, quippe approbatos prius à viris doths & ęgravilus ex eodem 


5 noſtro ordine. In cujus rei fidem has Literas dedi Mes nomine ſub- 


. lten, & mia officit firillo munitas, Madriti in Colegio noſtro, 
x Eto una, Decembris, M. D. X CVIII. 
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bable Schemes. Theſe are refined Politicks in- 
deed, which make a Man beloved even by thoſe 
whom he daily injures, and lo artfully hide the 


mortal [I hruſts made at them, as they are never 


perceived. If we examine the greateſt Matter- 
pieces of the ableſt Machiaveliſts, and run over 
the Hiitories of the moit delicate Negotiations ; 
nothing will appear ſo hard to reconcile, as the 
Vows made by the Jeſuits to obey implicitely al! 
the Commands of the Rowan Pontiff, whom they 
declare to have the Power of dethroning Mo- 


narchs; and the Credit theſe Men have in the 
Courts of thoſe Kings whom they ſubject to the 


Will of a Prieſt. Let us think what Art and Ad. 
dreſs is neceſſary to reconcile Things ſo oppoſite, 
or at leaſt to prevent their reciprocally prejudicing 
each other; and from hence conclude the vaſt 
Genius of the Society. There is nothing, how 
difficult ſoever, but they compaſs ſooner or later. 
They never engage in an Enterprize, but they ate 
ſure to go through with it, let the Obſtacles be 
what they will. It is true, indeed, when Politicks 
alone are not ſufficient, they betake themſelves to 
Force and Violence: But in ſhort they never fail 
to execute their Deſigns one way or other. 

The Jeſuits no ſooner got Footing in France, 
than they ſwore the Ruin of the Proteſtants; and 
at laſt completed it. But what Rubs did they 
not meet with before they compaſſed their End! 
What mighty Efforts did they uſe! When they 
faw eary III. was reconciled to the King of 
Navarre, by their ſeditious Sermons they ſtirred 
up a deſperado Monk, who ſtabbed that unhappy 
Prince. But upon their attempting to ſerve his duc- 
ceſſor in the ſame Way, they met with ſuch a Re- 
buff, as would have diſconcerted the moſt intrepid 
Genius, excepting that of the Jeſuits. For ticy 
ſurmounted this Difficulty ; and ſure Poſterity 

cannot 
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cannot hear without Surpriſe, that a powerful 
Monarch ſhould recal into bis Kingdom, bis 
molt implacable Enemies; heap great Favaurs 
upon them, and pitch upon one of them to be the 
Director of his Conſcience. The Jeſuits are the 
only Men in the World whole refined Politicks 
can produce ſuch prodigious Effects. Their Re- 
turn to France haitened the Deſtruction of their 
Enemies. They gave them a mortal Wound un- 
der Lewis XIII. and quite cruſhed them in the 


Reign of his Succeſſor. The Janſeniſts will, 


ſooner or later, meet the ſame ill Fate. They 
have already laid the Ax to the Root of the Tree; 
and it is decreed that fall it muſt. 


The more I conſider the Hiſtory of the Jeſuits, 


their Maxims, and the Rules of their Inſtitution, 
the more Reaſon I find to applaud the Wiſdom 
of the Eugliſh and Datch Governments, in abſo- 
lutely forbidding them to enter their reſpective 
Countries. They had need of a ſtrong Barrier a- 
gainſt ſuch formidable Enemies; and it is ſafe to 
keep them at as great a Diſtance as poſſible. I 
conſider Loyola's Followers as a Corps of Soldiers, 
who wear on their Shields a Taliſman, or magi- 
cal Charm, ſuggeſting the proper Opportunity 
when they may attack their Enemies with Advan- 
tage, ſo as to be ſure of coming off at laſt with 


the Victory. Every Jeſuit is an Adept of Necro- 


mancy, always armed with three poiſoned Darts, 
Policy, Hypocriſy and Violence. Whatever be his 

tuation or Character, he never wants the Secret 
to make uſe of one or other of thoſe Weapons: 
And woe to them who happen to be wounded 
by any of them. Their Wounds are as incurable 
as thoſe of PhiloFetes. Nothing but the Skill 


of a Deity can heal them. The Ezgl:/ are ſo 


l-nfible of this, that they have made an expreis 
Law, by which all Jeſuits found in the Kingdom 
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are doomed to Death. Ezgland is now the ſame 
to Ignatius's Dilciples, as the Ifland of Calypſo 
was to the ancient Greeks. 

Farewel, dear Iſaac; and carefully avoid al! 
Diſputes with the Jeluits. Often think, that it 
they are ſuch cunning Villains, they ought to be 
the more dreaded on that Account. 


London, ****, 


LETTER CLXXXIII. 


ISaac Onis © AARON MoONCECA. 


HOU haſt Reaſon, dear Monceca, to 
| complain of my Silence; but Friendſhip, 
1 hope, will incline thee to impute it to a 
Hurry of Buſineſs I have had upon my Hands. 
1 have peruſed, with great Pleaſure, ſome of the 
new Books thou haſt been ſo good as to ſend 
ine. Thoſe on philoſophical Subjects were ex- 
tremely entertaining. They threw me into a kind 
of waking Dream, when a Thouſand Reflections 
carried me as it were out of myſelf. I was wholly 
taken up in tracing the Connection of certain 
Ideas; and yet, after all my Pains, I found it 
impoſſible to reconcile them with ſome others. 
Our Rabbies, dear Monceca, tell us, that we 
ſhall one Day riſe from the Dead ; and that every 
one ſhall reſume the very ſame Body which he 
had when in this World. This is the Faith ot 
Alahometans, as it likewiſe is of the Nazarene: 
So that we may ſay, that this is the common 


Doctrine 
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Doctrine of all who agree in the Worſhip of one 
Deity. They even prove the Poſlibility of a Re- 
ſurrection from Reaſon; and argue, that almighty 


Power, which made a World of nothing, will 


find it caly to give a ſinall Portion of Matter the 
lame Form it once had before. 


All that the moſt eloquent, the moſt learned 


Nazareze Doctors fay on this Argument, is not 
ſtronger, nor more emphatical than what we read 
in the Alcoran. Notwithitanding the many Ab- 
ſurdities which occur in that Buok, it gives in 
many Places a very exalted Idea of the Supreme 
Being; and the Paragraph where mention is made 
of the Refurrection, may be jaltly reckoned of 
that Number. Mabomet brings iu the Deity ſpeak- 


ing to this Purpoſe : „ Wherefore ſhould not the 


« Dead riſe? Do not Men ſee the Heavens above 
them how we have (tretched them out; how 
& we have adorned them; and that there is not 
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extended the Earth, raiſed the Mountains, and 
produced Fruits of every Kind, to prove our 
Omnipotence. We have ſent Rain from Hea- 
ven to cauſe the Gardens to flouriſh; we make 
the Corn to grow in the Fields, and Palm-trees 
to riſe in a beautiful Gradation, to enrich aud 
adorn the Creation. We have given Lite to 
the dead, dry, and barren Earth. Dead Men 
{hall therefore in like manner be quickened and 
riſe out of their Graves *.“ Nothing {tronger 
can be advanced in favour of a Reſurrection, All 
the Learning of the French, Engliſh, and German 
Divines, could not produce more convincing Ar- 
guments. Can any better Proof be defired to de- 
monltrate that a Thing is poſſible, than to ſhew 
plainly, that he who ſhould effect it has perform- 
ed a Number of Things equally difficult? | 

| 1 But 
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* Koran, Chap. of the Thing judged. 


« the leaſt Flaw in the Workmanſhip? We have 
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But how ſtrong ſoever theſe Arguments may 
appear, when we examine them more nearly they 
Will be found to have more Shew than Solidity. 
It is indeed beyond Diſpute, that the Creator's 


Power is boundleſs; that he can as eafily anni— 


hilate as create Matter; and that it is in his Pow- 
er in a Moment to draw forth a new World out 
of nothing. But there are certain Things that 
even this almighty Being cannot do, becaule they 


are incompatible with infinite Wiſdom and Ma— 


jeſty. He cannot produce a Being as perfect as 


_ himſelf; he cannot be the Author of Evil; he is 


not ſuſceptible of Paſſion, of Jealouſy, of Hatred or 
Envy. The greateſt Philoſophers allow, that God 
cannot change the Eſlence of Things; cauſe, for 
Inſtance, a Staff to be a Staff, without having 
two Ends: Becauſe the Moment it had not two 


Ends it would ceaſe from being a Staff. For the 
fame Reaſon he cannot take away Extenſion trom 
a materia! Thing, becauſe Extenfion is eſſential 


to Matter. This evident Principle being once 
admitted, we may eaſily find very ſtrong Argu- 
ments againſt the commonly received Notion of 
the Reſutrection, 28. That all Mankind will re- 
aſſume the ſame numerical Bodies in which they 
were lodged during the mortal Lite. 

It muſt be conſidered, that, at the Beginning of 
the World, God created a certain Quantity of 
Matter, which afterwards was ſufficient to form 
all the different Creatures made by him; inlo- 
much, that what at this Day forms Trees, Fields, 
Mountains, Men, Sc. in Meſopotamia, formed, 
four Thouſand Years ago, the Fields, 1 rces, 
Mountains, Men, Cc. in that Country. Jo be 


convinced of this Truth, we need but caſt 


our Eyes on what occurs daily in all Countries. 
We ſee the Corn and other Plants ſhut up : T hele 


Frſt owe the Increaſe of their Bulk to the Earth 


which 
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which nouriſhes them, and afterwards encrcaſe 
the Quantity of human Bodies to which they ſerve 
as Nouriſhment. Theſe Men in their Turn die, 
and their Bodies are changed into Earth, which 
ſerves, a ſecond T ime, to produce Fruits. Thus 
there is in Nature a perpetual Iranſmutation, 
whereby a certain Quantity of Matter is ſufficient 
for the Production of all Things that are forming 
every Day. This being the Caſe, I aſſert, that it 
is phyſically impoſſible for Men to reaſſume each 
his own numerical Body: For the very fame 
Matter which formed the Limbs of one Man, 
ſerved to form thoſe of two I houſand more. 


To comprehend the Force of this Argument, 
we mult conſider what happens in a Field of 


Battle, where perhaps thirty Thouſand Men are 
left dead on the Spot. They are all promiſcu- 
ouſly buried in the Plain, which is thereby very 
much fatten'd. The next Year, the Husbandman 
having ſown his Corn, there is found in every 
Grain ſome Particles of the fame Matter which 
compoſed the Bodies of the Soldiers who had been 
buried in that Field; and thoſe Particles, being: 
transformed into Wheat, go to enlarge the Limbs 
of Numbers now living. I ſhall ſuppoſe, that 
among theſe there happens to be a French Limon 
fin, a great Eater of Bread, who, taking for his 


Share a large Quantity of that Matter, which a 


kitle before belonged to the Soldiers, feeds upon 
it for a whole Year, and encreaſes two Inches in 
Stature. I] ask now, to whom ought this Matter 
to belong at the general Reſurrection? Jo the 
Soldier, will it be ſaid? But then the Caſe which 
contained the Limouſin's Son! will be too ſhort 
by two Inches; and if the Limouſin ſhould claim 
it, the poor Soldier muſt be in the ſame Diſtreſs. 
1 ſhall proceed in my Suppolition, and carry the 
Tranſmutation of Matter a Step turther. If by 

os Chance 
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Chance a Hog ſhould eat the Limouſin's Excre— 
ment, and feed upon it for a whole Winter, ſe- 
veral Particles of the Soldier will incorporate 
themſelves in the Carcaſs of that unclcan Beaſt. 
This Animal a greedy Nazarene kills; and, ha- 
ving eat a great Quantity of its forbidden Fleſh. 
falls to ſport with his Wite or Miſtreſs. The 
fubtile Particles of the Hog, blended with others 
of the Soldier, are employed to form another 


Man. To whom then will this Matter belong 


at the Reſurrection? 

The ſame Queſtion may be asked with regard 
to the Bodies of moſt Men. Infinite Numbers 
of them mult neceſſarily loſe Members and be— 
come maimed, by reaſon of the many Tranſmutati— 


ons that muſt have happened in the Matter of which 


they were compoſed. It might happen, that Ja- 
lius Ceſar might ſee his Ears clapped to the Head 
of ſome Monſignore, and his Noſe affixed to 
the Face of a. Courteſan. Would it not be a 


pretty Dialogue, to hear them debate the Matter 
to this Purpoſe! I am the Conqueror of Gaul, and 


of Pompey, would Cæſar lay ; nay more, I govern: 
ed the World; and is it fit that a Hero of my Rank 

' you, 
a Scounarel of a Prieſt and you, a vile Strumpet! 
ſhould bedeck "yourſelves with the Members of an 
Emperor? Metbinks I hear the Koman Prelate 


reply thus with a haughty Air: Yu, Sir, have 4 
large Stock of Aſſurance indeed; how! a Heathen 


offering - to contend a Thing with a Nazatene Bi- 
hop | - avannt, avaunt, thou Idulater !' thou profane 


HWretch ! thy Kars have too much Honour done then 


by being ſet on my Head. They had the [appine(s 
zo be canunized about an Hundred Years after 1. 
Death; and, for upwards of two Thouſand, have 
they been worſhipped, and Hymns. daily chaunted 10 
their Honour. Would they bade met all this $104 


Fortune 
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Fortune had they not belouged to me? Should the 
Roman Emperor thus leave the Prelate, and ad- 
dreſs the Courteſan for his Nole, he would meet 
with no better Succeſs, Tour moſt humble Ser- 
vant, would ſhe lay; 1 have the atmoſt Reſpect 
for you, mighty Prince. I have often ſeen your 
Statue in a Garden of the Dake de Medicis, and 


at other Country Seats, where 1 uſed to walk an 


Airing with my Gallants. I have often heard you 
commended as a very great Man, However, 1 can- 
not carry my Complaiſance ſo far, as to appear be- 
fire People without a Noſe merely to pleaſe you. 
Look out, Sir, among the Crowas of People in this 
Place, .whether ſome Body perhaps has not a Noſe 
to ſpare. Thus mult poor Cæſar appear, at the 
Reſurrection, as a Deſerter; and thankful too 
for getting off at ſo eaſy a Rate, ſince he might 
have had the Mortification to ſee his whole Head 
taken from him, and employed to form the But- 
tocks of ſome Cardinal's Porter. 
I rack my Brain to no Purpoſe, in order to 
find out an Expedient to caſe the Concern of 
theſe Souls whoſe Limbs would be mangled in 
this Manner. Philoſophy ſuggeſts not the leaſt 
Relief. Should it be ſaid, that God, who made 
the World of nothing, will find it no hard Mat- 
ter to ſupply each Soul with an entire Body. This 
is a Truth I ſhall readily admit. But then I muſt 
de allowed to obſerve, that theſe new Bodies will 
not be numerically the ſame we put off at our 
leaving this World; and therefore the Opinion 
which afſlerts, that we ſhall riſe with the ſame 
Body, muſt be falſe. If it be anſwered, that God 
can multiply Matter; and that of one ſingle A- 
tom which went to the Formation of the earthly 
Body, he is able to rear up a perfect one at the 
Reſurrection; I will {till deny that theſe are the 
lame Bodies, becauſe their Eſſencewill be changed. 
1 his 
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This new Matter is not the ſame with thit which 


formed the old Body; nor can God cauſe that a 


Thing which has not been uſed, ſhould actually 
have been uſed. This is a Contradiction, and 
would deſtroy the Eſſence of Things. 
To explain this Idea, I will ſuppoſe that there 
is but one ſingle Body in the World; and that in 
the Space of ten Thouſand Years, God ends 
three Hundred Souls ſucceſſively to inhabit it; 
and at laſt commands all theſe Souls to reaſſume the 
Body they once animated. In this Caſe, either 


three Hundred Souls mult be lodged in one ſingle 


Body, or God mult create two Hundred and 
Ninety-nine new Ones. this is ſo mapiteltly 
true, that all the vain Sophiltry of the Schoolmen 
can never confute it. The moſt ſubtile Argu— 
ments cannot poſſibly obſcure a Truth which ap- 
pears with ſuch forcible Evidence. 

I have not the leaſt Doubt, dear Monceca, about 


the Reſurrection of the Body; but think we have 
not Light ſufficient to determine exactly the Man- 


ner in which it will happen. Why will any pre- 
tend to aſſure us, that we ſhall recover the ſame 
Bodies? To what Purpoſe will they go about to 
explain a Myſtery which we cannot comprehend ? 
The Nazarenes, eſpecially the Papiſts, maintain 
obſtinately this Opinion. Indeed, | heartily pity 
them for it. Their ſacred Books teach them that 
their Bodies will rife, and therefore they ought 


to believe it. But why will they go further, and 


preſume to explain exactly the Manner in which 
theſe Bodies will be raiſed? Wherefore, not con- 


tent with knowing that the Soul will one Day 


reſume a Body, do they dare to preſcribe to the 


Deity how he ought to act on this Occaſion ? 


In all Keligions, the Source of moſt Errors, 1s 
the ridiculous Curiofity, which Mankind indulge, 
of divirg into the Myſteries of the NTT: It 
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a Thing is revealed to them but in Part, they can- 
not rett here, but are cager to pry into that which 
is kept ſecret. They alcribe their own Weak- 
neſles to the Supreme Being, and fancy that he 
ought to make Uſe of ſuch Means as to them ap— 
pear bett and moſt natural. By this Means they 
diſhonour the Deity, and aſcribe to bim the moſt 
ridiculous Actions, utterly inconſiſtent with his 
Pertections. On Pretence of magnifying the 
Power of God, they will have him to do Things 
in direct Contradiction to that immutable Order 
which he himſelf has eſtabliſhed. Of this Kind 
are thoſe who maintain a general Reſurrection of 
the ſame numerical Bodies. Nay, ſometimes they 
proceed to ſuch Lengths, as to make the Power 
of God a Screen for the moſt filly Superſtitions 
and groſſeſt Frauds. 

Did not a certain Jeſuit, F92hn Ferrand of An- 
ect, publickly maintain, in a voluminous Book 
concerning the Worſhip of Relicks, that when 
teveral Bodies of the ſame Saint are found in dit- 
tcrent Churches, they are thus multiplied by the 
miraculous Power ot the Deity, to encreale the 
Devotion of the Faithful *. 

To prove this Abſurdity, he produces ſuch Ar- 
guments as would ſhock an honeſt Nazarene. I 
myſelf, though a Jeu, could not help bluſhing at 
tis Friar's Impudence, in thus debaſing the molt 
ſacred Myſteries of Religion. He makes an odious 

Com- 


* Unum mihi ſat erit in preſenta dicere, ſupremum numen ſuam 


= prcul dubio explicuiſſe potentiam in its nominatim veliquiis multi- 
= Plicndis, ſeu replicandis, qua revera nun mſi une ſecundum unita* 


tem, & natura ſua ſingulares exiſtere piterant, ut ſunt verbs gra- 
tia, proprtium, ſanguis, alicque id genus, que cum ad corporis 
C1 perfectionem faciant, wel que cum ipſo, ve! ab ipſo, traxerint 
originem, nec multiplicts eſſe,; nec diu illebata ſeu integre ſervar; 


| Poierant, niſi diving vis miralbilem in modum acceſſiſſet. Idem in 
alis permultis ſingularibus Chriſti diturumque reliquiis videre e. 
| Joan Ferrandi diſquiſitio reliquiaria, Pag. 7. 


f 
44; 
. 
* 4 9 
4 
: 
3? 
1 
fy 
” 
: 


ASS 


. 


——— . OE -—_ | 


— . - 1 
— Y 
— — 

— — — —_—— 


— 


— — — 


— 


a - * — 2253 ww — 1 
- — — — —„— . —— — 
. . — — — — 
- _ -- PIR „ a + "ant gs 


* 
— 
v 


— 3. 
85 2 * 


* 5 — . 6, 4s - 
>: > — IT >= — 7 — K at 
XI: 


— — 


— 
A Nadi. <a. — 


- - wy — 
— a” — 
= 


262 JEWISH LETTERS. 


Compariſon, highly injurious to the Deity ; ang 
that with no other View than to demonſtrate the 
Poſſibility of theſe Bodies of his pretended Saints 
being multiplied, It is certain, however, that this 
Myſtery is much more eaſily unriddled, thau that 
of the Reſurrection. He needed but only to graut 
that this Multiplicity of Relicks was all a Trick, 
to be charged on the Avarice of Monks. Thee 
religious I oys are like Wine that has got the 
Vogue. Every Vintner will have ſome in his 
Cellar to bring Cuſtom to his Houſe; and if at 


any Time he chance to run out, he'll be ſure to 


brew. a freſh Quantity himſelf. It is no Secret, 
that half the Vintners in Paris make all their 
Burgundy in Surene *, Moſt part of the Relicks 
are picked up at random. The Bone of a Rope- 


dancer, or of a Player, often paſſes upon the 


World for the ſacred Remains of St. Pacomius, 
or of St. Mathurinus. Let us commiſerate, my 
dear Monceca, the Blindneſs of thoſe poor Mortals, 
who become the Dupes of Knaves and Impoſtares; 
and let us always endeavour to raiie ourſelves 
above vulgar Prejudices. Adieu. 


D O CCM WIC 
* 


Sbedcbeb ccc 
LETTER CLXXXIV. 


AARON MO NECA 7 [A con BRITo. 


Purpoſe to leave England, dear Brito, in a few 
[| Days, and take Journey for Scotland, where [ 
ſhall ſpend ſome Time; from thence 1 intend 


to take Shipping for France. I flatter myſelf wi! 
Ee] the 


* A ſmall Village near Pars. 
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the Proſpect of the inexpreſſible Pleaſure it will 
give me, at my Arrival in Paris, to be able to 
make a juſt Compariſon between the Manners, 
Cuſtoms, and Way of Thinking of the French, and 
thote of the Exgliſß, the Idea of which will be 
then freſh in my Memory. I am certain that this 
Occaſion will turniſh me with a Thouſand uſetul 
Reflections, which I will not fail to communicate 
to thee. Nothing contributes more to form the 
Genius and improve the Underſtanding, than a 
judicious Compariſon between two Nations: By 
this Means we come to penetrate the inmoſt Re- 
ceſſes of the human Heart. 

We find in ſome Men Weakneſſes which we 
know to be ſuch at firſt Sight, becaule they are 


not masked ; but the very fame Defects in others, 


are reputed Virtues, becauſe they are covered over 
with infidious Varniſh. When we lee a Freuch— 
man exerting himſelf to the utmoſt, in order to 
pleaſe all around him; behaving with the greateſt 
Politeneſs and Complaiſance; we are apt to ima- 
gine, that a true and ſolid Friendſhip is the Cha- 
racteriſtick of that Nation. But, pafling over to 


England, we are preſently undeceived. We find, 


that all the Flegm and cold Behaviour of the Ezg- 
1%, their haughty and rugged Airs, do not hinder 
them from being ſincere and good Friends when- 
ever they profeſs themſelves ſuch. At tne ſame 
Time we learn, that what was reputed among the 
French a genuine Attachment, is a mere Ceremony 
and Compliment ; and, it 1 may be allowed the 
Uie of an old Proverb, A common Saddle for all 
Ilorſes. 8 


On the other hand, an Exgliſnman, who never 


croſſed the Sea, fancies, that Courage is to be 


tound no where but in Britain. He imagines 
that no other Climate can produce an Hero who 


| nicets Death without Fear; becauſe he never hears 


of 
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of any at Vienna, Paris or Amſterdam, who grow 
weary of Life, and put an End to their Sorrows 
by a Rope or a Razor. But let this conccited 
Engliſhman make a Tour for ſome Years through 
the relt of Europe, and he will ſoon change his 
Sentiments. He will find, that there are (ome 
brave Men in all Nations; and that he miſplaced 
the Name of Intrepidity on a Phrenzy, which is 
extremely hurtful, not only to thoſe who ate 
poſſeſſed with it, but alſo to Society in general. 

It is therefore by a juſt Compariſon of Manners 
and Cuſtoms, that we can form a Judgment of 
the reſpective Merit of different Nations. The 
Man who is acquainted but with one Nation, 
applauds an Hundred ridiculous Practices, which 
he will condemn as ſoon as he travels into other 
Kingdoms. It is no ſtrange Thing to fee a He— 
niard, born in the Heart of Gallicia, paying a ſu— 
perſtitious Worſhip to St. Fames : All Perſons a— 
bout him do the ſame. He obſerves all his Rela- 
tions, his Friends, his Countrymen, falling down 
as humble Votaries of that pretended Saint, from 
whom they expect the greateſt Favours; nor does 


he know that there are any Perſons in the World 


who are not of the ſame Mind. To ſurmount 


 Prejudices ſo deeply rooted requires a Genius 


.above the common ; and even With that it would 


be extremely difficult for one in this Situation to 


perceive his Miſtake. How many, who would 
have been great Men, had they been born in L- 


don or Paris, have never made a Figure for want 


of foreign Advantages ! Their hard Fate has con- 
fined them to reſide all their Days in the Center 
of Lisbou or Madrid; and ſo ſhut them up for 
ever in the dark Labyrinth of Ignorance and Su- 
perſtition. Learned Men of the firſt Claſs owe 
a great Part of their Knowledge to their :\c- 
quaintance with the Manners and Cuſtoms ot f. 

| | ret 
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reign Countries. Our modern Philoſophers, in 
attempting to unvail the Pruth, made great Uſe 
of Hints drawn from the Memoirs of ſome learn— 
ed Travellers. Locke and Bayle knew well how 
to improve theſe: By this Means, the former 1 
ſtroyeckthe witty, but chymerical Syſtem of innate 


Ideas. The fame helped the latter to knock ol! 


the heavy Fetters of Prejudice, and to give a mor- 

tal Wound to Superſtition, one of the molt dan- 
rerous Enemies to Mankind. Deſcamer, Caen t: 

and even Newton himſelf; in a Word, all the 
celebrated Naturalilts, have received great Ad- 
vantages from their Knowle age of the Manners 
of different Countries. This has afforded them 
preat Light, either in their Experiments, or in 
their Enquiries into the Tempers and Pallions of 
Mankind, 

If we run over all the Sciences in vartfenitar; 
it will appear, that an Acquaintance with the 
Maxims and Way of Thinking in different Na- 
tions will be of great Service to cach; but Mo- 
rality and Politicks need this Knowledge molt. 
How would it be pofiible for a Man to under- 
ſand the Extents and Limits of Probity, Virtue 
and Decorum, it he knew nothing or orcign 
Countries? Whatever 600d Opinion we may have 
of our own Countrymen, it is certain they are not 
polletied ot all the mora] Virtues. E. very Country 
lIcems to have its peculiar. Virtues, which can be 
fonnd no where elle, at leaſt not in fo great Per- 
tection. If we ſuppoſe a Perſon ſtudious to know 
tic vtmoſt Height to which Politenels may be 
carried; ſhould he live an Hundred Years at Coz- 
ſl ant. aue, he will not learn fo much in that Par- 
cular as he might do in fix Months at Paris. 
If a Man wanted to fee Franlnets and Sincerity 


in the utmott Purity, it would be ridiculous to 


travel into 1zaly for that Furpd . No, Suitzer- 
Vol. IV. 2 laud 
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land is the Place for this. Was a Perſon deſirous 
to accuſtom himſelf to a free, bold, and judicious 
Way of Thinking, which teaches Men to give 
Magiſtrates and Eccleſiaſticks their due, without 
permitting the former to become Tytrants, or the 
latter to turn Inquiſitors; ſhould Portugal be vi— 
ſited to acquire this Habit? Surely not; he muſt 
go to England. In ſhort, would we learn the 
whole Extent of good Nature, Simplicity, Can- 
dour, Humility, Charity, and the reſt of the ſocia] 
Victues; ſhould we fix our Reſidence in Ane, 
or even in any Part of Exrope? No, dear Brit; 
to ſee theſe Virtues in Perfection, we mult take 


a Voyage to America, and ſeek for them in Pen— 


ſiluania, the happy Colony of Qzakers. But even 
here perhaps theſe Virtues may not fix for ever. 


Who can pretend to foretel what Revolutions may 


happen in the Hearts of Men? Such ſurpriſing ones 
are daily brought about; ſuch amazing Changes 
happen, that no Man can aſſure us, that the beſt 
regulated, and molt virtuous Society, will long 
continue ſuch. The Calc is much the ſame with 
Kingdoms as with particular Perfons. A Man, 
who has been prudent and virtuous for Thirty 
Years, may ſuddenly degenerate and become quite 
the reverſe. In what profound Peace and {trict 
Amity did the Swiss Cantons live together for 
many Years? And yet afterwards, all of a fud- 
den, they abandoned themſelves to a Spirit of 
Phrenzy, and, taking up Arms, fell to butchering 
and cutting one another's I hroats. 
If the Knowledge of foreign Cuſtoms is necel- 
ſary for thoſe who apply themſelves to the Stucy 
of Morality, it is (til] of greater Uſe to ſuch as 
are obliged to pry into the hidden Myſterics of 
Foliticks. A Prince can never attempt any great 
Enterprize abroad, nor can he even live undiſtufb— 
ed at home, if he is ignorant of the a 
3 an; 


2 
* 
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and Maxims of the Nations around him. Bat 
the Inſtant he is inſttucted in theſe Particulars, he 
knows exactly how to carry it to each of them. 
I have nothing to dread, would a French Monarch 
ſay, from ſuch a Nation “. They love Peace more 
than War. They are divided to ſeveral petty 
States, who have ſeparate Iutereſis, and are all 
Slaves to Preefts. Another } is aece{ſarily attached 
% me, and obliged to court my Alliance. The Conu- 
try 1s poor, and ill pegtled; the Inhabitants are na- 
tarally averſe from i ur, or at leaſt tov indolent toe 
eaſily perſuaded to take ub Arms. I conjequently 
have little to apprehend from this People, who can 
never accompliſh any thing conſtaerable without my 
Aſji/tance., There are indeed three Nations more, 
with whom I may have ſome Diſputes. The firſt | 
is extremely populous; their Troups are inured to 


military Diſcipline, but the Country is poor; and. 


every one knows that Money is the Sinews of Mar. 
Before the ſecond Campaign be at an End, if they 
are not ſuccoured by other Power, they will te 
forced to patch up a Peace, or to juſtain a conjider- 
able Loſs. The ſecond People & are rich, and ride 
Hovereigus of the Main. Au inveterame Hatred, 
tranſmitted through © Number of Aves, has made 
them my Enemies. They are intrepid and brave; 
and I might juſtly ſtuud in Awe of them, could they 
furniſh as many Soldiers as they can Sailors, Bat, 
as their chief Streagth conſiſts in the Number of 
ther Ships of War, and theſe cannot atchieve any 
Land Conqueſts, I need not be under any great Ap- 
Prehenſions from them. So long as they arm againſt 
me, without any Allies, they cannut hart me; but 
ſhould they be aſſiſted by other Powers from the 
Continent, in that Caſe they can do me infinite Da- 


mage, and would become my mojt formidable Ene- 


4 mies. 


* The Italians, f Spain. The Germans, $ The Eugliſb. 
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mies. The third Nation *, though not > [Plex 

. . 22 * 25 
and auguſt as the laſt mentioned, might uevert\els/; 
annoy me more. They are tamenſely rich; they a- 
lone are able to bear the Charges of a lang It ur, and 
70 pay the Armies of all their Allies. Their Cons 
Zry borders upua my Dominious; fo that, at the 
very opening of a Campaign, they may cucamp on 
my Froaticrr, My Interejt then requires, that ] 


Citioate a gv0d Unaerſleuding with them; and thi; 


i: will be wo hard Matter for me to av. As they 
are wzelly taken up with their Trade, and have 
Leiſure 10 Think of making uſeleſs Conqucſis; a 
they are content with preſerving their Territories, 
and have not the leaſt Deſire to enlarge them, they 
will always be diſpoſed to maintain Peace with inc, 
provided I do not make ſuch Attempts as may excite 
ter Feelgnſy, or threaten their Liberties. In this 
Manner, dear Brito, a Prince, who is skilled in 
the Diſpoſition, Maxims and Intereſts of forcign 
Nations, . draws ſuch Conſequences from them 
as may direct his Conduct, and promote the Hap- 
pineſs of his People. A Minitter of State, tor 


the fame Reaſons, ought to excel in this Sci- 


ence. It ſhould likewiſe be the Study of a Ge- 
neral: For how is it poſſible for him to take 
iuch Meafures, as are ſometimes neceſlary to 
give Succeſs to a military Stratagem, if he is 3 
Stranger to the Genius of the People again! 
whom he is to fight. I will ſappoſe, that Mar— 
ſhal /illars ſhould be called from commanding 


an Army of twenty Thouſand Men in £ lazder;, 


againſt the Duke of Marlborough at the Head of 


a like Number of Ezzliſhmen, to ſet out for the 
Frontiers of Portugal to command twelve 1 nou» 


ſand French, who were to engage thirty Thouſand 
Portugueſe. If the French General was entirely 
unacquainted with his new Enemies, and _ 
| 11s 


* The Datch. 


JEWISH LET T ERS. 269 


nis Idea of them from the Eagliſb, his firſt Care 

„„ WW would doubtleſs be to look tor ſome advantage- 

'i> WW ous Ground to encamp his little Army; be would 

2554 fortify it with ſtrong Lines, and make uſe of all 

. the Art poſſible to ſupply his want of Numbers. 

de Inet, would he ſay, with formidable Enemies in 

2 WW tlanders, againſt whom, though I fought with e- w 
1 qual Numbers, I was obliged to make uſe of the ut- '* 
4555 moſt Caution and Prudence I was Maſter of. Hou 01: 
„much more ought | to be upon my Guard iu the pre- "il 
#9 WW fer? Situation:? Doeſt thou imagine, dear Brito, 1 
that he would reaſon thus, was he well acquainted "ie 
% WW withthe Portugueſe? Nay, on the contrary, would A 
vc) be not harangue his Men to this Purpoſe: Con- * 
nc; e, my brave Frenchmen! Let as march out of ot 
cre WE theſe vfeleſs Trenches. Had we but half our Num- 40 
his bers, the Enemy would not dare to look us in the N 
ace. This impotent Nation is more accuſtomed to g 
in WW Laudle a Roſary than a Musxet. This very Mo- #03 
em nent, while we are reflediny on the Honour of a by | 
ip- WW _ /cory, they are thinking how they can recominend ww 
tor © toemſelves 10 the Prayers of their Prieſis. Our * 
ci” WW great Care and Buſineſs is to keep our Ranks claſe, 4M 
and to march in good Order; theirs is to chant over 1 
ike 42 feu ſuperſtitions Authems in Howour of St. An- I 
WO WW tony of Padua. Beliebe me, my brave Country- 7 
s nien, theſe are not Englimmen, but a Par- 1 
inst cel of effeminate Monks in a military Dreſs. | 1 
at, make no doubt, but ſuch a Speech would be the 9 
nz bappy Prelude of a ſpeedy Victory, to which the 3 
„ WW General's Knowledye of the Genius and Manners Th 
o! WW cf his Enemies would contribute not a little. Wl 
the If thoſe who command Armies, and pteſide at I 
Us the Helm of States, are obliged, in order to make i 
nd a PFignre, to be verſed in the Cuitoms and Genius 1 
of adifferent Nations, Hiſtorians likewiſe, who 


© endeavour to immortalize the glorious Actions 
or Heroes, ought to excel in the ſame Science. 
: <3 How 
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How ſhall they be able to unravel the Intrigue; 
of Courts, the Motions, the Steps, and in thort 
the various Behaviour of different Nations, it thcy 
are ignorant of the ſecret Cauſes which ut the 
Springs of Action agoing? Should an Author, 
who is unacquainted with the Genius and Man- 
ners of the Haniards, attempt to give the Hilto; 
of the Jranſactions in France under IIenry III. 
and [ſeury IV. what a pitiful Performance would 
it be! Tacitus, Saluſt and Livy, could not have 
left the World ſuch perfect Pieces, bad they not 
thoroughly underſtood their ſeveral Subjects, and 
gone to the Bottom of the Things they relate, 
They had made it their Study to get a pextect 
Knowledge of the People and Perſons whole H- 
ſtoty they wrote. Julius Ceſar was a conpleat 
Matter of the Cuſtoms, Diſpoſition, and Man— 
ners of the Gaals, as is evident to any who read 
his Commenxtaries; and indeed, this Knowledge 
was of equal Service to him, as a General, as a 
Hiltorian, and as a private Man. 

Farewel, dear Brito; neglect not to improve 
the Advantages of I 'ravelling, and may the God 
ot our Fathers make thy Ways proſperous. 


London, . 
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LETTER CLKXXV. 


AARON MoNCECA ro IS AAC ONtLS: 


Was talking, dear Jſaac, the other Day to one 
| of my Friends concerning the Calamities Which 
have befallen ſeveral great Men, Favourites ot 
Princes, and who once ſeemed to lit ſecure he: 
a; 
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/ 
all the Frowns of Fortune. To the RefleQion of 
my Friend I added ſome others on the Head ; and 
obſerved that molt of thoſe Heroes, who had fal- 
jen into Diſgrace from the higheſt Principle of 
Favour, had ſome time or other ſignalized them- 
{elves by ſome important Service done their 
Sovereighs. M30 

Without turning over the Ancients for Inſtances, 
| ſhall go no further back than the ſixth Century, 
We here find, that the Emperor 7x/t:i ia» owed 
all his Glory and Greatneſs to Belrſarins, This 
General recovered Africa, which had been loſt to 
the Empire for above an Hundred Years: He de- 
ſtroyed the Monarchy of the Vandals, beat the 
Perſians in ſeveral Battles, conquered 1zaly ; and, 
ina Word, preterred the Allegiance he owed his 
Sovereign to the Honour of being declared King 
of the Gothe, in the Room of Vitiges, whom he 
had taken Priſoner. But how ill was this brave 
Man rewarded for all theſe great Services! They 
could not ſecure the unfortunate Behſarius from 
the moſt cruel Fate. He was falſely charged with 
conſpiring againſt Juſtinian; and this Prince, for- 


| vetting how. much he owed that great Man, re— 


moved him from a}l his Employments, and took 
from bim his whole Eſtate; and after having been 
lo inhumane as to put out his Eyes, he im— 
priloned him in a certain Lower, which is built 
nigh the Sea, between the Caſtle of the Seven 
lowers and the great Seraglio, and ſtill goes by 
tie Name of that immortal Hero. Thou thyſelf 
haſt frequently ſeen this famous Priſon, before thy 
Departure from Conſtantinople. 

dome Hiltorians have told us, that Beliſarius, 
being afterwards ſet at Liberty, was reduced to 
ſuch extreme Poverty, as to beg about the Streets. 
This Fact, however, does not agree with an anci- 
ent Tradition, tranſmitted thro' a long vo of f 
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Years in Greece, and which is current even at 
this Day. Thou baſt heard many of the Inhabi— 
tants of Conſtantinople declare, that Beliſarius died 
in the Tower where he was confined; and that 
letting down a little Bag from his Window, as i; 
uſual for Priſoners to do, he would cry aloud to 
the Paſſengers, A Half-penny to poor Beliſurius, 
who loſt his Eyes through Envy,» and not fur any 
Crime. | his Greek Tradition is confirmed by 
ſeveral Latin Authors; one of them I remember 
expreſſes himſelt thus: Date Elemoſyuam Beliſaris, 
quem Fortuna, non Virtus, dereliquit. i. e. Var 
Charity to Belifarius, who is abandoned, not byVir- 
tue, but by Fortune. Without determining whe- 
ther of theſe two Reports ought to be received, itis 
enough to excite our Amazement at the Misfor- 
tunes which have befallen the greateit ot Men, 
if we picture to ourſelves Beliſarias begging either 
about the Streets of Conſtantinople, or from the 
Window of his melancholy Priſon. Was not 


this a ſtrange Kind of Recompence tor the glori— 


ous Services he had done his Sovereign? ls not 
the unhappy Fate of this great General an eter. 
nal Monument, that nothing is ſo frail and in— 
conſtant as the Favour of Princes and Smiles ot 
a Court. | 

What a large Field is here opened for philoſo- 


phical Reflections! T'o fee Men facrificing thei 


Reſt, their Eaſe, their Eſtates, their Lives, and 


ſometimes even their Honour, for ſuch ungratetu! 


Malters, who ſtupidly fancy, that the Honour of 
being their Slaves is Reward ſufficient for the 
molt important Services! If Courtiers would 
take but a fourth Part of the Pains to acquire 


Virtue, which they willingly give themſelves to 
purchaſe one Glance from a Sovereign, what a 


Number of Sages would appear in Courts! Une 
Thing I am ſure of, that Socrates did not tos 
35h ardly 
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hardly to elevate himſelt above Humanity, as a 
Gentleman of the Court does to get into the 
good Graces of his Prince. What mean Crin- 
gings are made uſe of! How many Mortifications 
nuit he ſuiter! How many ungratetul Repullcs ! 


How often is he tormented with the vunealy Ap- 
prchenfions of loſing, in one unlucky Moment, 


211 the Fruit of a tedious and irkſome Labour! 
How many bave tugg'd hard all their Days, with- 
out having had the Happinels to obtain one ſingle 
Smile! Many who had ſpent three Fourths of 
ticir Lives in an Anti-Chamber, have gtoaned 
out their expiring Moments in lamenting the ill 
Ule they made of their Lime. In this Manner 
Life has been one continued Scene of Hurry and 
Confuſion; they have been for ever ſweating un- 
der the Yoke of Ambition, or crying out under 
the Stings of a fruitleſs Remorſe. 

Ot all Sorts of Madneſs, dear Iſaac, a paſſion- 
atcondneſs for a Court ſeems the moſt dangerous 
aud incurable. We ſeldom obſerve Patients of 
this Kind ſenſible of their Diſeaſe, till they are paſt 
Hopes of Remedy. Their inſatiable Thirſt after 
Grandeur, never leaves them till they are beyond 
a Poſſibility of attaining it. 

One Thing ſurpriſes me much, that the frequent 
Dilgrace of Court-Favourites ſhould not ſerve as 


a Caution to thoſe who hunt ſo cagerly after ſuch. 
brittle Honours. Is it not aſtoniſhing, that the fa- 


tal Cataſtrophes of moſt who poſleſs envied Great- 
neſs, ſhould not leſſen the Number of their Ri- 
vals? In every Period, Hiſtory will furniſh us 
with as remarkable Inſtances of the Reverſes of 


Fortune, as theſe which befel Bel:iſarias. The 


Viſgrace of Admiral de Bonivet; the tragical 
End of the Duke, and of Cardinal de Gziſe ; the 
Cataſtrophe of the Earl of Hex; of the Marſhal 
de Biron, and Marquis 4 Aucre; the Impriſon- 

ment 
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ment of Monſieur de Fouquet, and that of J. 
Blanc; the Baniſhment of R:ipperda and Chauxelin; 
in a Word, the ill Fate of ſo many others, why 
fell Victims to Ambition, one ſhould naturally 
imagine would conſiderably leſſen the Number gf 
Court-Idolators. 

I am not ignorant, that ſome of the Favourites 
and Miniſters jult now mentioned, owed their 
Misfortunes to their il! Conduct, rather than tothe 
Caprice of Fortune. We may venture to ſay, 
that the Marſhal Biroz would have been al ways hay- 
py, had he been always loyal; and that the Du 
of Gaiſe, and the Earl.of Hex, in a manner tvr- 
ced their Sovereigns to puniſh them. But though 
I] allow that theſe Favourites were guilty, I fill 
allert, that they had done their King and Country 
ſuch ſignal Services, as ſeemed to merit ſome lu— 
dulgence. However, I would except the Duke 
of Gaiſe; Matters being come to that Height, that 
either the Duke or Henry III. muſt neceſſarily die. 
As to Biron and E{ſex, were Sovercigns as Capa- 
ble of Friendſhip and Gratitude as private Perſons, 
the former had been pardoned by Henry IV. aud 
the latter by Queen Elixabeth. Both as perform. 
ed ſuch ſignal Services, that methinks their Lives 
ought to have been ſpared, and their Puniſhment 
to have been no more than Exile, or perpetual 
Impriſonment. But Princes never forgive; or, it 
they do, it is on ſuch hard Conditions, as are e- 
quivalent to a moſt rigid Exaction of the Debt. 

The Clemency of Queen Elizabeth to the Ear! 
of Eſſex is much cried up by ſome: But, pra} 
what was all this Clemency? To merit it a Hero 
muſt have ſtooped to do Things unworthy of tit 
Character; to own himſelf guilty at the ſam: 
Time that he perhaps was innocent; to beg, with 
abject Meanneſs, the Preſervation of a Life at ths 


Expence of his Honour. Had the Queen boy 
we 
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ſuſceptible of true Friendſhip for her Favourite, 


| hc would have been fatisfied with his Jultification, 
f ince the Majeſty of the I hrone could claim no 


more, and would not have rigorouſly infiſted 
upon his Conteſſion, which ſhe knew to be ex- 


> tremely ſevere. But ſhe thought as a Qucen; and 
was an entire Stranger to thole tender Relentings, 


> thoſe caſy and gentle Reconciliations, With which 


lower Station. 


Friendſhip inſpires the Breaſts of Perſons in a 
Her Heart was ſuſceptible only 


of ſome Emotions of Pity; and thole ſtiffled by 
| Pride, Vanity and Preſumption, Paſſions ever in- 
> ſeparable from a I hrone. | 


Henry IV. had doubtleſs greater Reaſon to ſign 


the Warrant for Marſhal Biron's Exccution, than 
Queen Eli gabeth had to order that of the Earl of 
Lex. If ever any Monarch in the World was 
capable of true Friendſhip, it was this illuſtrious 
King. Notwithſtanding, it we examine the Matter 
E ſtrictly, we will be forced to allow, that in re— 


E gard of the Marſhal's great Merit, the Puniſhment 


| would have been ſevere enough had he been com- 
E mitted to the Baile for Lite; ſo far ought his 


Majeſty to have been from ſentencing to a Scat- 
fold a General, and a Friend, to whom he owed 


a great Part of his martial Atchicvements. 


| can never conceive, dear Iſaac, how a Man, 


E cxaſperated ever ſo much, can prevail upon him- 


ſelf to deliver up to an Executioner, one with 
E whom he had lived as a Friend all his Life; one 


to whom he had made numberleſs Proteitations 


ef the moſt ſincere Regard, and let into the moſt 


ſecret Receſſes of his Soul. Might it not be ex- 
pected in this Caſe, that a Man would feel tender 


Emotions, even when Paſſion was at the hizheſt ? 


Among private Perſons the Ties of Friendſhip are 
as ſtrong as thoſe of Blood. I ſuppole, dear Hase, 


. 
- 
3 


at thou hadit offended me in the moſt grievous 


5 


Man— 
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Manner, and that I had it in my Power to put 
thee to Death; would I immediately proceed to 
paſs the cruel Sentence? Or would not I fr} 
argue thus with myſelf. “ And can'ſt thou find 
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in thy Heart to take away the Lite of an 04 
and intimate Friend? J/aac On:s has indeed of. 
fended and deſtroyed, at one Blow, all the 
Merit of his former Life; but ſtill, it is the 
ſame [ſaac Onis who once did thee ſuch jnpor- 
tant Service. *Tis to him thou owelt a great 
Part of thy Knowledge. *Tis he whole Con- 
verſation was ſo agreeable, whoſe good Senſe 
and Learning gave thee ſo high a Plealure, 
Can'ſt thou forget all this? Wilt thou give 
Way to blind and furious Paſſion? Wilt thou 
give Orders to take away a Life which was 
always ſo dear to thee? By no Means. It 
will be impoſſible for thee ever to conſent that 
Iſaac ſhould die. Grant he has offended thee; 
was he not once a very kind Friend? Gencro— 
ty, the Duties of ancient Friendſhip, and what 
thou owelt to thyſelf, all call upon thee to par- 
don his late Errors. Let him live; let him be 
forced to own, if poſſible, that he is unwoithy 
a Friend like thee. However, world I continu 
farther, J will take care to put it out of hi 
Power to do me more Prejudice. I know nt 
whether he will ever acknowledge his Fault, 
and become my Friend again. Lill I have un- 
deniable Evidence of his Repentance, I'll re- 
move him a great Diſtance trom me, and charge 
him never to ſee my Face.“ | 
In this Manner, dear Iſaac, would Frienaſhip 


and Gratitude oblige all to act, who are guided of 
the Impulſes which theſe virtuous Paſſions inſpfte. 
But they ſeldom produce ſuch kind Effects in ti 


Breaſts of Princes. Their tender Sentiments are 


not 


not ſo ſttong, as to make them paſs over Offences 
merely for the Pleaſure of pardoning them. 


in the moſt lovely Foreſt, or to paſs my Days in 


1 1 


Thoſe who are in Queſt of trac Friendſhip 


E ould not look for it on a Throne, or in a 
[Court. Let the fooliſn Courtiers build their 
Hopes of a ſucceeding Calm on the pretent flot— 
my Tempeſt. Let us laugh, dear /{azc, at their 
panick Fears, their vain Delires, their dillurbing 
Cares; and let us mourn the unbappy, and too 
often tragical End of ſo much e 1 


Nothing can afford ſo cntertainin ; Amute: 11 


to a philoſophi cal Mind, as a Rc (tion on hs 
I reftlets Life of a Court; but nothing can be to 
; itceling to a ſerious thinking Perſon, as to ſe 
the human Nature ſo far degraded by thoſe who 
F idolize Fortune. 


Was I to chooſe my Situatt on, either to live 


&:& — 


a Royal Palace; I mould not heſitate to prefer 


| the Prutes, the wild Sav ages, to the Company Of 
deceitful and cunning Oourtiers. 
der no Apprehenſion that the Bear, in order to dil- 
lodge me of my Cottage, would accule me of 
Diſteſpec to the Lion, the Sovereign of the Fo- 


[ (011d 5 e U!i- 


L5 


_ :clt. A Stag, after having browied in my Garden, 
would not be lo bale as to cenſure every Step of 

my Conduct, and ditfuſc a deadly Venom over 

my molt innocent Actions. How common is it 
tor Courticrs to rile from the Table of a Beue— 
F iactor, and blacken his Reputation, with a View 
10 curry Favour with an op pofite Party, Vhont 
they are as ready to flander in their Turn. Cu- 


— 


g lumny i is as eſſeutial to Courts as Extenſion is to 
| latter. We may define a Courtier to be one 
who is ever ready to decry al! who want to get 
into the good Graces of their Prince. Even 15 
Applauſes of ſuch an one are rea! Injurles; they 
never fail to be intended a Satyt on ſome Bod iy. 
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One great Advantage I ſhould reap in preferrigg 
a Forcit to a Court is this; I would not be 9. 
blized to bluſh cvery now and then at my bein 
forced outwardly to approve Folly, Injultice in 
Cruelty, which I could not help CONdenning in 
my own Mind. What Man, it he have the Jealt 
Regard to 1 ruth, can ſubmit 1 ſuch Nleannelles? 
Iheſe however are the Engines by which Courtiers 
compaſs all their Deſi ſigns. A Phi! olopher acquires 
bis Lrarning and Wildom by Dint of Study and 
Application; but a Man of the Court has no o- 
ther Way of riting to Honours and Greatnefs, by 
Diſſimulation and [lattery, Lies and Perfidy, Cun 
ning and I reacnery. But are theſe Qualit cation, 
proper for Men! Are theſe Employmeuts tit 
tuch as have any Remains of Reaton, or Know: 
ledge of Good and Evil? What Panys of Re- 
morſe mult they feel! 

Auen: dear 1jauc; never covet a Court-Lite. 
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LETTER -CELXXXVI. 
ISAac Onis ro AARON MON CE ca. 


HE Divines and Philoſophers, dear Hen. 
ceca, among the Jews and Nagarenes, us 
well as among the Mahometans, are great! ö 
divided in Opinion, whether Angels have Bodies. 
A Number of Kabbies imagine they bave a Sort 
of Bodies compoled of a ſubtile Lire. This Doc— 
trine they fancy is confirmed by the Pfalmilt, wi9, 
ipcaking of Angels, ſays, that zhe Servant; of G14 


are 
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ire 4 Paming Fire *.- Others of our Doctors, t- 
mong whom is 2%, maintain, that Angels are 
pure incorporeal Hyirits, whoſe Nature 15: not xt, 
te the haman, ht rationAl, an half wratinnal , 
tht they are ftrnp e J Iulelligencet, (1 5 411 
57 rial Driucibles . i refſe, #17 2 '4 LI. "LY | + 
The Nazare; ec Dectors diiter as muchas the ett 


CONC 1790. this POi. N. Orige 7 FX, Art 70 0 (b 


%, (e), Faſtin (d), Pjellas (e, Lalantins (1), 
Kc. 3 ot Opinion, that Angels are tano 
of a certain Matter extremeiy light and i114. St. 


Haguſlin, that vait Genius, 0 much revered by {IP 
Ml; 1 of Learning, ſeems very much to favor 
that Opinion. f dare nut determine; favs: that gros 
Man, whether Spirits mt ay not be in tele if 11 B gs 
dies furiaed Of ab. ile Air (g). And 1H rurther in 
gilother Place * The Devite Jays he, ; Ts 1140s 
Ha denſe, groſs, au d bumid dir, as [ame lenrncd M7 
have aſſerted. Some famous V\ iters, en the other 
hand, plead, that Angels arc Leings preparly tpi. 
ritual. 0. gt the tr Ste, Att dſl) (9, 
ot. Cbryſſtocu (i), Albertas . 115 , 174 411-1) Aus- 

12 (* and almoſt all the Niz weur 11» iss Ol 
the prelent Ave, declare in favour of this Dodrine, 

The Mahometuns arc not better aproed about 
this Article, than the Fews aud Natureacy, Seve 
ral of the Mufties plead the Authority ot tac Al- 
Gruen, to prove the Matcilality of Angels. I ny 
mitance the Spot that K h made in the Noon 
Py TOUT her with one of his Wings. Low- 
, ſome tew of their Doctors aflert, that t.; 
pallige mult not be underſtood in a proper but an 
Aa 2 allegorical 

* Pſa!, C1V | 


i fad, de munds, Pag. „ Critzen Lil, de Pins. 


h) Amir, de Arcd Not, Cap. IV. (e) De Sp San he, Cap. 
XVI. (d) Apol. I. (e) De Damn Pag. 171. (% De 1 :;- 
wh, IA Fit. Lib. JJ 0. Br EDX; Cap XX1H: 


th} Athau., de Comm. Fat; Pair, ii & Sp. Cal. li, Hos 
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allegorical Senſe. Amarath ben Choncala, in hi; 
Commentary on the Sanzah (1), ſays, that the An- 
gels being created by the Breath of the Almighty, a 
were the Souls of Men, there cannot be any this 
material iu them, as there is nothing ſo in the Soul 
Of Mau. 

Some Authors would introduce a Medium, to 
reconcile the jarring Sentiments of Div ines on this 
Flead. Gregory (m), and Foaunes Damiſienns (n), 
atirin, hat Angels ſeemn corporeal with relped 
79 God, and incorporeal in compariſon of Meu. But 
this Opinion is palpably abſurd. There cannot 
be ſuch an eſſential Diflerence between one Spirt 
and another; as it can never be that the molt ſub— 
tile Particle of Matter ſhould paſs for Spirit, and 
have no £xteniion. Indeed, the Syſtem of theſe 
well meaning Doctors bas met with few to em- 
b ace it, and as few to refute or defend it: And there- 
fore I ſhall content myſelf with examining the 
Reaſons of the two preceding Opinions ; the one 
of which aflerts that Angels are corporeal, and 
the other makes them purely ſpiritual. 

Thoſe who maintain the former Opinion ſup- 
poſe a Difference between good and bad Angels. 
They ſay that bad Angels, before their Fall, bad 
Bodies compoſed of mott {imple and impatiible 
Air; which ſince their Apoſtacy, is become grols 
and condenſed by the infectious Proximity of ter- 
reſtrial Objects. Hence they are now capable ot 
being tormented by Fire, which before could not 
act upon it by reaſon of its extreme T hinnefs and 
Subtilty. This Hypotheſis explains the Manner 
bow a material Fire makes Impreſſion on celeltiil 
Beings, which had been created impaſſible. Bit 
theſe Doctors fall into another inſuperable Diff 


culty; for if it was neceſſary that the Bodies : 
| eV! 


(1) A Book of Afzlametan Traditions. (m) Afoxa!, Lib. U. 
Pag. 203. (u) Jean Damaſ, Lib, II. Pag. 189, 
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evil Spirits, in order to their being acted upon by 
Fire, ſhould be firſt condenſed by the Vapours of 
the Earth, how can it be ſuppoſed that the Souls 
of Men, being purely ſpiritual, ſhould be attected 
by this material Fire? They mult certainly be 


| made, like the Bodies of Angels, of a thin Air, 


which is condenſed by the Vapours of the Earth; 
or elſe they muſt be formed of ſome terrelirial 
Subſtance. But on both theſe Suppoſitions, the 
human Soul will be material; an Opinion gene— 
rally rejected, not only by all the Nazorezes, but: 
even by a great Number of Philoſophers ot dit— 
ferent Religions. 

Moſt Divines, who have aſſerted the Materia- 
lity of Angels, ſpeak but doubtfully of the Spi- 
rituality of the human Soul. Indeed, if th Soul 
can exiſt in a ſeparate State, taſte Joy, Pleaſure, 
and feel Pain, without the Affiſtance of material 
Organs; what Occaſion is there to atctibe Bodies 
to Angels? To this perhaps it may be replice, 
that, as God beilowed Bodies on all other Crea- 
tures, 'tis not likely he would deny the lame Þa- 
vour to Angels. But this is a very weak Argu- 
ment; for God indulged every other Creature u 
material Body, becauſe all Creatures, Angels on- 
ly excepted, Were to live among ſenſible and ma- 
terial Objects. This made it necctiary for then: 
to be inveſted with Organs of the fame Matter. 
But Angels have no other Manſion than that ci 
the Deity ; they encircle his Throne, and are * t= 
petual Spectators of his Glory, Greatneſs, Pow 
and Immenſity; they need no Food; they tale 5 
no Pleaſure but in contemplating the onder; 
of their Creator. Of what Service then could u 


material Part be to Creatures of this Kind? Gt 


none ſure; a pure Spirit can perform all tht 
Funions. God never does any thing it van; 
aud therefore it is evident, he would not give Fo 
Aa 3 RN 
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dies to Celeſtial Subſtances, who can make no 
Uſe of them. 

I'hele are very good Arguments again lt thoſe 
Who will not allow Angels to be pu rely fpiritna}. 
However, this Docirine is impugucd by very ſpe— 
cious Objections. “ You argue, ſay the Mate- 
A r:al;/ts, tor the Immateriality ot Angels, from 
„that of the Soul of Man; but we deny its be- 
ing ſpiritual, and believe, that nothing is abſo— 
% lutely immaterial, except God. Where is the 
„ impoſſibility for God to endue a certain Num- 
ber Of thin material Particles with a Faculty of 
* Thinking, and of Thinking to all Eternity? 
Before you advance the Immateriality of An- 
gels, prove that of the Soul. Demonſtrate, 

& that God could not endue Matter with Con— 
„ ſciouſnels, and a Faculty of Moving. Till 
this be firſt made good, we may juſtly deny, not 
only that Angels are diveſted of Bodies, but 
& even that our own Souls are immaterial.” 

Thou knoweſt, dear Monceca, what a thorny 
"Queſtion this is, viz. Whether God can endue Mat- 
ter with a Faculty of Think: ng: The moſt cele- 
brated Philotophers have been very much divided 
on this Point. A great Number of our Rabbics 
belicve the Soul to be immortal, and at the ſame 
Time material. The modern Divines among the 
Nazarenes unanimouſly reject this Opinion; tho 
it was ſtrongly maintained by ſome of the moſt 


eminent Fathers *. It is not then fo eaſy as at 


firlt it would ſeem, to prove that material Bodies 
can be of no Uie to Angels. It muſt firlt be 
ſhewn, to a Demonſtration, that there are other 
Beings, beſides God, which are purely fpiritna), 
and which cannot be material, even by the [nter- 
roſition of Omnipotence. Indeed, all Sar 

phers 
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phers of any Note are agreed, that the Soul can 
de immaterial if God will have it ſo; ſince no 
greater Power is required in a ſpiritual Being, to 
create another ſpiritual Being, than to make a 
material one out of nothing, and afterwards en- 

due it with Senſation and Ferception. But at the 
ſame Time many allert, that God, if he pleaſes, 
can endue mere Matter with Underitanding ; and 
and that no greater Power is neceſlary to give a 
material Being Thought, than to make a ſpiritual 
Subſtance act on a material one. And therefore, 
before it can be proved that it would be abſolute— 
ly impoſſible for Angels to have Bodies, and even 
material Souls, if it ſhould fo pleaſe God, a Man 
muſt demonſtrate clearly what are the utmoſt 
Bounds of Divine Power. 

It is not under the Patronage of Philoſophy on- 
ly that thoſe, who ailert the Materiality of cele- 
ftial Intelligences, ſhelter themſelves. The Few: 
and Nagarene Doctors who follow that Opinion, 
plead the Authority of Revelation to jultity it. 
he Rabbies inſtance ſeveral corporeal Appatri- 
tions of Angels; ſuch as thoſe vouchſafed to A- 
bram, Lot and Tobit; and they cite the Example 
of Facob, with whom an Angel wreltled a whole 
Night. Beſides theſe Authorities, which are com- 
mon both to Jews and Nagarenes, the latter ad- 
duce ſeveral others from ſacred Books peculiar 
to themſelves. But it mult be granted, that theſe 
Arguments are not altogether ſo demonſtrative 
as thoſe who advance them imagine. 'Theic Op- 
ponents deny, that the Bodies with which thoſe 
Angels were cloathed, when they appeared, were 
the true Bodies of thoſe celettial Intelligences, 
They alledge, that they only borrowed them to 
ſerve the preſent Turn, and fulfil the Orders of 
the Deity. There is one very ſtrong Reaſon to 
tayour this Opinion, If Angels were always in- 

veſted 
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veſted with Bodies as ſtrong, groſs and weighty, 
as that of a Man, how could they vaniſh away 
in an Inſtant? In proportion as they aſcended in- 
to the middle Region of the Air, they ought by 
Degrees to diſappear from thoſe who had {een 
them; unleſs they ſhrouded themſelves in a Cloud, 
in which Cale there would (till remain great Dit— 
ficulties. But if we ſuppoſe that they had aflumed 
only an aerial Body, it was eaſy for them in a 
Moment to expand and diſſipate that fluid Matter, 

If I might be allowed to declare my Thoughts 
on ſo knotty and abſtruſe a Subject, I would fay 
that no celeſtial Intelligence, purely ſpiritual, e- 
ver aſſumed a real Body. The Example of J. 
cob does not affect my Opinion ; for, as the Sou! 
acts on the Body by the Divine Power, in like 
manner might a ſpiritual Angel have acted on 
Jacob's Body for a whole Night. As for the 
material Subſtance which appeared to the Eves of 
that Patriarch, it exiſted only in his Imagination. 
This Effect was produced by the Power of God, 
who, according to the general Law eſtabliſhed 
by him, rendering it impoſtible for the embodied 
Soul to have any clear Idea of Spirit, repreſents 
it always under the Image of ſome corporeal Be— 
ing, of which we have a diſtinct Notion. 

In rejecting the material Vehicles which ſome 
tell us that Angels aſſume, we deltroy at once 2 
Number of chymerical Monſters, conlecrated by 


the Name of Religion, not only among us Jews, 


but even among Chr:i/tians. We entirely demo- 
liſh the abſurd Notion of an Incubus and SFuccu— 
bas, maintained by ſo many different Authors. 

This Hypotheſis demonſtrates, that, as Devils are 
ſimple Spirits, *tis impoſſible they ſhould bezct 
material Creatures, or have any criminal Com- 
merce with one of the human Species. By the 


ſame we ſhew the Talſity of all the {ion 
| ales 
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Tales concerning Faunt, Sylvans, Satyrs, Nymphs, 
Lamia, Lemures, Manes, Larve and Penates, 
which are pretended to have been Demons, who 
aſſumed the Bodies of thole falſe Deities. 

The Inſtant we deny abſolutely the Poſlibility 
of the Union of Matter with the ſpiritual Etlence 
of Angels, there remains, in order to excule the 
Fables of Men begotten by Devils, only one 
fingle Objection, as falle as it is impious. But it 


is {o ridiculous and abfurd, that I ſhall not ſpend 


Time in.1vtuting it. I ſhall content myſelf with 
only obſerving, that, as the Almighty did never 
permit the Devil a Power of overturning the 
molt fixed Laws of Nature, he has, by this Re- 
ſtraint, prevented all the horrid Diſorders which 
mult otherwife have enſued. Indeed, what Con- 
fuſion would be introduced in the World, it the 


Devils, in a wanton Fit, ſhould get three or tour 


Thouſand Girls with Child! Did this ridiculous 
Opinion generally prevail, our ſalacious Ladies 
would never want a fair Excuſe to palliate their 


Conduct; and all Capid's Baſtards would te fa- 


tiered upon Old Nick. 


| ſhall conclude my Epiſtle with a Paſſage from. 
the Author of the Count de Gabalis, who refutes 


this Doctrine with great Humour, and at the ſame 
lime with great Strength of Reaſon. “ Our Di- 
vines, i TI, are far from aflerting that the 
“Devil is the Father of all thoſe Children who 
have a clandeſtine Birth: They teach that the 
„ Devil is a Spirit, and conſequently he cannot 


* procreate. Gregory of Ny ſa, replied the Count, 


„does not fay fo; for he maintains, that De- 
4 


* ner as Mankind. I am not of his Opinion, 


* ſud I; but it may happen ſometimes, as our 


Doctors ſay, that 


Do not tell me, inter- 


* rupted the Count, what they ſay; for then you 


„ would 


mons multiply one another in the fame Man- 
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would offend a modeſt Ear. What a ſcanda. 
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lous Evation have they fallen upon here! tt js 
really furpriling, that they ſhould be fo unanj- 
mous in to ſinutty a Notion ; and take a ſingu— 
lar Pleaſure iu poſting luſtful Hobzoblins, 19 
take Advantage of the idle Beſtia! ity Of Aw: 
chorets, and to give Birth to certain miracy- 
lous Men, Whole illuſtrious Memory they 
blacken by ſo ſhameful an Origin. Do they 
call this philoſophizing? Is it worthy of God, 
to ſay that he has ſo much Complaiſance for 
Devils, to vouciſife them the Gift of Procre- 
ation, which he has denied to the greateſt Saints; 

and to reward theſe lewd Obſcenities, by cre⸗ 
ating, for. theie Embrios of Iniquity, Sou!; 
more heroic and noble than for ſuch Bodies , 
are formed in lawful Marriage? Is it con— 
ſiſtent with Religion, to aflert, as your ne 
do, that the Devil is able, by this deteſtab 

Artifice, to im Pregnate a Virgin in her Ju 
without Prejudice to her Virginity ? This Opi- 
nion is as abfurd as the ſcandalous Story which 
Thomas Acquiuas relates in his fixth Quodlibet, 

of a young Woman lying with her own !. 
ther; to whom, the ſage Doctor tells us, the 
like Adventure happencd, as ſome heretical 
Rabbies feigu to have befallen the Daughter ct 
Feremiab, whom they declare to have concur 
ved the famed Cabaliſt Bea Syrach, by going 
into the Bath immediately aiter the Prophet.— 
if I might preſume to interrupt you, Sit, ſard 
I, I would not ſcruple to allow, that it had 
been better if our Divines had hit on ſome o- 
ther Solution, which might have been lets of- 
fenſive to chaſte Ears; or it were to be wiſh 


they had abſolutely denied the Facts Which gave 


Rile to this ſenleleſs Queſtion *.“ 15 
| | wy 


* Count de Gaba!is, IV. Entretien, ſur la fin. 
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[| ſhall add nothing to this Obſervation. Our 
Author expoſes lufficiently the Abfurdity of theſe 
pretended Copulations of 1zcr:bzs or Succubus 
with human Creatures; and plainly evinces how 
expedient it is, both for the Sake of Modelty and 
Religion, abſolucely to deny tac Poſſibility of any 
ſuch Thing Ry 

Farewel, dear Moxceca; the God of thy Fathers 
bleſs thee. 


Cairo, ***. 
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HE Engliſh, dear Iſaac, complain juſtly 

| of the vaſt Number of foreign Authors, 
who, preſuming to give the Hittory of 
England, groſely mitrepreſent the Laws and Cu— 
ſtoms of that Kingdom A Friend of mine, a 
Whig, mentioned to me the other Day, with great 
Indignaiion, thoſe wretched Compilers, who take 


upon them to write the Hiſtory of a Nation with 


which they are utterly unacquainted. Theſe mer— 
cernary Seriblers dilgrace the Majeſty of Hiltoty, 
and at the ſame 1 ime fully the Glory of thole 
i!luſtrious Heroes whom they preſume to treat 
of. Obſerve, ſaid my Friend, how fhamefully King 
William, King George, the Dake of Marlborough, 
and ſeveral other great Men, are miſrepreſented in 
ve wretched Continuation of Rapin. Can any 
ting be more horrid and fpocking to a good Man, 

| than 
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than to ſee the braveſt Heroes expoſed to the venal 
Pen of an infamous Vagraut, a needy Spendibrift, 
a Parcel of degraded, vagaboud F who, being 
ſtarved in their native Country, were forced to ſeeſ 
for Subſiſtence in a foreign Kingdom, by printing 
impertinent Rhapſodies, and vending Lies? If all 
Readers were knowing enough in the Affairs of Eu- 
rope, to perceive the KRidicule and Abſurdity of uch 
pitiful Performances, the Engliſh would be leſs; pro- 
voked by thoſe ſcandalous Libels which they have 
the Inſolence to call Fliſtories. But how many ia 
France, Germany, Italy, Sc. form an Idea of bur 
Engliſh Heroes from the Calumnies of theſe N Hab. 
ſodies! Fur how contemptible ſoever they be, there 
are nevertheleſs Perſons ſo weak as to adopt li 
they ſay as accurate and judicions. Should a ſup - 
ſtitious Italian be asked what Idea he had furmed ii 
William III. Iam perſuaded he world chuſe to take 
it from the Picture which the Contiauators of Ra- 
pin have given of him, and not from what Rapin 
himſelf, and other wiſe and diſintereſted I1:/torins, 
have ſaid of that Prince. 

The moſt odious Circumſtance with reſped in 
infamous Libels is, that they are not only privt-... 
but even anthorized by Privileges or Licences 7/0; 
our beſt and moſt faithful Allies. This ſceming Al 
probation raiſes the Credit of them very highly «- 


mong Strangers, who do not attend that thoſe Li- 


Cences are granted only with reſpect to the Imre, 
fron, but no ways with regard to the Subject or Hul 
ter of the Book We are very ſenſible that the L:- 
berty of the Preſs ought not to be invaded ; but - 
do not think that the Exceſs of it oaght to be toler 
ted in this Manner. We are of Opinion, that b 
Government ſhews too great Lenity in this Reſpect. 
and this Lenity is daily abuſed: Witneſs the Piece 
containing the Hiſtory of the Affair of Count Bon- 
neval with the Marquis de Prie. This Book, thi” 
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expreſly forbid by the States of Holland, was lately 
reprinted at the Hague, ander the fictitious Title of 
Count Bonneval's Memoirs, ander the Protection 
of a Head and Tale, newly added to ſerve as a Paſ- 
ſport to the Body of the Book. Thus the moſt wil- 
3 Libels are every where diſperſed with Im- 


punity. 


Men of Learning and good Senſe are ready enough 
to purſue with Satyr and Criticiſm, the dull aud 
flat Sequels of Don Quixot, or of the Comical Ro- 
mance, c. But world they not be better employed 
40 point out the Blunders, aud prevent the Miſchief 
of falſe Hiſtories? This would be to vindicate the 
Memory of a Number of brave Heroes, woo doubt 
leſs deſerve Apologiſls as much as Cervantes or 
Scarron. I loſe all Patience with the French Li- 
terati, when I ſee them ſtaud up with the utmoſt 
Zeal in Defence of an Author of a Romance; while 
they tamely look on when the Memory of a famous 
General, and an illuſtrious Monarch, is murdered by 


Scoundrels, If any Perſon ſhould preſume to publiſh 
in Paris ill natured Criticiſins on Homer or Virgil, 


we ſhould preſently ſee Troops of Writers take the 
Field to windicate the Honour of theſe rexowned 
Poets: But there are daily ſold in that City, [inn- 
dreds of ſcurrilous Libels, in which all the great 
Men of latter Ages are treated with the higheſt In- 
ſolence; and yet no Perſon reſents the Indignity. 
% far from it, that many purchaſe and read theſe 
Books ; and ſome are ſo ſilly as to approve of them 
for uo other Reaſon, but becauſe ud Body thought it 
worth while to refute them. © It the Books in 
'* queſtion, ſay they, were ſo bad as they are re— 
preſented by ſome, they had not pailed without 
Cenſure in this Age of Criticiſm. But ſince 
nothing has been written againſt them, we con- 
clude they are approved by the Learned; and 
conſequently we have no Reaſon to reject 
VoL. IV. B b e 
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them.“ Sach commonly 1s the feeble Reaſoning 
of juch as juage ſuperficially from the Opinions of 
oeh r People, A moſt faiſe and ill-grounded Judg- 
mens indeed, which ought to be expoſed by all who 


pretend io Learning. Whenever they neglect ty d) 


this, their Conduct deſerves the higheſt Blame; 


fince he who ſuffers falſe and dangerous Opinions 10 


1 


freud, when it is in his Power to prevent them, 


aegleets the Public Welfare; he is a bad Member 

of Society, aud forgets his Duty to himſelf, as well 

as to his bellow-Creatares. | 
do not know, dear [/aac, what thou wilt think 


of this Eueliſumau's Complaints, but I could not 


help believing them to be juſt. I look upon 
Hiſtory as the ſacred Depoſitum of the Actions of 
great Men; and therefore it is an unpardonable 
Crime to offer to violate it, by blending T ruth 
with Falſhood. No Pretence whatever can ex- 
cuſc ſo criminal an Action. Should we ſuppoſe 
the Author an Enemy to the Nation whoſe Hiltory 
he wiitcs, he is nevertheleſs obliged not to fality 
Facts. Great Men are cqually related to al! Na- 
tions; they are Citizens of the World, in as 
much as they do Honour to the human Nature in 
general. A German has a Right to be offended at 
a {reachiman who offers to ſully the Glory of the 
Duke of HMariborougb; and a Spaniard may jultly 


be angry with an Ezglifþmaz who refuſes Marſhal 
iillzrs the Elogiums he deſerves. 


It were to be wiſhed, for the Reputation of 
Hiſtory, and for the Advantage of thoſe who ſtud) 


it, that all Hiſtorians would conſider themlelves 


as Members of the Commonwealth of Letters, 
torgetting entirely their Relation to any other 
Country; and that they would propoſe no other 
ind in writing than the Inſtruction of Mankind, 
the immortalizing laudable Actions, and rendering 
Guilt Odious aud contemptible. But alas! 3 

ew 
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few aim at ſuch a glorious Mark; the greater 


Part are prompred by mean and ſelfiſn Motives. 
One ſells his Pen to an avaricious Bookteller, 
who ſtrictly charges him to mother all the Truths 
that may prove ungratetal to the Nation among 
whom he defigns to vend the Hiitory. Another 
js the mercinary Fool of a Party; and therefore 
his Works are ſtuffed with ſatyrical Declame ions 
Hence we may obſcrve, that all 
Books of Controveriy are partial and illufory; 


they never give us a fair and candid Narration ot 


Facts. No Hittorian who was a eit could 


| ever do Juſtice to tne Merit of a Proteſtant Hero; 
| even fuch among them as boaſt the greateit Impar— 
tiality, have not been able to forbear blending 
| their Applauſes with ſome odious Relirictions, and 
ill- natured Reflections 
| even the molt celebrated of them, cannot bear to 
| commend certain 479/:zi/ts, who yet deſerve the 
{ Eſteem of the whole World. 
Authors are often but too ready to cenfure, with- 
| out Examination, the Conduct of all who protets 
| the Romo Religion. | 
Some Hiſtorians write merely to flatter the 
Prince whole Subjects they are born. They ſet 
| themſelves to compoſe a fine Romance, which they 
| dedicate to their Sovereign, and call it the Hil- 
| tory of his glorious Actions; and the conceited 
Monarch ſeldom fails to ſwallow the Bait. His 
Vanity makes him believe that he is really poſlet- 
| ſed of all theſe Virtues which a vile Flattercr 
gives him; and that he has actually performed 
thoſe Atchievements which are aſcribed to him. 
He rewards liberally the fulſome Sycophant for all 
bis ill-placed Panegyricks and falſe Encomiums ; 
and this extravagant Generolity gives Rite to Hun- 
| weds of Hiſtorians, who put Pen to Paper with 


The Janſeniſt Writers, 


In ſhort, Froteſtant 
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no other View than to take Advantage of the 
Vanity of a Man who pays ſo largely for Lies. 

It is no Wonder, dear Jſaac, that a good Hiſto- 
rian ſhould be ſo rare a Thing in theſe latter Ages. 
Betides, the ſingular Qualifications neceſſary to 
make a Man excel in this Character; it is ſcarce 
poſſible for I'ruth to appear with Impunity. This 
Virtve which is in every Body's Mouth, and which 
al] Men pretend to ſeek, is nevertheleſs cruelly per- 
iecuted. Let an Hiſtorian but honeltly unfold Mat- 
ters, and tranſmit them to Poſterity in theic true 
Light, without any Varniſh or falſe Gloſs; this 
Candour will get him a Number of formidable 
Enemies. If he is defirous to live a quiet Life, 
and fleep in a whole Skin, he mult reſolve to dil- 


guiſe Facts, and ſometimes violate Truth; and 


even then it will be hard to pleaſe all Parties; 
every one examining with a critical Eye, whether 
in ſome Inſtances he inclines not to the Side of 
their Opponents. It often happens, that by flatter- 
ing all, he is hated by all. What a Number of 
Authors has met with this Fate? They are jultly 
puniſhed not only for not daring to ſay what they 
knew to be true, but alſo for ſaying what they 


knew to be falſe. 


The Diviſions and different Sects which prevail 
in Europe, are not the greateſt Enemies to true 
Hiſtory. No; Princes who fancy their Honour 
engaged to defend their Anceſtors, and imagine 
mat every Thruſt at the Memory of a Foretather 
is a mortal Wound to themſelves; theſe are the 
terrible Scourges of the upright Hiſtorian. A 
Frenchman trembles when he writes on certain 
Subjects. An ambiguous Word, one ſtrong Ex- 
preſſion, one Syllable miſplaced, may ſend him to 


the Baſtile for the Remainder of his Days. Inſtead 


of having his Study adorned with the Bults of 
Tacitus and Suetonius, to prompt him to pry, ho 
5 thele 
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theſe brave Romans, into the Springs of Politicks 
and Myſteries of Courts, he muſt have his Walls 
hung with Plans of Caſtles, where State Priſoncrs 
uſe to be confined. Theſe mult ſerve as a perpetual 
Memento, to write with Caution, and beware of 
taking too great Liberties with his Pen. A German 
Author is in no better Situation than the H-each- 
man; Princes being as jealous of their Authority 
on the other Side the Rhine as on this. In Trab, 
Portugal and Spain, the Hiltorian has not only 
the Monarchs, but likewiſe the Inquitition, to 
dread. In Englaud, one would imagine a Writer 
might ſafely ſpeak his Mind; and yet even here 
he runs great Hazard, and ſeldom otfends any 
one Party with Impunity. If the honeſt Man does 
not endanger his Life or Liberty, he at leait dit- 
turbs his Repoſe, and creates to himſelf a Num- 
ber of Enemies, who graſp all Opportunities to 
defame, and, if poſſible, to ruin him. In Holland, 
Hunger, Thirſt and Poverty, produce the fame 
Effects on Hiſtory-Writers, as Fear and Reftraint 
do in other Countries. On the one hand, an a- 


poſtate Monk at Amſterdam, or the Ilugue, im 


order to move the Compaſſion of his new. Bre- 
thren, and obtain a Florin a-Week more Pay, 
writes a Thouſand Falfitics again{t the Papilts „ 
and blindly adopts the groſſeſt Calumnies forged: 
by their worſt Enemies. Every thing ſuits his. 
Purpoſe, provided it will but ſwell his Book, 
and perſuade the World that he bears a mortal! 
Hatred to the Religion he has abandoned. On 
the other hand, ſoine Fe/a:t, or Molinift Prieſt, 
having conveyed himſelf into Holland, in a Lay- 
man's Habit, with a Sword by his Side, acts the 
Part of a Spy for his Brethren, and publiſhes all 
their Calumnies againſt the Proteſtants ; or perhaps: 
ne ſlanders them without Mercy in ſome wretch. 
ed Rhapſody of his own compoſing. He is paick 
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for this Service; and indeed it would be impoſſible 
for bim to ſubſiſt, except on the Profits of Fal- 
ſhood and Lies. 

A wretched Lacquey has the Impudence to 
publiſh, in Holland, Memoirs of the Regency during 
the Minority of Lewis XV *, and a pitiful Phy- 
{ician republiſhes them under the Title of The 
Life of the Dake of Orleans, in order to aſſiſt a 
greedy Bookſeller to impoſe upon the Publick, 
in making them purchaſe a Bundle of Lies a ſe— 
cond and third Time. Indeed, to expect that a 
good Hiſtorian ſhould ever be found among ſuch 
SCribblers, is as abſurd as it would be for us 
'Fews to expect our Mefliah from Japan. The 
one is juit as probable as the other. So far ought 
we to be from any ſuch ridiculous Expectation, 
that we have Cauſe to fear that the wretched Per- 
tormances of theſe Writers will bring a Diſgrace 
upon Hiitory in general, and put it out of Requelt. 

Theſe pititul Authors ſeem to be loſt to all Mo- 
deity. As they write merely for Pay, there is no- 
thing ſo falſe or wicked that they will ſcruple to 
advance, whenever they imagine it may be of 
any Advantage to promote their fordid Gain. It 
they take a Fancy, that they may poſſibly obtain 
a {ma}l Penſion from a Monarch, they inſtantly 
take up the Pen, applaud at random the molt 
trifling Actions, juſtify the moſt wicked, and cen— 
fare the moſt praiſe-worthy. If this be not enough 
to gain their ſordid End; after they have balely 


flattered the Prince, they are ſo mean as to coax | 


and whcedle his Miniſters; and if this too prove 
incttectual, they will not ſcruple to dedicate their 
Works to ſome Clerk of the I reaſury, or even 
to a Valet-de-Chambre. The impudent Pride of 
theſe Scribblers is fill more ſhocking than their 
infatiable Thictt of Money; for ſome of them, 

| | | 1 entirely 
.* See Foarnal Litteraire, Tom. XIII. Pag. 451. 
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enticely regardleſs of the Contempt they are held 
in by the Publick, have the Effrontery to criticiſe 
upon the moſt celebrated Authors. How info- 
jently have theſe Paper-blotters treated the learned 
Bayle, tho' they had ſcarce Capacity enough to 


underſtand his Writings. 


And now that J am cenſuring theſe low Wri- 


| ters who have the Aſſurance to attack the Me- 


mory of the greateſt Men, I will take Notice of 
an impertient Reflection I obſerved ſome Time 


| fince in Moreri. Thou knoweſt that this Prieſt, 
| having got ſome ſmattering of Hiſtory, compiled 


a large Book of very little Value, in an alphabe- 
tical Order, which ſome Perlons of Learning 
have vainly endeavoured to correct and improve. 
See how this Bigot ſpeaks of the famous Tha- 
anus, the modern Tacitus or Livy; the wileſt and 
moſt impartial Hiſtorian that France ever produed. 
Thuanus, lays he *, who favoured the Calvinilts, 
c. Can there be any thing more provoking, 
than to ſee ſo great a Man ſo baſely flandered ? 
For is there any thing more certain, than that 
Thuanus lived and died a Papiſt. It is plain from 
Moreri's Expreſſions, that he would have us be- 
lieve that this great Hiſtorian was a Froteſtant in 
his Heart, and that he wrote ſome Things with 
a View to favour that Party Unhappy, dear /ſaac, 
is the Fate of illuſtrious Men and impartial Writers! 
Whenever they dare be honeſt and ſpeak the Truth, 
a Thouſand horrid Slanders are trumped up to de- 
preciate their Authority. Perſons, who onght 
never to mention their Names without the utmolt 
Veneration, will preſume to explain their Inten- 
tions, and penetrate their Hearts. What an Ab- 
lurdity is this in the Republic“ of Letters! Shall Mo- 
reri cenſure and bely Thuauus? O tempore! O 
mores! Shall we wonder after this, that the whole 
Corps 


* In the Article of calvin. 
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Corps of the Jeſuits ſhould riſe up againſt thi; 
great Man? Shall we be ſurpriſed, that Fariey 
ſhould have publiſhed a ſcurrilous Book again(t the 
renowned Arnauld; and that Arnauld himſelf 
ſhould have writ another ſtill more criminal againf 
the Prince and Princeſs of Orange, when they were 
advanced to the Britiſp Throne? It is the Deltiny 
of great Men to be abuſed by paultry Writers, 
This is a Circumſtance eſſential to true Glory; 
a Tribute muſt be paid to Envy and Malice. 

Adieu, dear Iſaac; never ſuffer thyſelf to be 
impoſed upon by the impudent Falfities of Slan- 
derers. 


London, . 
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LETTER CLXXXVIL 
AARON MoNCECA fo Jacos BRITO0. 


DINBURGH, my dear Brito, where ! 
have now been for ſome Days, is a ſpacious 

City, and extremely well built. It ſhares 
the ſame Fate with all Capitals, which are not 
the Reſidence of their reſpective Monarchs. In- 
ſtead of growing, it is ſcarce poſlible for it not 
to loſe ſomething of its ancient Grandeur. Scoc- 
land in general ſuffers by its Union with Ezz- 
land; and the Scots have frequent Occaſions to 
obſerve the Difference between a Country gc- 
verned by its own Sovereigns, and the fame rc- 
duced to the Form of a Province. It coi: the 
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| gain their End, and entirely ſubdue the Scots. 
| For this Nation being naturally haughty, valiant, 

| warlike, and jealous of its Rights, ſubmitted, 
| with the utmoſt Reluctancy, to a foreign Power; 

and always diſcovered a Diſpoſition to ſhake off 
that Yoke which they imagined the Emgliþ in- 

tended to wreath upon their Necks. 


Few Revolutions have happened in Ezgland but 


the Scots have had a Finger in the Pye. They 
generally declared for the Side of the Queſtion 
oppoſite to the Exgliſg; or if at any Lime they 
happened to favour them, it was never with the 
* Conſent of the whole Nation. There always re- 
| mained a Number of Malecontents, ready to en— 
gage in any Enterprize which might embaraſs the 


Government. Of this Sort we may juſtly reckon 


| the whole Body of the Highlanders. 


The Scots are divided into two different Kinds 
of People, whole Manners, Cuſtoms, and even 


| Language, have ſcarce the remoteſt Similitude to 


cach other. The Gentlemen, and all the Inhabi- 
tants of the Towns and low Countries, ſpeak 
the ſame Language with the Exgliſh. They are 
polite, but at the ſame Time proud. They are 
commonly Men of Genius, ſtudy the Sciences, 
and love the polite Arts. They are not perhaps 
poſſeſſed of all the Virtues of the Ezglih; but 
then they are Strangers to many of their Vices. The 
Scots who inhabit the Highlands ſpeak a Language 
called Gachlet or Erſe, which is alſo ſpoken by 
the native Iriſg. Many of them wear yellow 
Shirts, and live pretty much after the Manner of 
Savages. They were formerly vaſtly prone to 
Inſurrections; and their Diſpoſition is ſtill per- 
haps the ſame, but they find it infinitely more dif- 
ficult for them now to rebel. King William cau- 
led build ſeveral Forts in the Midſt of their Moun- 
tains. He was the firſt Prince that entirely ſub- 

dued 
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dued them, and taught them Loyalty: Mor 5 
this to be reckoned among the eaſtett Atchiuyc- 


ments of that illuſtrious Hero. But thele Cita— 


* 


» of England. Thou wilt perhaps be pleated, de. 


dels which the Eagliſh built in the Highlands dis 
not ſtrengthen their Iutereſt in Scotland fo much 
as the Union of the Scots Parliament with ti; 


Brito, to learn ſome of the material Circumttan— 
ccs of that Union. 

There were formerly in this Kingdom Eltates 
General, like thoſe who meet in Landen, and at. 
fume the Title of Parliament. Theſe Ettates vicd 
to regulate all publick Affairs, and nad the fame 
Authority here, as the Eugliſh have in their Coun- 
try. It was in Queen Auue's Reign that the Eg. 
liſß formed a Deſign of uniting the two Kiny- 
doms ; and ſo incorporating them into one State, 
governed by one Parliament. It was no caly 


Matter to accompliſh this Project, and yet it wa 


at laſt effected. They repreſented to the Scozs, 
that this Union would be of mutual Advantage 
to both Kingdoms; and that a certain Conjunc- 
tion by inditloluble Ties would endue them with 
great Strength to oppoſe the common Enemy: 


And indeed it was but natural to ſuppoſe, that 


the common [Intereſt of the Ifland required ſuch 
an Union. However, in ſpite of the vigorous 
Oppoſition of a great Number of able Scozſmer, 
who had a quite different Notion of the Matter, 
the Eugliſg having gained over, partly by Argu- 
ments, and partly by Intereſt, the greater Num— 
ber to their Party, they at laſt ſolemnly united 
the Parliament of Edinburgh with that of London. 
By this Union the Scots are allowed but a very 
few Seats in the new Parliament, while the Eug- 
liſh preſerve all theirs as before. This conſider- 
able Diſparity, with regard to the Exgliſh and 
Scots Members, gives the former a certain Majo- 
rity 
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riry of Voices, and ſo makes them abſolute Ma- 
{ters of all Dcbates. This threw valt Difficulties 
in the Way, betore the Union was ſettled and 
entirely compleated. Several Parties were formed 
among the Scots. Some, under Pretence of Zeal 
for their Country, pleaded to have the Fropolals 
of the Eugliſhꝭ abſolutely rejected. Others con- 
{ſented to receive them, but inſiſted that the Num- 
ber of Scots Members ſhould not be reduced; and 
that all, who had a Right to {it in the Scots Par- 
liament, ſhould have Seats likewile in the united 
Parliament of both Kingdoms. But the artful 
Engliſy knew how to take Advantage of theſe 
Divillons, and make them ſubſervient to gain their 
main End; ſo that after ſeveral warm Debates, 
and ſome flight Commotions, the deſired Union 
was reſolved upon, and cemented for ever. 

If the Scozs, dear Brito, have ſuffered ſome little 
Inconveniences by the Loſs of their Privileges, 
they have gained on the other hand a great many 
conliderable Advantages, which it was impoflible 
they could ever have enjoyed while they were a 
ſeparate Nation, and, as it were, foreign to Exg- 
land. How many Times mult they have been ex- 
poſed to the Fury of Wars, either civil or foreign? 
To ſpeak only of domeſtick Commotions, is not 
the Diviſion between two Nations, governed by 
the ſame Monarch, neceſlarily attended with the 
moſt tatal Conſequences ? 

The Authors of the Continuation of Rapin's Hi- 
ſtor) have well enough deſcribed the violent Di- 
ſturbances excited in Scotland by the Union be- 


fore it could be concluded. But, as is uſual with 
them, they abandon themſelves to their enthuſia— 


ſtick Spirit of Controverſy. Nothing can be more 


j inſolent and ſeditious than the following Reflec- 
tons. “ To procure that Peace, and that Increaſe 


cc of 
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„of Power, ſay they *, it was by no Means ne. 
ceſſary that Scotland ſhould be reduced to a worſe 
Condition than Ireland, which, though a con- 

*© quered Kingdom, has yet preſerved its Parlia 
ment. It was enough that Scotland ſhould bing 


* 


5 *© itſelf by an authentick and irrevocable Act ne- 
i * yer to acknowledge any other King but him 
* * that ſhould ſway the Engliſp Sceptre. All that 
5 Was done more than this was over-ſhooting 


the Mark, and ſerved to no other Purpoſe than 
to degrade Scotland, by rendering it in propor: 
bi tion as dependent on England as Britany is on 
'F France. As ſo few Scots Members, added to 
= „% a great Number of Ezg/;fp, were now to com- 
b „ pole the Br:z:fo Parliament, which was to de- 
F'  * cide all Matters by Votes, did not this give the 
| 
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1 „ Engliſh a manifeſt Superiority, an abſolute Cer- 
ö „ tainty of ſucceeding in all their Meaſures ! 


ee 


1 „ That Clauſe, repeated almoſt in every Article, 
bl & Unleſs the Parliament of Great Britain ould 
b & think proper to alter it, gives up, at once, all 
_ "ns „ the Rights and Privileges of Scotland into the 
1 „ Hands of the Ego. That odious Reſtriction, 
„ allowing only ſixteen Scots Peers to fit in the 
« Houſe of Lords, at the ſame Time that no 
% Engliſh Peer was excluded; the Subjection of 
« the Admiralty of Scotland to the Lord High 
% Admiral of Euglaud; the Alteration of theit 
„ Weights and Meaſures; their Subjection to 
« theſameT axes with the Exgliſh, and to have them 
&« levied in the ſame Manner; did theſe contri 
e bute to ſecure the common Peace, and enecreaſe 

3 ce the Power of the Iſland; or rather to point out 
1 & in plain Characters the Superiority and Sove— 
bl e reignty of England? Indeed, it was but jult that 
W | « thoſe who had ſold their King, ſhould one Da) 
1 « take Vengeance on themſelves, by ſelling thei 
g | “% Soyercignt) 
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„% Sovereignty and Independency. 
| « *tis with the utmoſt good Nature J make theſe 
Reflections, which fall within my Province as 
an Hiltorian. 
and wilh I could perſnade others who may think 
| « themſelves leſed by the Union, that *tis better 
it ſhould continue on its preſent Foot, than 
| © that they ſhould attempt to break, it even tho? 
| « they were ſure of Succels.” 
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I proteſt, that 


I am even perſuaded myſelt, and 


Is this, dear Brito, to write the Dignity and 


| Impartiality that becomes a Hiſtorian? Could the 
Author of a defamatory Libel ule harſher Expreſ- 
| tions? Can any thing be ſaid more ſevere than 
the following Paſlage : Indeed, it was but fuſt that 
| thoſe who had ſold their King, ſhould one Day take 
| Vengeance on themſelves, by ſelling their Sovereiguty 
and Independency. 
| Enzhſ Government is very indulgent, or rather 
very much of a philoſophic Caſt, to ſuffer ſuch 
inſolent Reflections to pals with Impunity. In 
| Paris, all Books written with the leaſt Freedom 


G Y 
It mult be owned, that the 


of Thought, or reflecting in the leaſt on the ill 


| Conſequences of Superitition, are immediately 
ſentenced to the Flames. 
Libels on the Government pals unheeded; and 


In London, defamatory 


Contempt is the only Puniſhment inflicted on the 
guilty Authors. This perhaps is Exceſs of Leni- 
ty, and too great an Encouragement of Slanderers. 
Nothing can be ſo ridiculous and impertinent, 
as the Proteſtation made by the above Coutirnua- 
tors, That they had no ill Deſign in makiag theſe 
Reflections; and that they wiſh thoſe who fancy 
themſelves aggrieved may never attempt to recover 
their Rights. Is it not a very likely Way to dil- 
pole Men to the Love of Peace and Loyalty, to. 
reproach them in the ſharpeſt Manner with their 
tame Submiſſion to the Laws! And is this ſeditious 
Exhortation to Obedience ſufficient to gain this 
r Cc e 
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End! Lo ſee the Impartiality and Ditinterca. 


edneſs of thele pretended Hiltorians, let us read *F 
the following Fatlage. © It ever a People had zeit 
« a Right to take up Arms, the Scots had it on J 
that Occation; when the Queſtion was, W.. 


« dent People, or not. They were required t 
&« ſacrifice their Sovercignty, their Laws and I. 
&« berties, their Honour and Religion; a Lol 0 
« which even their Allegiance to a Sovereign 
« could not oblige them to ſubmit, much | 
« could the pretended Authority of a Parliamem: 
& a Parliament notoriouſly ſuſpected to have lutte 
« cal for their Country, and to hold a Corte 
„ ſpondence with thoſe who endeavoured to a; 
« prandize themſelves, by degrading and wea;: 
« ning it. The People knew their Right, thei 
« Power, and the Circumſtances which mad: 
« them formidable; and yet they went no tur- 
% ther than Complaints, and proving in Forn 
„that theſe Complaints were jultly grounded. 
« The Partiſans of arbitrary Power may perhaps 
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« Principles, cannot but own that the Sc (id 
% more than their Duty; and that they would not 
« have been ſo tractable in like Circumſtances.” 

I can ſcarcely think, dear Brito, that a Writer 
could have declared more expreſly, that the Sc 
did ill in not taking up Arms againſt their Sove— 
reign; and that, upon the free Principles of the 
Enzlijh, they ought (till to do it. If an Italian Je. 


{vir had been hired by the Pretender to write! 
Continuation of Kapin's Hiltory of EHHand, cout 
he have uſed other Language? I heartily pity tie la; 
Cale of thoſe who are not capable of di{tinguil- C 
ing between a ſeditious Libel and a true Hilton, be 
when they have this defamatory Cont: uation put n 
| © 


into their Hands. It fills their Heads wie 
| | deas, 
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deas, 


People in Hiſtory- writing. 


ot Letters can eaſily detect its Fa 
| 0! the Vulgar underſtand Frech. 
Egli T ranflator of Rabin, had more Judgment 


; than to concern himſelf with lis wretched Con- 
7 PI UATOYS. 


tery, or Naxareniſim, 
| vera and IIollaud, 
Scotland. Epiſcopacy is eltabliſned only in £22 - 
land and Irelaud; 
Country: 
here. 
i the Scots the Rites and Ceremonies of the Church 
| of England. He even obliged them to receive Bi— 
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[deas, and bewilders their Minds in the Mazes 
of groſs Error, while they blindly ſwallow the 
Sit Reflections of thoſe wretched Scribblers. 
only often mentioned to thee, dear Br27o, and 
o to [aac Onrs, this Cautiuuution of the n Il. oy 
Kugland; becauſe 1 never yet contulted it but 
alcovered new Blunders in it. Some o. wels 
betray ſuch groſs Ignoratice, that we can lcatce 
believe Our Eyes when we read them. As a Spe- 
cimen of this, 1 ſhall oniy refer thee to one Pal- 
ſage, where thele accurate Geographers oblerve, 
that wo Ship can paſs through the Streights of Gi⸗ 
braltar, without being expoſed to the Cannon of 
tat Garriſon. A Man mult be very ignorant not 
to know the breadth of thote Streights: or, if he-: 
know them, he mutt be an errant Simpleton to 
fancy that a Cannon-Ball can reach from one 
Side to the other. But the greateſt Blemiſh in the 
Performance, and what renders it utterly con- 
is the Author's notorious Purtiality. 


temptible, 
The lealt Reflection on this Circumtance will 
{convince us how dangerous it is to employ ſome 


This Book perhaps 
will not do much Hurt in Raglan; becauſe Men 

\fities, and few 
Me. Tind tl, the 


To return to our Subject, dear Brito, Presby- 
luch as is profelled in Ge-. 
is the cltabliſhed Religion in 


ſo there are no Prelates in this 
Simple Paſtors are the only Clery 
In the Year 1604 James I. impoted upon 


8 ſhops, 
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ſhops, ſpite of the Oppoſition of the Presbyterian 
Minitters, who generally hate the Eg pre. 
lates as heartily as the Jeſuits do thoſe ot the Ca. 
{ican Church who never admitted the Conſtitution 
This very Innovation drew afterwards infinite Ca. 
lamities on all the three Kingdoms. During these 
Contutions the Presbyterian Governinent got the 
upper Hand in Scotlaud; Prelates were turncd 
out, and Things were ſettled on the ancient 10: 
ting, and have continued ſo ever ſince that T ime, 
The Scwurs Literati are blended with the Lage 
I:ifp. They write in the ſame Language, and 149 
DiltinEtion is made in the Republick of Learning 
between an Author at Edinburgh and one wit 
writes at London. They are conſidered in the 
tame Light as two Freachmen, one of whom writes 
at Paris, and the other at Lyons. Since the Union 
of the two Nations, the Scots have a Riylit to 
ſhare in the Glory of Sir [ſaac Newtoa, Mr. Locle, 
and Dr. Clarke; jult as a Native of Languedi 
puts in his Claim for a Share in the Fame of 
Boileau, Mallebranche, and other illuſtrious Pn 
ſiuns. The Scots, however, have had ſeveral chi 
nent Men among themſelves. Beſides the cele- 
brated Dr. Barnet, whole ſingular Merit and learn- 
ed Works, eſpecially his excellent IIiſiery f th: 
HKefur mation of the Charch of England, raiicd bim 
to the Epiſcopal See of Salrsbary, and whom I had 
occation to mention before *; I ſhall only take 
Notice of the famous Buchanan, Preceptor tv 
James VI. King of Scotland. This Gentleman 
was an accompliſhed Stateſman, a great Hiſtos an, 
and an excellent Poet. lu the laſt mentionce 
Character, even we eros, as well as the Aare 
rencs, are indebted to him for a molt elegant La- 
tin Verſion of all David's Pſalms. | his tinge 
Work makes his Memory dear to the whole \W 01's, 
a e- 
. * See Letter CLX. 
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a few Monks excepted. Theſe were painted a 


little too ſtrongly in ſome of his other Poems; a 
Reſentment they had drawn upon themſelves by 


| their violent and crucl Perſecutions. His Hiſtory 


v/ Scotland, writ in beautiful Latiz Proſe, is a 


noble Performance; with all humble Submiſſion 


to the Zacobiter, who can never forgive his Free- 
com in deſcribing the wanton Amours of the 
bleſſed Mary Stewart, As to his Jas Kegui apud 
Scotos, it never diſpleaſed any but ſuch as were 
born Slaves to arbitrary Power, and the bigotted 
Patrons of Paſſive Obedience. | | 

Farewel, dear Brito; favour me with thy News. 
| purpole to return ſoon to Paris, and will not 
write again till J have got thither. 


Edinburgh, x. 
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LETTER CLXXXIX. 


IS AAc ON IS ro AARON MON CEA. 


GYPT, my dear Monceca, has been in all 
Ages the very Sink of Superſtition: And of 
all the Heathen, none have carried the Fol- 


lies and Extravagances of idolatry to ſuch a Height 


as the ancient Egyptians. Even after the Naza- 
rene Religion had deltroyed, in this Country, the 
batetul Worſhip of Idols, there ſtill remained a 
preat many Cuſtoms repugnant to Reaſon. The 
new Religion could not extirpate the natural 
Love the Egyptians had for Judicial Aſtrulogy, 
their blind Faich in chymerical Predictions, and 
the Dread of certain natural Effects, which the 

WET V ulgar 
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Vulgar call Prodigies. So far from it, this Re- 
ligion adopted thele ridiculous and criminal $y- 
perſtitions; and they are at this Day but too much 
in Vogue among the Egyprrans. 
Mahometiſm, which ſucceeded the Naxarene Re- 
ligion, has given new Force to theſe old Errors. 
The Trrks are naturally ſuperſtitious, and extreme: 
ly fond of Soothſayers and Divination : And there 
is not a City in the World in which there are ſo 
many Perſons, who pretend to foretel Things to 
come as in Grand Cairo. Some pretend to di- 
cover the greateſt Secrets by the Help of the Stars: 
Others, among whom are many of our Brethren, 
fancy they can untold the deepett Myſtery by look- 
ing into the Cabala. Numbers ſet up for Inter- 
preters of Dreams; pretending to be as learned in 
this idle Science as ever the Chaldeans were. lu 
ſhort, here are many Perions who boaſt their Fa- 
miliatity with Devils; by whoſe Means they know 
whatever they have a mind. 
All theſe pretended Prophets, dear Monceca, are 
ſo many notorious Cheats and Impoltors. heir. 
only Aim is to impoſe on the credulous Vulgar, 
by the Help of certain hard Words which they 
themſelves do not underſtand; and by a few wiy 
Faces, which make Impreſſion on none but Fools Wi 
and Ideots. A true Philoſopher, to detect the! 
Falfity of their Predictions, needs but alledge the 
following Argument: God having referved to i © 
himſelf the Knowledge of Futurity, no Creatuic Wi © 
of what Species ſoever can poſlibly penetrate into 
it, without an immediate Revelation from the | 
Deity; which I prove thus: Every thing which 
befals Mankind depends on the Liberty which 
God has indulged them; and none but God is able 
to know what U ſe they will make of it. If the Uic 
of Man's Liberty was writ in the Stars, or known 
to the Devil, the Agent would be neceffarily de- 
termincd, 
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termined, ſpite of himſelf, to one fixed Courſe of 
Action. But I would ask, whether ever there 
was a Man in the World ſo raſh as to maintain, 
that all Mankind, in the very Moment of their 
Birth, are ſo fatally tied to a certain I'rain of Ac- 
tions, as that they have no Power ever to deviate 
in the leaſt from them. I ſcarce believe the moft 
rigid Janſeniſt will venture ſo far to deltroy the 
Power of Free-Will. If we allow Mankind but 
the loweſt Degree of Liberty, we neceſlarily de- 
itroy the pretended Regilter of the Plancts, and 
the Foreſight of Demons. If Man has a Power 
to determine himſelf, we may hence conclude, 
that God alone can know what Courſe he will 
tollow. My Argument is plainly this: If the Fate 


| of Man is writ in the Stars, he is not endued with 


any Liberty, either natural or moral ; he muſt a& 


| in conſequence of what is written in theſe Books 
| of Fate. If, on the contrary, Man be endued 


with a Liberty to determine himſelf to Good or 


| Evil, the Science of Attrology is utterly uncer- 


tain. A Perſon therefore mult be infatuate to re- 
gard the vain Predictions of the Pretenders to that 


| Art. If Reaſon could not open Mens Eyes; yet 


methinks the Falſity of theſe altrological Prophe- 


| ties (of which new Proots daily occur) might de- 
monſtrate the Abſurdity of them. 


In declaring my Sentiments thus freely con— 


cerning Judicial Aſtrology and Necromancy, I 
cannot think of ranking the luterpretation of 
| Dreams in the ſame Claſs. 1 will not deny, but 


molt of thoſe who ſet themſelves up for lnter- 
preters of them are vile Impoſtors: And yet I muſt 


| think, that there is often in our Dreams ſome- 


thing ſupernatural, the Cauſe of which we can- 


not comprehend. Thou wilt perhaps wonder, dear 


//onceca, to hear me aſſert an Opinion which ſeems 
at firſt Sight unworthy a Philoſopher. Pardon 


my 
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my Weakneſs. I have exerted my utmoſt Endea-. 
vours to overcome my Prejudices; I have con. 
ſulted the belt Authors on the Subject; but all my 
Study and Care have ſerved only to confirm my 
old Opinion. I am juſt going to give thee ſyn 
Account of the Arguments which weigh mot 
with me on this Occaſion. I detire thy I houghts 
on the Subject, and will acknowledge the Ob!i94- 
tion, if tnou wilt undeceive me in caſe | be in an 
Error. 

Authors both ancient and modern agree in diſ- 
tinguiſhing Dreams into two Clalles. The fe 
contains thole that are divine; and the ſecond thote 
that are natural. This Divition has been allowed 
by the Heathen Philoſophers, as well as by thy 
Fewiſh and Nazarene Doctors. It follows then, 
that they all niuſt have believed there are {ome 
Dreams from God, fince they ranged them under 
a Particular Claſs and call them divine. This is 
the firſt Thing which gives me a Prejudice in ta- 
vour of nocturnal Revelations; a Circumitance 
ſo much the more remarkable, that it has been 
admitted by learned Men of various Nations, aud 
directly oppoſite in their religious Sentiments. 
It may be ſaid that Dreams have been univerſal- 
ly eſteemed ſupernatural. [I he Fews I am fure 
cannot dovbt, but there are many of this Kind, 
We learn from our ſacred Books, that God re- 
vealed in a Dream to Ab:welech King of Gerar, 
that Sarah was Abrabam's Wife *. By the lime 
Means was Pharaoh King of Egypt informed ot 
the ſeven Years of Plenty which were to be tol- 
lowed by as many Years of Barrenneſs tf. © hus 
God acquainted Nebzchadnezzar King of Buhlan 
with the future State of Empires by the Viton of 
a Statue, whoſe Head was Gold, the Arms and 
Breaſt of Silver, the Belly aud Thighs of brats, 

| ae 


X Genef. XX. 3.— 7. 1 Gene xli. Nang £. 
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made the Foundation of a general Syſtem : 
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the Legs of Iron, and the Feet partly of Iron and 
partly of Earth *. God made uſe of a Dream to 
prevent Alexander from deſtroying Feraſulem. * 
ſep 4, our own Hiſtorian, informs us f, that Ja- 
4 the High Prieſt appeared to this Monarch in 
a Dream, and promiſed him the Conquelt of the 
5 Alexander ſome time after being offended 
the Fews, marched out againſt them with a De- 
; zu to chaſtile them ſeverely : But Joddas, being 
aamoniſhed by God in a Dream the Night before, 
went forth to meet him cloathed in his pontifical 
Veſtments. The angry Monarch, calling to Mind 
that this was the ſame Figure that had appeared to 
him in Macedonia, immediately changed his Reto- 
lution, offered Sacrifice in the Temple, and grant— 


ed the "Jews all the Privileges they detired. 
| After ſuch authentick Teſtimonies, dare any Per- 
| fon aſlert, 


that God never conveys a Revelation 
of his Will to Men while they are afleep? I know, 
dear Monceca, that ſuch Jews and Naotarenes as 
that what God has 
cone in ſome extraordinary Caſes, can never be 
. hey 
tell us it would be ablurd to infer, that there is 
ſomething ſupernatural in Rain, and in the Sound 
of Rams Horns; becauſe God has ſometimes ſent 
extraordinary Floods, and the Walls of Jericho 
fell down at the Sound of ſuch Trumpets. They 
alledge that theſe are particular Miracles, which 
haveno manner of In fluence on the or dinary Courſe 
of I'hings ; that when they happen, God acts con- 
trary to the eſtabliſhed Laws of Nature; and this 
happens fo ſeldom, that it is quite ridiculous for 
any Perſon to make it a Rule to authorize a chy— 
merical Diſtinction; there being no Proof that any 
Dreains ſince the Days of Adu, three or four on- 


lf 


Dan, ii. i. and 31.—33. 
i. Azti7, Fudaic, Lib. XI. Cap. VIII. Pag. 554, 
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Iy excepted, have been owing to any other Means 
than what produces theſe that are allowed to 

natural. | 
Some Free- Thinkers, and ſeveral Philoſopher; 
who are neither Jews nor Nazarezes, make hor: 
Work with this Difficulty, utterly denying thy 
Truth of the Dreams mentioned in our ſacred 
Books. Dreams, according to them, ariſe trom 
no other Canſe than the Images impreſſed on the 
Imagination by the FTranſactions of the Day, 
Every one has Viſions according to his State aud 
Profeſſion . A Lover dreams of amorous In— 
trigues; a Miſer of his Treafures; a Courtier of 
_ Honours and Places; a Military Man of Cicges 
and Battles; the Counſellor pleads Cauſes in tis 
Sleep, and the Attorney draws up Declarations; 
a Farmer-General dreams of Theft and Rapine; 
a Janſeniſt of Enthuſiaſm; and a Jeſuit of Frand 
and Tyranny. The Cale is juſt the fame with 
reſpect to Women: The Coquet dreams that ſhe 
is impoſing upon her Lover; the Inconſtant that 
ſhe is making new Slaves; the Prude in her Sleep 
repeats her tedious Maxims; the Devotee dallics 
with her Director, or flanders her Neighbours; 
and the Proſtitute revels in Pleaſures, with which 
ſhe was not able to ſatiate berſelf in the Day-time. 
The Men I am now fpeaking of quote 77, 
ſens, who, being deſirous of imitating Hercule, 
always had this Hero preſent to his Imagination, 
in the Night as well as the Day. They mention 
Themiſtocles, who was fo jealous of Mit 
Trophies that he could not fleep for them. | cy 
are ſure not to omit Marce!lzs, who uſed often 
to dream that he was fighting a Duel with 4 
| OW- 


be 


F Somnia que mentes ludunt volutantilus umbris, 
Nec delubra Deum, nec ab athere numina mitiunt, 
Sed ſbi quiſque ſacit, Nam cum proſtrata ſopore 
Vrget membra quies, & mens ſine poudeore ludit, 
£vidquid lace ſeeit, tenebris agit. Petron, Satir. Tag. 178, 
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However, notwithſtanding the natural Dreams 
of theſe great Men, I am of Opinion this ought 


| not to deſtroy the Belict of others, which plainly 
| have tomething ſupernatural in them. 


Becauſe a 
Thing happens ſometimes in a certain Manner, 


| we mult not conclude hence that can never hap- 


pen otherwiſe. Thus, when we allow that the 


| Dreams of Theſens, of Miltiades and Marcellus, 
| prove that great Men have ſome Dreams with- 
| out any thing ſupernacural in them; we may {til 
| aflert, that, by the divine Favour, they may be 
| indulged others giving them Notice of future E- 
| Vents. 
| related by the greateſt Writers, and ſometimes 
| by the moſt celebrated Philoſophers, which an- 
| thorize the Reality of ſupernatural Dreams. Theſe 
| {trange Narrations are not made by ignorant Per- 
| ſons, ſuperſtitions Monks, or by Authors of Ro- 
mances, but by Men of known Genius, and uni- 
verſally approved Learning. 


Hiſtory has perſerved numberleſs Facts, 


Joſephus informs us, that Archelaus Governor 


| ot Judea, thought he ſaw in his Sleep ſome Oxen 
| cating up ten Ears of Wheat; which an Eenian 
Jeu interpreted to be a Prediction of great Cala- 


mities, in which that Prince was afterwards in— 
volved *. 


We read in Herodotus, that the Daughter of Po— 


licrates Tyrant of Samos, dreamed that ſhe ſaw 
ber Father raiſed aloft in the Air, where Jupiter 


watered him, and the Sun anointed him; and the 


© dreadtul Conſequences of this Dream did but too 
E evidently prove the Truth of it. 
of Cambyſes's Lieutenants, gave Orders ſoon after 
that Policrates ſhould be hanged on the Summit 
of a Mountain; where Jupiter waſhed his Body 
with Rain, and the Sun anointed him with his 
own Fat f. 


For Oreſtes, one 


Plutarch, 


Artig. Jud. Lib. XVII. Cap. XV. 
Herodot. Hiſt, Lib. III. Pag. 180, 


0 
"i 


„% der him. This frightful Viſion having awaked 
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Plutarch, who mentions ſeveral notturna! Re 
velations, relates, that the Friends of Pn, fir. 
named the Thmnaerer, dreamt that Sclency; cauſed 
him to be tried betore Wolves and V ultures ; and 
that after theſe Blood-thirſty Judges had palled 
Sentence, he diſtributed 'a large Quantity of Pro— 
villons among his Enemies. This Omen was toon 
followed by the Death of Piolemy, and the entice 
Defeat of his Army *. | | 

Cicero, that vaſt Genius, whoſe Works bare 
becn the Admiration of Ages, tells us a ſurpriſing 
Story, which none can read but mult believe there 
is often in Dreams ſomething ſupernatural and 
predictive of future Events. Two Arcadia, 
&« ſays that ilaſtrions Roman, who were Friends, 

arrived in Megara; and being obliged to part 
from each other, one of them went and lodged 
&« at an Inn, and the other at the Houſe of an Ac- 
% quaintance, where he generally uſed to ſtay, 
„ The Perſon who lodged with his Friend fuy 
& in a Dream his Companion, who conjured hin 
ee to come to his Aſſiſtance, to fave him from the 
« Maſter of the Inn who was juſt going to mur- 


ce him, he ſtarted up, flew out of the Houfe, and 
« made the beſt of his Way to the Inn. After he 
« had gone a little Way down the Street, he rt 
ce flected it was only a Dream, and therefore went 
« back to Bed again. He had not been long aflecy, 
« til! he again ſaw his Friend covered all over 
« with Blood and Wounds, beſeeching him, fince 
ce he had not thought proper to ſuccour him while 
« living, at leaſt to go to the Gate of the City and 
ce ſtop his Body which the Inn-keeper, who had 
e murdered him, was carrying off in a Dung-Curt. 
« The Arcadian, being much more ſtruck wi 
& the ſecond Viſion, ran in Haſte to the Ciry-Gate f 
| an 


* Put. in Opere Quare Deus Male“. Danam diff, Tag. 519 
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K and immediately after ſeeing the Dung-Cart, 


« he cauſed it to be ſtopt; and the dead Body be- 
« ing found, the Murderer was ſeized and put 


& to Death *.” 
The ſame Story is alſo related by Valerius Na— 
ximus f; and ſince ſo many credivle Authors have 


Cthought it proper to be tranſmitted down to Po- 
(fterity, I can ſee no Reaſon any Perſon has to 


treat it as fabulous. If Matters of Fatt, atteſted 
by the beſt Authors, ſhall paſs for Faltfities and 
Impoſture; what a wide Gap will this open to 
univerſal Scepticiſm! In this Caſe we can be cer— 
tain of nothing. I know no Right any Body has 


[to alledge that Cicero intended to impoſe on his 


Readers, by gravely telling them a Story which 


[hc himſelf did not believe. One may jultly con- 
der as abſurd the miraculous Tales which are 


found in the Legends of a Friar, though the Fal- 


E tity of them cannot be ſtrictly demonſtrated. I here 
are good Reaſons to check our Credulity here. In- 
[tereſt may prompt a Monk to favour Superſtition, 
[to invent Fictions, and ſet them off with an Air 
Jof Truth: But can it be ſuppoſed that a Xhan 
[ Conſul, a great Philoſopher, and, in fine, a good 
Man, would be capable of ſuch an Action? Conld 
a Perſon of Cicero's Character have any Motive 
to impoſe upon Mankind; or could he hope to 
F reap any Advantage from their Credulity ? 


To the Dream juſt now related from Czecero, I 


hall add one of ahbowet II. the Night before the 
taking of Conſtautinople, an Account of which we 
find in all the Authors who have written that Em- 
Eperor's Life. He fancied he ſaw an old Man, of 
a gigantic Stature, deſcending from Heaven, and 
putting at ſeveral 1'imes a Ring on each ot his 
Er ingers. In the Morning he called for an Inter— 
Eprieter, who aſſured him the Dream {1,nitied that 


vo I. IV. 1 3 
* De D:yin. Lib. J. Pag. | & Lib. . Cap. VIII. Tag. 38. 
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diately he ordered the City to be ſtormed, and be. 


Flock, dreamt that a Wolf was carrying of ; 
Sheep, which he particularly deſcribed to bis Son, 


true. But this Argument is really of no Weight, 
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he ſhould obtain the Empire of Greece, Imme. 


came Maſter of the Place, which all his Succer 
ſors have choſen for their Reſidence ever fince. 

There are a great many more ſuch Incident, 
which plainly evince that Dreams are often Re. 
velations from Heaven. A famous Philoſophe: a 
Naples mentions ſeveral; and aſſures us, that hr 
was an Eye-witnels to a Circumſtauce of a pry 
extraordinary Nature. He relates, that a She. 
herd, ſleeping at a conſiderable Dittance from h, 


and bid him riſe. The young Man obeying tj 
Father's Orders, found the Wolf jult devourity 
the very Sheep which had been ſpecified to him“ 

I am ſurpriſed, dear Monceca, that any Perſon 
ſhould doubt the Truth of divine Dreams, afte 
tuch demonſtrative Proofs of the Reality of them 
What ſtronger Proof of Facts can be defired thn 
the Teſtimony of the greateſt Men of all Ages! 
The Ancients as well as the Moderns agree it 
vouching the Truth of noQuurnal Revelations 
They muſt therefore be admitted by all who ar: 
not abſolute Sceptics in Hiſtory. There is {ll 
one feeble Objection to be urged by thoſe of at 
oppoſite Opinion, v:2. that Dreams ſuppoſed t 
come from Heaven were really produced by nr 
tural Cauſes, and that Chance only made them 


jor what may not that Perſon deny, who is td! 
alcribing all Things to Chance! He will call tte 
moſt viſible Actions of Providence as the mere 
Sport of Fortune. Is Vice puniſhed ; is Vite 
rewarded? All js mere Chance. Should G00 
work a Miracle to manifeſt his Power, he mul 
not have the Glory ; it mult be aſcribed to Cha 


Alexander ab Alexandre, Ctmal. Djerum, Lib. I. Cap. AJ 
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Imme.- 

nd be NoSyſtem ſo dangerous as that which allows too 
Uuccef arge an Influence to the Concurrence of fecond 
ince uſes. They are Frec-Thinkers who plcale 


hemſelves fo much with the Words Chance and if 


ident. 
en Rene. 

\.. Adieu, dear Moxceca; let me have thy Anſwer 
pher Ui 7 


15 ſoon as poſſible. 
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him“. 


Fetſa Shall here anſwer, dear Iſaac, thy laſt Letter 
4 alte | touching the Reality of divine Dreams. 1 am 
Jo indeed ſurpriſed, that a Phitoſopher, and one 
ed than 


who is ſo well acquainted with the molt ſecret 


Ages! Springs of Superſtition, ſhould adopt the fantaſti— 
Free Meal and ill-grounded Opinion which alcribes ſome— 
= thing ſupernatural ro Dreams In order to con- 
pho ar 


vince thee of thy Error, and remove thy Prejucices, 


is H hall give a particular Anſwer to each Objecti- 

of a_ on, and in the fame Order thou halt propoicd them. 

oſed to Firſt of all, thou foundeſt thy Opinion on our 

by nr acred Books. | grant indeed they mention ſu— 

e ten natural Dreams, but then they ſpeak of them 

Veit as Things miraculous, on which, we ought not to 
) is 


eltabliſh any general Doctrine. 80 far irom it, 

call te tat they adviie us in ſeveral Places not to give 

e Me the leaſt Heed to them “. 

Vit WE They inform us, that noQurnal Illuſions have 
d Cal mige Multitudes. They go (till further, and 


1 mu ſtrictly prohibit us to give any Credit to them. 7s 
* ball not have, ſay they, any Soothſayers ;, neither ſh: 


| 2 ys 
ap, 03) I * Cicero De Divinat. 25 ll. Cap. XX. rag. £925 


not tortured by Remorſe *. Cicero, whoſe Au- 


greateſt Stickler againſt nocturna! Revelations, 


the Faifity. of whatever can be ſaid againſt it. be- 


316 JEWISH LETTERS. 
ye regard Dreams, nor uſe Divinationt, after the 
Manner of the Heathen. Here we have a cle 
and expreſs Command; and which, if I miſtake 
not, ſufficiently, authorizes us to rejeq whatever 
can be urged in favour of myſterious Dreams. 
What thou argueſt from the Opinion of tome 
learned Men in this Matter is eaſily refuted, A! 
Men of Letters are ſo far from countenancing the 
Reality of ſupernatural Dreams, as thou pretend- 
cit, that Numbers of the firſt-rate Geniuſes have 
in all Ages oppoſed this Belief. Ariſtotle make; 
no Diſtinction between Dreams; but aſcribes them 
all to natural Cauſes. He ſays, that virtuous Peo— 
ple have generally more agreeable Dreams then 
the vicious ; becauſe their Minds are calm, and 


thority thou haſt cited, is of all Philoſophers the 


He indecd produces ſome Reaſons to anthoiite 
them; but afterwards he utterly refutes and de- 
{troys then. The only Reaſon why he ſtarts Ob- 
jections to himſelf is, that he may have a fairer 
Opportunity of eſtabliſhing his Syſtem, by ſhewily 


ſides, this was always the Manner of the Acad 
mics in their Diſputes: They propoſed the Arzu. 
ments. on both Sides, and carried them as fer 35 
poſſible; and the Deciſion was never made till all 
had been fully and diltinly examined. It is 10 
way fſurpriling then, that Cicero, who was pfo— 
feſſedly of that Sect, ſhould inſtance every Par. 
cular which may ſeem to prove the Reality d 
ſupernatural Dreams. He was ſenſible be could 
ſhew the Impoſſibility of any ſuch thing wheat 
ever he thought proper. To be ſatisfied of 5 
we need but attend very flightly to his Argument 
on this Head. “ Nothing, ſays be, is ſo plan. 4. 


tit 


Ariſtotel. Eth. ad Nicem. Lib. I. Cap. XIII. Tag. 179 
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and Chimeras, 


| « deal of Pains to no Purpoſe. They 
% Advice to Men in their Sleep, which they ne— 
ver in the leaſt regard; nor indeed is it poll dle 
they ſhould, becauſe there remains not the Ic. 

| « Idea of it in their Memories when they awake 
Since the Gods arc intimately acquainted with 
the moſt ſecret Thoughts of Mortals, and wit 
whatever is neceflary for their Inſtruction ; they 
cannot therefore communicate to them the VV 1! 
ol Heaven in Dreams, 
| © before-hand they either cannot comprehend, of 
Z will not make Ule of. 
duct, as is entirely inconſiftent with the Charac- 
| © ter and Wildom of the Gods.“ 


F " To what 
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« that the Gods have nothing to do with the Dreams 
« of Mortals. Were they the Diſpenſers of them, 
« they would doubtleſs take care that Men Gould 
« reap the Benefit of their Gifts, in foreſceing 
« Things to come. But where is the Man who 
« was ever the wiler tor his Dreams? Who has 
% Judgment enough to unriddle the mylterious 
„ Senſe conched under them? Do not the mol 
« Part of Mankind look upon them as Illations 
and contemn fuch as are ſo 
« weak and ſuperſtitious as to regard them? It 
« muſt be owned then, that the Gods take a great 
y give pool 


Which they are fenliole 


This is luch a Con- 


After this tage Philoſopher has ſhewn by ſcve- 
ral other decitive Arguments, that "tis Impouiole 


| there ſnonld be any fuch thing as ſupernatural 
Dreams; he at lalt proves by a lingle Polition the 
= ignorance of thoſe who interpret, 
of thole who credit them. 
= © even grant, ſeys he, (which I ſh all never d- 


and tne Fo! UY 
T8 bs kangh | ove 


« the Reality of 1 e Inſpirations; y« n 


luſpirations would be entirely uſ-lefs, uo Pe: 


* fon being fa & Tagacious enough ro underitand then). 
urpoſe therefore ſhonld the ec, 
impart to us Advice which we ourſelres., can 
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not comprehend, and which none other can «x. 
« plain to us? This would, be as ridiculous, as if 
« a Carthaginian, or Spaniſh Amballador ſhould 
« make a Speech in their Language to the Senate 
of Kome, without one to interpret it along with 
* | 

It is here, dear Iſaac, we are to apply the two 
famous Axioms of Mallebranche, viz. God neger 
does any thing in vain. He always acts by the 
ſimpleſt Means. What can be more vain and uſe— 
leſs than Counſels given in Dreams? What can 
be leſs imple? 

To continue the Examination of thy Objeddi. 
ons; I ſhall now confider the Hiſtorians who have 
tranſmitted to Poſterity a Number of Dreams, 
and aſcribed the Cauſe of them to the Diety. The 
Authority of theſe Writers, in philoſophical Mat- 
ters, ſhould go for little. It is the Buſineſs of a 
Hiſtorian to relate Prodigies which fall within 
the Period of his Hiſtory; but it belongs to a 
Naturaliſt to enquire whether they ariſe from the 
Cauſes to which common Fame aſcribes them, 
Is there a Man in the World ſo credulous as to 
believe all the Miracles which he reads in Liz)! 
Are they not conſidered as the Effects of grols 
Superſtition? And yet Livy ought not to be blame! 
for relating them. He wrote the Hiſtory ot 4 
Country where thoſe falſe Miracles were received 
as the moſt undoubted Truths. He was under 
'a Neceflity of conforming to the Genius of fis 
Countrymen. His Character did not require him 
to enter into a philoſophical Detail of I hings, 
He did his Duty, it he gave ſuch a candid Narra- 
tion as might allow his Readers to judge of the 
"Truth of them. An Hiſtorian who relates a Pro- 
digy which he himſelf knows to be falſe, and h- 
bours to perſuade others to believe it, fails in i 
Duty: But if he contents himſelf with telling 


* Cicero de Devinat. Lib. II. Cap. LXIV. Pag. 
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ſimply what Mankind have generally ſaid of it; 
| this is no more than he ſhould do, and he ought 


319 


not to be cenſured for it. It is every Reader's 


| Bulinels to judge for himſelf how far Mankind 


| Taser. in the right. 


| Alexander ab Alexandro, 1 confels, 


A Hittorian ſhould be con- 
dered as a Reporter of a Caſe in Law; and a 
Prjtoſopher as a judge of it. 
As to the Philotophers, dear Iſaac, who favour 
ſupernatural Dreams, among whom thou rankeſt 
that ſome have 


| been carried away by the Prejudices of Education; 


and that, 


” A ** * 
E Eadie KS or oat. 
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lo far from endeavouring to enlighten 
the Mind, they have ſpent their whole Lives in 
ſearching out Reaſons ro confirm them in their 
Errors. This was the Cafe with thy Alexander. 
He was the Dilciple of Junianus Mafus a Neapo- 
litan: His Malter was a profeſſed Interpreter of 
Dreams; and he informs us, that he uſed to ſee 
Multitudes daily flocking to him, whoſe Dreams 
he always interpreted in ſo clear and exact a Man- 
ner, that many by his Counſel eſcaped the great- 
elt Misfortunes and ſaved their Lives *. Now, 
| would ask thee how far the Authority of this 
Alexander, ſo prejudiced from a Child in favour 
of an Opinion which he never examined after- 
wards, fhould weigh with an impartial and think- 
ing Man? To convince thee that his Authority 
is of little Significancy, I would obſerve to thee, 
that this Jauianus Majus, whoſe vaſt Erndition is 
lo much cried up by his Pupil, paſſed for a Cheat and 
an Impoſtor among the lels prejudiced Literati f. 
If thou wouldeſt but reflect, dear Iſaac, on the 
impertinent Stuff which has been writ by ſome 
learned Men, who ſtand up for the Doctrine of 
ſupernatural Dreams, thou wilt be obliged either 
to 


* Alexander ab Alexandro, Cenial. Dierum. Lib. I. Cap. 7 
Pag. 82 
0 — 


I Mart, cle Tao Diſquifit, Magicar. Lib. Iv. Cap. III. Quea. 11. 
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will procure true Viſions }. 
at Revelations is much more agreeable, and let; 


for a Bolſter. 
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to pity their Error, or blame their Impudenes 


Some of them have told us ſuch ridiculons a, 
ſurdities, that one would be apt to conclude th;; 
Detign was to abuſe the Credulity of Mankin: 
rather than to deliver their own real Sentiment 


Ceœliu, Rhodiginus aſſerts very gravely *, that tho 
who fleep in Sheep Skins are favoured with try: 


Dreams. He gives us a long Diſſertation on ti 
important Subject, wherein he explains the he. 


lief of Pagans with reſpect to the Skins of cert 
Animals. Are not theſe Reflections highly worthy 


a Philoſopher! If they ate juſt, the Dicty fcen; 
particularly fond of revealing himſelf to Butcher, 
and Shepherds; while Princes and Perſons of Ra 
have not the leaſt Chance for ſuch Favours. 4½ 
indeed has light on a happy Expedicnt to remyuze 
this Inconvenience. He informs us, that the Sto; 
called by the Greeks Exmeces, and very much rc: 
ſembling a Flint, being laid under a Perſon's Head, 
1 his way of coming 


offenſive to the Noſe than the former. Ver{ons 
of the molt ſqueamith Diſpoſition may mike Ut: 
of it without any Scruple. However, there re 


mains ſtill one Objection againſt this Method; 


fince a Perſon might run the Hazard o! getting 
Bunch on his Pate by uſing the Stone Ease 
Indeed, there ſeems but little Ret 
ſon to think a Man may lay it under bis Pillow; 
fince in that Cale the divine Effluvia, which Hue 
trom the Flint, being intercepred by a forcign bu 
dy, could not penetrate the Head; by which eas 
only the Pillow at moft would be inipired. | 
could be fick, dear Iſaac, with laughing at fach 


Noneſenſe. 


Cardin tells us of a way to ſupply the Want © 

{fs 
* Le . Anli zar. Lib. XXVII. Cap. XIV. Tag. ec: 
1 Plin. Hijt, Natur. Lib. XX XVII. Cap. X. 
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| we miraculous Stone. He aſſures us, that the 
dence, WP Scriptures laid under one's Head produce true 
1S Ad. Dreams; and if the Scriptures cannot be had, he 
e tizic WP {41s that the Books of thele Doctors whom the Na- 
nkind, arenen call Fathers of the Charch *, will do as 
ment, WF well. As to the laſt, I could calily ſuppote them 
t tho to be endued with a ſoporific Virtue; but that the 
h true BW Doſe may work the better, I would adviſe the 


0 tis Patient to read, before he go to Bed, half a Page 
1c Be. ot St. Bernard, St. Gregory, St. Azfelin, or ſome 
-ertan other of a like Stamp. I do not wonder that Car- 


vort i should afcribe to ſome Books a Faculty of 
ſeem) procuring Dreams. He himlelt communicated 


— AE + pm 
— — 222 * ” — = 
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tener wat Faculty to his whole Family ; ſo that he had 

Rauf tiever a Relation but was ſure to be inſpired every 

L Nigbt. Had a Man been no nearer Relation to | 
moe bim than Don Japhet of Armenia was to tie Empe- 1 
Stone tor Charles V. i. e. in the. Iwo thouſand and . 
ch 2 (izhteenth Degree 4, he was ſure of dreaming tu— 1 
reac, pernaturally, and having his whole Son! filled 1 
„ming with a dieine Afflatus. It is Cardin himſelf who [UN 
4 Iel; E acquaitits vs with this ſingular Piece of Intelli— 1 
erions WE gence :; and after this who can doubt its being 1 
e authentic? Muſt not that Perion be a downrizht pf 
re e. lußdel, who ſhould reject it as an idle Tale, un- "4 
tho, WWF worthy a Man of Learning, and ſufficient to dit- 11 


tina cicdit the Doctrine of ſupernatural Dreams. 


me lam of Opinion, that we may very fafely rank 
Rer. the Dream of Mahomet II. the N ont before he 
10w; WF tot Conſtantinople, in the ſame Cluls wich thoſe 
| ive of Cardau's Kinſinen. This Emperor was an 
0 Be. artſul Cheat, and a Man of no Religion, who 
leans WP cid not ſcruple to employ any Methods that might 
d. aſliſt him in the Execution of his Projects. He 
00 WF icy very well the Aſcendant which Superſtition 
I has 
int 0! 3 | P | 3 
RY ardan, de Rer. Varier, Lib. VIII. Cap. III. Pag. 103. 


ide Don Japhet d' Armenie, Comedie de Scaron. 
+ Cardan, de Rer. Va iet. Lib. VIII. Cap. III. Pag. 197. 
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has over the human Mind; and therefore, before 
he give Orders for a general Storm of the Cu 
he was deſirous to perſuade his Soldiers that Hca— 
ven had promiſed him the Empire of all Greece 
The Character of this Emperor, whom all Hit. 
rians brand with the Name of an Atheilt, did not 
ſure deſerve the Favour of a particular Rev; 
tion. If Mabomet had not taken Conſtantin le, 
his Dream would have been unerly diſregarded, 
It was Chance only that rendered it divine; aud 
it is the ſame alſo which gives Credit to other 
Dreams famed in Hiitory. 3 

The pretended Intcrpretations of Dreams are 
ſo uncertain, that thoſe who profeſs the Tr:de 
often contradict one another. A Man, who had 
reſolved to run at the Olympic Games, Crean:t 
that he was lightly carried in a Car erawn by 
four Horſes. Upon conſulting the Soothlayer, 
he was aſlurced he would win the Courſe. How- 
ever, to be (ti]] furcr of the Event, he goes to an— 
other Interpreter, who returned bim an Anſwer 
directly oppoſite to the former. Do 5% nt foe, 


ſaid he to him, that you'll be ont-run by forr bis 


vals, fince fuur Horſes ran befure you. 

A certain Impoſtor, who pretended to interpret 
Dreams, and had ſettled in the Suburbs of St. Ger- 
mans, told a young Man who conſulted him a- 
bout a Dream, in which he ſaw his Mittrets put- 
ting a Ring upon the Tip of his Finger, that be. 
would ſoon marry her. But another Fellow 0! 
the ſame Character, who lived in St. {{onvre-ſtreet, 
aſſured him, that fince ſhe had put the King on!) 
on the Tip of bis Finger, the Match would de 


brought almolt to a Conclution, and break ot 


all on a ſudden. Thus by crofliny the new Bridge 
in Paris, the Revelations of the Dicty became an 
realy contrary, Was not this Man finely 1! 
{tracted ? 


If 
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It were to be wilhed, dear Jſaac, that all falſe 
Prophets, who ſerve only to folter Superſtition, 
and perplex weak Minds, had been puniſhed in 
all Ages with the utmott Severity. However, I 
would have had a certain Curate of a Village par- 
doned for the Sake of his Wit, in an Attair of 
that Nature. He was in Love with a young Coun- 
try Girl; but could not hit upon any Expedient 
to gain his Purpoſe. Peggy, tor lo the young 
Damſel was called, had been married not many 
Days before to Colin, who had courted her a whole 
Year; nor had the Cares of the married State as 
yet lefſened the Force of his Paſſion. This per- 
plexed the Curate, who could not think of a Stra— 
tagem to ſatisfy his Deſires. However, Fortune 
befriended him at a I ime when he leaſt expected 
it. Peggy had a Dream, and that a very hideous 
one, in which ſhe fancied that ſhe ſaw a black 
and frightful Phantom ſtab the very Heart of her 
dear Spouſe. She immediately (tarts up, and runs 
to the Pariſh-Prieſt. Good Doctor, ſays the, I am 
come to tell you a ſad, ſad Dream; for God's Sake, 


tell me what I muſt dn to ſave poor Colin's Life. 


The Curate having heard the Dream with a very 
demure Face, and ſqueezing her Hand in ſuch a 
Manner as ſpoke the Leacher more than the Ma- 
gician; I cannot, Peggy, ſays he, conceal the Truth 


from you. Honeſt Colin is in great Danger; and 


[ kaow but one Way to ſave his Life, Alas! re- 
plied the pretty Country Woman, what can that 
Way be? Tell me what it is, and I will you any 
Reward you ſhall ast. I deſire no other Reward, 
ſaid the amorous Curate, ut thy dear Heart. Ex- 
plaining himſelf afterwards, Peggy reſiſted his De- 
fires at firſt : But at laſt, overcome with the Fear 
of Colin's Danger, ſhe conſented ſomewhat more 
chearfully than Alce/te did to the Reſurrection of 
Admetns. Aud now, ſays the Pricit to her, I will 

interpret 
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interpret your Dream. © The Phantom you #1; 
„is the Spirit of Contradiction ſo common 5 
* married Women, and which diſturbs very nn) 


„ the Peace of their Husbands. To prevent Ce 


& [iz from being tormented with this Goblin, by 
« always ſubiniflive and faithful to him: Ay 
% then you need not dread that his Lite will de 
„% in Danger.” This Exhortation, dear Tun,, wi; 
exemplary and paſtoral, and prod «ced good Ef 
fects in Peggy's Mind. Thank ye, kind Dr. 


ſays ſhe, for your good Advice, If I ſhall ever after 


happen to be troubled with bad Dreams, I wii! 1; 


fail to come and pay you a VLiſit again; provided you 


will accept of Payment for the Interpretation in !/; 


ſame Coin, and with the ſame good Will. 


Farewel, dear Iſaac; and cheriſh not a fond O. 
pinion of Dreams. To-morrow | ſet out for 
Paris, and will not write till J am arriv'd in that 
City. 

ö * 
Edinburgh, x. 
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LETTER: Kei. 


ISAac ONIS r AARON MoNCECa. 


an Account of the Adventure of the C. 

neſe who came to France along with Vu. 

quet the Jeſuit *, gave me infinite Pleaſure. | 
obſerve, in this entertaining Story, which at the 
ſame Time was ſo fatal to this unhappy Foreig , 
the political Conduct of the Society; and mne 
10 


1 Y Letter, my dear Monceca, giving me 


See Letter CXLVII. 
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no doubt but the Jeſuits would treat after the fam 

| Manner any other Perſon who ſhould pretume to 
| oppoſe their Deſigns. 
E theſe reverend Fathers to impriſon the Faxſern!/7« 
in Bicetre, and make them be ſcourged there jvr 
| the Glory of God, the Chineſe would not want 
Company. 
| ſhould all the Convulſionaries meet with ſuch | reat- 
ment. This Remedy, in my Opinion, would be 
more effectual to cure them of their Madneſs, 
than the beſt written Diſſertation, and ſtrongett 
Arguments. 
lowers of Abbot Paris had been ſcourged into 
their Senſes, it would be highly proper to take the 
| Jeſuits in their I'urn, and chaſtiſe them pretty ſe— 
verely for their immoral Actions. 


It it was in the Power of 


Indeed, it would not be much amits, 


I grant likewiſe, that when the Fol- 


To ſay the Truth, it is a Shame, that in ſo well 


governed a State as France, a Parcel of mere En- 
thuſiaſts, and a Set of proud crabbed Divines, ſhould 
E eternally dilturb the publick I ranquillity. 
certain, had Fouquet's Chineſe been acquainted 
with the ill-natured Diiputes between the Fa#/e- 
nuts and Moliuiſts, he would have carried into his 


native Country a ttill worſe Idea ot the French. 
= 6 


Jam 


What! would he ſay, this People who are 10 
ready to ſcourge Strangers, have not the Sente 
Did they imi— 
tate us Chineſe, they would act quite the re— 
verſe. Inſtead of abuſing Foreigners, who tra— 
vel among them, they would keep an Eye upon 
their own Prieſts, and make them reſponfible, 
not only for the ridiculous Follics which they 
make the ſimple People give into, but alſo tor 
the Tricks of the particular Idols whole V ota- 
ries they are. St. Paris turns the Brain of Thou- 
lands of the Pari/iunus. Come, ſhould they lay 
to the Pariſn-Prieſt of St. Medurd, you muſt pay 
jor your Patron Saint, aud be heartily whipt. 
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4 Jin, St. [gnarrns occaſtions many Troubles in 
the dtate; and therefore, dawn with your Breeches 
& reverend Father Jeſuits, ye ſhall be heartily flor. 
* ged for your Maſter's 5 If the Directors cr 
piritua! Farces were treat after this Manner 
they would at laſt give over.“ 
Thou knoweſt, dear Monceca, that the Chino 
act in this Manner. The Boxzees are account- 
able for all the Good or Evil done by the Idols 
whole Prieſts they are. Indeed, ſince they receive 
the Profit of the Offerings which are made them, 
it is but juſt they ſhould anſwer, in Return, for aul 
the Damage they do to the Publick. It frequent- 
ly happens in Ch:za, that, when a Man has long 
burnt Incenſe before a Statue, and offered man 
Hacrifices, and all to no Purpoſe, exaſperated at 
the Lots of his Money, he proſecutes the Bu. 
zZees, and requires the Prieſt to anſwer for the In— 
atrention and Diſregard of the Idol; and the Cauſe 
15 generally given in favour of the Plaintitt. 
Give me leave to remind thee of what thou thy- 
jelf wiit ſome Time ago to Jacob Brito, being an 
Extract trom a Voyage written by a Jeſuit *: + 4 
© certain Chineſe, who had a moſt ſtubborn and 
& fintailicul Idol, nettled at the needleſs Expence 
© he had long been at on its Account, and being 
« unwilling to be bubbled by ſo malicious a Goc 
« ſued him at Law before the ſupreme Council ot 
« Pekin. After ſeveral Sittings, in which tt 
© Bonzees made the beſt Defence they could i 
Name of the Idol, the [dolater gained the Cauſe. 
« Jhe Court having duly confidered the Merit 0! 
„the Plaintift's Claim, according to Juſtice con 
+ denmed the Idol, as a Thing ulclets in the Bing: 
dom, to perpetual Baniſnment; his J empie te 
« be razed, and the Bonzces who attended his Per 
& jon to ſuffer rigorous Puniſiments; ſaving, how 
te epek; 
see Letter LV. 
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les in ever, a Liberty to make Application to the oticer 
cher, « Spirits Ot the Province, tor Redrels of what tivy 
fi had uttered on his Account.” 


Irs Gf Some Decrees of the Parliament of Paris, re— 
mn, ſembling thoſe of the ſupreme Court of Pet, 
8 would foon reſtore Tranquility to the Diocels. 
hineſe For few Farſeniſts would devote themielves to 
Ont: the Service of Abbot Parris, ſhould they be forced 
[do]s to lubmit to a ſcourging Bout, as often as a jult 
Cele Complaint ſhould be lodged againſt lin. Scarce 
men, Wl would the Polteriors of the Fathers of the Or..- 
Or all tory of the Bezedrdracs, and other Followers of 
[Ucnt- that pretended Saint, be ſufficient 10 receive ©! | 
long ue Liſhes due from the vast Multitudes of niet 
mail Eethutialts; when recovered from their | rent: 
red at Wi they demanded Satisfaction for having winiticd, 
B. ſay, dauced, capered, cried, and howled tor ſo 
ne ln. many Years. Whata Number of Rods and Thongs 
Caule would be neceflaty to ſupply all the injured Per- 


ſons, who had made many nine Days Devotion, 
* . ſent Hundreds of fine Wax Papers, and mum— 


ing e bed over numberlels Anthems and Frayers, in or— 
aer to be cured of their Diſeates; and yet were 
n and vibe to obtain the leaſt Favorr trom the bieliad 
pence Paris. The Saint was quite as deat and inexor— 


being WF ave as the Chi Idol. 

Goc, If the Fauſerij/ts, dear Manceca, were in danger 
C11 0! BP of being flogyed on account of their Saint, 1 ima- 
dj toe E ginc the Jeſuits would meet with no better Ulfve ; 
vid n many a ſevere Laſh is due to that Order. Whit 
Cauſe WW Numbers of People would we ſee flocking in with 


crit of Complaints againit holy Ignatius! He would be 
co. profecute for having founded an extravagantly an- 
E ing ditious Society, calculated only to be the common 
ple 10 Plague of States. The Clergy would appear, al 
1s Fer. BE indite him for the bad Morals of his Followers. 
„bon Infinite Numbers of private Perſons would com— 
exec, 


blain, that, after they had been ten Years together 
. . in 
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in his Congregation, and had very carefully faq 
over their Litanies, as well as thoſe of St. Far. 
ers Xevier, St. Francis Borgia, the bleſſed Le; 
ele Goatague, and Staniſlaus Koſtha, their domeltic!: 
Affairs were in as unhappy a Condition as ever, 
and their Health in as ill a State. Upon Com 


plaints fo juſtly founded, we ſhould preſently fte 


an Arret of the Parliament of Paris to this Pyr- 


poſe: To do Fuſtice to the Complainants apain|} thy 


Jeſmits, be it enacted, that they be all inſtantly ſei 
2ed, both in the College of Lewis le Grand, 1 the 
Noviciate, and in the religions Houſe of the Order, 
and conveyed to the Court of the Sorbonne, there t. 
be ſcourged publickly for the Crimes of their Finnie 
Loyola, and for the high Miſdemeanors of the ref 
of the Saints belonging to the Society. Be it fur. 
ther enacted, that the Jeſuit Temples be all razed ty 
the Ground, their Idols broke to Pieces, aud the 
Prieſts baniſb'd the Kingdom. Saving ſtill to the 


ſaid Jeſuits a Liberty of. appealing to the Court f 


Rome zo recover Damages for the Loſs they ha 
ſuſtained on account of three or four Saints whun 
that Court had raſhly canonized. | 
Methinks, dear Monceca, fuch a Decree would 
be of great Service to france. It would do iuß: 
nitely more Good, than the Mandates daily iffucd 
out to ſuppreſs the luttructions of fome 7aſen:! 
and Moliniſt Biſhops, who ſeem to contend wi 


ſhall molt foment Diſturbances and Diviſions. | 


make no doubt, but, if the Government was to 
puniſh ſeverely all the Faults, and fantaitical Ob- 
itinacy of the Nazarene Saints, who, after tlicy 
have been illuminated with Wax Candles, per 
fumed with Incenſe, enriched with Preſents, and 


regaled with Feaſts and Muſick, frequently uttcr- 


ly diſregard their humble Votaries; were they cal 
led to Account for this Conduct, I make 10 
doubt but they would, by Degrees, loſe bg 
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All the Nazarenes, in leſs than twelve 


Credit. | 
Months, would leave the Saints, and lay tir 


Prayers to God only. How wow! would a GY 
pacnin ſay, all I ran the Hazard of receiving 1 w 
hundred Stripes, en account of the Obſtinacy. of ve. 
Francis; who perhaps, after he has been treated in 
the kindeſt Manuer, may laugh both at the Priaſt 
Faith, 4 i run no 
17 make my "Mbareltes 70 God only, 
y whic . [ll fave my Bacon. The Jctui is 


| hy reaſon after the fame Manner, and all their 


Followers would follow their Example. Even 
the molt obſtinate Jauſeniſt would ſcarce be to 


ſtupid as expoſe themſelves to a ſhametu! Wie- 
ing; and it by Chance ſome of them ſhould in— 
| dulge their Enthufiaſm ſo far, their Baniſhinent 
from france, 


according to the Tenor of the Ar- 
ret, would ſoon reſtore Quiet to the Kinedom. 


This Method would efttectually fuppreis all the 
| pious Frauds practiſed by the 3 and deter 
| them trom any new Inventions of that Kind. 


When I was in Germany, a freachmay, at 
told me a very perry 
„% There Was, ſays ge, in 


a Church of a certain little Town in Lag: 


| © duc, a Statue which was faid to nave formerly 
$ © wrought a great Number of Miracles. How 


ever, tor the Space of an Hundred Y cars, Wie- 
ther it was that its internal Virtue was evapy- 
or that the Spirit of the Saint, weary ot 


able anion, it had not praduced one ling 
Miracle, ſo that its Worſhip was almotk quite 
Ina whole Year, perhaps, tere wine 

carce five or fix Wax Tapers lighted Te it 1405 
nour: Nay, it was fallen into ſuch Concou.pt, 
Wat many a Female Devotee ul: q to pals. 80 
fore it, without the Revercuce of a Curiicy, 
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ſoon ruined. 


In the mean Time, a certain Monk take; 4 
Fancy to reſtore the Reputation of this Image; 
for which Purpoſe ſome notable Miracle Was 
neceſlary to convince the World that it bad 
not yet loſt its priſtine Virtue. The Monk &- 
liberated a long Time with himſelf, what king 
ot Diſeaſe it would be moſt proper to make 
the Statue heal. Shoxld 1 publiſh, ſays the te- 
verend Father with great Judgment, at 5 
Saint cures all Diſeaſes of the Eyes, I ſhall, ty 
this Means, bring about my Ears all the Partiſass 
and Prieſts of St. Lucy. Theſe will oppoſe to the 
aimoſt the Reputation of my Image, becanſe it 
would hurt their Craft. Should I give ont, that 
it can cure any other Diſtemper, I jhall be jill l. 
able to the ſame Inconventence. There is not a 
Diſorder incident to Mortals, but has its Phyſi- 
cran already eſtabliſhed in the Court of Heaven, 
The beſt Thing therefore I can do is to aſivil: 
to my Statue the Power of checkiag the Motion, 
of Concupiſcence. There remains indeed one Dit: 
ficnlty in this Caſe, Thoſe who come to pay their 
Devotions to my Saint, may at firſt imagine they 
have received ſome Aſſiſtance from it; and I ini 
perhaps lay too much Streſs on the Power of lin 
gination, ſo that the Image cannot anſwer my Ex- 
pedtations, and confequently its Credit muſt le 
« Whilſt the Monk was in this Perplexity, 
he called to mind, that he had heard a Phy: 
cian, a Friend of his, aſſert, that Camphire wore 
next to the Skin, or the Powder of it drunk in all) 
Liquid, would effectually ſuppreſs all amorou 
Detires. Azght! cries he, I have hit on it 0%, 
Pill fluff my Agnuſes well with Campbire. 
ſhall give Notice that no Perſon can be cured, ei. 
cept, according to the Direction of the Saint, i 
always wear then on his Stomach. And if 4 
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is not ſufficient, and the Conſtitution will not yield 
to the Virtue of the Relick; Pll preſcribe the 
drinking of a camphirated Liquor, to which Pi 
give the Name of my Saint's Oil. He had no 
l0oncr prepared a Quantity of theſe pretended 
Medicines, than he inſtantly mounts the Pul- 
pit, and preaches up the Credit of St. Tarpin 
infinitely above that of ordinary Saints. The 
confine themſelves, Cries he, to the Diſeaſes of the 
Body, but the mighty St. I urpin cares the Ma- 
ladies and Plagaes of the Soul. 


« As no Man then living had ever heard of this 


new Saint's Name, they were greatly atfected 


with what the Preacher laid; and to enforce his 


Ditcourſe the more, he. atlured his Audience, 
that he himſelf had experienced the Truth of 
what he advanced. His pretended Cure was 
looked upon as a Miracle, even by the greateſt 


Unbelievers. All were ſurpriſed to hear the 


reverend Father Anſelm, one of the ſmarteſt 
Cordeliers in the Kingdom, telling them, that 
he was as cold in the Preſence of the fineſt Lady, 
as Gerard the Jefuit when alone with Mils Ca- 
diere. Immediately Devotecs came flocking, in 
great Numbers, trom all Parts, in order to have 
the Devil of Concupiſcence Calt out. One Fe— 
male prayed, that the Image of her Confeſſor 
might not perpetually haunt her, and that it might 
not diſturb her Devotions. Another begged tor 
Grace to conquer a ſtrong Patlion the had con- 
ceived for the Prior. A third folicited for Strength 
to reſiſt a young Aboot, who was already fo far 
Maſter of the Gutworks, that, if the Saint did 


not work a Miracle in Four and twenty Hours, 


'!he would be obliged to ſurrender the Citadel. 

« Ner did the Male Votaries flock in fewer 

25 um bers to implore the Aid of St. Tarpiu. An 
d Canon prayed for Grace cuough to be. able 
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to ſtand againſt the Charms of a pretty Girl U; 
Servant. A Couaſil begs to be kept from the 
Temptations of a fair young Client. A Burvh; 
wants Strength to reſiſt the Enticements of his 
Neighbour's Wite. A little decrepit Peaſint 
implores Grace to withſtand the impudent Ad. 
vances of a wanton, Chambermaid. 


„The Monk gave all theſe Devotees a great 
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Quantity of Agzzſes, which had touched the 
Saint's Head. And, in caſe an Agnus could not 
effect the Cure, he order'd his Patients to drink 
every Morning three Spoonfuls of tne hoy 
Oil. The Doſe could not fail to work with 
ſome; and this was ſufficient to procure a lur- 
priſing Reputation to the Relicks and Oil of the 
bleſſed Tarpin ; fo that they were ſought for ten 
Leagues round. 

« Among the reſt of the Votaries came a Girl, 
about Sixteen or Seventeen, pretty, finely ſhaped, 
having a ſweet and modeſt Air, but an extreme) 
tender Heart. About fix Months betore, a cer— 
tain young Man called Peter, had found ont 
the Secret to obtain the laſt Favour of the Ful 
one. His Paſſion was equal to that of his Mi- 
ſtreſs; nevertheleis he had ſome Remains of 
Shame, or rather Fear, to conquer in her Heart, 
She would ſometimes form a Deſign to break 
off an Engagement, which, ſhe thought, wou!d 
expoſe her to the Pains of Hell. She comin 
ly put on this Reſolution when ſhe was at 
Church. But the Moment ſhe was got home, 


the Sight of Peter, and his tender Uiicourlcs, 


made all her fine Purpoſes vaniſh into Ai. 
Hearing of the great Miracles wrought by © 
Turpin, ſne inſtantly has Recourte to i 
ſome of his Azgzaſes. The Monk, as be p 

the facred Kelicks into her Hand, found bim 
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in the midſt of his Antidotes, he ſwallowed 
« down a copious Draught of the Poiſon of Love. 
„ He wiſhed from his Heart, that the Relicks 
„ might have no Effect; and indeed he got his 
« Dcfire; for the Aguus having been of no Uſe, 
„the Girl came, next Day, and deſired to have 
« a Vial of the conſecrated Oil. The Monk had 
prepared a Liquor, whoſe Property was to ex- 
« cite amorous Motions ; this he gave her, hoping 
é that her frequent Viſits would be of Advantage 
to his Deſigns. She made him ſeveral; and ha- 
“ ving, by this Means, got pretty well acquainted 
„with her. Tox have come, ſays he to her one 
% Day, fo often to implure the Aid of the Saint, that 
« the Devil of Luſt, which poſſeſſes you, manſt be 
« very obſtiaate. [I'll eaſe you of it, if poſſible. 
Come this Evening to the Gate of the Convent 
at the Hour of Pardon, and I'll give you a Bot- 
tle, in which you'll fiad a doable Doſe ; beſides, 
* Pl! add another Remedy to it. I fhall be 1afiatte- 
ly obliged to you, replied the young Female, for 
the Saint's Jil doth mare Hart than Good. Be— 
fore I took it, I could wait till Peter came to vi- 
ſit me; but wow I'm grown ſo impatient, that J 
« 09 in queſt of him. The Devil take the Saint and 
* h:s Oil too, cried the Friar; I could not have 
| * thought that I was working all this while for Pe— 
ter. Away, away, my Charmer, you need nei- 

* ther Agnus or Bottle ti cure your Temptations.” 
| know not, dear Moxceca, whether even a Chi- 
neſe Court could find this Franciſcau guilty, In 
my Opinion, he had a very lawful Plea. 75 
came, might he ſay, 20 deſire the Saint to preſerve 
your Chaſtity, at a Time when you have actually loft 
it, St. Turpin, th0* he can keep Maidenheaas, doth 
aot pretend to mend them. A Scholaſtic Oiſtiug uo 
would bring off the Monk on this Occation. My 
Haint has a Power to ſtop Temptations before they are 
complied 
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complied with, concedo ; but to preſerve again 


thoſe, to which one has already yielded, nego 
Farewel, my dear Monceca; keep thyſelf out of 
the Hands of the Floggets. | 
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LETTER. CXCH-- 
AARON MON c ECA ro Isaac Oxts. 


I' is now a Week, dear IJiac, ſince I arrixed 
in Paris; all that lime has been ſpent in com— 

paring the Character of the Freuch with that 
of the Engliſg; and ſhould I ſtay ten Years in this 
City, it would not be ſufficient tor the Reflections 
which the copious Subject lnygelts. 

The firit Thing that {truck me, at my Return 
to France, was the exorbitant Power of the Clergy, 
1 have ſeen Prieſts in London whole Authority did 
not reach beyond the Door of the Church wire 
they ſerved; Bilhops who pretended to no oth 
Power than that of governing the Clergy of the: 
Diocefles. And in Frauce | have met with Eccle- 
ſialticks whole Ainbition had no Bounds; wiv 
catched at Opportunities to encroach upon dee 
Rights of the Laity ; forming in the midlt ot one 
State another of a very different Nature. I. 
rants they are in Lawn Sleeves, to whom the 
Name of Prelate is given; almoſt all equah 
proud of their Rank, which, by means of an old 
Superſtition, ſecures their greate{t Crimes tro 


Puniſhment; reckoning up among the Rights of 


the Church Things molt diſtant from it; ruining, 
without Mercy, all whom they hate, by accu 
them of FJauſeniſm; always endeavouring my 
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troy the Authority of Parliaments, and to give 
tie Prince the worlt Impreſſions of them, for no 
other Reaſon, but becauſe ſuch Afſlemblics are 
watchful of the publick Liberties, againſt all the In- 
vations of the Roman Pontitt, who is the Head, 
the Genius, and Soul of the Biſhops of Fance. 
The Nobility and Gentry of Fraxce, in general, 
differ as much from thole of England, as the Ec- 
cletiaſticks of Paris do from the Clergy of Lon- 
gu. | have ſeen in the laſt mentioned City, Per- 
ſons of the firſt Rank inquilitive to underſtand the- 
Intereſt of their Country; ſtudying the Maxims 
and Manners of torcign Kingdoms; conlidering 
Ignorance as a ſhameful Detect, that degrades Man, 
and puts him on a Level with Brutes; cultivating 
the Arts and Sciences; protecting and rewarding 
the Learned; and deſpiſing ſuch Nations as think 
and act otherwiſe. In Paris 1 meet with People 
ot the like Quality, who make it their only Care 
to adjuſt their Perukes, or to regulate the Knots 
of their Ribbons; who know no more of the Laws 
and Conſtitution of their Country, than a Convul- 
lionary does of Reaton, or a jeſuit of Honelty ; 
no almoſt bluſh at being able to read, and ima— 
pine that Philoſophy and Pegantry are ſynonimous 
PFerms; who fancy that Deſcartes, whoſe Name 
they hear of only by Chance, was ſome petty 
Schoolmaſter; who have the utmoſt Contempt 
for all that think there can be any perfect Plea- 
ſure, except that of drinking all Night, and fleep- 
ing Three fourths of the Day; or of making a 
ridiculous Figure in ſome Tavern, where they 
throw about their infipid jeſts and low Wit. 
This Character, however, does not ſuit all the 
People of Quality among the French. We may 
find in Cities, and eſpecially among the Magi- 
ſtrates, ſeveral Perſons who think in a quite dif- 
icrent Manner from the Nobility and Gentry in 
| general. 
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general. But the Genius of a Nation muſt not 
be determined by the Practice of a few particular 
Perſons. For one Gentleman, in Frauce, why 
applies himſelt to Study, or the Improvement of 
the Mind, how many are there who pals their 
whole Lives without a fingle Reflection on auy 
thing that may be of Advantage to their Country 
or in the leaſt promote the liberal Arts. Tho: 
who have lived any conſiderable Time in Puri, 
will eaſily diſcover that there is ſcarce a Country 
where the young Nobility ſpend leſs of their Time 
in Matters of Conſequence. Their Lite is one con- 
tinued Series of Debauchery, and conliequeat!y 
as little calculated to advance the publick, as their 
own private Intereſt. . Such of the Nobility as live 
in the Country apply themſelves: pretty much to 
reading old Romances. This is the Employment 
of thoſe among them who are deſirous of making 
a Figure. As for the reſt, they paſs their Time 
iu hunting, in beating the poor People, in getting 
the Farmers Daughters with Child, in puing 1 
Law with their Pariſh-Prieſts about ſome hunvrary 
Privileges, and in getting drunk on Sundays with 
their Stewards, 
There ſeems to me, dear Jſaac, as wide a Dit- 
ference between the Manner of Thinking among 
the common People of Exgland and thoſe in France, 
as between the Genius and Manners of the No- 
bility and Clergy of the two Nations. The com- 
mon People of Paris are good-natured, affable, 
Abhorrers of Rebellion, and kind to Strangers; 
whereas the Populace in London are brutal, inſo— 
lent to the higheſt Degree, exceſſively fond of No- 
velty, ever ready to rebel, mortally hating all o- 
ther Nations; and, in a Word, pollefiing all the 
ill Qualities of the Eugliſbo Nobility and Geutr), 
without having one of their Virtues. Were we 
to form a Nation the neareſt to PerfcQion, | 
| | Tilla, 
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think, it ſhould be made up of common People 
from the Frech, and People of Rank from E“ 
land. By People of Rank, 1 underſtand all above 
the Character of Artificers ; for.there are Merchants 
in London who know more of Law, Pailoſophy, 
Politicks, Sc. than many Perſons in France, whole 
Employments oblige them to ſtudy the Scic nces. 
t is natural, where Ignorance is branded with Iu— 
famy among People of Figure, that all who bcar 
any Character thould endeavour to cquire 0 
much Knowledge as will keep them in Counte- 
nance, and gain the Eſteem of the Publick. I ime 
was, when even in france it was thought a Di 
grace to be ignorant. Every one did cultivate the 
Arts and Sciences, or at icalt would be thought 
deſirous of doing fo. But alas! one would be 
apt now tO imagine, that the Love of polite Liter n- 
ture was buricd in the fame Grave with Lewis XIV 
At this Day, it is reckoned almoſt a Shame tg 
underſtand any Language but the Freach; and 
ſhould this Humour be carried but a little tarther, 
People may perhaps think it a Reflection upon 
them to learn to read and write. 

| doubt not, dear {/aac, but the Contempt ity 
which Men of Letters are held in Paris, and ep 22 
cially at Court, has a Tendency to deprels thai 
Minds. When the Heart is not elevated by the 
Honours and Applauſes due to Merit, the laud- 
ale Ambition of diſtinguiſhing one's ſelf lo inguiſhes, 
and no longer prompts a Man to thoſe noble En- 
terprizes, which are attempted only by Perſons of 
te greateſt Courage. Zo what Prirpele, would a 
contemned Genius ſay, 55 all the Pains [ tete? J 
pore and ſtudy Day aud Night; I rain my Health, 
und ſpend my Streugth in ſerving the Public: and 
vet the Publick pays a hig her Regard to aun ig nord- 
Tax: -Gatherer, to a rich Farmcr-CGeneral, who has 
atted himſelf with the Blood of the Widow and On- 

Vor. IV. Ff Pb. iu, 


* — — 8 - - 2 mY . = 
: . — - - * on 3s — 
Wh EO — n — 
- * = 
3 9 
_ -. 85. 2 a - : 
py — EP 


— „ LA 
— 1 „ 
7 * * 


ou — 


: - 2 * þ — N — 
4 2 Ke * — — 1 — M5 
4 = es a So 4 — _ —— 2 * n : 
n — _ 2 * — rr * 3 0 

TSR ES = _ „ _ 

* . . * - 15 3 * * ” 4 *: a - — 
- : : , FS 4.1 

ww - — A . 


— 


— 


— PE... 
3 


Fo ; 
31 | 


wy 9s 


but with nothing elſe; he muſt be content to take 
vp with mere Sounds inflead of ſolid Scnle. 
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han, than to all the Literati in Paris pt tage 


ther. | 


duch Complaints, dear Iſaac, are but too ju. 


Snould & eaumeur or Caſſini take it into their Hed: 
to pay their Compliments to ſome Grandee of the 


(City, they would be made to wait for Hours in 


his Antichamber, their great Merit being of ng 


Account with a Courtier: But ſhould a Man 9; 


Buſineſs, poſſefled of an Hundred thouſand Livres 
2 Lear, come to wait upon my Lord, he is pre- 
lently introduced. Things are fo wietchedly abu— 
ied, that Riches beget Refpect to a Knave, while 
aerit cannot do the fame for an honeſt Man. It 
is true, there are ſtill ſome tew Princes aud preat 
Men in the World to whom Virtue and Learning 
only give Acceſs. But, as I obſerved beiore, 1 
tcw Individuals cannot be conſidered as the whole 


Nation. 


It is therefore no wonder, that the preſent Ave 
docs not produce ſuch Men as Deſcartes, Ga{/ent;, 
Bayle, Racine, Boileau, Coruecille, and la Brayere. 
Indeed, were Fontenelle, Voltaire, and Munteſquio 
once dead, ſhould the preſent Genius at Paris fil! 
prevail, one ſhall not fee an Author but the uy 
hi's and the Fozrmaliſts de Trevoux. Milcry aud 
Envy will be the only Motives to write. Glo, 
or a laudable Ambition, will have no Share in!. 
terary Performances. There may, perhaps, ſtart 
up certain half-learned Writers, dittinguithed by 


the vain Title of Academiciaus, who will be lt 


great Pains to cultivate the empty Talent of rat 
ging Words; theſe may favour the Publick will 


a few Performances, that will appear more like 


Muſick-Books, than Compoſitions made to adori 
and improve the human Mind. The Reader wil 
meet with Cadence and Harmony in' their Periods 


Its 


The 


ug CO! 
des 11 
bot W! 
in the 
5 Wit! 
1014 Þ/ 
hither, 
tier U. 
ſenilt: 

7 ie [ 111 
Baemen 
: 1 
4, 
Liſe 
i 411365 Þ 
ing a. 
„% fanca 
mabt 
preſſi 
the Aj 
Aud th. 
Mifireſ 
deinned 
10 prin? 
IR 1. 
Era, 
whence 
dergatt 
Os pub 
U , 


duch 


general 


inſenſib 
me for 
Will dit 
me. 
Out 


JEWISH LETTERS. 332 


The Conſtraint which is put upon Men of Leari- 
ing contributes greatly to this depray ed Yalte, bu- 
daes the Contempt thrown upon them, they dare 
bot write with that Liberty waici is fo neceſtar y 

WT i: the Republick of Letters. An Author, as he 
Wi wilting, maſt often lay to bintelt, Luut alter 
this Phraſe, otherwije it ill diſgcuſt the Reverend 
hither, the Rector of la Niailon Profeile ; {hat v- 
ther will bring me aner a Siſpicion of being a Jan— 
ſeniſt: It contains indeed a glaring Truth; but the 
Pieaſure of telling it will ant compenſite my Cou- 
bement in the Baitile. Here's a juſt Character, 
I: [ ww: be forced 10 ſuppreſs 773 for it mrght be 
aptived ro Munſicur the Biſhup off , aud in thut 
Cite I ſhall be inc ditably nuined. 'T his Stroke, which 
ant, to Admiration the Price of great Men, would 
e an Ouran uon me; and therefore Fil expurie 
1, frnce the Dufte of ——-, or the Marquis of — 
egit imagine thut I hinted at them. That Ex- 
7e%in is too bold; it would offend the Baſtard 19 
e Apothecary of one of our Secretaries of State. 
a thts other might diſpleaſe his Halet de Chaimbre's 
%reſß. This whole Chapter muſt likewiſe be con- 
demned; fence it may prevent my having a Licence 
d rint the Book, and poſſibly may make the is urid 
„en ine as an Atheiſt: It contains too free an 
„ raainatiun of ſome philoſuphical Queſtionc, from 
i WM ece malicious Perſons may draw Conſequences 


— — 2 * 


gatory of Ft. Pantaleon's Slipper, St. lgnatius's 
s pubis, a Charlemayne?s Beit, and, which is 


jet worſe, of the holy tal. 9 1 

duch an unreaſonable Reſtraint, added to the 
general Contempt ot Men of true Learning, will 
ulenfibly ruin polite Literature, ſhould it conti- 
we for any Time. The French of the next Age 
vill differ nothing from the Haniardt of the pre— 
ent. They will have nothing to read, except the 
rout Rhapſodies of a few Monks, and a Parce! 
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of Romances of Love-and Gallantry. Ibis me- they 
lancholy I ruth begins already to be felt in Pa. Gen) 
7:5; the molt of the Books which are publiſhed Xims 
there having nothing to recommend them beyond farms 
the Iitle-Page. Such, for Inſtance, are Father tions 
Neginault's Phyſical Preatiſes, and Father Porec's cry 1 
Orations; Orations writ in ſuch a Stile, (tufted WM the ]. 
with ſuch childiſh Antitheſis, as, can only deprave Lear 
the publick Taſte, and ſpoil the Genius of the preju 
Youth. It is ſtrange they ſhould have taken ſo pure 
well when they were ſpoke, fince they can ſcarce preſet 
bear a Reading. What can be more wretched, I h 
more groveling, more bombaſt, and more. like 
the Sonnet of the Poet in Moliere's Glifunthrope; 
in hort, what can be more oppotite to the Purity 
ot Cicero, than that Paflage where thc Jeſuit 1; 
{peaking of the Abode of Charles V. in Paris? 
e When a King, ſays: be, jralous of the Empe- 
« ror's Glory, embraced him as his Friend, at- 
* rended him as his Companion, put his faithful 
« into his treacherous Hand, and chole rather to * and 
e ſeem over credujous than to break his Faith; Fre, 
« all Europe ſaw a Proof of the Honour and Pro- WF © vez 
c bity of the French *. Ever fince the Time of WM © 4; 
Petavias, of Bourdaloue, and of Daniel, the Je WM © : 
ſuits could not boaſt of one good Author. Ih we 
they themſelves are ſenſible of; and for this Re 272: 
jon they are the ſworn Enemies of all thoſe wio WWE Pod 
are diſtinguiſhed in the Commonwealth of Learn. 7c 
ing. Their Jealouſy would not riſe ſo high, had can 
they any Perſons of Merit among themſelves. tres 
Theo RE ſery 
 Rre: 
' lary 


Quo tempore ingens fidej Documentum Furrpe dat uni eff, c 
Rex æmulus Imperatorem amulum excepit ut Hoſpitem, amplexit d 
Kt anium, comitaius off ut Sodalem, dimiſit ut Socium, dare 11 mar 
dexteram falatem conſftanti Dexterd, maluitque videri male creda and 
cuam male fideiss, Caroli Poree Orationes. T hoſe who ur Bl. one 
derſtand Lain will eaſily perceive the childiſh Antitheſis in 1 0 
Words male credulus & male fidetis. Such a Play of WC» 
would be unpardonable in a School Boy. 


LAT, 
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{hey may perhaps, one Day, recover their priſtine 


Genius; in which Caſe they will change their Ma- 


xims, and condemn the 1 afte and Stile of their 
famous Poree; and utterly diſown the Compofi— 
tions of all thoſe Scribblers, whom they now 


cry up as the Wonders of the Age. 
| the Jeſuits will never ceaſe to be the Bane of 


However, 


Learning; their boundlets Ambition will be as 


prejudicial to Reaſon, to good Taſte, 


and to 


pure Stile, as the low, childiſh Writings of the 
preſent Academiciaus. 


ago, with one of theſe Gentlemen. 


e 


* is in that Country? I: is carried, 


ba united. 


Hught to cons 
- [any 


| had a very pleaſant Converſation, ſome Days 
« You are 
lately come from Eaglaud, ſays he, may | 8 
ſo bold as to ask you in what State Learnin, 


a very great {leight. The Viſiens and Chinter as 


* off the &. hoolmen are entirely banijhed from Ox- 
8 and Cambridge; and, in their room, the 


*orks of Newton and Locke are pablickly read 
ay explatned. London can toaſt of ſome of the 
greateſt Poets, who write on Suijects that are of 


general Uſe to: Mankind. The celebrated Pope 
Jas found ont the Art to jo:n the Charms of Poc- 
try 0 47% 7 the ſage Voctrines of Philoſophy. Ia bim 


" kawve the Piraſure zo fee Homer aud Plato 
80 much the worſe for the 2g. 

POetry, repls: a the Academictan. by jo much 
he worſe, laid I? Becauſe, continued he, no Poet 
can expreſs hiintelf with great Purity when be 
treats Of philoſophical Matters; at leaſt, the Ob- 


ſervation is juft in the French Tongue. I be 
great Numbers of fors and bats which are neceſ- 
' tary to form Arguments; theſe, and a es 
many other ſucn Words, grate upon the Ee 


and ſound hu Ap in a Poem. An Academic tun 
2 himſelt to Adventures of Gal— 
i Blller-cous: and amorous Songs. I. 
| Ff 3 Reale 
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caſe he has not a Turn for theſe Studies, he 
may amuſe himſelf with writing Hiſtory; pro— 
vided (till that his Work do not ſwell above 
two Volumes in Duodecimo. It will be impo(: 
{ible for him to correct and refine his Diction 
if he writes three Volumes. Half a Year ago, 
I myſelf publiſhed a Book conſiſting of Six hun- 
dred Pages, which coſt me nine Years in po— 
lining. Indeed it is now ſo correct and elegant, 
that I have no Reaſon to grudge my Labour, 
There are but three ande, two bats, and one if, 
in the whole Piece; and I have great Hopes, 
that, in the ſecond Edition, I ſhall be able to 
expunge one but and two ande. To etteQ this, 
| mult write over anew fifteen Pages; nor will 
I regret my Trouble, provided I be ſo happy as 
to compaſs my End. What Book, pray Sir, faid 


I, zs this which coſt ſuch prodigions Pains in cor- 


recting the Stile? It is a Collection, replied he, 
of Harangues and Compliments, which I ſpoke 
in the Academy at the Reception of ſevera! 
Members. There are twelve Diſcourſes of 
all; and every one contains an Elogium ot 
Chancellor Segazer, of Cardinal R:chliex, and 
of Lewis XIV. I congratulate you, ſaid I, my 
pedantick Gentleman, on your employing ſo mai; 
Years in eæpunging all the ands and buts in ile 
twelve Eloginias. This certainly was Time wet) 


happily employed, a Toil greatly advantageous 4 


„ the Public, and highly conducing to advance 
Learning. However, I cannot help wiſhing, fi 


10 
as 
ee 
IT 


the Sake of the Republict of Letters, that th ele- 
gant Stile of thoſe who are ſcared at a but r «i 
and, may not eclipſe Boileau, Saraſin, Peliſſon 
aud Patru.“ With this I left my Academiciai 


who appeared equally offended at my Opinion, 
and at the Freedom | uſed in telling it. Adieu. 


Pais, . 


LETTER 
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FFF 


LETTER CXCIIL. 
AARON MoncEca to 1SAaac ONIS. 


ESTERDAY, dear Iſaac, I was paying 
Y a Viſit to a certain Jeſuit, whom I had 

ſeen ſometimes at the Houſe of the Che- 
yalier de Maiſin. He is a polite Man, good-na- 
tured, and extremely facetious ; and therefore 1 
could not but give him feveral Marks of my E- 
ſteem, and offer my Service in behalf of his Bre- 
thren who reſide in Conſtantinople. He is in one 
of the higheſt Poſts poſſeſſed by any of that Or- 
der. He is Principal of the College of Lewis le 


Grand, and has the Direction of all the Youth. 


educated there, as well as the ſeveral Regents and 
Maſters of the College. I confeſs to thee, that 
Curioſity had a greater Share in this Viſit than 
Compliment; and that I was pleaſed to have an 
Opportunity. of examining the Manner in which 
the Youth of Rank among the Frexchare educated. 
At my entering into the College, I perceived a 
great Number ot Students buſy in raiſing a Stage 
in the Center of a Court. For what Uſe, Reve- 
rend Father, ſaid | to the Jeſuit, if this Edifice de- 
fend? «?Tis for a Tragedy, replied he, which 
i our Students are going to act. You muſt come 
and ſee them perform; and be aſſured, that it is 
one of the moſt delightful Entertainments in 
Paris.“ Hou now! replied I, do you bring up, 
in your College, a Breed of Players for the Stage. 
I imagined that nothiug was taught here but the li- 
beral Sciences ; but I now find that you have Tutors 
for all Arts and Profeſſions. Pray Sir, do you bring 
up any Rope-dancers in this College? 8 
I his 
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| This Queſtion made the Jeſuit laugh very hear. 
tily. „ lee, ſaid he, that you are not yet ac- 
% quainted with the Cuſtoms of this Country, 
« The Reaſon why we make young Students de— 
claim in Publick, is to accuſtom them fro 
& their early Years to ſpeak with Aſſurance, and 
«© with a Grace. We are not bringing up Co— 
% medians, but Orators, Advocates, and Preach- 
„ers.“ If this be your Deſign, replied I, methini; 
you take quite a wrong Method to ſucceed in it. In- 
ſtead of making a Student, whom you intend for the 
Bar, pronounce two Speeches of a Tragedy, let hin 
repeat one of Patru's Pleadings; and, as for thiſ: 
Gentlemen deſigned for the Pulpit, let them learn 
pronounce one of Bourdaloue's Sermons, or one of the 
Biſhop of Meaux's funeral Orations. What Affi 
is there between the Deſpair of Hermione, and 2 
Caſe of Law; aud what Kelation does the wild Hu- 
15 of Oreſtes bear to a Paſſage of the Bible! Be— 
des, this manner of declatming in Verſe is entirely 
oppoſite to the modeſt and edifying Tone of Voice re- 
quired in a Preacher; as well as to the ſtaple, but 
nervous, Pronunciation at the Bar, Do you im. 
gine, Reverend Father, that, were du Frene * to 
mount the Pulpit, he would have a very grace ai 
perſuaſrve Air and Manner * Methiaks 1 fee him 
turning bis Eyes according to Art, ogling the Fic 
ture of the Saint whoſe Panegyrick he 15 repedtin ; 
and pronouncing the Elogitms of St. Genevieve 1# 
zhe ſame Manner as that of Zaira. It is my Opr 
nion, that Gauſſin F would not make a better Law- 
yer than du Frene would a Preacher. Let us fans 
cy, for a Moment, that this famous Actreſs, elithed 
in a long Robe, holding a Bundle of Briefs in ver 
Ilaud, was to plead beſore the Parliament: Lic, 
Eyes would employ all their Khelorick to Wis the 
OY Jed, 
A famous Player in Paris. 


| A celebrated Attics, who ſucceeded le Connronr. 
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Heart of her Judges; and her Heart would melt for 
the hard Fate of her Client, whom ſhe would be- 
wail in the ſame plaintive Tone that Audromache 
laments the Loſs of her Son. But to what Purpoſe 
would all this be? Why truly, to none at all; or at 
moſt to make the Judges ſay, This pretty Fellow 
's not unlike Columbine in the Farce, who pleads 
both for Plaintift and Defendant, who ſpeaks by 
his Air and Looks. He would have made an ex- 
cellent Player. 4 apprehend, Father, this is pretty 
nuch the Caſe with your Orators. They always re- 
tan the Air of your College-Stage. 

© There is tome Truth, replied the Feſuit, in 
„ what vou obſerve. But, if we ſhould make 
„ our Pupils pronounce Pleadings and Sermons, 
„ who, I pray, would think it worth while to 
* come and hear them? We ſhould loſe the Plea- 
« ſure of hearing all Paris applaud the Pains we 
« take in their Education. All People are not 
® of ſo juſt a Way of Thinking as you. lt is of 
6 3 Uſe, for the Intereſt of our Society, to 

orm theatrical Preachers and Pleaders, than to 


the World ſo advantageous a Notion of our 
Manner of educating Youth; for when a Law- 
yer pleads, the Judge does not ask, Was he 
brought up among the Feſuits? If he has a grace- 
tul Delivery, we have no Share of the Glory. 
It is pretty much the ſame with regard to a 
Preacher who has got the Vogue: His Hear- 
ers ſeldom or never enquire where he ſtudied.” 
According to this Maxim, replied Il, wmethinks Re- 


9 
© 


(« 


verend Father, you ought to ſuit all your Inſtructi- 


ons to the Intereſt of the Society; and this ſhould be 
the ſingle Point aimed at in forming your Pupils. 


“ As this Intereſt, returned the Jeſuit, coincides 


* with that of Religion, we make no Scruple of 
* direCting all the Studies of our Scholars to that 


make excellent Orators. Theſe would not give 


6& End. | 
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End. It is a Truth acknowledged by cver 
4 5 f y 
good Catholick, that is, by every Man devo- 
ted to the Holy See, that we ought to banich, 
* or at leaſt to decry all the Sciences, which ac- 
* cuſtom the Mind to reaſon with too great Bolc- 
* neſs, and to go too deep in the Enquiry after 
* Truth. This Habit difpoſes Men, by Degrees, 
* to reject certain Points of Doctrine, which ap- 
% pear contrary to Reaſon, but are, neverthele(:, 
„fundamental Articles of Faith. Such is the 
«© Belief of the Pope's Infallibility; the Doctrine 
« of extirpating Heriticks by Fire and Sword; 
« and that of treating as ſuch all who are not 
„ Partiſans of the Society, the great Bulwark of 
« the Church.” Theſe Maxims, replied I, are % 
repuguaut to the Notions of irne Philoſophy, that [ 
am of Opinion, your Pupils ſhould never meddie 
with that Study. by 

% We have entirely baniſhed, replied the Reve- 
tte rend Father, from our Schools all the Writings 
e of the modern Philoſophers. We induſtriout'y 
_«& infinuate to our Pupils, that Deſcartes, Locke, 
« and G i,; were Authors of very common 
“% Abilities; and that they owe all their Reputa— 
« tion to an Aﬀettntion of Novelty. We teren 
« look upon all theſe Writers to be either ſi{pec- 
« ted, or convicted of Hereſy. There are none 
& of our Proteflors but inveigh ftrongly again 
« them in all their publick Lectures. Thus, by 
„% ſowing the Sceds of Prejudice, we utterly ruin 
« the Credit of theſe Authors among the Youth.” 
What Science then, laid J, do you teach under the 
Name of Philoſophy * We read and explain in our 
« Colleges, replied he, the Doctrines of the Fe— 
« ripateticks, and of the Schoolmen.” How! iid 
I, do yor plague the Minds of your Pupils with a 
numberleſs Multitade of childifſh Abſurdities, and 
unintelligible Impertinences ? Do you make thei 
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ſpend Years in the ridiculons Study of Subſtantial 
Forms, of Things a Parte Mentis, and a Parte Rei, 
of Second Intentions, aud Arguments in Baroco, 
in Barbara, and Baralipton ? I ſhall mv longer won- 
der, that, when your Scholars come into the World, 
they ſhould have the utmoſt Contempt for every thing 
that bears the Name of Philoſuphy, and lot upon 
all who profeſs it as a Parcel of erraut Pedunts, It 
1s impoſſible they ſhould do otherwiſe ; for they can- 
not judge of a Thing, but by the Notion they have 
formed of it. A hat a pitiful Knowledge a” ang m- 
fart to thoſe under your Care! From this Time for- 
ward, whenever 1 hear a Frenchman contemn the 
Study of Philoſophy, I ſhall conſider him as a Man 
who ue ber drunk but bad Wine; and ſo having con- 
cerved a Prejudice againſt that kind of Liquor in 
general, he laughs at all who praiſe Burgundy or 
Champaign, as Fools and Madmen. 

„This very Diſtaſte, continued the Jeſuit, which 

* you cenſure fo ſeverely, is what we (tudiouſly 
© inſpire into all our Pupils. TI his indeed is the 


+ Glory aud Security of our Society, We have 


„long obſerved, that the Knowledge of the Sci— 
ences ſerves no other Purpoſe than to feed Va- 
* nity and Pride. They have been infinitely pre- 
judicial to the Court of Rowe, and to the Je- 
ſuits in particular. Moſt of the Laity eſpeci- 
ally, who had any Pretenſions to Learning, 
have diſtinguiſhed themſelves by ſome bitter In- 
vective levelled at our Socicty. The Preſident 
de Thou has given us many a levere Laſh in his 
| * Hiſtory. Paſquier has gone itil] greater Lengths 


$acz, and the Anchorites of Port Royal done us? 
Such are the pernicious Conlequences of too 
much Learning in a Layman. It the Perſons 
* juſt now mentioned had known no more than 
* thoſe who go from our Schools, they would 

| -——-* MEET 
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in his Enquiries. What an Injury has Paſcal, 
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„ never have taken it into their Heads to wrir 
* againit us, nor to wound Chriſtianity thro? our 
« Sides. As therefore it is evidently the lntere(} 
« of Religion, and of our Society, that the Sci 
_« ences ſhould be deſpiſed, can you wonder at 
„% our depreciating every thing that bears the Name 
&« of modern Philoſophy ? Beſides, theſe are the 
“ Syſtems taught by our ſworn Enemies. The 
« Profeſlors ot Eloquence explain in their Col- 
« leges the Writings of Deſcartes ; and Mallebranthe 
« was one of his moſt zealous Diſciples. We 
« are reſolved not to reſemble in the leaſt tho: 
„Men, whole Actions we are every Day labour- 
« ing to blacken. We have juſt Reaſon to hate 
« Deſcartes; and all the Anchorites of Por? Royal 


« were his Followers. For a long Time, a Car- | 


teſian, a Fanſeniſt, and an Anti- Feſu, were ly- 
e nonimous I erms. As Nicole was one of the 
« Authors of the Art of Thiaking, would it be 
6 prudent for us to own that Ariſtotle's Logic“ 


« js not perfect? In to doing, we ſhould com: 


«© mend one of our greateſt Enemies. This would 
« be owning that it is poſſible a good Book may 


come out of Port Royal; a Thing we abſolutely 


« deny. Our Father Bohonrs undertook to Prove, 
ce that none of the Gentlemen of Port Koyal un. 
„ derſtood their own Mother-Tongue ; but tr: 
« World was ſo obſtinate as not to believe him.” 
I am-of Opinion, Reverend Father, lays I, 7-4 
this Deſign of Father Bohours was as chimerical, 
as when he attempted to prove that a German cr 
not poffibly have Wit. This makes me ſuſpect, 0 
the Books, which ſume learned Men of that N 
have writ againſt the Feſuits, are nothing inc! 
zo thoſe of Meſſieurs de Port Royal, fince they wet 
treated much after the ſame Manner. But nun, © 
t9 Books of polite Literature, Fray ir, 10. l ili: 


bow you 1nſlruct your Pupils in them? e As th 
„ Studh, 
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« Study, anſwered the Feſuit, is not nearly ſo dau- 

« gerous as that of Philoſophy,. wc read to them 

« the Greek and Roman Claſſics; and at the ſame 

« Time we enceavour to give them a better Opt- 

„ nion of the Pocts than of the Hiforians and 

« Orators.” Aud what Reaſon have wor, taid I, 
for this Conduct? © TI his, added he, is likewiſe 

« of Uſe to our Society, and to the Chrittian 
W<© Religion. A Man, who upon his leaving 
WW © the College, ſpends the reſt of his Lite in per- 

« uting the Works of Horace, Virgil, Catullus, 
„or, Juvenal, &c. is in no Danger: of becoming 
« a Heritick ; he'll ſcarce leave the pleaſing Anme 
« ments of theſe Authors, to peruſe others of a 
„ dangerous and ſeducing Kind. Atter having 
„ {tudied the Latin Poets, he may perhaps apply 
« himſelf to thoſe among the French, ſuch as Cor- 
« neille, Racine, Fontaine, Moliere, and an Hun- 
« dred more; but (til! theſe will not make him 
«© an Enemy to our Society, or to the Court of 
„Rome. But ſhould he turn his thoughts to the 
„Study of Hiltory, after having peruled 7 bucy- 
„ dides, Aenop bon, Livy, Salut, &c. he then will 

« not fail to read 7 hnanus, a Aubigue, Meera, 
Puffendorſſ, Bayle, Rupin; and 11 this Caſe 0 
what Dangers will he not be expoled? Vhat 
bad Impreflions may he not receive from ſuck 
dangerous Writers? The Hiſtory of Thaavrns 
alone is capable of inſpiring an Horror for the 

„ Jeſuits, of rooting out all the Prepoſicf ions, 
which a ten Years Study in our Colleges might 
have given in our Favour. It is true, that to 

obviate theſe Inconvenicnces as much as pot 
ole, our Society has wiit a great Number of 
Books in which the Truth is ſet in the faircft 
Light. But then the Janſeniſis on the one hand, 
aud the Proteſtants on the other, and, which is 
yet worſe, a Number of Mealituills, wio afluns 
VOL. IV. _ dente. 
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the Name of Royaliſts, have inveighed ſo much 
againſt our Books, that they have quite ruined 
the Credit of them, except among thoſe who 
are under our own Direction, to whom we 
preſcribe an Antidote againſt the Slanders of 
our Enemies; for Things are now carried to 
that Height, that, in the Opinion of ſome Per- 
lons, Maimbourg is equivalent to Ipoſtor, aud 
& foutenci to Liar.” I muſt own, Reverend Ha. 
ther, laid I, that I have met with very many Per- 
ſons of that Way of Thinking. But were they nit 


in the right? Ii not Maimbourg —— © Maimbonrg, 
cc 


cc 
ec 
40 
40 
(e 
140 


CL 


c 


we 


and People now begin to lay aſide their Preju- 
© dices againſt him. It is an undoubted Fact, that 
©« all the Lies of which that Writer has been ſo 
© often accuſed, are chargeable upon his Adverſaries. 
«© Two hundred Years hence, his Authority no 
„ doubt will be of great Weight; and then it will 
„ be feen how uſeful his Works are to our 90- 
« ciety.” EE, | 

Perceiving my Jeſnit to take Fire, and to 


defend with ſo great Zeal all the Hiſtorians of 


that Order, I did not think it proper to puſh the 
Matter farther, or to inſiſt upon the little Credit 
that ought to be given to them. I contented my- 
ſelf with only asking, hat could be the Neaſis 
why the Feſuits do not give their Pupils a beticr 
Reliſh for Cicero, and the reſt of the Orators * * We 
« have obſerved, ſaid he, that generally all tit 
« Gentlemen of the long Robe, all Preſidents, 
« Counſellors and Advocates, have bat an indl- 
« ferent Opinion of our Socicty. The Study 0 


« Eloquence commonly leads a Man to the Bar, 
« and the Moment he enters upon that Profe fh, 
« he finds his Head filled with a thonſand come 
« rical Whims, to which he gives the odious Nane 
« of Privileges of the Clergy, and 2 8 0 1 
„ Galle 


interrupted the Feſuit, is a moſt accurate Writer, 
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© Gallican Charch: He devotes himſelf entirely 
« to promote the Iutereſt of the Parliaments, theſe 
« mortal Enemies of the Jeſuits and Court of 
„% Rome. For this Reaſon we would not per- 
« mit our Pupils ſo much as to read Cicero's 
« Works, it we could help it. However, we 
« endeavour to leſſen their Credit, by recommend— 
ing, in the ſtrongeſt Manner, certain oratorical 
« Ditcourſes, written by ſome of the Fathers of 
«© our Society; Which having nothing in them of 
«& the Eloquence of the Bar, reſemble very much 
« the bright and happy Sallies of the Italian Pots.“ 
You are always harping upon Poetry, taid |, for 
| which Reaſon I do not wonder that your Pupils are 

% fond of the Stage. I am of Opinion you act wiſely 

10 eraploy them in theatrical Perfirmances ; fur 't 
certain, that jo lung as they ſet themſelves up fur 
Players, they will neuer think of writing Looks 10 
ice Prejudice of the Society. 

What Idea wilt thou form, dear Iſuac, of a 
People among whom ſuch Perſons as are deſigned 
for the chief Employments of the State, after 
pending ten Years in a College, have acquired 
no better Talent than that of being able to de— 
claim ſome tragick Scene upon a otage? Is not 
that a wiſe Nation, where the Magiltrate has no 
other Education but that of a Player aud I'umbler ! 
where the Nobleman knows no more of the Con- 
ſtitution and Liberties of his Country, than what 
he has learned by reading Corzci/le! where the 
Gentleman and Merchant knows no more of 
Hiltory, than what he has picked up from the 
wretched Annals of Mariana, or ſome other Je- 
ſuit Hiſtorian ! where the Man of Letters forms 
his Library of ſuch Books as Poree's Orations, 
Father Perceau's Poems, and, what is (till worte, 
the Journals de Trevonx | What Glory may not 
luch a Nation hope to acquire, in a very ſhort 
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Time, by ſuch powerful Aids as theſe! In good 
earncit, dear Iſaac, I ſhould pity the French very 
much, if the Inconveniences they ſuffer from the 
Colleges of the Jeſuits were not balanced by the | 
good Education beſtowed on the Youth who are 
brought up in other Colleges, which are generally 
directed by the ableſt Matters. Adieu. 


Paris, . 


LETTER CXCIV. 


AARON MoNCECA fro ISAac Onis. 


Have ſpent a whole Day, dear Iſaac, without 

|| employing a ſingle Moment to any good Pur- 

pole. I could almoſt ſay, that I paſſed a Day 

without Thinking, or being conſcious that I had 
a Soul capable of Reflection. _ 

The Chevalier de Maiſin propoſed to me laſt 
Week to go and dine with a certain Nobleman, 
a Friend of his. He is a good-natured Man, lays 
he, and laves to me merry aud live well. It is true, 
bis Way of Thinking is very different from yours, 
but we cannot expect always to meet with wiſe Mev 
and Philoſophers. A Man muſt endeavour to fait 
Fimſelf to all Characters, and make the beſt of every 
Thing. Act as 1 do; I always reap ſome Advantage 
from the Converſation even of the weakeſt of bur 
Species. Something laudable may be perceived itt 
every one of them. A Petit Maitre is ſometimes 
poſſeſſed of Virtues . unknown to many a Virtuoſ. 
Pertuaded by theſe ſpecious Arguments, I accom” 
panied him to the young Nobleman's Houſe. It 
was One o'Clock when we got thither. 1s % 
Count up? ſaid the Chevalier de Maiſin. No, p 

| | ; 
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is not, replied a Valet de Chambre, who carried 


us into his Maſter's Apartment. We found him 
in Bed; and all the Light in the Chamber was a 
faint Ray darted through the Window Shutters. 
Struck with the Gloom, I concluded that the Per- 
ſon a-bed mult certainly be fick. Accordingly | 
was going to ſtep back, when I heard a languid 
and effeminate Voice, which could ſcarce picrce 
the Curtains, ſpeak the following Words. 1 17 
you, my dear Chevalier? It was Five this Mori- 


ing when I went to Bed; and we were all drunk 
like Lords. Should JI go on at this Rate, I doubt it 


I could hold aut long. You are a Devauchee, replicd 
the Chevalier; 50% ruin your Health, and will one 
Day repent it. Thou pany Animal! repliec 


the Count, J do not ſet up for a Philoſupher as 


thou doſt. I know how to live; a ſhort Lije and « 


| merry is my Maxim. The new Adtreſs, who per- 


forms the Part of Egle, ſupped with as laſt Night. 


yon my Soul ſhe's a bewitching Creature, ſhe take; 


ber Glaſs of Champaign very freely, Me hate cer- 
ratnly played the Pablick a ſcarvy Trick * for | am 
miſtaken rf her Pipe will be clear Tonight. But 
we muſt go to the Opera aud give her a Clap. I 


| ſhall be heartily forry if laſt Night's Revel de her 


any Prejudice. 


All this Time the Curtains were never drawn. 


| The Chevalier had not yet mentioned me to his 
Friend; and finding he did not offer to get up, 1 


bring you, ſays he, 4 Friend of mine, jor bf I 


| have the greateſt Regard, to introduce bim te the 
| Honour of your Acquaintance. Pray Sir, anſwered 
the Count hailily, who 15 that worthy Perſun, for 
| whom J begin already to feel the moſt tender Scnſu- 
ion? Where is he! Let me embrace him. Upon 
| this the pert Coxcomb threw the Curtains open; 
and half-naked, he flung himfelf out of Bed upon 
| the Floor. Come b:ther, gear Sir, ſays he r 
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me, and let me aſſure you, that no Perſon in the 
World can be ſo much your humble Servant as I am, 
Saying theſe Words, he ſeemed to fall into 

a Fit of the Vapours; when, ringing for his Ser- 
vants, immediately entered twoValets de Chambre, 
the one with a Night-gown, and the other with 
his Slippers. The Inſtant he was dreſſed in theſe, 
he flew to me with open Arms, and hugged me 
five or ſix Times, till I was almoſt ſmothered. 
{ am infinitely obliged to the good Chevalier, ſays 
he, for the Pleaſure of your Acquaintance. Have 
ou been any Time in Paris? I came a few Days 
ago, laid I, from England. So, ſo, anſwered the 
Fop, you are an Engliſhman, I warrant! Oas m 
Life, you are a Philoſopher too. They ſay you have 
a great Number of Geniuſes in your Country; but 
Burgandyy and Champaign are vaſtly dear in Eng— 
land. I fancy they loſe their Strength in croſſing 
the Sea, Are your Taverns about London as fine 
aud ſplendid as thoſe in Paris? I am not an Engliſh- 
man, replied I, I was born in Conſtantinople. — 
In Conſtantinople! ſays the Coxcomb, zz Conſtan— 
tinople! ſoy you. It is a moſt charming 5 I 
am told, that the Women there are all exquiſite Beau- 
tien. Ton have pretty Circaſſians, whoſe Charms 
would even eclipſe thoſe of our Opera Ladies. Hou 
many Miſtreſſes, pray, has the Grand Signior # 
his Seraglio? That, ſaid I, is a Queſtion none can 
anſwer but the chief Eunuchs among the Blacks. — 
Eunucbs! ſays the Count, theſe Wretches are f. 
many barbarbus Goalers to the poor Women. — Tix 
Grand Signior uſt be a great Tyrant! He want 
not Buſineſs, or I am miſtaken. And yet I cat 
not help thinking, that, notwithſtanding all his fe- 
male Company, he will often be at a Loſs how # 
kill Time. 2 has no Idea of what we call Parues 
of Pleaſure, ſplendid Suppers, and jovial Clubs. 
He is everlaſtingly coopt up in bis Seraglio wo 1 
3 jren 
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Wives, like a Cock with his Bens. When he ſups 
with any of his She-favourites, do they enliven the 
Entertainment with a Song: I fancy not. They are 
as dull together as a Conple of Night Owls. The 
great Ottoman Emperor fits down with his Sul- 
bana, as ſoberly as a Tradeſman of St. Dennis-ſtreet 
does with his Wife, gn 

It is extremely difficult, ſaid I, to know what 
paſſes in the Seraglio. The moſt indifferent Actions 
are there concealed under the Veil of Secrecy and 
Diſcretion. It is dangerous to pry into the Intrigues 
of that Place; ſuch a Curioſity being often puniſped 


with the utmoſt Rigour. It is quite otherwiſe, re- 


plied the Count, 1 France. Here a Perſon runs 
no Hazard in being inſtructed in all the amorous In- 
trigues of the Court. If you pleaſe, I will give you 
a Liſt of all that have been carried on for twelue 
Months paſt. You may take this Liſt along with 
you zo Conſtantinople; it will be worth while, for 
it contains a Number of curious Particulars, ———— 
« What are you thinking of, dear Count, inter- 
« rupted the Chevalier with a Smile; before this 
Gentleman reaches his native Country, your 
« Liſt will be no better than an old Almanack.” 
Upon my Soul, ſays the Count, hat is true; and 
1% make ſuch a Liſt uſeful, it ought to be renewed, 
like a News-Paper, twice or thrice a Week. 
During all this idle Chat, two Valets de Chambre 
were a dreſſing the Count. The one was puttin 
on his Stockings, the other buckling his Shoes ; 
indeed, it gave me no little Surpriſe, that a Man 
to whom Nature had given the Uſe of Limbs, 
ſhould ſuffer himſelf to be dreſſed by others, as 
though he were a Doll. I fancied, that I ſaw 
only a gigantick Doll, which a Painter was dreſ- 
ling up in a French Garb. Was this Coxcomb, ſays 
| to myſelf, ſtruck with a dead Palſy, he would 
think himſelf very unhappy for being deprived of the 
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Uſe of his Limbs ; and yet he acts in the ſume Mau- 
ner now, as if he had not the Faculty of ſing they, 
It is certain, that the Graudenr and State which con. 
Siſfts in not uſing one's Haads, is every whit as fi. 


diculous, as that which conſiſts in an affected Coin. 
tempt of the Sciences. 
man, it ſeems, a Perſon muſt neither uſe his Limb; 


In order to act the Nable. 


nor his Genius. 

My Aſtoniſhment was ſoon interrupted by the 
Count, who gave Orders for ſerving up Dinner 
immediately. They were punctually obeyed ; ſo 
that in a Moment we had before us a molt cle- 
gant Entertainment, and every Difh dreſſed with 
the niceſt Art; and yet our Count could be pleaſed 


with none of them. One was inſipid; another 


too high ſeaſoned. He was for ever asking my 
Opinion about them. I commended every one; 
but all paſſed for Compliment. At laſt, among 
the Variety of Ragouts, by good Luck one chanced 
to pleaſe the Count. It was indeed extremely 


fine; but it was made up of fifty different Sorts 
of Vjands, and a mortal Poiſon, though moſt de- 
licious to the Palate. Aud is it poſſible, ſaid Ito 


myſelf, that a Man ſhould parchaſe the Deſtrudlion 
of Health at ſo high a Price; while he deſpiſes plair, 
wholeſoine Diſhes which can be had at an eaſy Coſi? 


It was not the Count's Fault, if I did not eat as 


heartily of this pernicious Ragout as himſelf. Ei 
plentifully of this, ſaid he to me every now and 
then ; this 1s the ouly tolerable D:iji that has been 
ſerved ap. I ſee plainly, continued he, Hat you 
ſeldom make good Dinuers. Yuu keep your Appetite 
for Supper. This is acting like a Man of Seuſe 
Day-light is troubleſome to one at Table. It is the 
Wazx-tapers that give the delicious Joy which forias 
the very Soul of an Hntertainment. Jou muſt din 
a Glaſs or two of Champaign ; and then we i! 
move off to the Play. And remember, Sir, I moe 
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you to ſup with the new Adreſs, I have ordered 


an Entertainment at her Lodgings, which, J hope, 
will make Amends for our bad Dinner. 

Gladly would I have avoided this Propoſal of 
the Count, dear IJ/aac, but unhappily I was the Vic- 
tim to the French Complaiſance. I was forced, 
ſpite of my Inclination, to riſque my Health, and 
to pals a whole Day in ſuch a Way as was ex- 
tremely difagreeable to me. I was now pot to 
the Play-houſe, with my noble Petit Maitre and 
the Chevalier. I was juſt going to place myſelf 
in 2 Box, when the Count ſeized my Hand, and 
asked me, with an Air of Surpriſe, what I meant? 
Jam going, ſaid I, to get into ſome Place, where 1 
can hear the Play withont Diſturbance or Interrub- 


tion. Never thiak on it, replied the Count; we 


are to have only Mithridates Tonight. It is an old 
Anti-diluvian Tragedy, that has been ated above 
theſe fifty Years. A Pow on 17. it is like one of the 
Pieces acted in Henry IV. Days. Come into the 
Green Room: We will chat with the Girls, I again 
obyed my Coxcomb, though much againſt my 


Will. The Moment we came into the Green 


Room, he flew to the Actreſs who was to per- 
form the Part of Monuimia. She was dreſſed for 
the Stage; and, according to Cuſtom, was come 
to beg ſome Compliments, and throw away a 
few Glances. Your moſt obedient Servant, my pret- 
ty Gauflin, ſays he to her, we fall have the Plea- 


| jure of hearing you To-night. Indeed, the Town 
| world be very ungrateful to mourn the Loſs of poor 


la Couvreur; you are worth an Hundred ſuch. 


| This I flick not to declare publichly every Day; and 
| bave the Pleaſure to find that all People of Taſte 
| «re of my Opinion. The Actreſs thank'd the Count, 
and repaid his Compliments with two or three 
| Glances, the Power of which he felt in a ver. 

| ſenſible Manner. He ſhrugged up his Shoulders, 


ſimpered, 
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ſimpered, took a Pinch of Snuff, toſs'd up his 
Head, kiſled the Actreſs's Hand, cut a Caper 
ſung two or three Lines of a Song; and all thi; 
in ſo ſhort a I ime, that none but a Fop could 
have been capable of ſuch Expedition. In the 
mean Time the Actreſs is called away to play her 
Part. Scarce was ſhe got out of the Room, when 
the Count coming up to me, ſaid, with a ſerious 
Air, and moving Tone, He muſt encourage yoras 
Beginners. That poor Girl 1s a very indifferent 
Actreſs; ſhe is inſinitely ſhort of her Predeceſſor.— 
The Stage has ſaffered an irretrievable Loſs in the 


Death of la Couvreur. Indeed, ever ſince that 


Time I have been always fund of the Opera; ſi thit | 


I come hither but very ſeldom. But now I ſveak 
of the Opera, it is Time for as to go thither, | 
want to hear the Duet of the fifth Ad. Come, let 
as go, let us fly thither. As my hop watbled 
theſe laſt Words, he ran with ſach Speed, that! 
could ſcarce overtake him. When we had got 
into the Street, he was {till chanting away. I 
imagined he would give over when we got into 
the Coach ; but was miltaken, for he had no: done 
when we rode up to the Opera-houſe. 
are they in, ſays he to the Box-keeper. I de 
third, Sir, replied the Fellow. 1» the third! lays 
he, Zoons, in the third! what a plauguy Time mi} 
we wait before we hear the Duet. Come, Gentl:- 
men, come away to the Green lm. And to er 
gage us to follow, he began a-ſinging, as he wall, 
Or rather danced along: 


In this bleſt Place, let's feek for Peace; 
The Smiles and Sports will us attend. 

Who ſeek for Joys, will find Increaſe 

, Joys refin' d, that know no End. 


Yes, my dear Conſlantinopolitan, ſays he, ſqueetr 
ing my Hand, | 4 
| | 710 
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Zis here Felicity ſupreme reſides ; 
Here Pleaſures flow in ne ver-ceaſing Tides. 


Here a Man, without being Grand Signior, may, 
for ten Piſtoles, chuſe any Beauty whom he pleaſes 
to mark ont, by throwing her the Hanakerchief. Joa 
cannot imagine how advantageous the Opera is for 


| Men of Pleaſure. In ſaying theſe Words, he was 


immediately in the Midit of Ten or a Dozen Ac- 


had nothing now of the tender Air which he put 
on in the Play-houſe; nothing now appeared but 
the frolick ſome, waggiſh, hair-brained Debauchee. 
—— How goes it, my Girl, ſays he to one of theſe 
ſemale Singers. How long is it ſince you had a 


Rover. Will you ſup with us this Evening? I'll 


anſwer he will not be jealous, Aſſure yourſelf no- 


thing immodeſt will be offered. Nothing but Cham- 
paign flows among us; nothing more, upon my Ilo- 
aour. I grow more grave every Day; and Faith, 1 
believe, more devout. He did not wait for an An- 
ſwer, but flew to another Singer. And are you 
there, charming St. Germain, ſays he, with an Air 
of Surpriſe, I was aſſared that you had made a Trip 
to England. What will not Slander ſay! how much 
is Virtue expoſed! Indeed, I was ſurpriſed to hear, 
that the wiſe St. Germain, the chaſte St. Germain, 


bad been ſo imprudent as to fullow 19 London a 
| bair-brained Fellow, who would probably have drop- 
| fed her by the May. Beſides, this had been un- 
| charitable 10 the Engliſh. There is no great Harm 
in picling their Pockets when they come to Paris 
bat ſure they onght to be ſafe iu their own Country. 


Our Petit Maitre ſeemed very much inclined to 


o on with his Plcaſantry, when the Actreſs, at 
| Wile Lodgings he was to ſup, cutered the Room. 


He 


treſſes. Then it was you might obſerve a freſh _ 
Gaity ſuddenly appear in his Countenance. He 


ſecret Interview with the Marquis? | fear heis a 


Sc — ——— — 
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He runs up to her. — Lovely Egle, ſays he,! 


am come to clap you. ou are the Delight of all oy | 


Hearts. Yoar Voice bewitches, and your Eyes ſet 
the whole Town on Fire. I have ordered Plenty if 
Champaign. I will take you in my Berlin as jun 


as the Opera is over. The female Singer accepted 


the Count's Offer with Pleaſure; and the Mo— 
ment ſhe had done her Part, the Count, the Opera 
Lady, the Chevalier, and myſelf, all ſet out to- 
gether for Supper. The firſt Converſation at Fable 
turned upon Operas and Muſick : But it ſoon 


gave Place to another of a very different Strain; 


and the Intrigues of the Actreſſes became the on— 
ly Topick. We were entertained with the Hiſto- 
ry of ten Gallants who had been ruined ; of thir- 
ty who had been betrayed; of forty. who had 
been ſo weak as to believe that their Miſtreſſes 
really lov'd them; and of fifty who had been re- 
jected with Scorn becauſe they were not rich 
enough. | - ali 

After they had exhauſted the Subje& of amorous 
Intrigues, a Motion was made for a Song. | was 
pleated with the Propoſal, and flattertd mylel!, 
that I ſhould be charmed with ſome of thole fine 
Airs which Bacchus and the Muſes uſed to dictate 
to the ancient Poets. But my Joy was not long 
liv'd; for, inſtead of Songs in the Taſte of Aus- 
creon, of Sappho, of Voiture, of Madam 7ozlerer, 
or of Coulange, my Ears were grated with a Heap 
of low Ballads, in the Tatte of Chickens and pi. 
rowgraſs, Wipe your Noſe, &c. O theſe are di. 
lightful Songs, ſays the Count, over @ Glaſs. Ele- 
gant People do not love your grand Airs; they ate 
ay thought as obſolete as my Great Grandinvth, 
Formerly an Entertainment could not end without d 
Song in Honour of Cupid, Bacchus, lis, % Ihr 
lis; but, Thanks to the good Taſte of the Ag. a 
this old Siaff is thrown cut of Daub. Ae 


ow 
aud t 
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wow goes dos with polite Company, but the gay 
ard trolick ſome. 


Open, open QUICK the Door, 

Nymph, with Charias an endleſs Store. 
"Tis, my fair one, Twelve at Night ; 
Shaw thine Eyes as Diamond, bright. 
Maiter, bring Beuf-a-la-mode ; 

Bring the Fare, a mighty Load : 

Let the Iam ſr erier ſhine ; 

Ham gives Guſto 19 the il ind 


Judge, dear Iſaac, of my Aſtoniſnment. I 2%, 
ſaid I, what they call a polite Suppen! [{ow dy Por- 
ters and common Soldiers entertai each other, ſince 
Perſons of Quality in the preſent Age behave as 
tvey uſed to dof Here ſuch refined Debauchees as 
K. Evremont ad Chapelle 10 return to the Hdd, 
it 1s my Opiaioa they would chuſe to tara Auchorites 
rather than fullow the preſeat Mode.“ Our Fealts, 
i world they ſay, were a School to polich the 

„Mind; but thote of the preient Age are Calca- 
* lated only for cramming the Guts, 

Farewel, dear [/aac ; and think how trifling is 
the Life led by Fops and Petit Maitres. 


. 


92 . * * * SY OS WEN CLINATEC u S449, 
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* 19 7 TER CXCV, 


Jacos Brito r AARON MON cECA. 


T is four or five Days, dear Monceca, ſince ! 
arrived at Malta; and I intend to leave it as 
ſoon as poſſible, and ſail for Conſtantinople. 
The Captain of our Ship only waits a fair Wind. 
Yai. ty. H h I take 


* All the Fops uſed to ſing this ridiculous and impertinent 
dong, aud fill coutiuue to do lo. 
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{ take the Opportunity to ſpend the little! 
a have to ſtay in this City, in enquiriug into th 
Manners and Cultoms of the Knights C: 37.7 
They bear a mortal Hatred to our Nation. No 
Perton of Few: Extraction is ever admitted int: 
their 1 and. ay, they carry their Retentmert 
itil! tarther. Should any Gentleman, whole An. 
_celtors were formerly of their Order. marty 3 
Woman, the remoteſt Relation, or Deſecndar 
of a eich Family; though the were as zealous 
a Nazarene as St. Urſula Or ut. 3 on 
Chicken would never be allowed to fer a 1 
in Malta. I heir Names are writ in a Repitter 
called the Golden Bob. Farther, the Moment a 
Family becomes [few by Marriage; or that a 
i-crion allied to this Family obtains Letters pa- 
rent of Nobility, and fuch Ines as may alter 
wards give him a Rigrt to be admitted into 14/2: 
Ic is entered in this Regiſter ot rejected Perſons, 
to prevent any InNconvenicnces which might arile 
from its being forgot iu a long Courſe of Years, 
Ia the Language of tae Country, fuch Familicy 
as ſpring from Jew! Anceitors are called Fer; 
trumthe Stem; and thoſe who deſcend from Je 1516 
Alliances, Few; from the I enter. There are Nui 
ders of ancient Familics in vera Frovinces of 
france, Sperm and Portugal, which, though they 
have profetled the Natzarcve Religion for Ages, 
Fer cannot be allowed to enter amony the Knights 
of Aut, becauſe taheir Names are found recort- 
cd in the Guiclea B. 
Ibis implacable Hatred of the Knights t to tho!. 
of our Religion, aroſe from the Treachery of ! 
Few, who occationcd the taking of the Idlaue a 
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} 


Khodes. I hey once pollciled this Ifland, as to! 
knowelt; but loft it in the Reign of Slime, 
Magnificent. | ney were lets ſuccelstol again 
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ul Conqueror, whote Arms had been til] then 
mvincible, made an Attempt upon Ahodes, lu 
he Year 1480 he invaded that land with a for- 
midable Army, under the Command of Daſhaw 


Palegtoorrs, The Fleet that tranſported this Mumy | 


conſiited of one Hundred and hxty Sail, exclulive 
vt thoſe appointed to carry over the Bagoas e; Ce. 
Peter d' Auboſſun, then Grand Matter, or Chief of 
the Knights of alta , defeated all this Force with 
ſuehn Conduct and Valor, that the Haſhaw, atter 


having loſt the greater Part of his Army, was“ 


{reed to embark: his Froops and withdraw. Flows 
ers the ill Sucecitls of Ahmet did not intimi— 
date Selman, who laid Siege to ARivdes in 1522. 
1c Knights, calling io Mind the noble Defence 
made by their Ancel! ars, and being animated by 
Philip Villers de Ile Adu, their Grand Malter, 

reſtite ed, for a long Time, with the utmoſt Bra- 
vety. Hower er, they were {ubducd at laſt, thro? 
the Ireachery of Andrew Amarat, a Portuzneſe, 
and Chancellor of the Order. 'I'his Man bore a 
mortal Hatred to the Grand Matter, becauſe he 
hac been preferred to that high Dignity before him 

elf. To be revenged of this Enemy, and of al! 
the Knights who had preferred him, he informed 


the Turks, by Vie ans Ot a Jewish Phyficlan, Oz 
the State of the Place, and ot the Deliberations 


of tne Council, in which his Employment gave 
tina Seat. Vhis Treafon was indeed ditcovereo, 
and tne Criminals punithed ; but the Intelligence 
t withltanding proved fatal to the Knights, aud 
mer were forecd to furrender at lait, atter having 
ade One of the braveſt Defences we read Of in 

' tttory. | 
his, dear Morce ca, is the Reaſon w hy me e Kni: ohts 
vt Malta have the J ws in juch Deteſtation; this 
's the Occalion of that ſevere Decree, by which 
ey eternally exclude from their Llane all who 
A | bear 
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bear the leaſt Relation to a Few. It is aſtonil;- 


ing, that for the Crime of one Individual, they 

ſhould fx an indelible Stigma upon a Number ot | 
noble and ancicnt Familics, who are injured by | 
However, the Fews are not pu- | 
niſhed by this Means, but the Nazarezs, or rather | 
Had a Method been 


this Excluſion. 


the Apoſtates from Jud uſ. 
wanted to keep all the rich Families, who miz abt 


have been allured by Ambition, ſteddy to the Je „ | 
Faith, a more effectual Way could ſcarce have | 
than that of branding, in this | 


been thought ON, 


Manner, all Nazarenes who ſprung from the Secd 
of J. b. 

t w as after the tak ing of Feruſale i by the T arks, 
that the Knights, then called of St. John of Fe- 


ruſalem, made themiclves Maiters of the Ifland oi 


dee t, by which Name they were then cal- 
Jed. Upon their being driven from it, Charles V. 
gave them Malta to ſettle in; here they fortiſicd 
themfelves ſo ſtrongly, that they were able, in a 
mort Time, to oppole the moſt vigorous Attacks 
of their Enemies. It was extremely neceſſary for 
them to ule all the Precautions imaginable; for 
Heli mam, encouraged by his Succeſs at Rhoger, 
formed a Defign to inveit Malta. In the Year 
1566, Muſtapha, the Baſhaw of Buda, made a De- 
icent upon it; but after having ſpent four Months 
to no Purpoſe, and loſt upwards of Twenty ] hou- 
land of his Men, he drew oft his Forces. I te 
Grand Signior ever ſince that Time has laid alide 
Thoughts of invading Malta; and indeed it is mo— 
rally impotible he ſhould ever become Malter of 
it. 

THE ORDER of MALTA, now ſo flou- 
rithing and renowned among the Nazarenes, fole 
trom a very incontiderable Beginning. Its Glory 
is not unlike that of the ancient Komans ; ring 
on a ſudden from a very obicure Origin. Ihe 
Founder 
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Founder of Rome was a Youth brought up among 
Shepherds, who, getting together tome Banditti 


and Vagabonds, put himſelf at their Head: And 


the Founder of the Knights of Malta was an ob- 
cure Citizen of Martegus, a little Town in Pro- 
rence. His Name was Fohbn Baptiſt Gerrard; and 
de was the Director of a Nazareze Hoſpital in 
Jeruſalem, before Godfrey of Bullogu was made 
King of that City. When the Zzr4s had been drove 
from it, this Prince, hearing of Gerrara's Huma— 
nity and Charity, and of the great Care which the 
veople under bis Direction had taken of the Na- 
zcrene Pilgrims, while the Caliphs of Egypt were 
yovereigns of Judea, thought it would be equally 
vious and glorious to beſtow fome Marks of Royal 


Favor on thoſe who had ipent their Lives in 


uch good Works. Accordingly he was extreme— 
iy munificent to them, gave them the Name of 
I{-\pitallers, and ordered them to wear black 
Clothes, with a white Croſs having eight Points ; 
a Drets ti}! retained by the Knights of Malta. 
1 heſe Hoſpitallers afterwards made the three Vows 
common to the Monks in general; and bound 
nemtelves by a fourth ty receive, to entertain, 
and defend all the Nazarene Pilgrims who vitited 
ferulalem. From that Time they began to ſtudy 
tne military Art; and were often obliged to fight 
{or the Security of the Roads, and that of pious 
1lravellers A great many Perſons of Diltinetion 
ok a Fancy to enter imo the Order of tolpi- 
tallets, their Profeſſion being very hononrable ; o 
at, by inſentible Degrees, they found themiclves 
metamorphotcd into KAfs.ν After the Naza- 
enges were driven out of Feruſale by the Tarks, 
taey retired firſt to Acre, and atterwirds to Cy- 
us, Where an Aſylum was allowed tiiem ty Cay 
cf Aſiguan, King of that Iſland. Bat now find- 
in themtcives trong enough to attempt tome 
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great Enterprize, and being deſirous to ſettle them - 
ielves in a Place, of which they might enjoy the 
dovereignty, they attacked the Saracens in the Ifland 
of Khodes, drove them from it, and continued 
there, in a _flouciſhing Condition, till they were 
forced to abandon it to Mahomet II. and retire to 
Malta. 0 

During a long Courſe of Years, all Perſons 
who were deſirous of entering into the Order, 
have been obliged to produce ſuch Documents of 
their Nobility as are required by the Statutes. 
Theſe Proofs conſiſt of the ſixteen Quarters; and 


are exactly the ſame with thoſe inſtituted by the 


Kings of France, with regard to the Blue Ribbon. 
When it is found, by Enquiry into the Candidate's 
Pedigree, that auy of his Anceſtors have married 
below their Rank, he may, if he has Friends a— 
mong the Knights, obtain a Brief from the Pope, 
or from the general Chapter. Some Indulgence 
is often allowed, with regard to Defects on the 
Mother's Side; but there muſt not be the leaſt 
Imperfection in the Male and direct Line. In 
this Cale the Candidate is always rejected; of 
which we have many Inſtances in Hiſtory. 


The Manner of admitting Knights of Malta is 


as follows: „ The Proofs of their Nobility are 
made by Records, Contracts, Titles, Witnelles, 
« Epitaphs, and other Monuments. The Com- 
% miſſioners of Enquiry examine whether the Pa— 
rents of the Candidate have not derogated from 
their Quality by I'rade or Banking In this 
„% Reſpect, there is an Indulgence for the Cities 
« of Genoa, Florence, Steuna and Lucca; the In- 
e habitants of theſe Cities are not thought to dil- 
grace their Rank by turning Merchants. After 
« the Enquiry is finiſhed, the Commiſſioners make 
« a Report to the Chapter. If the Proofs arc 
« tound good and valid, they are tranſmitted to 
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« Malta under the Seal of the Grand Prior. The 
Candidate being arrived in the Ifland, his Titles 
« and Credentials are re-examined in an Aflembly, 
« jn the native Language of the Grand Prior who 
« preſented him; and if they are approved, he is 
admitted into the Order of Knights; and his 
« Antiquity computed from that Day, provided 
« he pay the ordinary Fine, which is two Hun— 
e dred and fifty Gold Crowns. The Proofs are 
« ſometimes rejected in Malta. In this Caſe, the 
„Money that had been given uſed formerly to be 
« returned; but, by a late Decree, it is now put 
into the Treaſury. *. 

This Decree, dear Monceca, ſeems highly un- 
juſt. A Society, when they refuſe to admit a 
Perſon among them, ought not to take his Mo- 
ney. Perhaps the Reaſon of this Ordinance is 
only to make Candidates more circumſpett ; and 
to check any Attempts made by the Chapters of 
particular Provinces, where the Proofs are firſt 
made. But though it be admitted, that all the 
Statutes of the Malteze are not equally perfect, 
it muſt ſtil! be granted, that few Nations are of 
greater Service to Exrope in general. Was it not 
tor them, the Mediterranean would be perpetually 
infeſted by Pirates. They are a kind of common 
Protection to the Trade of all Nations. Even I, 
who am a Few, and conſequently hated and de- 
ſpiſed in the higheſt Degree by the Knights of 
Malta, cannot forbear doing Juſtice to their Va- 
lour, and acknowledging the publick Service 
done to all trading People of whatever Religion 

they be. The Eugliſb, for ever ready to under- 
value any Thing in which themſelves have no 
Concern, ſeem utterly to contemn the Malteze. 
But it is eaſy to fee, that Pride and Vanity, the 
natural Vices of that People, bribe their Judgment 

in 
* Morcri, under the Article Malta. 


368 JEWISH LETTERS. 
in the preſent Caſe. I would ask the haug!:t; 
Engliſh, are they always at Peace with the Salter 
Rovers, thc Algermes, the Tuniſians and Tito. 
t ans: If they ſhould anſwer in the negative, mot 
they not own, that 'tis an Advantage there are 
conſtantly a Number of Gallies and Men of War, 
which coſt them nothing, to ſecure the Navigation 
to Conſtantinople and the Levant. If they in. 
that the African Tarks dare not go to War with 
them; I can aſſure them, that the belt Reaſon they 
can give for their Opinion is their preſent great 
Naval Force. But may nor this Force one Day 
be employed clſewhere? It is but very lately they 
were upon the Point of being engaged againlt the 
united Fleets of France and Hain. Had the 4, 
erines then declared War againſt them, won!d 
the Engliſh have had the Leiſure and Opportunity 
to ſend a Squadron of Ships before Algiers. Thi 
Dutch, who rival the Exgliſh with reſpect to the 
Empire of the Sea, arc more candid and fincere, 
and frankly own, that the Knights of Malta are 
very ſerviceable. Indeed every Day's Experien-c 
proves this I ruth. How otten have the Age 
broke Faith with them? Are they not jvit now 
actually at War with the Government or Svc! 
Their trading Vellels to Egypt, or to any Fort in 
the Archipelago, find a ſecute Harbour in Ma- 
to put into, where they are guarded from tn» 
Corfairs by the Malte ge Fleet. Jo pretend, dea, 
Monceca, that the Knights of Malta are of 10 der 
vice to the general I rade of Exropc, is as ridion 
lous as to fay, that, in certain Foreſts infelted 5 
Highwaymen, it would be of no Ule to po! 
Guards to clear the Roads, and drive them away. 
It the trading Part of Mankind are oblizec t 
the Malteze, all the Lovers of polite Literatus 
ar2 no leſs obliged to them; their liJand being“ 
Bulwark which ſecures [ly from the Detigns 
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the Turks, The great View of Charles V. in gi- 
ving Malta to the Knights, was to ſecure the 
Franquillity of his Kingdoms of Naples and d:- 
h. As the Eugliſñ naturally love the polite 
Arts, and have carried the Improvement of the 
Sciences to ſuch an exalted Pitch; they ought to 
look upon it as their Duty to preſerve Italy, 
which was once the Mother of true Learning 
and uſeful Arts, which it pourcd out ſo liberally 
upon all the reſt of Europe. Belides, it ſhould be 
remembered, that Uzaly till pofleſſes an infinite 
Number of Beauties and Wonders, which demand 
the Protection of all who think it glorious to 
ſpcak and think in a Manner different from the 
Vulgar. few as | am, and bred up in the Hatred 
of the Nazareae Religion, yet would | defend St.“ 
Peter's Church, it it lay in my Power, againlt 
the cruel Attacks of the barbarous Turks. © IIe 
e world I ſay to myſeif, hall the tineſt Edifice in 
„the World, the Work of the molt skilful Ar- 
« tilts that ever lived; ſhall this glorious Fabrick 
„ fall a Sacrifice to wild and lavage Fury! Tho? 
the Deity forbids me to take Part with Infidels, 
« it does no where command me to approve of 
« the Demolition of the nobleſt Monuments, 
„ tuch as do Honour to the human Nature. It 
is not the Work of Raphacl, as a Nazarene, 
that I defend; it is the Work of Raphael, as a 
„% Man, and a Man too of ſuperior Abilities to 
„all the reſt of his Profeſſion. If the Arts and 
Sciences are common to. all Countries, and 
Hall Religions, thoſe who cultivate, who love 
% and honour them, are all Brethren. L 

Farewel, dear Alonceca; and let not any Pre— 
judice of Party, or of Country, prevent thy ap— 
plauding Whatever is truly commendable. 


Malta, ****, 


LETTER 
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LETTER CXCVI. 


AARON MoNCECA fo ISAAC Ox1s. 


H K French, dear Iſaac, have a Word in 
their Langnage, which authorizes the great- 


ci Abluréities; which gives a Ripht to 
condemn ſuch Things as are molt approved, ane 
procures a fort of Reputation to all that uſe © 
Thou wilt eaſily imagine, that this Word mul! 
be- often in the Mouth of Fops and Petzrs Muitres. 
Indeed they bring it in on all Occaſions; and 
TeS TE (or that is the mighty Sound) is genc- 
rally introduced into all Converſations, even the 
moſt riciculous. If a Man tires the Publick with 
the Hiſtory of his Adventures, he does it fo imi— 
tate Perſons of Teſte. If another ſpeaks None- 
ſenſe; if he roves, whiſties, or ſings, it is i! 
Taſte that makes him behave in ſuch a Manner. 
Does a Nobleman hang his Cloſet with Pictures, 
which have neither Dipnity in the Compoſition, 
nor Correctneſs in the Drawing; and does he pre- 
ter theſe to the beautiful Pieces of Kaphael, and 
of T:tian? It is Taſte that does all this. Former 
ly ignorant Perſons uſed to commend a Piece of 
900d Painting; but it is quite otherwile now. 


The modern Teſte bids us prefer the Gewgaws of 
Vatteau and Laucret to the noble Compolitions of 


Carrache and Tintoret. Does a Petit Aaitre con— 
demn the Arts and Sciences, and thoſe who cul— 
tivate them; does he condemn without once read: 
ing all the Greek and Latin Authors? It is (till 
Taſte that makes him prouounce the wite Deci- 


ſion. Taſte intorms him, without Study, without 
Labour, that 7 acl the World, for two Thouſan: 
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Years, have been crrant Blockheads, for citcem- 
ing a Set of Pedants and TIriflers. 

Tafte makes true Wit conſiſt in a certain Or- 
der or Raugement of Words, without any Mean- 
ing. But then theſe Words. are o ſott, theſe 
oounds are ſo {weet and harmonious, that a Man 
mult have a particular I alcnt to excel in the Art. 
he Adepts in this Science, deſpite the obſolete 
Orators of Greece and Rome. They conſider them 
only as a Set of dull Fellows, whole Reatons 
were indeed pretty good, but their __—_ wretch- 
&dly low, that no Perton of Tete, had that Age 
produced any, could have underſtood them. 

But Fops and Coxcombs are not the only Per- 
ſous who think and ſpeak in this judicious Man- 
ner. A great Number ot Authors are allo of this 
Opinion. A Book was lately publiſhed here, in 
which it is aflerted, that Cicero is ſtuſted with 
bombalt Expreflions, and falſe Humour; that his 
Images are often low and chiidith ; and that, had 
the Senate been Men of Zajte, he would have 
found but few Admirers. Cato, fays the ſame 
worthy Author, was a Pedant, and Hortenſius a 
mere Trifler. Thete are his very Words; and 
can we doubt of his being a Perlon of Taſte, who 
fivours the World with ſuch wonderful Ditco- 
veries. The very Title of his Book informs the 
Reader what vait Advantages he hal] reap from 
that claborate Performance. It is called, An Ej- 
ſuv hiflorical and philoſophical on Taſte 5 that is, in 
plain Engliſh, a learned 4 Diertation, proding by 
Fl /tary and Philoſophy, that the Ancients were à 
Parcel vf Numſculs; aud that all Fureiguers are 

wid of common Yenjſe, true Ii it and good "Taſte be— 
to confine A ta Paris. 

l'hou mayſt poſſibiy imagine, dear Iſaac, that! 
furce an Interpretation von this Author, and make 
bim ſpeak Things he never meant. Far from ic, 

Jailnre 
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I aſſure thee, I only expreſs in a few Words, whiz 


he has laid in many. Is not France vaſtly happy, in vi. | 


ving Birth to ſuch prodigious Genuiles ; who reficc 
ſo much Honour upon their Country, and enlighten 
the World with their Lucubrations ! What ſignity 
the Lockes, the Letbnitzzes? J hey know nothing 
of Taſte; and preſent their Countrymen with Ny- 
tions, as grols and uſeleſs to Engird4 and Ger- 
many, as thoſe of Cicero were to ancicut Ke. 


But a Writer, ſuch as Abbot Cartaud de 11 /illate, | 


is a Hero in the Republick of Letters, born to 
improve the Zofte of all to whom Nature has dc- 
nicd ſuch a vait Bleſſing. 

Railery apart, dear Iſaac, thou canſt not con- 
ceive the monſtrous Height to which ſome French 
Authors carry their Folly and Extravagance. | hey 
ſcem reſolved, not only to deſtroy Learning, at 
home, but likewiſe to render their Countrymen 
contemptible in the Eyes of all Ezrope, from the 
Judgment that muſt neceſlarily be formed of them 
abroad, when they approve ſuch wretched aud 
ſenſeleſs Performances as are daily publiſhed at 
Paris. Men of true Literature content themſelves 
with deſpiſing ſuch Writers, without taking the 
Trouble to expoſe them as they deſerve. I his, 
however, is very far wrong: For many People 
look upon their Silence as an Approbation of tie 
falſe Principles contained in thele Books; many 
Perſons of weak Genius, who value theinlelves 
on being in the Mode, who aftect Singularitics, 
adopt the Sentiments of theſe pitiful Scribblers, 
and do infinite Prejudice, not only to Learning 
in general, but alſo to the French in particular, 

who are thought to be upon the Verge of returm— 
ing to the Barbarity of the Goths and Yardals. 

Indeed, what can Foreigners think, when thc) 
ſee what ſtupid Books are publiſhed here at ti 
Day? They are but ſo many Novels, the bell 9 
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which arc fit only to entertain a few Coxconchs 
and filly Girls. When thefte Romances are well 
writ, in a {imple and natural Stile, fuch as ſuits 
Books of that kind, we ought not to Cry out a— 
ainſt their Numbers; ; fince, it they do no en 
Good, they do no great Harm. But we have a Rig! 
to cenfure ſeverely {ſuch as fecm written in no 
other View but to corrupt the Feuch Tongue 
to accuſtom People to an attected Way ot I bink= 
ing; to teach Writers to be nnintelii;;ble to their. 
Readers; in ſhort, to enjoin them to Prelent 110 
ting to the Mind but a Parcel of Words, the Con— 
nexion of which is 10 pcrplexec, t that 10 find out 
their Meaning gives as much ]'ronble, as a Com- 
mentator has to explain the moit difticalt Patlive 
in an Author, who wrote two or three | houtand 
Years ago. It is to apologize for fich Works as 
theſe, and even to commend them, that we ice 
new Books daily publiſhed like thoſe Of Abbot 
Cartaud. Theſe Writers, to give the greater Cur— 
rency to the Noutente, and talie Fhourbts of theſe 
pretended Pertons of Zefte, infolently criticite and 
condemn all the Ancients by Lump; and likewile 
all who have formed themſelves upon their Mo- 
del. Perhaps Cicero, Virgil, Ilomer, Demoſthenes, 
Qc. might have eſcaped Centure in theſe latter 
Ages, had not the Des AMunrets, the Les Perraults 
and the La Mottes, &c. been lo much in Vogue. 
Not but theſe Authors had foine Genins, and even 
Merit, that deſerved Praiie on many Accounts. 
But then, while we do them Jaſtice in one Re- 
ſpect, it is abſolutely necctlary in another, that 
we oppole the Evil they have done to the Repub- 
lick of Letters. Had this been ſealonavly done, 


we ſhould not have been plagued with a Polie of 


bad Writers, who, imitating only the Singulart- 
ties of Stile and Thought in Foatenclie 2nd {a Motte, 


and not having Genius enough to initate what 15 
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good and valuable in theſe Authors, entirely de 1 


{troy polite Literature. 


Is it poſiible, for Inftance, that any Writer can! 
go to a more extravagant Exceſs than the Abb: | 
 Cartand de la Villatte has done? This Author, | 
who ſets up for the Standard of Taſte; who de- 
clares, that Herodotus's Diction is like that of , | 
drunken Man ; that Thucydides has ſeveral eſlen- 
tial Errors; that the Odes of Horace have not that 


Exactneſs of Meaſure, which ought to prevail in 


a perfect Piece; hath the Aſſurance to compare ; 
the Genius of the ancient Italiaus to the Capers | 


of an Opera-dancer. Indeed, the Expreſſions he 
makes uſe of on this Occation are truly worthy 
of that Compariſon. I give thee here, dear 1ſaac, 
a Specimen of them; from whence I would have 
thee form a Judgment of the Stile of thele who 
are Adverſaries to the Ancients. Nature is alle 
zo raiſe herſelf to any Tone, when duly exerciſed in 
her Infancy. Nevertheleſs, ſhe ſometimes antici- 
pates Education. Ine has formed the Italian Ge- 
eius for Sallies aud Caſcades, as ſhe did Madens: 
ſelle Camargo for high Dances. In them we inen 
obſerve a bright Thought ſhining through the Mig 
of the Horrors of Deſpair, juſt as we ſee in ihe 


Night an Igais fatanus gliding along the Surface of 


the Sea before a great Storm. Hath not a Man, 
who writes in ſuch a polite Manner, juſt Reaſon 
to treat Cicero as a raw and inaccurate Writer? 
Had this Roman Wit enough to compare Nature 

to a Harpſicord? Would he have invented the 
fine Phraſe, /e can raiſe herſelf to any Tune“ 


Could his dull Pate have diſcovered the Affinity 
between the Sallies of the Italiaus and the Capers 
of Camargo? Would he have hit on the beautiful 
Image of Caſcades of the Mind? Methinks I ſee 
the good Senle of the poor {zalians precipitate it- 
felt, like a Torrent, over craggy Rocks; While 
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the Force and Energy of this Expreſſion raiſes me 
above mylelf, and infpires me with Thoughts wor- 
thy the Fultian and Bomball Ot the learned Direc- 
tors of Zaſte. Who could read, without Emo— 
ton, the laſt Phraſe in the above Quotation! 12 
th die We ma; ert de a br ight I horght ſhiuiug thro? 
the Midſti of the Horrors of Deſpair, juſt as we ſee 
an 18175 fatuns in the Night glidiag along the Sur— 
face 'of the $29 Hefare a Storm. Could an Author 
expreſs bimſelf with greater Emphaſis? Zhe [lore 
rors of Deſpair! Here we have the Grand, and 
the Terrible: And, by a Touch peculiar to Men 
of Taſte, this Grand, this Verrible, is joincd with 
the Sprighely and the Gay, 7 . the bright Thownghe 
mentioned in the ſame Sentence. Had not a mo— 
dern Author Reaſon, when he fad, that, in the 
Works of the Writers of the preſent Age, it of— 
ten happens, that two Words are ſurpriſed to find 
themſelves coupled together. This had never be— 
tallen thein before; and they never expea to meet 
again any more. 

There is another Circumſtance obſerve able in 
this Paſſage, vg. that the Author has fallen into 
the ſame Error which the wite Directors of Taſte 
have charged upon Homer. Thou knowelt very 
well, that Perrault frequently exclaims againſt 
the Compariſvas uſed by that Poet, and calls them 
long-tailed Metaphors. Sure, the Genizs of the Ita- 
lians, compared to an [pz1s Jatuns, &. ſeems to 
me as long-trained as a Courtier's Robe, to keep 
to the technical Term. Is it an unpardonable 
Crime in Homer, a Poet, to fill his Book with 
pleaſing Images; and Mall a Philoſopher and Hiſ- 
torian be allowed greater Liberties, without the 
leaſt Guilt? Abbot Certaud, by the Maxims of 
Zaſte, might introduce into à h:/torical and philuſo- 
phical Eſſay, ſuch Flowers and Embelliſhments, 
as Homer 888 not to bring into a beroick Poem : 
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Our venerable Critick was in no Fault, when h 


rejected the molt judicious Compariſons of 0 


Aucients, and ſtruck out ſome new ones of h 

Owen, and thoſe of a very extraordinary Kind; 
tach as the following: 
dtonicus are [ike Swe, hewn unt of a rough Rock, 
covered with Mofs, 


Thoughts of ſo fine and new a Turn. Nothing 


but Taſte could diſcern a Reſemblance between | 
Verſes and Statues bewa ot of a rough _ - 


vered with Moſs 

Daudtteſs Perſons of ſuch a refined and natural 
Jurn of I hought have a Right to cenſure Pl:zy'; 
Pancgyrich, as writ in the 1 ate of the Italiun Con 
celei; and to criticiſe the Works of Virgil and 
Lacan. It would take a Man ſome Years to 
eomprehend the deep Meaning of the judicious 
and bright Carzazd's Animadverſions on theſe rwo 
Foets; but then it would more than compenſate 
a ten Years Search, could he at laſt inibibe the 
leaſt Degree of that fine Taſte of which he is the 
Depoſitary. Lacan, ſays he, has ſomething inore 
aſton:fhing than Virgil _ Virgil, Enthuſiaſm ſeems 
to hade been raiſed "by the Smoke of Tacenſe, iu the 


HT: ajt of the Grimaces of the Temple; and that of 


Lucan ſeems to have been lighted up by a Thunder. 
bolt. ouch Perſons as delight in Riddles may find 
very agreeable Amuſement in gueſſing at this Au— 
thor's Meaning. For my own part, it is quite 
above my Capacity. I ſpent ſeveral Days in po- 
ring upon the profound Sentence juſt now men- 
tioned, without being ever the wiſer. At laſt ! 
concluded, that this being a new Species of Rhe— 
torick invented by the Directors of Taſte, it would 
be Preſumption in me, who had no other Prin- 
ciples of Eloquence but what 1 borrowed from 
the pitiful Ancient, Quintilian, to attempt to un- 
riddle 


The Verſes of Livius An- | 


4 Zhucydides and X enophon had | 
not Genius enough to preſent their Readers with | 


riddle 
{ervec 
canſt 
good 
alas! 


Forei 


Taſte. 
thy D 
hen f1« 
that ( 
thy 11 
learn 
ect u 
2 27 
Mari 
great 
are e 
of -'T 
Man 
Pour. 
ſus. 
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riddle a modern Myſtery. This Honour is re— 
ſerved for Men of Taſte. Dear Iſaac, if thou 
canſt find out this P'reaſure of Wiſdom, be fo 
good as let me partake of thy Diicoveries. But 
alas! thou, as well as myſelf, art but an ignorant 
Foreigner, born in Darkneſs, and a Stranger to 
Taſte. 1 would therefore advile thee never to rack 
thy Brain with a Thing ſo far above thy Compre- 
henſion. Remember, however, for thy Comfort, 
that Clarke, Ditton, &c. are the Companions of 
thy ill Fortune. Theſe Writers, according to the 
learned Cartaud, have publiſhed nothing but Con- 
jectures; aud never informed their Readers with any 
thing new. The Lockes, the Newtons, and the 
Marthams deſerve indeed ſome Elogiums, but with 
great Abatements. Nay further, know that there 
are even among the French ſome Perſons as void 
of Taſle as thou. Boileau, for Inſtance, was a 
Man of a melancholy Turn of Mind, (ubjedt to Va- 
pours, aud who uſurped the Dielaturſhip of Parnuſ- 
ſus. Oze great Fault of his Invedives was the 
want of Delicacy and Truth. His Performances 
were indeed correct, but rough and without Fire, 
Since thoſe, dear {ſaac, who monopolize to them- 
ſelves all the good Taſte, rank us with no worſe 
Company than Locke and Boileau, let us never 
complain of our Misfortune. | 

But, to be ſerious, 1 cannot conclude my Let- 
ter without lamenting ſincerely the il! State of the 
Belles Lettres at this Day in France, while they 
{cem to reaſſume new Strength in Eug land. 
Farewel, my Friend; live content and happy, 
and laugh, as 1 do, at the pretended good /e 
of the Age. 


Peri, 


F143 LEFTER 
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LETTER CXCvVi. 
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1 


Informed thee, dear Iſaac, 


great an Influence what they call Taſte has, 
in France, over the Sciences. 


in my laſt, how | 


It has as much Power over the polite Arts. | 


Painting is in as great Danger from it as the Belles | 
Indeed, the beautiful Pieces of Pouſſia, 


Lettres. 


le Brun, and le Swear, are not much ſought atter 
in this Age; and ſuch Artiſts as endeayour to 
imitate theſe great Geniuſes, and exhibit in their 
Works that Majeſty and Harmony, which are the 
very Soul of Deſigning, are much leſs in Vogue 


than thoſe Daubers, 


whoſe Painting would not 


formerly have been thought worthy of an Anti- 
Matteau was the Marivaux, and Lan- 
cret the la Motte in Painting. Theſe two Painters, 
not being able to come near the great Models, 


chamber. 


and ſcorning to be mere Imitators, 
to invent a new Taſte. 


endeavour'd 
They made Choice of 


ſuch an one as they fancied would pleaſe their 


Nation, which was, 
fond of nothing but Trifles. 


an Hundred ſuch groteſque Figures. 


even then, degenerated and 


They fell to the 
painting Harlequins, Scaramonches, Mezetins, and 


Fo the 


Scandal of common Senſe, theſe baſtard Produc- 
tions were received aud approved by the Publick; 
and, what is worſe, they were preferred to the 


Compoſitions of the greateſt Painters. 
thus encouraged by the Great, 


Ta: ie, 


This bad 
ſoon pre- 


vailed among thoſe of inferior Rank; ſo that at 
this Day we may lee whole Apartments hung 


With 


Love for Trifles, and a bad Taſte, See the foregoing Letter 
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with Bawbles and Knick-knacks, which are more 
like ſo many Fans than true Pictures. 

Moſt Painters, in order to get off their Pieces, 
have been forced to row with the Stream, to 
quit in a great Meaſure their old Manner, and 
to give into the new Mode. Even le Moine, who 
in another Age might have equalled le Sue ur, 
paints little elſe but theſe trifling Pieces. Vanlo 
and Caze are the only Perſons of Courage who 
make a Stand againſt that general Corruption; 
who refuſe to diſhonour their Names, or to bring 
an Odium on their Profeſſion. Theſe true He- 
roes have not deviated in the leaſt from the an- 
cient and good Taſte; they have introduced into 
their Works Sacks and Baskets, inſtead of true 
pictoreſque Drapery; nor have they given us 
wry Faces, in room of graceful and noble Airs. 


However, they paid dear for their Obſtinacy ; 


while other Painters got Money, they were obliged 

to put up with the empty Applauſe of a few Con- 

noiſeurs. | | 
The Foreigners who come to Paris are mightily 


ſurpriſed at the Progreſs of bad Taſte in this Coun- 


try ſince the Death of Lewis XIV. They can 
ſcarce conceive how the French, after le Brun, 
Ponſſin, Bourdon, Fouvenet, &c. could all on a 
ſudden fall to idolize Marteau, Lancret, Pater, 
and ſuch like Puppet-ſhew Painters. They reco- 
ver, however, a little from their Conſternation, 
by reflecting on the ſtrange Fondneſs of the French, 
and eſpecially of the Pariſians, for Novelties and 
Toys. 

It was not a Scarcity of able Painters that gave 
the Vogue to this zew Taſte. There are ſeveral 
Adepts in the Art at this Day in Paris, Case, 


the two LYaulys, and ſome others may be reckoned 


of this Number. It will be ſaid, perhaps, that 
they come far ſhort of ſe Pouſſin and le Saueur. 
his 
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This I readily grant ; but though a Poet be not 90 
great a Genius as Homer, may not he be a good 


Poet notwithſtanding? Giulio Romano, and the ; 


reſt of Aaphael's Scholars, could not pretend to 
the Talents of their Maſter ; and yet the 1:9/ian; 


did not refuſe to do Juſtice to their Merit. 


Becauſe theſe Painters could not equal the beſt 


Deſigner in the Univerſe, their Countrymen dig | 


not therefore give into a new Taſte, a thoulind 
Degrees farther from Perfection than the Compy- 
ſitions which they cenſured. | 
An Engl: 
other Day at a Picture-ſhop, made an Obſervation 
on this Subject, which may juſtly mortify the 
French not a little. After running over a vat 
Number of Pictures, repreſenting Italian Come- 
dies, Dances, and Country-wakes ; What is your 
Opinion, ſaid he, of all theſe fantaſtical Pieces? I 
am really aſtoniſhed, ſaid I, that they ſhould be ſo 
much in Vogue. This gives me Pain for the very 
Art of Painting, leſt it be abſulntely loft in this 
Country. Your bears, replied he, are not without 
Ground. A great many People pretend to propheſy, 


that, twenty Tears hence, two of Raphael's Pictures 


will be bartered for one of Watteau's Fans. 
However improbable ſuch an Exchange may be 
thought, yet in Exgland many a Wager has been 
laid ou that Occaſion. Thoſe who think it im- 
poſſible to happen, alledge the Abſurdity of ſup— 
poſing, that Men, who retain the leaſt Share of 
Reaſon and common Senſe, ſhould ever carry 
their Extravagance to ſuch a Height. But thoie 
on the affirmative Side of the Queltion, produce 
an Inſtance which ſeems to promiſe fair that they 
ſhall not loſe their Wager. © Had any Man, \:y 
« they, aſſerted fifty Years ago, that the French 
« within that Feriod would write and approve 
« Books, conſiſting of nothing but a Jumble of 1 
: 4 u 


% Gentleman, whom 1 met with the 
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60 fantaſtically joined together ; that they would —_ 

« lickly maintain, that theſe 1 orks were perfecl 1 

« therr Kind; and that the Writings of Virgil, Ci. 187.18 

% cero, Ovid, Livy, Tacitus, Sc. are zreifiizg 4 
is 


« Rhapſodies: Would not ſuch an Al ſertion have 10 4 
T: ? et thi / Min 
re a mad one* And yet this is a rea N 
% Fact. Raphael may conſequently meet with V ir- 14 
« oils Fate; and Watteau with that of Peraſlon TM 
« and Cartand de la Villatte.” VOM: 


When a Frenchman, continued the Ez2l:fþ Gen- 
tleman, endeavorrs tv prove that la Motte's AH orks 
are ſuperior to thoſe of the Ancients, methinks I 
meet Orlando Furiolo dragging his dead Ilosſe at 0 
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his Ileelß; beſlowng the higheſt Eloginmas ox it; 
forcing me to give him a living ohe for 16; and af- 
ſuring me that his Horſe has und other Fault but his 
being dead. I imagine that I hear the Admirer of 
la Motte telling me in the fuſtiam Language of his 
Hero 3 « My Oaes, if you except fittecn of tnem, 
* have not that Fire and Harmony which become 
„ that Sort of Poetry: But then, to balance this 
« Defect, they have a periodical and ſoporifick 
. Rotundity, which is of infinite Advantage to 
& thoſe who want Reſt. My Fables are witten 
e in a Strain that was 3 wn till I gave it 
„Vogue. They introduced the happy Mode of 
&« exprefling, in the grandeſt Terms, the moſt 
common Things. A Cabbage muſt be no longer 
called a Cabbage, but a Kitchen garden Phdno— 
menon; and a Dial mult be called & S»lrr-regi- 
« ter. Are not ſuch quaint Phraſes infinitely. 
„ preferable to all the antiquated Beauties of Ho— 
mer?“ I it any Abſardity,continued the Eugliſh- 
man, to ſuppoſe that a Nation, who prefers ſuch 
modern Impertinencies to the real Beauties of the 
ancient Ureeks and Romans, will one Day ſet 
Lancret and Watteau www Raphael and Geer 
gio? For my own part, I can ſee nothing ridiculoas 
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in laying the Wager I mentivned; and I am ſv much 


ſtruc with the Progreſs which bad Taſte makes in 


France, that I think none can fix the Bounds where 


it will ſtop. 


It were to be wiſhed, dear Iſaac, that the French 


were acquainted with this &zgl:ſhman's Reflections, 


and that they would make a proper Uſe of them. 


All who love the liberal Arts and Sciences are 


intereited in their Preſervation. Some great Ge- 
nius like Boileau ſhould endeavour to (top the 
Current of bad Taſte, and to oppoſe the Evils it 
occaſions. | 

To return, dear Jaac, to our Subject. Thoſe 
who excel in drawing Portraits, have not fallen 
from the Glory of Titian and Vaudyke; and as 
People at Paris have not yet taken it into their 


Heads to be painted in the Character of a HIarle— 


quin or Colombine, the Taſte of Wattean has not 
yet debauched Largilliere, -Kigaud or de Troyes. 
The Works of thele famous Painters excced all 
of the Kind produced at this Day in Europe: TI he 
beſt Portrait-painters, whether of /zaly, Germany, 
Holland, and particularly of Euglaud, are but 
Bunglers when compared with them. It is not 
certain, that France will have this Advantage to 
boaſt of long: For ſhould ſome Court-Lady, or 


ſome lordly Fop, take it into their Heads to get 


themſelves painted in the Character of Mezer:; 
or Marinette; we ſhould inſtantly fee all France 
inchanted with the noble Fancy, and metamor- 
phoſed into an Italian Theatre. Good Taſte, there- 
fore, with regard to Portraits, ſtands but on a 
Precipice, and begins viſibly to decay. Is it not 
a ridiculous Whim to draw a Fontenelle, or a Sir 
Richard Steel in their Caps! Theſe Airs of Fami— 


liarity are no way agreeable to the Publick, before 


whom every one ought to appear with the greateli 


Decency. Formerly both Ladies and n 
a 
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nad the Frenzy to get themſelves painted in the 
Character of Friars and Nuns. Nothing could 
then be leen but Marquiſſes in Cowls, and Dutcheſ- 
ſes in Vails. Happily this Mode did not laſt long; 
but, perhaps, a more ridiculous one may ſpring 
up T'o-morrow. | 
Sculpture makes a pretty good Figure in this 
Country. If there are no Sculptors equal to Pz- 
get or Girardon; yet there are many who endea- 
vour to imitate thoſe great Maſters; and their 
Works, though not perfect, can nevertheleſs boaſt 
great Beauties. It is indeed probable, that Sculp- 
ture, being leſs dependent on Mode than Paint- 
ing, Will not be ſo apt to degenerate into bad 
Taſte. It is not however impoſlible, but in a lit- 
tle Time the Statues of Pantaloous and Punchinel— 
[ys will be received in all the Gardens of France. 
More than one Attempt has already been made 
to throw out the Venus of Medicis for Colombine, 
and the Faraeze Hercules for Scaramonch. This 
ridiculous Innovation was not indeed ſucceſs— 
ful; but that which was rejected at. one Time, 
may paſs current at another. Whenever this 
ſhall happen, the Sculptors, inſtead of juſt Pro- 
portions, Will endeavour to give their Statues the 
moſt extravagant wry Faces. They will loſe the 
Idea of Nature, and in room of groteſque I'igures, 
we ſhall ſee ſuch monſtruous Figures as were for- 
merly produced by Gothick Ignorance. When once 
the polite Arts begin to decline, there ſeems to be a 
ſecret Fatality which drags them along, and de- 
ſtroys them utterly. It was judiciouſly obſerved 
by Cicero, that all the Sciences are ſtrictly united 
to one another, ſo that the Moment any one of 
them becomes a Prey to bad Taſte, the reſt ſuffer 
together with it. The ſame will hold good with 
reſpect to the polite Arts. 
Muſick, dear /aac, is almoſt at as low an Ebb 


11 
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in France as Painting. An Attempt has been made 
to unite the Italtan Taite with that of the Hegch. 
This has produced a Sort of Medley, neither good 
Italian nor good French. The new Operas arcing- 
nitely inferior to tho!c of Lalli and of Campra. The 
French, ſpite of tiir Fondneſs for Novelty, are 


Obliged to return to the Ancients. Phaetyy, 
Thejens, Armida, &c. are the daily Entertainment 
of tne Fublick, and well received. Pyramus and 
Thisbe, Fephtha, the Elements and Interlude file 
Muſes, are applanded by none but the Lovers of 
Novclty; and even theſe cannot refuſe but /,:; 
mw ſuperior to all the Mulicians of the prelent 
ge. 


Inſtrumental Muſick is more improved in Pa- 


rig than Vocal; but this Improvement is by no 
Means owing to the French. Theſe only imitate 
the Italiaus; and in order to come the nearcr to 
the Model, they have quite abandoned the French 
Taſte. Le Clerc's Sonatas differ vaſtly more from 
Lulli's Manner and Taſte than from that of Co- 
rell:. If thoſe Muſicians, who compoſed tor the 
Violin, bac imitated the Authors of the modern 
Operas, blending every where the French Taſte 
with the Italian, they would have produced very 
bad Compoſitions ; whereas, ſo long as they (hall 
continue to purſue the Plan they bave laid down 
for themſelves, they may approach very near the 
greateſt Maſters, and perhaps equal them. There 
is, however, Reaſon to fear. that they will be 
forced to alter their Taſte. Many begin already 
to criticiſe their Works, as being too much in 
the Italian Mode, that is, too good. 

The Freach tell us, that Dancing is carried to 
the higheſt Pitch of Perfection among them. Fo- 
reigners, on the contrary, pretend, that what they 
ſee on the Opera-ſtage at Paris is not dancing, 
but cutting of Capers. Nay, ſome F008 
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this Country are of the ſame Opinion; and ſay, 
that Prevot dances, that Camargo jumps, and Ma- 
riette makes wry Faces. According to thele Peo- 
ple, there muſt be a Decorum in all Things, to 
make them pleaſe Perions of Judgment. A Wo— 
man, who dances like a Jumper or Vaulter, how 
great foever her Agility may be, acts out of Cha— 
racter, and cauſes more Surpriſe than Satisfaction. 


810 


The dancing of Prevoz gives Pleaſute, Camargsu's 


jumping raiſes Aſtoniſhment; but this Aſtouith- 
ment does not command that fott Attention, nor 
ſeave that ſecret Content in the Heart, with which 
Prevot's Graces inſpired it. | 

Such, dear [ſaac, is the State of the polite Arts 
in France. Thou wilt judge how greatly they 
have declined within theſe twenty Years, aud what 
Danger they are ſtill in of degenerating (till tar- 
ther. One Circumſtance which will confole the 
Lovers of them is this, that, though they decline 
in France, yet they flouriſh and improve in other 
Countries. The Arts and Sciences relemble Na— 
ture, whoſe apparent Loſſes always give Rilt to 
ſome new Productions. The Eugliſo, the Ger 
maus, &c. reap Advantages from the Misfortunes 
of the French, as theie did from the Malheurs of 
the Italians. When Petrarch, Boccace, Taſſo, 
Arioſto Raphael, Michael Angelo, Correggio and 
Titian flouriſhed, there was not one in Paris durſt 
vie with ſuch great Names. But, not long after, 


the Italiaus had but Perſons of a very indiſterent 


Genius among them; while there arole in France, 
Corneille, Racine, Boileau, Moliere, Mallebranche, 
Ke. In this Period, the Eugliſh had not ſeen their 
Newtons, their Loches, their Addiſans, their Popes, 
&c. But now they have had them; and the French 
begin to be reduced to the Partands, the Beau— 
champs, the Carfaits and Aloubis only. This Cir- 
culation of the liberal Arts and Sciences ought 
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to give a ſenſible Pleaſure to thoſe who look up- 
on themſelves as Citizens of the World, and who 
eſteem the worthy and uſeful where-ever they 
meet with it. A Frenchman, of this Turn of 
Mind, enjoys, in the Midſt of Paris, all the Ad— 
vantages of the various Countries where the Sci— 
ences are improved to the higheſt Degree: But 
few are ſo diveſted of Prejudice as to ac ſo Ju» 
dicious a Part. Adizu. 
Sr, POT 


S N ef SG , 


LETTER CXCVIII. 


AARON MoNCECA fo Isaac Onis. 


A FTER a Multitude of Difficulties, dear 


Iſaac, I have at lait happily ended all the 
Affairs I had in Paris. To-morrow ! in- 
tend to ſet out for Marſeilles, where I expect to 
find a Ship ready to ſail for the Iinperial City. | 
ſhall! not therefore have an Opportunity to write 
thee again tiil 1 arrive at Coſtautinople. There 
1 hope to meet Jacob Bito; tor by his laſt to 
me, I learned that he was ſetting out on his Re- 
turn to that City. 
After a hazardous, but inſtructive Voyage, we 
both ſhall reliſh better the Pleaſure of breathing 
Our native Air, and of enjoying the Converlation 
of our Friends and Relations. We will endea- 
vour to improve each other, by the Reflections 
we have wade on the Manners, the Cuſtoms and 
Character of the ſcveral Nations we have vilited. 
"Theſe will furniſh out an ample Field, and great- 
iy contribute to advance our Philoſophical Studies. 
We are now lcnlible how far Prejudice may arr 
au- 
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Mankind; we have been Eye-witnelles of the ci. 
mal Effects of Prejudice, even in the molt know- 
ing and polite Nations. | 

Before I fet out from Paris, Heaven, it ſeems, 
intended me a laſt Inſtruction, {ſtronger and more 
convincing than any I had yet met with; and 
which places in the faireſt Light Knavery and Hy- 
pocriſy, Superſtition and Enthufiaſin, Wetlinets 
and Credulity, Artifice and Cunning, Fury and 
Revenge. All theſe Paſſions, how oppolite ſo— 
ever they may appear, were united on this Occi- 
ſion. Had I ſpent but one Day in Purir, and 
been Witnels to this one Adventure, it would 
bave furnith'd Matter to moralize, all my Lite, 
on the Blindneſs of the common People, and the 
Inſincerity of thuſe who pretend to be their Guides. 

1 have frequently taken Notice to thee of tlie 
Molinifls and Fauſeniſts, and of Abbot Paris, a 
famous Saint among the latter. Ihe Adventure 
Iam going to relate concerns that pretended Saint; 
and therefore to give thee a perfect Idea of it, I 
mult obſerve ſome of the oppolite Steps taken by 
theſe two turbulent Orders in relation to this Affair. 

The Janſeniſts oppreſs'd by Authority, both ci— 
vil and eccleſiaſtical, found it difficult to ſupport 
a ſinking Cauſe. In this Situation they thought 
upon a proper Expedient, and had Recourſe to 
Miracles, in order to confirm the deſponding Par- 
ty, and win over new Adherents. They were 


no ways ſucceſsful at firſt, with /a Fe, a Wo- 


man troubled with a bloody Flux; but they were 
more lucky in their Choice of Abbot Paris. He 
Was one of their Deacons; and a Man of a ſin- 
gularly good Character, which they knew would 
be of mighty Service to their Defign. They therc- 
fore, by their private Authority, placed him in 
Heaven; and by the Plenitude of their own Pow- 
er, not ouly aſcribed to him the Gift of Miracles, 

| | K 2 bus. 
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but even cauſed him to work great Numbers, 
The common People, who are always the Dupes 
of Iinpoltors, grecdily ſwallowed down thete Nu- 
velties, ran in Crowds to this new Saint, aud 
were perpetually imploring bis Afliſtance. 

The Moliniſte, tearing that ſuch Abuſe would 
be attended with Conſequences fatal to their Or— 


der, did not fail to oppoſe it with great Keennels. 


Af we permit, ſay they, our ſworn Enemies to 
« ulurp the Prerogative of canonizing, and of 
« working Miracles, we can no longer brand 
« them with the Stigma of Hereticks. It is there- 


„ fore abſolutely neccilary, for the Sake of Mi- 


% uiſm, and eſpecially for the Interelt of the Je— 
„ ftiits, that Abbot Paris quit bis celeſtial Man— 
„ fion, and trudge down to the Territories of 
« HBelgeebub. We muſt unſaint his Reverence, 
« and repreſent all his Virtues as ſo many leger— 
& demain Tricks, or Works of the Devil.” Thus 


- 


they exclaimed againſt him every where. 


In the mean Time the Jauſeniſts were not idle; 
they aſſerted, with great Aſlurance, that their 
Saint, every Day, wrouglee ſome ſurpriſing Mi- 
racle; that he cured Diſeaſes beyond any human 
Art; that he gave Sight to the Blind, Hearing to 
the Deaf, Speech to the Dumb, Sc. and that he 
wrought all theſe Miracles by making his Patients 
dance, jump and caper, in the ſame Manner as 
the Mulicians in 1zaly cure the Bite of a Tarantula. 

The Moliniſts exclaimed greatly again(t this 
whimſical Method of Cure. They ſtrongly at- 


firmed, that it was impoſlible for theſe Miracles 


to be real, or elſe that they were the Work of 
the Devil, ſince Abbot Paris made his Patients 
frantick before he reſtored them to Health; and 
this Manner of Cure, by jumping and howling, 
reſembled very much the Agonies and Convul— 
lions of one poſſeſſed by the Devil. FH 
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All this, however, did not diſcourage the Jau— 
ſeaiſts from going on with their Deſign. They 
always ſtrongly aflerted, that the Deity was at 
Liberty to act as he thought proper, and that it 
did not become weak Mortals to pry into his 
Councils; that St. Paris, knowing the French 
Gout tor Shews and Dancing, wrought his Mi- 
racles in ſuch a Manner, as was molt like to ex- 


cite the Curiolity of the People, and make an 


Impreſſion on their Minds. © As the ancient 
« Manner of working Miracles has been ſo long 
« diſuſed, it would not be much regarded at this 
« Day; and it is really ſurpriſing that the Moli- 
« zifts, who believe that St. [zaazzas made uſe of 
« certain Verſes in Firgil to cure Perſons poſſeſ- 
« fed of the Devil *, will not allow St. Paris 
« to employ ſome of Camargo's + unnatural Steps, 
« and ſome of Allard's + violent Diſtortions, in 
« doing his Feats. It mult be granted, either that 
« the Miracles wrought by the Saints among the 
« Molinifts are performed by a diabolical Aid, or 
« that the beatified Janſeniſts ſtand in need of no 
« ſuch Aſſiſtance; tince the Saints of both Sides 
« equally make uſe of extraordinary Methods to 
&« reſtore Health.” | | 

But theſe Arguments have made no Impreſſion 
on the Moliuiſts, who (till continue to declaim 
againſt Abbe Haris; while the Janſeniſis, on the 
other hand, are inceſlantly publiſhing new Mi- 
racles. And the credulous Vulgar, who never 
fail to become the Dupes of any Perſon who is ſo 
wicked as to impoſe upon them, blindly ſubſcribe 
to whatever the Directors of the Convulſions 
pleaſe to dictate. Multitudes of People were daily 
crowding about the Grave of Abbot Paris. Some 

K k 3 bawͤled 

* See Letter LVIII. | 
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bawled and howled in the moſt terrible Manner; 
whilſt others danced and capered, and ſome con- 
tented themſelves only with being SpeCtators of 


theſe Extravagancies. And the unworthy Au- 
thors of all this Farce, after diſturbing the Minds, 


and drowning the Reaſon of thoſe unhappy Vic- 
tims of groſs Superſtion, enjoy the Pleaſure of 


ſeeing their villanous Impoſtures triumph, even 


before the Eyes of their afflicted Enemies. 

Theſe Adverſaries, however, ſtill flatter'd them- 
ſelves, that the wild Extravagancies and Agita- 
tions of the Convulſionaries, would entirely de- 
ſtroy the Credit of the Abbot Paris; at leaſt, with 
all Men who ſhould uſe their Reaſon. But, even 
in this, they weredeceived. Superſtition and En- 
thuſiaſm ſpread from the Vulgar to People of Fi— 
gure; and Multitudes of al! Ranks flock'd to the 
Abbot's Grave, to obtain the Aid of his Inter- 
ceſſion. This Janſeniſt Saint acted, with regard 


to his Votaries, much like Aſtrologers, who, 


amidſt a Number of Falſities uttered by them, 
ſometimes chance to hit upon the Truth. Thus, 


among a vaſt Multitude of Patients who found 


no Relief, ſome, either by Time, by mere Chance, 


or poſſibly by the Force of Imagination, were 


cured of their Diſeaſes. 


This was enough to give a wonderful Reputa- 
tion to the Patron of the Capercrs ; and from that 
Inſtant the moſt ſurpriſing Cures were aſcribed 
to him. But unhappily he often failed on theſe 
Occaſions. And when his Devotees were rallied 


on that Account, and asked why their Patron 


Saint did not cure all Perſons alike; they made 
the ſame Anſwer which is given by Men of all 
Religions where the Belief of Miracles prevails, 
vi. that thuiſe who did not receive any Benefit, 
wanted that Degree of Faith requiſite on ſuch Occa- 


_fious. But how comes it to paſs, did their Ad- 


« verſarics 


— — CW 
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« verſaries ſtill object, that Numbers have been 
« agitated and convulſed, and yet not cured?” 
This alſo was charged upon their Infidelity. Ll his 
was a general Aniwer to all Objections; and 
thereby the ſimple Vulgar were made to ſwal- 
low down the groſſeſt Abſurdities. 

Thus the Principles of the Janſeniſts came into 
Vogue by the Favour of theſe Miracles. This 
was a great Eye-ſore to the Moliuiſts. They were 
apprehenſive, that, in caſe a Stop was not put to 
theſe Things, two of the molt darling Articles 
of their Faith would fall to the Ground. The 
firſt is, that the Pope reaſons with Judgment, even 
when he nwiters the greateſt Abſurdities; and the 
ſecond, that his Slipper is ſacred, and ought to be 
kiſſed, even by the greateſt Monarchs in the World. 
For ever ſince the pretended Miracles of Abbot 
Paris, his Slippers were become the Rivals of 
thoſe of the ſovereign Pontiff. The Farſeniſts 
gave out, that the very Water in which they had 
been dipp'd cur'd all manner of Diſeaſes ; ſo that the 
Credit of the Pariſian Slipper began inſenſibly to 

ruin that of his Holineſs of Rowe. Now in this 
important Conteſt between the two Slippers, the 
Fanſeniſts had artfully got the Start, and prepoſ- 
ſeſſed the Minds of the Vulgar ſo far, that their 
Intereſt was thought to be that of Heaven. 

The Moliniſts therefore, ſenſible of their Error, 
reſolve, at laſt, to employ Force, in order to 
check the Progreſs of Janſeniſt Miracles. For 
this End, they had Recourſe to the ſubaltern Pon- 
tiffs, over whom they have a mighty Aſcendant. 
Theſe repreſented to the Court, that it was great-' 
1y prejudicial to the Intereſt of Religion, to per- 
mit, that, in the Midſt of Paris, and under the 
Royal Eye, Fraud and Impoſture ſhould triumph 
in ſuch a Manner; and that the Intereſt of the 
State, and even Chriſtianity, did make it neceſſary 
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to puniſh, with great Severity, a Set of Villains 
who fomented ſuch dangerous Errors as lead 


di- 


rectly to Enthuſiaſin. Upon theſe KRemonitrances, 


the Miniſtry ordered the Gate of tne Church-yard 
where the Abbot Paris had been buried, to be. 
walled up; by this Means the Populace were 
prevented from flocking to his Grave. 


Though this has been done ſome Time, the 


Number of Convulſionaties is not at all leſleneg. 
The old T'atters ot the holy Janſeniſt; the Wa— 
ter of the Well belonging to the Houſe wher« he 
lived, Mortals of Duſt taken from his Grave, 
and ſeveral other ſuch ſacred Dainties, have ſer— 
ved to keep up the Spirit of Folly and Superſti— 
tion. However, the Extravagancies of the Vo- 
taries of this pretended Saint have been carricd to 
ſuch Lengths, that moſt Perſons of Rank ate un- 
deceived; and, in proportion as the Reputation 
of this Abbot, ever ſince ſhutting vp the Place 


where his Tomb was, has increaſed among the 


Vulgar, he has loſt Credit in the Minds of the 
thinking Part of Mankind. Some Books publich— 
ed by the Jauſeniſis, containing the Life ot the 
bleſſed Paris, with the Hiſtory and Miracles of 
the principal Convullionarics, have now quite 


opened the Eyes of every Body who has the lealt 


Grain of common. Senſe. The Jeſuits did not 


-negle& this fair Opportunity to give their Enemies 


a mortal Wound, and render them abſolutely 
contemptible in the Eyes of all People of Judg— 
ment. $50 

At the ſame Time, to make them odious to the 


Court, they cauſed their Emiſſaries to ſpread 4 


Report, that Abbot Paris's Body was to be taken 
away, either by Miracle, or by his Enemies. Up- 


on this the Convulſionaries took the Field, re— 


doubling their Caperings and Howlings in a ſtrange 


Manner. The common People, roufed by the 


odd 
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odd Behaviour of theſe Enthuſiaſts, roſe in a tu- 
multuous Manner, flock'd in Crowds to the Ab- 
bot's Lomb, and committed great Diſorders. 

This ſeditions T'umult, which was owing to 
the Knavery of the Jeſuits more than to the En- 
thuſiaſm of the Fanſenr/ts, gave the Moliniſis in— 
expreſſible Satisfaction. They were now ſenſible 
what Advantage the mad Extravagance of their 
Enemies would give againſt them, and how eaſy 
it would be totally to ruin them; and they were 
too able Politicians not to improve the favonrable 
Opportunity. 1 he /%%ſeniſis too feemed to be in 
the lot, and to ſecond their Views. Nothing 
could be better ſuited to the Purpoſe than the ill— 
natured Miracle of the broken G}aſs Windows, 
the mere I rick of a Footman or School-Boy. 
Of the ſame Kind was the ſimple Step taken by 
a Counſellor of Parliament, who prefented to 
the King his Vere deinonſiree *, tor which he was 
ſent to the Baſ/tile. So that we may naturally 
ſuppoſe, that the Enewies of the Abbot Paris 
will, in a very ſhort I ime, gain their Ends; and 
that all the Votaries of that pretended Saint will 
fall into the greateſt Contempt. 

How wide a Field opens here for Reflection on 
the Weakneſs of Mank ind, and on the Villany of 
thoſe who abuſe it! What are Men, dear Iſaac? 
Creatures made either to deccive, or to be de- 
ccived. How few are ſenſible of the Miſtakes 

| into 

* The Truth of the Miracles wrounht by the Interceſſion of Al- 
bot Paris demanſtrated, in Oppoſition to the Archbiſhop of Sens, by 
Mr CARRE DE MoNIGERON, a Cornlellor in the Parliament 
of Paris, It is a large Oftavo, containing about 200 Pages, 
ſtuffed with Miracles equally ridiculous. and chimerical; with. 
an Apology which only proves the Enthuſiaſm of the Con- 
vulfionaries; and with Covper-plates ſo well engraved, as 
plainly to demonſtrate, that theſe Enthuſiaſts ſpare no Pains 
to gratify thair Vanity, their Superſtition, and probably their 
Impoſture. | 
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into which the Generality of their Fellow-Crea- 
tures are plunged! How many lilly Ideots! How 
many Knaves and Impoſtors are in the World for 
one true Philoſopher! In all Countries we will 


find ſome Perſons who reſemble the Moliniſts aud! 
Fanſearſts in Frauce. There are in Enyland *, Pr. | 


teſtants and Papiſts; in Spain, Prieſts and Friers ; 
in /zaly, Eccleſiaſticks; and in Tarkey, Derviſes. 
All theſe make uſe of Religion to compals their 
ſeltiſh Views; and ſhamctully abuſe the ſacred 
Name of the Deity to impole upon the credulons 
Vulgar, and give Sanction to Phings repurnant 
to the Light of Nature. Alas! Why did not 


Heaven indulge weak Mortals ſome intallib!e 
Method to diſcover Impoſtors, ſpite of their ar 
ful Diſguiſes, in the lame Manner as he has f 


voured the Goldſmith with the Load-(tone to dil- 
tinguiſh Gold from Braſs, notwithitanding the 
Similitude of Colour.“ | | 
Adieu, dear 1ſaac, and expect no more Letters 
from me. | 
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LETTER CXCIX. 


AARON MONCECA ro Jacon BRITO. 


I dear Brito, is diſtributed with 


pretty great Prudence and Exactnefſs in Fance. 
Foreigners, indeed, think that it is admin iſtred 
a little too flowly; and that the Forms and Pro- 
cedures of Courts occaſion great Hardſhips to the 
| | COntenc- 


* Had our Author ſeen. the Agitations and Diſtortions of 
our New Methodiſts, he certainly had obſerved how much 
they reſemble the enthuſiaſtick Behaviout of the Popiſh Cour 
vulſionaties. 
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Wl contending Parties, and retard the Diſpatch of 
WW Bulincls. But this Dilatorincels, with Which the 
French Jadges are charged, is attended with fewer 
lnconveniences than too quick Dilpþatch, which, 
in deciding intricate Cauſes, gives Kite to many 
Errors, that are nevertheleſs hurtful ior being in- 
voluntary. All Mankind ought to be diffident of 
their Abilitics. Maglitiates of all others ſhould 
be atraid of Comninting Errors, which arc ſo much 
the more daizgerous, as they are covered with the 
ſpecious Mask of Equity. = 
I cannot but commend a Judge, though ſlow in 
determining, who examines a Cauſe with Exact - 
neſs, and conſiders it in every Light; who, afraid 
of Paſſion and Prejudice, endeavours, by mature 
Deliberation, and by a Form of Procecding, wich 
appears indeed flow, but, at the lame Time, wile 
and prudent, to avoid thole Errors, which are ge— 
nerally inſcparable from too much Halte. 
Could all Dittcrences be decided the firſt Mo— 
ment they happen, 1 grant it would be a happy 
Thing. But ſuch is the Weakneſs of Mankind, 
that there are but few Conteſts but appear with 


two Faces; and unleſs a Perſon examines them 


with a good deal of Attention, he runs the Ha- 
ward of miſtaking IFallhood for I ruth. 
Notwithitanding a Mapiltiate ought to ſhun 
Exceſs in this Reſpect. There is a wide Difference 
between Indolence aud a prudent Delay, When 
Jam for having a judge take certain Precautions 
before he determines, I do not mean that he ſhould 
ſpin out the Law-fuit ten Years; and ſuſpend the 
definitive Sentence out of a Principle of Avarice, 
or from a Regard to idle Formalities. He ma 
avoid the ſudden Deciſion of a Tarkijp Cadi; and 
yet not imitate the tedious Proceſs of a Norman 
Judge, whoſe numberleſs Formalities furniſh the 
Litigauts with Weapons, and give an Opportu- 
nity 
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nity of perplexing the cleareſt Matters. Judges 
ſometimes do more Hurt than Good to Equity, 

They lutter then.ſelves to be made the "Tools of 
Chicanery to eluce 1 ruth. The Order which they 
oblerve in their Decifions-is even more pernicious 
than Confuſion and Irregulatity. It is not be- 
caule they know not that ſuch a Conduct is re— 
pugnant to Reaſon and Juſtice, This they are 
ſufficiently appriſed of; being taught from their 
Intancy, that, in many Caſes, a too rigorous Ad- 
herence to Rules and Cuſtoms, is the highett In- 
juſtice. But a ſuperſtitious Regard for ill-placed 
Formalities, and ſuch as promote their private 
Gain, ſerves them as an Apology, aud gives danc- 
tion 10 their Errors. 

A Man mult have a large Stock of good Senſe 
and Ditcretion, who can find a proper Medium 
between a precipitate Diſpatch, and an undue Re- 
gard to FFormalities. This is one of the principal 
Qualities that torm the experienced and able Ma- 


giſtrate. It is no leſs necetlary in him, than to 
know how far the Rigour of the Law may be 


{tretched, and on what Occaſions he may and 
even ought to depart from the Letter of it. This 
Knowledge is indecd eſſential, and extremely dit- 
ficult to be acquired; tor a Magiſtrate ought ne— 
ver to deviate, bat with the utmolt Precaution, 
from the Dictates of the Law, which ſerves as a 
Baſis to the general Deciſion of Affairs. Theſe 


ſhould be much more ſacred than Formalitics, 


which have not nearly ſo much Influence on the 


good Order of Society. When we ſet aſide writ- 
ten Laws, and regard only Equity, we run a 


great Risk 'of falling into Miſtakes, without know- 
ing it. This Equity, which we fancy we follow, 
aud whoſe Voice we think we hear in our own 
Breaſt; this Equity, I ſay, often ſpeaks in a Lan- 
guage too obſcure, and which our Paſſions will 

| not 
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not permit us to hear diſtinctly. A Man that looks 
into the Code or Digeſt, eaſily finds the exprels 
Will of the Legiſlator; but we too often view 
through the falſe Medium of e what Rec- 
titude ſeems to dictate to us. 

Beſides, it is difficult for a Judge not to be bi— 
aſs'd by the Solicitations of Friends; for Which 
Reaſon it concerns him to be as mnch vpon his 
Guard again(t them, as againſt his own Prejudices. 
Nothing can be ſo dangerous to a Judge as Af— 
fection and Friendſhip. It he would ſecure bim— 
ſelf from thele two Paſlions, be muſt provide a 
ſure Guide to defend him from their Attacks, and 
inceſſantly ſuggeſt to him the jult Decree he oup it 
to pronounce. This Decree he alw 258 finds cx- 


preſſed in the Body of written Laws. But ſhould 


he preſume to follow any arbitrary Rules, it i 
ſcarce poſſible but he mult po ont of the right 
Path. Too many I hings conſpire 10 milled 
him. He muſt be upon "bis Guard both A8 uitilt 
J 
himſelf and againſt other People. 
The Poor have no other Solicitors nor Con: 


ſetlors. but the Code aud the Digeſt. I beſe 3 


ſpeak for them, and do them Jette. But wien 
theſe are not hearkened to, what becomes of thele 
ill-fated People? I hey cannot evite falling a Vic- 
tim to the Chicaneries of Solicitors, and the cap— 
tious wrangling of Lawyers. Now the firſt Care 
of a Judge ſhould be to protect the Weak from 
mighty Opprefſion. © The moſt eſſential Duty, 
e ſays a celebrated Author *, of a Magiſtrate is, to 
„ prevent, as much as pollible, the Rich from 
oppreſſing the Poor; and always to maintain 
© an Equilibrium between the Powerful and the 
« Weak. The View of moiſt Perſons, when they 


„ purchaſe Employments in Courts of Judica- 
VOL. I.. LI „e kuüte, 


* Amelot de la Houſſuie, Remarg. Polit iques cr I'ttorrques far 
les Annales de Tacite, Live, III. Tom. V. Tag 152. 
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ture, is not to adminiſter Juſtice, but to acquire 


Authority. They ſeldom conſider, that the 


Authority of their Office ſhould never be em— 
„ ployed to favour the Great, and procure them— 
« ſelves Friends; but, on the contrary, to give a 
« Check to Tyranny; to protect the Innocent 
« from falling a Victim, either to the Ambition 
« or Revenge of the Powerful. That Man, who 
« wants. to be made a Judge, ſhould ſerioufiy 
weigh theſe Particulars; and, in caſe he has not 
« Courage or Probity enough to ſubmit to theſe 


« Terms, and to act like the Roman Caſſius, who 


« was the 1 crror of all the Guilty how exalted 
« ſoever, he ſhould never think of putting on the 
ce judicial Robe. Erudiminui, qui fudicatis Terram, 
« xe quando iraſcatur Dominus, &c.“ 

It we examine, with a philoſophical Eye, a 
Number of Decitions in Law, which appear juſt 
at firſt Sight; we would be ſurpriſed to obſerve, 
that a pretty female Solicitor, a Confeffor, a 
Friend, or a Relation, had more Authority than 
a Crnjas, a Bartoins, or a Moulin. uſtice is com- 
monly painted with-a Veil over her Face. T hat 
Goddels ought not therefore to make any Diſtinc- 
tion between a Jeu and a Pagan; between a Fan- 
ſeniſt and a Moliniſt. Happy would it be was this 


always done; but unluckily that Deity ſome- 


times, lifting up her Veil, looks afquint, and, 
like a Coquet, plays at Blindman's-Butt: 

Farewel, dear Brito. This is the Jait Letter I 
intend thee. : 


I apto Hſe 
Paris, : 
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Hope, dear Moxceca, this Letter will find thee 
| {till at Marſeilles. It thou makeſt any Stay in 
that City, thou mayeſt make ſeveral Obſerva- 
tions worthy the Curiolity of a Traveller, which 
eſcaped thee when thou cameſt firſt into France. 
Provence has given Birth to ſeveral great Men, 
both in the polite Arts and liberal Sciences. The 
Fame of ſome of them has ſpread over all Europe; 
whilit others, perhaps as great Men, have been 
diſtinguiſhed only among their Countrymen. 
A Merchant of Provence, a Perſon of Genius, 
who has lived theſe ten Years in Grand Cairs, 
and whom I often vitit, has mentioned ſeveral il— 


luſtrious Literat, who, becaute they never pub- 


hihed any thing, are almolt unknown in the 
learned World. 

At the Head of theſe he placed the Mr. de Ma— 
ſauge, a Friend to the celebrated Piereſe, whoſe 
Lite was written by Gaſſendi. He expreſſed like— 
wiſe a great Eſteem for the late Mr. Boyer de 
Aignilles, a Magiſtrate of great Abilities, who 
was deputed by the Parliament of Provezce to ſo— 


licit the Removal of Mr. arm, the firſt Preft- 


dent; in which Atfair he went through vaſt Dit- 
ticulties, and at laſt carried his Point. Torra- 
fore has given us an Encomiam on this learned 
Gentleman, in the Beginning of his I ravels; and 
Juſtice is likewiſe done to his diſtinguiſned Merit 
in the Antiquities of the Library of St. . 
| | | 2 C 
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He had complimented this Library with an an- 
tigue Monument, which is finely engraved toge- 
ther with the other Curioſities ſound there. In 
the Perſon of this Magiſtrate were united all the 
polit2 Arts and Sciences; he wanted no Quality 
proper to adorn the human Mind. His Cloſet 
was hung with a Set of the fineſt Pictures, all 
engraved under his own Eye. They are now puh- 
lifted in an hundred large Plates. He himſelf 
deſig ned the Frontiſpieces to theſe Volumes. 
This Merchant informed me of two great Men, 
who are ſtill living. The firſt is Bougaret, a fa- 
mous Orator. He is juſt now writing the Hil- 
tory of all the illuſtrious Men of Provence; a- 
mong whom this Performance, when completed, 
will give him a Place. The ſecond is Chalamoat 
de Viſclede, who has publiſhed ſeveral Poems 
which have met with a favourable Reception from 
the Publick. This Author is as remarkable for 
Probity as for Genius. He is good-natured and 
affable, humble and modeſt, and poſſeſſes a Num- 
ber of good Qualities, to which moſt learned Men 
are utter Strangers. If thou ſhalt ſtay any Time 
in Marſeilles, I would adviſe thee to get acquainted 
with this worthy Man; and he, doubtleſs, can 
introduce thee to all other Perſons of Merit. 
Provence, dear Monceca, has produced a great 
many Perfons skill'd in the polite Arts, who 
have made as great a Figure in their Way as the 
two learned Magiſtrates abovementioned. Thou 
knoweſt, no doubt, that Paget, the famous Sculp- 
tor, was a Native of Marſeilles; but thou doit 
not know, I ſuppoſe, that there was ever ſuch 


a Man as Verier. This Verier was a Diſciple of 


Puget; nor was he a whit inferior to his Maſter, 
though he never travelled beyond the Limits of 
his own Province. He never made his Appear- 
ance on the grand Theatre; he did not work for 
the 
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the Court; ſo that his Merit was known ouly 


to a few of his own Countrymen. 

Faucier was as great a Painter as Rigand; and, 
perhaps, it would be no Infringement on Truth 
to ſay, he was nothing interior to Vandize, My 
Friend ſhewed me two Picces of his, which de- 
ſerve a diſtinguiſhed Place in the Cabinits of the 
Curious. This illuſtrious Painter, however, ne- 
ver had any Reputation ; at leaſt it was confined 
wholly to his native Province, which he never 
quitted, 

It is not always to Merit, dear Manceca; that 
we ought to aſcribe the Fame that a Man has ac- 
quired in the World, Chance often contributes 
greatly to bring him into Vogue. How many il- 
juſtrious Geniuſes, learned Men, fine Painters, 
great Sculptors, and excellent Architects, have 
lived and died unknown, for want of mceting 
with ſome favourable Opportunity of difplaying 
their Talents to the World. Many a Man will 
never once be named, merely becauſe he was 
born in Sees or Caſtelane, who would have been 
honoured with the moſt pompous Elogiums, had 


he been ſo happy as to have lived in London, in 


Paris or Aniſterdam. 

I confider Mankind, in general, as a Company 
of Comedians. Thoſe who inhabit Towns and 
Villages remote from the Court, I call Strollers. 
The Publick knows nothing of them; nor ſhould 
they be ever heard of, unleſs Chance ſhould bring 
them to act upon the Stage of Paris. 

Thou halt certainly oblerved, dear Monceca, in 
the Courſe of thy Travels, that there are, in eve- 
ry Country, Numbers of Perſons of great Worth; 
and that a Man of Merit is not a whit the leſs 
valuable for being little known. Spend, there- 
fore, the Time thou art detained by contrary 
Winds at Marſeilles, in contracting an Acquain— 
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tance with all Perſons of Merit in the City ; and 
whenever thou art arrived in Conſtantinople, be 


| ſure to write me at the ſame Time with our 


Friend Jacob Brito. 

Farewel, my dear Monceca; may the God of 
thy Fathers multiply his Bleſſings upon thee, and 
make thy Ways proſperous. 


Cairo, 


The End of the Jewisn LETTERS, 
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B EL AR D, his grieyous Calamities and Miſ. 
fortune, 97. 


Academy (French) Stupidity of their Orations, | 
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342. 

Adrian the Emperor ſack'd nine Hundred and Eighty 
Towns, and burn'd four Hundred and Eighty Syna- Mi} 

ogues in Judea, 38; the Prayer of the Fews againſt * 

fim, ibid. his exceſſive Cruelty at Jeruſalem and at an” 
Bitter, 39; cauſes Jews to be ſold like Beaſts, 40; 1 
Reaſon of his Hatred towards them, 41. | We 

Ai, Jewiſh Fables concerning that City and its Inhabi- 1 
tants, 51, c. 35, ert. | ki 

Alexander the Great, his Character mixed, 196. Wat: 

Algerine Women leſs confin'd than the reſt of the A- if 
fricans ; more amorous than the Women of Conſtan- hs 


tinople, 67; are ſurpriſingly fond of Furopeans; in- 
dulge in their Amours when their Husbands are at 
Sea, 68, | 

Algerines utterly unacquainted with the Sciences, 90. 

Algiers, Deſcription of that City, 59; Proſpect from 
the Sea to it pleaſing, 60; the Town itſelf not ſo, 
ibid. the Tures, not the Africans, bear Sway there ; 
Reaſon of this, 61; the Turks and Moors hate one 
another; the former poſſeſſed of all the Authority in 
the State, 62; the Moors greatly diſpirited by the ty- 
rannical Behaviour of the Turis; Form of the Go- 
vernment of Algiers; the Dey, his great Power, 63; 


commonly raiſed to, and droye from the Throne 
by Guilt, 7%. 
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Amurath, Dey of Algiers, a very bloody Prince, 6; 
murdered by Ibrahim, Aga of the Spahis, who was 
raiſed to his Throne, 64; his Generoſity to one who 
endeavoured to ſhoot him, 65; Reflection on chat 
Aion, ibid. and on the Conduct of the Algerine 
Deys, 66. ER 

Amurath, Bey of Tunis, ſurpriſingly barbarous and 


luxurious; goes drunk, and viſits the Nazareze Cap. 
tives; eats and drinks with them, 168; his juſt Treat— 


ment of ſome Renegadoes: his Companions; and 


his Humanity to the Chriſtian Slaves, 169; his Ge- 
neroſity towards a young Neapolitan whom he had 
forced, by claping a Piitol to his Breaſt, to re- 
nounce the Chriſtian Religion, 170; ſome mad Ac- 
tions of his, 171. | 


Angels, whether they have Bodies, 278; the Jew, 


Nazarenes and Mahometans, greatly divided on this 
Head; have Bodies of Fire; are corporeal Spirits, 
280; of a Subſtance extreamly fluid and light ; have 
material Bodies, ibid, created by a divine Blaſt; 


corporeal wich reſpect to God; incorporeal with re- 


gard to Man; this Hypotheſis examined, 281, Sc. 
the Bodies of the good and bad Angels, what before 
the Fall, 282; Angels reſide with the Deiiy; Rea- 
ſons why the Bodies of Angels ſhould not be ſpiri— 
tual, 283; corporeal Apparitions of Angels, 1614, 
celeſtial Intelligences purely ſpiritual ; never aſſumed 
a real Body, 284; have not material Vehicles, ibid. 


"Ariſtotle, his Philoſophy baniſhed from Oxford and 


Cambridge, and thoſe of Locke and Sir 1ſaac Newton 
ſubſtituted in their Room, 154; Diſputes carried on 
in fayour of the Peripatetic Philoſophy, ibid. the Ma- 
hometans wrangle on that Account, 155; faid to be 
a Fore-runner of the Meſſiah, 156; ranked among 
the chief Apoſtles of the Naxarene Religion; divine 
Honours paid by ſome Nazarenes to Ariſtotle, 157; 
the Jeſuits his mighty Panegyriſts, ibid. ridiculous 
Arrets paſſed in France, 158; how the Peripatetic 
Philoſophy came to get ſuch Footing, 159; the great 
3 beſtowed upon it are of Diſſervice, 160. 


| Arnauld, how greatly calumniated z declared to be a 


Vizard, and in high Fayour at Pelxebuò's Court, od 
that 


A. io 


Be: 


Bi, 


INDEX 


that he made Harangues there, 95; perſecuted by 
{1x Friars of Leige, 96; Mr. Claude treated very in- 
juriouſly, bid. | 

D* Aſſiſſe (Francis) a mere Enthuſiaſt, 249. 

Aſtrology, the Vanity of it, 307. 

Averroes, how much envied; Traps laid to enſnare 
him, 91; impeached as an Heretick; his Poſſeſſions 
confiſcated by King Manſor; impriſoned; Debates 
concerning his Puniſhment, 92; the ignominivus 
Penance he underwent; leads a miſerable Life in 
Corduba ; his Virtues being at laſt found he is recalled 
to Morocco, and dics there, 93; the Anſwer made 
to a Queſtion; Reflections on the harſh Treatment 
which Averroes met with; the Hatred of the learn- 


ed, and particularly of the Divines, dangerous, 94. 


B 


Bacon, Sir Francis, his Philoſophy, 159; a Remark of 


his with regard to the Popes, 220. 
Bajaxzet, his ſad Fate, 193. 


Bank-Bills, their Value annihilated under the Regent 
of France (the Duke of Orleans) without creating 


any Diſturbance, 119. 


Barcokebas, an Impoſtor who called himſelf the Meſfak, | 


41; put to Death by the Command of Adrian, 39. 

Bayard, an illuſtrious, valiant French Knight; a beau- 
tiful Story of his noble Continency in relieving a 
virtuous young Woman whom her neceſſitated Mo- 
ther was going to proſtitute, 187; Reflections on 
this Incident, 188, a like Adventure which happen- 
ed to an illuſtrious Cardinal, 189, ec. 

Beliſarius, General under the Emperor Juſtinian, 1... 
mighty Atchievements; how ſhockingly rewarded 


for them, 271; forced to beg, ibid. Reflections on 
his ill Uſage, 272. 


Bey of Tunis, one of theſe had ſcarce any Buttocks, 


105 ; Why cut off, 161d. . 
Bexa, his unpolite Conduct in the Conference at Poiſſi, 
20. : 5 
Biron (Marſhal) 271, 272; too ſeyerely treated by 
Henry IV. of France, 275, x 
h Biſhops, 
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Biſhops, Engliſh, the Felicity they enjoy, 207; whim. 

ſical Offers ſuppoſed to be made to the French Ri. 
ſhops, 209; a further Account of the F Biſhops, 
214; P ieſts ought to mary, 208. | 

Bitter, City of, taken by Adrian, and the miſerab': 
Slaughter there, 39; more fatal to the Jews than the 
Deſtructjion of Jeruſalem, ibid. 

Bou hours (Father) 348, 349. | 


Brunehalt, Queen of France, accuſed of great Crimes; 


the very cruel Puniſhment inflicted on ber, 194, 195. 
Brutes, ſcarce poſſible to attain to a Knowledze of 
their Souls; conſidered as a {imple Modification of 
Matter, 145; little Difference between a Lapland 
Peaſant; Syltem of Des Cartes oppoſed, 146; that 
Brutes are not mere Machines; the Soul of Brutes 
affirmed to be neither material nor ſpiritual, but a 
middle Being; the Peripatetics ſay it is a mere ma- 
terial Form, 147; Brutes ſaid to be informed wich 
an immaterial and intellectual Principle, 149; the 
Soul of Brutes is an immaterial and intelligent Sub- 
ſtance; this Syſtem anſwered; a Subſtance of a ſpi- 
ritual Nature cannot periſh; the Soul being a ſpiri- 
tual Subſtance mult be immortal, 150; Nature al- 
ways acts by the moſt ſimple Method, 151; if the 
Soul of Brutes be immortal, what becomes of it at- 
ter the Body is deſtroyed? an abſurd Opinion, 153. 
Building, Manner of that of Men, in the Infancy of che 
World, unknown to us, 100. 


c 


Cadiere, Miſs, and Father Girard, 144. 

Lardan, his ridiculous Notion with reſpect to Dreams, 
2303 Carthage, the Ruins of that renowned City, 99 
the Moderns have but a faint Idea of the Cities which 
were renowned among the Ancients, 100. 

Charles I. his tragical End, 115, 197; Reflections on 
it, 197. | | 5 

Chinexe, how they treat their Bonxees, 325, 326; one 
proſecutes his Idol, 326. 3 

Cicero, on Fidelity in Promiſes, 30; bis Treatiſe of 
Friendſhip well wrote, 31. 5 

EAA Ik 


Civil 


IN D E X. 
Civil Wars break out at a Time when leaſt expected, 
116, 


Compariſon between two Nations greatly improve the 


Underſtanding; the Exgizh and French compared; 


Partiality ot the Engliſh to their own Counirymen 
and Country, 263; by comparing Nations we dil- 


cover their true Merit, the great Benefit this Know— 


ledge is of ro the Learned, 264; of the greateſt Be- 


nefit to Morality and Politicks, 265; exemplified, 


ibid. the Advantage Princes gain by their Acquain- 
tance with other Nations; exemplified in the Ha— 
lians, Spaniards, Germans, Fnzlifſh and Dutch, 266; 
this Knowledge as uſeful to a Prime-Miniſter and a 
General, 267; to Hiſtorians, 268, 269, Cc. | 
Coxcomb, Vilit to one a Nobleman; found in Bed, 
352; effeminate kind of Reception given by him, 
flings himſelt halt-naked out of the Bed upon the 
Floor, 353; the filly Queſtions he asks with regard 
to England and Conſtantinople, 354; his idle Tittle— 
Tattle; two Velets de Chambre dreſſing the Count 
as though he had been a Doll, 355; the Stupidity 
of ſuch Grandeur and State; the elegant but un- 
wholeſome Dinner, 356; goes to the Play-Houſe; 
wantons in the Green-Room with one of the Actrei- 


ſes, on whom he bobs the higheſt Encomiums 


before her Face, 357; ridicules her the Moment her 


Back was turn'd; goes towards the Opera; hums a 


Song in the Street; flies into the Green-Room, 358; 
a Song of his, ibid. acts the frolickſome, wanton, 
hair-brained Debauchee, 359; his rattling Diſcourſe 
with one of the female Singers, 360; with another 
with whom he was to ſup; the Intrigues of the Ac- 
treſſes the only Topick of Converſation at Supper, 
361; the ridiculous Ballads ſung on that Occation ; 
Specimen of one; Reflections on this low, idle kind 
of Raillery, 11d. 
Courtiers, the inſipid Life they lead, 272; their Fond- 
neſs for Courts the greateſt Folly in the World, 273; 
tragical End of Favourites, id. their tumultuous 
Life; the Jeſts of Philoſophers, 274; Character of 
a Courtier, id. 


Cyrene, the Ruins of it; Life of the Inhabitants round 
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about it, 236; a Foreſt at ſome Leagues Diſtance from 
1— by a People directed wholly by Unſlinct, 
ibid. | | 

| D 


Dancing, Foreigners think, in Oppoſition to the French, 

that the Art of Dancing degenerates among the lat- 
ter; female Dancers Pould dance gracefully, not 
caper, 384, Cc. | 


_ Diſputes, religious, more common in England than in 


any other Country, 74; evil Effects of permitting all 
Perſons indiſcriminately to write; the Jews, Maho- 
metans and Naxarenes, how greatly divided, 75; a 
Pamphlet wrote by a Socinian, 76; the Nazarenes too 
paſſionate in their religious Diſputes, 77; Abſurdi- 
ties in ſome of the Opinions of the Roman Catho- 
licks; the Oblations made by theſe to the Saints, like 
thoſe of the Heathen Greeks and Romans, 78; all the 
Nazarene Saints at Daggers-drawing, 79; the Wor- 
ſhip of the Dead, ibid. Moliniſts and Janſeniſis re- 
proach one another; the Papiſts and Proteſtants re- 
proach one another, 80, $1. | 
Dogs, in the Capitol, kept to an exact Diſcipline, 136; 
this ridiculed, 137, | 
Dreams, moſt of them fallacious; often ſomething ſu— 
pernatural in them, 307; divided into two Clalles, 
divine and natural; Examples of the former in Pha— 
roah, Nebuchadnezzar, 308; Alexander the Great; 
Objections to this anſwer'd, 309; thought by ſome 
to ariſe from the diſtin Images impreſſed on the 
Imagination; exemplified, 310; Arguments in fa- 
vour of ſupernatural Dreams, zun; Archelaus's 
Dream; of Polycrates's Dream, ibid. Dreams from 
Plutarch, from Cicero, of a Man who dream'd he ſaw 
his Friend murder'd, 312; Arguments to inforce the 
Belief of ſuch Dreams; Dream of Mahomet II. be— 
fore his taking Conſtantinople, 312; of a Neapolitan 
Philoſopher's Arguments to inforce the Belief ct 
Dreams, 314; Arguments againſt their Reality, 16:4. 
no divine Dreams mentioned in the Old Feſtament, 
3153 Counſel againſt believing nocturnal Viſions, 


ibid. the greateſt Geniuſes have oppoſed the 1 
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of Dreams; Ariſtotle, Cicero, in what Manner the 
Academies uſed to diſpute, 316; Ius Arguments 
againſt Dreams, zbi4. the Folly of thoſe w ho give 
Credit to, and the Ignorance of thoſe who pretend 
to explain them, 317; theſe Hiſtorians con fider'd; 
who have tranſmitted to Polterity many Dreams, 
the Cauſe of which is aſcribed to the Dei: Y; Ditfe- 
rence between an Hiſtoritn and a Naturaliſt; Ale- 
xander ah Alexandro and Funianus Maius, cenſured, 
318, 319; ſome learned Men have wrote very tn- 


pertinently concerning Dreams, 319, 320; the Dream 


of Manmomer II. invalidated, 32 1; Dreamin of a Racer 
in the Otym,v' Games, 3223 an Impoſtor in Paris 
who pretended to interpret Dreams; Story of a Pa- 


riſh Pricſt who loved a Country Girl, 323, 324. 


Duelling, the Barbarity of it, 243, 


F. 


Edinburgh, Deſcription of that City, 296. 
Idication of the Youth among the Jeſuits cenſured, 


344; have dramatick Pieces acted, bl. the Reaſons 
they urge for ibis Practice centured, 345; Actors 
would make dad Pleaders, ibid, 346; a Jeſuit's An- 
(wer to this; all the Lnttrudtions given by the Jetuns 
calculated for e Advantage of ric e Society, and here— 
fore oucht to explode all the folid Sciences; fo this 
Reaſon they baniſh all the Writings of the modern 
Philoſophers, 3473 explain to their Pupils the Doc- 
trines of the Peripatetics and the Schoolmen; Stupidity 
of this ſhewn, 348; in what Manner the Jefuits reach 
polite Literature io their Youth ; explain to them the 
Greek and Roman Authors, but endeavour to give them 
a ſironger Reliſh for the Poets than for the Orators 
and Hiſtorians; Reaſons for this, 249; the Reaſon 
why the Jeſuits do not give their Pupils an advanta— 
geous Idea of 1ully and the reſt of the Orators, 350; 
Reflections on this bad Education, 351, 


Egypt, the Center of Superſtition in all Ages; the . 


gyptians g great Lovers of Judicial Aſtrology, c. Mul- 

tirudes of Soothſayers in Grand Cairo, 305, 306; all 

Cheats and Impoſtors; how :o prove t this, 306, 307. 
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about it, 236; a Foreſt at ſome Leagues Diſtance from 
it; inhabited by a People directed wholly by Inſtinct, 


I D. 


ibid. 
D 


Dancing, Foreigners think, in Oppoſition to the French, 


that the Art of TR degenerates among the lat- 
ter; female Dancers ſhould dance gracefully, not 
caper, 384, Cc. | 0 


„ 


Diſputes, religious, more common in England than in 


any other Country, 74; evil Effects of permitting all 
Perſons indiſcriminately to write; the Jews, Maho- 
metans and Nazarenes, how greatly divided, 75; a 
Pamphlet wrote by a Socinian, 76; the Nazarenes too 
paſſionate in their religious Diſputes, 77; Abſurdi- 
ties in ſome of the Opinions of the Roman Catho- 
licks; the Oblations made by theſe to the Saints, like 


_ thoſe of the Heathen Greeks and Romans, 78; all the 


Nazarene Saints at Daggers-drawing, 79; the Wor- 
ſhip of the Dead, ibid. Moliniſts and Janſeniſts re- 
proach one another; the Papiſts and Proteſtants re- 


proach one another, 80, 81. | 


Dogs, in the Capitol, kept to an exact Diſcipline, 136; 


this ridiculed, 137. 


Dreams, moſt of them fallacious; often ſomething ſu- 


pernatural in them, 307; divided into two Claſles, 
divine and natural; Examples of the former in Pha— 
roah, Nebuchadnexxar, 308; Alexander the Great; 
Objections to this anſwer'd, 309; thought by ſome 
to ariſe from the diſtin& Images impreſſed on the 


Imagination; exemplified, 310; Arguments in fa- 


vour of ſupernatural Dreams, 311; Archelaus's 
Dream; of Polycrates's Dream, ibid. Dreams from 
Plutarch, from Cicero, of a Man who dream'd he ſaw 


his Friend murder'd, 312; Arguments to inforce the 


Belief of ſuch Dreams; Dream of Mahometr II. be- 
fore his taking Conſtantinople, 313; of a Neapolitan 
Philoſopher's Arguments to inforce the Belief ot 
Dreams, 314; Arguments againſt their Reality, 16d. 
no divine Dreams mentioned in the Old Feſtament, 
3153 Counſel againſt believing nocturnal Viſions, 


ibid. the greateſt Geniuſes have oppoſed the Rebel 
| b 


Edi. 
Eds 


th 


N D E X. 


of Dreams; Ariſtotle, Cicero, in what Manner the 


Academies uſed to diſpute, 316; Tuily's Arguments 


againſt Dreams, 761d. the Folly of thoſe who give 
Credit to, and the Ignorance of thoſe who pretend 
to explain them, 317; theſe Hiſtorians conſider'd; 
who have tranſmitted to Poſterity many Dreams, 
the Cauſe of which is aſcribed to the Deity; Diffe- 
rence between an Hiſtorian and a Naturaliſt; Ale- 
xander ab Alexandro and Funianus Majus, cenſured, 
318, 319; ſome learned Men have wrote very im— 
pertinently concerning Dreams, 319, 320; the Dream 
of Mahomer II. invalidated, 321; Dream of a Racer 
in the Olympic Games, 322; an Impoſtor in Paris 


who pretended to interpret Dreams; Story of a Pa- 


riſn Prieſt who loved a Country Girl, 323, 324. 
Duelling, the Barbarity of it, 243, 


E 


Edinburgh, Deſcription of that City, 296. 

Education of the Youth among the Jeſuits cenſured, 
344 have dramatick Pieces acted, 16:4. the Reaſons 
they urge for this Practice cenſured, 345; Actors 
would make dad Pleaders, dd. 346; a Jeſuit's An- 
{wer to this; all the Inſtructions given by the Jetiuts 
calculated for the Advantage of the Society, and here- 
fore ought to explode all the ſolid Sciences; for this 
Reaſon they baniſh all the Writings of the modern 
Philoſophers, 347 ; explain to their Pupils the Doc- 
trines of the Peripatetics and the Schoolmen; Stupidity 


of this ſhewn, 348; in what Manner the Jeſuits teach 


polite Literature io their Youth ; explain to them the 
Greek and Reman Authors, but endeavour to give them 


a ſtronger Reliſn for the Poets than for the Orators 


and Hiſtorians; Reaſons for this, 349; the Reaſon 
why the Jeſuits do not give their Pupils an advanta— 
geous Idea of Tully and the reſt of the Orators, 350; 
Reflections on this bad Education, 351. | 
Egypt, the Center of Superſtition in all Ages; the E- 
gyptians great Lovers of Judicial Aſtrology, exc. Mul- 
titudes of Soothſaycrs in Grand Cairo, 305, 306; all 
Cheats and Impoſtors; how to prove this, 306, 307. 
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Learning deſpiſe 


INDE X. 
Elizabeth, 274. 


England, the Laws ſtrictly put in Execution there, 21 


Juſtice is there wiſely and fairly adminiſtred, 27, 
Learning at a great Heiyht in it, 341. 

Engliſh, a wiſe and injudicious Engliſhman, 199 ; filly 
Reaſons given by the latter why he travelled; good 
and bad Things found in Italy, 200; ſome Travel. 
lers extreamly injudicious, 201; the Engliſh abhor the 
Jeſuits, 244 ; their Language differs greatly trom that 
ſpoke by their Anceſtors, 75; are juſtly angry at the 
Multitude of Foreigners who pretend to write their 
Hiſtory, 287; a Cenſure paſſed on them, 367. 

Eſſex, Earl of, too ſeverely treated by Queen Eliza- 


beth, 275. 


Etherius, a Neſtorian Biſhop, perſecuted, 34; a fine 
Paſſage from his Book, ibid. 

Euripides, cenſures the ſcandalous Behaviour of the Spar- 
tan Ladies, 24. 1 


F f 


Fakirs, ſome Account of their ridiculous Practices, 142, 


„ 

Fauchier, a great Painter, born in Provence, perhaps 

as famous and able an Artiſt as Vandike; known on- 
ly in his native Place, 401. | | 

Flowers, the African Way of carrying on an amorous 
Correſpondence by the Diſpoſal of theſe in a certain 


Order; a perfect Language is formed by the parti- 


cular Attributes aſcribed to the ſeveral Flowers; theſe 


are made to ſerve as ſo many Billet-doux, 69. 


French, Difference between them and the Engliſh, 334; 
Power of the Eccleſiaſticks in Paris; the Engliſh Clergy 
have little, ibid. the Nobility in France foppiſh ; thoſe 
of England learned, 335; Magiſtrates in France com- 
monly yenerable; young People in France lead dil- 
ſolute Lives; Elogium of the common People in Pa- 
ris, and Cenſure of thoſe of London 236, 337; the 
French Nobility 7 degenerated; Men of true 

in Paris, 337; ſome French Au— 

thors carry their Folly and Extravagance to a great 
Height, 338; are thereby of vaſt Prejudice to the Re- 
publick of Letters; moſt modern French Pieces ſo 
| | many 
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many Novels; good Novels, if they do no Good} 
do no Harm; bad ones have a very ill Effect, 339, 
340. 

Friendſhip, true, not found in Courts, 275. 


G 


Gerbe, an Iſland in the Mediterranean; in it is a ſad Mo- 
nument of the Fury and Cruelty of Mankind, 106. 
Grey, Lady Jane, beheaded, 147. 


Gregory, Nazianzen, St, very quiet when his Party was 


not uppermoſt, but an Advocate for Perſecution 
when it was, 30, 


Grotius, his Rights of Peace and War, an excellent 
Treatiſe, 35, Oc. | | 


H 


Henry II. of France, ſad Diſſentions in his Reign, 116; 
Henry III. of France murdered, ibid, the Violence 
of the Parties raiſed againſt him, 230, 231; Henry IV. 
of France, ſecretly jealous of the Glory attained by 


the Chiefs who fought under him, 164; like Tiberi- 


us, ibid, very vain; jealous of Marſhal Biron; ſaves 
his Life out of Vanity, 165; Henry IV. Emperor of 

Germany, 220; the horrid Uſage he met with from 
Pope Gregory, 221; Reflections on this Incident, 221, 
222. | 


Hermit, inbabits a ſolitary Iſland, and officiates both 


in a Nazarene Chapel, and a Moſque, 111. 
Hiftory, ſhould be the ſacred Depoſitum of the Actions 
of illuſtrious Perſonages, 290; a Reflection which 
the Writers of Hiſtory ought to make, ibid. the Va- 
nity of ſuch Writers; Jeſuits bad Hiſtorians, 291; 


Janſeniſts Writers; Hiſtorians who flatter Princes; 


very few good modern Hiſtorians; Truth cruetly 
perſecuted, 292; the Vanity of Sects into which Fu- 
rope is divided a great Obſtacle to Hiſtorians ; difh- 
cult for a Frenchman to write a true Hiſtory of his 
_ own Country, 293; the Danger an Hiſtorian incurs 
who writes Truth; apoſtate Monks, or Feſuits, and 
Lacqueys, turn fre 294; impoſlible for any of 
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Janſeniſts, 252, 253. 


IND EY. 
theſe to be good Hiſtorians; ſuch pitiful Scribblers 


loſt to all Senſe of Shame; treat the nobleſt Writers. 


with Contempt, 295. 

Huldric (John James) publiſhed in Hebrew, with a 
Laiin Tranſlation and Notes, containing an ample 
Refutation of the Jewiſh Romance concerning the 
Life and Actions of J. C. 45; copious Citations 
from that Work, 46. 


. 

1deas, innate; the Folly of ſuppoſing them, 237; the 
Impolſlibility of any ſuch exemplified; the Caribvee; 
roaſt and eat Men, and the Portuzueze Inquilitors 
burn Jews in Honour of the Deity; the Light of 
Nature ſufhcient to illuminate the human Mind, 238, 
2359; an Example againſt innate Ideas, 239; ſome 
Principles which the Partizans for innate Ideas con- 
ſider as moſt evident, rejected by whole Nations; 
a Nation where it was not thought indecent to en- 
joy a Woman publickly, 240; Proof of the Fallity 
of innate Ideas, ibid. 241. | 


Jeſuits, cauſed Pujjendorfſ's excellent Book to be pro- 


h bited, 35.; hated in England, 244; their Conduct 
greatly reſemblcs that of the Muſſulmen, 248; Rea- 
; Xp why their Society made ſo rapid a Progreſs, 249; 
extravagant Theſis againſt Princes maintained by the 
Jefuits; ſtrange that they ſhould be pationized by 
Kings, 250; are great Politicians, 251; their fur- 
priling Genius; how artfully they got into France, 
252, every Jeſuit is a skilful Necromancer, 253; de— 
ferve Puniſhment, 325; ought to be ſcourged, 326, 
327; Jate Writers among 20 trifling, 340. 
Yehuda, exceſlive Impertinences of the Jews about 
him, 49. | | 
Jerome, St. of a molt intemperate Spirit, 33; his Vio- 
lence againſt Ruffinus, ibid. wrote a pure and ele- 
gant Latin Stile, 34. . | 
Jeruſalem, the Turks have a Moſque where was the Holy 
of Holies, 38. | | 
Jeſus Chriſt, Forgeries of the Jews concerning his Hi- 
ſtory, 45. 
| Jews, 


E DUE A 


4393 
Jews, ſeditious and cruel, and therefore abandoned 1 
by God, 42; are hated in Malta, 362; Origin of * 
it, 363. | 5 
Ionatins, St. Complaint againſt him, 327. if 
Imarination, in pregnant Women examined, 121; can- 4 
not injure the Fetus, id. ridiculous to ſuppole that 7 
it can create Pigs Heads, Calves Feet, Monkies Tails, "of 
Oc. miſhapen Bodies, commonly called Monſters, 3 
formed merely from natural Cauſes; Syſtem laid N 
down by Dr. Harvey; all Animals proceed from an 6 
Evg, 122; the Doctor's Syſtem improved by Reignier Mi 


de Graaſ, ibid, Animalcules, according to leewen- 
Hoch, in the human Seed; their wonderful Minute- 
neſs; how the Mother can expunge the Features of 
the Fœtus, 123; the Syſtem of thoſe who declare for 
the Power of the Imagination has undergone great 
Changes, 124; foine Authors think the Imagination 
of the Male as well as the Female contributes to the 
Colour of the Fivtus; ſtrange Power aſcribed to the 
| Imagination of Man, 125; different Opinion with 
| regard to the Time in which the Power of the Ima— 

gination works; a-{trong Objection, 126; whimſi— 

Cal, fictitious Story of a Girl born with the Shell of 

a Fiſh inthe Place of a Head, occaſioned by her Mo— 
| ther's longing for a Muſcle, 126; ſhe broke her 

Head againſt a Spoon and died, 128; Dr. Turner re- 
lates his ſeeing a Child born with a cartilaginous 
Subſtance, in the Shape of a Grenadier's Cap; Mat- 
te: only capable of aftiny on Matter, 129; a Story 
told by Father Mallebranche of a Man born an Idiot, 


x whoſe Body was diſlocated in the ſame Place in which 
thoſe of Criminals are broke; owing to his Mother's 
: longing to free a Criminal broke upon the Wheel; 
t ſhe ouglit to have ſcratched her Backiide, 130, 131; 
this Advice ridiculed, 131; why teeming Women 
b will be trighted, ½d. the phyſical Realon of the 
. Marks in Children, 132; ſome Children born with— 
out the Appearance of any Brain, 133; Hyfocrates 
| thinks that the ill Conſtruction of the Womb may . 
/ occaſion Deijormi'y, 134; how are ſome Women i 
x. hurt even by a Fright, 135; Examples to invalidate 


the Suppoſition of innate Ideas, 240, 241; ſome 
a ? 
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INDE X. 


Philoſophers of the greateſt Rank believed in innate | 


Ideas; whole Nations ſeem to enjoy no more than 
bare Inſtinct, 242. | X 


Inquiſitors, their ſhocking Treatment of the Jews, 107; 


Motives of their Tyranny, 108. 


Joan, Naples, a bloody Queen (trangled and hanged; 


Reflections on this Incident, 196. 
Joſeph, a forged Hiſtory of him by the Jews, 45. 
Italy, Parent of the polite Arts, and ſtill poſſeſſed of 
a numberleſs Multitude of Beauties, 377. 
Julius II. (Pope) his Calamities, 214; Julius III. 


(Pope) loved Women, 212; had a Ganymede; Proof 


of his extravagant Fondneſs for him, 213; Reflecti- 
ons on his Behaviour, 214. 2 | 
Jurieu exclaims againſt the renowned Arnauld, 295. 
Juſtice, exerciſed in France with Wiſdom and Pru- 
dence, 394; Defects found in it by Foreigners, 395; 
moſt Conteſts have two Faces; an Exceſs which a 
Magiſtrate ought to ſhun; Judges ſometimes do 
more Harm than Good to Juſtice, 396; one of the 
chief Qualities which forms the excellent Magiſtrate ; 
dangerous to depart from the written Laws; Fallacy 
ſometimes found in what is called one & Picture of 
a good Judge, 395; a Judge apt to 
thoſe for whom he has an Affection, 396; the Code 
and Digeſt are the only Pleaders for the Poor; what 
is the moſt eſſential Day of a Magiſtrate, 397; Ju- 
ſtice painted with a Veil over her Eyes; that Deity 
looks ſometimes aſquint, 398. 


K 


Kings, Advice to them, 118. 
L 


Tacedemonians, had ſome ſtrange Laws; exceſſively 
blamed by Euripides, 25; the Conſtruction of its Se- 
nate cenſured by Ariſtotle, 26; who notwithſtanding 
approved a Law for murdering weak Children; cen- 
ſured by Plato, ibid. 

Lancret, 286, & ſeq. 


e biaſſed by 


| Languages, 


La 


IN D E X. 


Languages, the pretended Beauties added to the living Lan- 

guages perhaps may prejudiſe Literature, 171; theſe 
efinements may make all the truly beautiful Authors 

grow obſolete; the Writers of the Age of Lewis XIV. 
the true Models of the French Tongue, 173; bad 
Taſte of the modern Writers, ibid. La Motte cen- 
ſured for ſome poetical Strokes, 174; the fineſt 
Writers inveighed againſt by the bad ones; Works 
of Wit like Gowns and Head-drefles, 175; the Dic- 
tion of Madam de Villedieu beautiful, 176. 

Laws, ſuch as preſcribe Bounds to the Power of Kings, 
are the Security of it, 229, 

Laymen, better Moraliſts than the Clergy, 34. 


Legiſlators, many even of the moſt celebrated have run 


into ſtrange Extravagancies, 23. 

Tent (Joannes a) his Treatiſe de Pſeudo-Meſſiis Judœo- 
rum, 38; farther Citations from him, 40. 

Lewis XIV. had ſome of the Imperfections obſerved 
in Nero; loved Flattery exceſſively; monſtrous Elo- 
giums beſtowed on him at Operas, 165; cenſured 
before his Majeſty by a ſincere Courtier; witty Say- 
ing of a German with regard to this Spe- le 
of Lewis XIV. 166. | 

Livy, the Manner in which he wrote his Hiſtory, 318. 

Lorrain, Cardinal de, 210; of a luſtful Diſpoſition, 2113 
he calls the Dutcheſs of Savoy a little dirty Dutcheſs, 
ibid. poſſeſſed with a Sort of Love-Frenzy; had In- 
trigues with moſt of the Court-Ladies, ibid. Reflec- 
tions on his Conduct, 212. 

Loyola (Ignatius) originally a very ignorant Creature; 
a Soldier; wounded in Pampeluna, 245; travels to 
Rome and Jeruſalem; ſettles in Venice, and there be- 
gins to 7 his Doctrine, 246; proved an 
Hypocrite; poſſibly he excelled in Politicks; great 
Affi nity between Mahomet and him, 247; both illu- 
ſtrious Knaves, 248. | 

Lycurgus, ſome of his Laws not over wiſe, 24; cen- 


ſured by Euripides, 25; his ſage Inſtitutions, 227, 228. 


M 


Mahometants (or Mohammedans) have built at Jeruſa- 


lem a Moſque oyer the Holy of Holies, 38. 
| Mahomet 
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E 
Mahomet II. takes Con ſtantinople, 102. | 
Mahometans, the wild Havock they made greatly prc. 
judicial to the Arts and Sciences, 102; glory much 
in the Victories they obtain over the Chriſtians, 107 
abhor the Jews, ibid, the beſt Method of inſtilling 
Truth into Mankind, 108; they attack Roles Wi h. 
out Succeſs; that Iſland bravely defended by Peter 
d' Aubuſſoa the Grand Maſter, 362, 363. 
Mallebranche, two Axioms of his, 318. 
Maimboarg, Elogium a Jeſuit makes of his Writings, 3 50. 
Malta, Knights of, 361, 362; that Iſland given them 
by the Emperor Charics V. Muſtapha, Baſhaw of 
Buda, makes a Deſcent upon it, but to no Purpoſe; 
the Order of Malta role from very inconſiderable 
Beginnings; originally in Jeruſalem, 364; firſt called 
Hoſyitallers; they reiire to Cyprus; afterwards bear 
the Saracens out of Rhodes, 365; Qualifications ne- 
ceſlary for a Knight; very ſhict with reſpect to their 
Deſcent; Manner how the Knights arcadiitted, 366, 
367; the Knights of Malra of great Service to all 
the Chriſtians of Hhurote concerned in Trade; 4 
rail again} them without any Reaſon for ſo doing, 
367; the Dutch own that the Malreze are of preit 0 
Benefit; all Perſons who love the polite Arts vbli- G 
ged to the Maltexe, 368. 
Mariana, the Jeſuit's Work entitled; of the King and 
his Inſtitu:ion, an execrable Piece, 251. | 0 


> 


M1 


| Marivansx, an affected Writer, 175;. Examples of his 


ridiculous Diction, 176; applauded by the Authors 
of te Journal Literaire; ſtrong Cenſure of them, 177. 
Mel1nchihon, crue ly treated by the Lutherians, 97 
Men; Creatures formed to. deceive or be deceived, 7 
393: 394. CO 
Miſſionaries (Jeſuits) to China; reproached with ma- 
king an odd Mixture of the Nazarene and Heathen 
Syſtems of Belief; attacked by Mr, la Croze, 109; 
an Idea of their Religion; Mankind more obliged 
to the Mahometans than to the Jeſuits, 110, 111. 
Monarcns, ſome Cautions to them, 211; Algerine Mo- 
narchs; how they ought to act, 229; Monks, a Set 
of uſeleſs Wretches, 113, 114, 190. | 
Montazne's Writings excellent, 171. | 
| Morert, 


, 


Moreri, his Dictionary of little Value, 295. 


Morte (la) a French Pnet; writes ſometimes in the fu- 


{tian Stile, 381; Examples of this, 382. 

Morocco, a Univerſity in the Capital of that Kingdom, 
90; the Mooriſh Doctors as choleric as thoſe among 
the Nazarenes, 91. | 

Muſic, very much depraved in France; the late Operas 
greatly inferior to thoſe of LAlly and Campra; In- 
ſtrumental Muſic, in Paris, more pertect than Vocal, 
384; the Pieces compoſed for the Violin good, 385. 


N 


Naſamones, a ſtrange Cuſtom at their Weddings, 239, 
240. | 

Nazarene Monarchs, ſome of them come to a ſad End, 
194. | | | 

Neu ho, Baron, the Genoeſe ſet a Price upon his Head, 
233; their Conduct unjuſt on that Occaſion, 234. 


O 


Onis, I/aac, goes to Jeruſalem, 37. 


Oſman, Emperor of the Turks, carried ignominiouſly 


on an Aſs, 192; dethroned by the YJaniſſaries, and 
murder'd by them, 193. | 

Qttoman Powe:, expoſed to great Danger in caſe the 
Chriſtian Powers ſhould unite againſt them, 103. 


Þ:--- 


Painting, decaying in France; the Pictures of Pouſſiin, 
le Brun, and le Sueur, not much ſought after; but thoſe 
of Watteau and Lancret, 378; great Perſons encourage 
the bad Taſte of the two laſt mentioned; good Paint- 


ers forced to give into this bad Taſte; Le Moine cen- 


ſured; Vanlo and Caxe applauded; but gained almoſt 
nothing except Reputaiion; all Foreigners ſurpriſed 
at the bad Taſte which prevails in Painting, 279; 
fine Painters ſtill in France; an Engliſh Gentleman 
cenſures the bad Taſte of Painting in France, 390; 
an Aſſertion with regard to the Fate of Painting in 

| i | France, 
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France, ibid. 381; the fine Portrait Painters have 
not given into this bad Taſte, 382; they yet may 
poſſibly ſoon give into it, ibid. 
Papus, the ſilly Legend of him by the Jews, 46. 
Parallel between Scipio Africanus and Henry IV. of 
France, 183; mighty Actions of the former, 184; 
of the latter and his extreme Neceſſities, ibid. Com- 
pariſon between William III. and Julius Ceſar ; At- 
— of the former, 185, 186; of the latter, 
ibid. | 
Paris (Abbot) turn'd the Brain of many Pariſians, 325; 
his Followers ought to be ſcourged, 326, 327; one 
of the Deacons among the Janſeniſts, who fraudu- 
lently makes Uſe of him in order to work Miracles; 
place him in Heaven, and aſcribe to him the Gift of 
Miracles, 387; the common People drawn in by this 
Means; the Moliniſis oppoſe the Janſeniſis on this 
Occaſion; blacken Abbot Paris's Memory; the Jan- 
ſeniſts on the other hand cry up his Miracles, as his 
_ reſtoring Health, exc. oppoſed by the Molinifts, 388 ; 
the Populace flocking perpetually about Abbot Pa- 


ris's Grave, 389; ſome Cures 1 by Accident 
1 


to be wrought at it, 390; the Moliniſts have Recourſe 
to the Biſhops, 391; the Church-yard in which was 
| Abbot Paris's Grave ſhut up; his Rags, c. preſer- 
ved as Relicks; his Life publiſhed; ſo filly that it 
open'd Peoples Eyes, 392; the Populace make a Riot 
at his Grave; Triumph of the Moliniſts on this Occa- 


ſion; a ſilly Miracle of the breaking of Windows; | 


Abbot Paris's Miracles exploded, 393. 


Parliament, Engliſh, Elogium of it; the Authority of 


Princes ought to be reſtrained, 226; the Duty of a 
King; the Power of the Engliſh Monarchs reſembles 
that of the Deity ; the Felicity of Multitudes of Peo- 

le ſhould not depend on the Whim of a ſingle 
+l the Parliaments of England endeavour to fol- 
low the Laws of their Inſtitution, 231, 232; diffe- 


rent Parties in it no Prejudice to the general Good; 


the Engliſh deſerve all the Privileges they enjoy, 232; 

Reflections on this Subject, 233. | E 

Paſſions, their Seeds the ſame in ail Men, 74; thoſe of 

the Body are only Motions of the Blood and Spirits, 
= 1305 
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30s ſtrong Paſlions greatly diſorder the human Bo- 
vy, 136. | 
Per/ons, eminent, not applauded in their Lifetime, 181; 
ſome found in all Ages, 183. | 
Peter's (St.) Church in Rome, Elogium of that magni- 
ficent Edifice, 369. 
Philoſophers, their Reputation only will ſtand the ſe— 
vereſt Teſt, 267; would chooſe to live with Beaſts 
rather than Courtiers, 277; Advantages of this World 
not to be forced to ſubmit to a Thouſand mean Ac- 
tions, 267, 268. | | 
Philojophy, its glorious Properties; its Advantage to 
Mankind, 167. | 
P.iny, an idle Aſſertion of his with reſpect to Dreams, 
320, | 
Pompey, Reflections on his Fate, 186. 


7 

Pope (Mr.) Elogium of that great Poet, 341. % 
Pojes, ſome have united with the Twrts, 104; their vaſt # 
Power in former Ages; compared to that of the Hea- > 
then Roman Pontiffs, 218; the Pope of Rome, 218, i 


219; the firſt Ara of the Papal Grandeur; their 
Haughtineſs, 220; their Anachemas not regarded 
now, 219; ſtrange that ſo many Nations ſhould pay 
this Nation ſuch blind Homage, 221; had great Au- 
thority in England, 222; rooted out by Luther and 
Calvin, 223; the new Opinions gave Riſe to many 
warm Diſputes among the Learned, which proved 
of great Advantage to Learning; the French always 
adhered to their Kings, 224; the Popiſh Fulminations 
not much heeded in France; the Popes in all Ages 
have but little Authority over the French Monarchs, 
224, 225, an odd Letter from Pope Boniface to Phi- 
lip the Fair of France, 225; the, Monarch's juſt An- 
ſwer, wid. | 
Portunueze Slave, Zulima, the Daughter of a rich Moor, 
falls in Love with him; ſhe perſu>des him to turn 
 Mahomeian, 70, 71; the bold Artifice ſhe employed 
to get him for her Husband, 71, 72; the Slave turns 
Mahometan, 72; Compariſon between the Algerine 
Women and thoſe of Eurote, 73; Reflections on the 
Behaviour of the A!-erine Women, ibid. 
Provence, has given Birth to many illuſtrious Perſona- 


ges, 


„ 


ges, 399; to Mr. de Mauſage; Mr. Boyer d' Aiguille, 
an able Magiſtrate, il id. skill'd in all the polite Arts 
and Sciences; and poſſeſſed every Ornament of the 
Mind; Bougaret, an able Rhetorician; Paget, the fa- 
mous Sculptor, 400. | 


R 


Rabelais, a pleaſant Anſwer of his, 144. 

Rapin, Father, his Reflections on Philoſophy imperti- 
nent, 158. | 
Rapin's Hiſtory of England, the Continuators of it 
wretched Scribblers; have blackened the Memory of 
King William III. King George I. Duke of Marlbo- 
rough, 288; this Continuation authorized by a Privi— 
lege from the States of Holland; ſuch wretched Per— 
formances ought to be ſtrongly attack'd, 289; the 


French not judicious in the Objects of their Cri iques; 
the Conſequence of this, 290; ſome Specimens of 
the Continuators of Rapin's Hiſtory with regard to 


Geography; their notorious Partiality, 303. 

Regnault the Jeſuit, a very affected Writer on Philoſo- 
phical Subjects; applauded by the Authors of the 
Journal Literaire, 178; a bombaſt Paſſage from Fa- 
ther Regnault; Stupidity applauded by the Authors 
of the Journal Literaire; Des Caries would have 
wrote in that ſilly Manner, 179. . 

Relicks, a ſtupid Aﬀertion of John Ferrand with regard 
to them, 261; Mankind abuſed by the Artifice of the 
Friars in Relicks, 262. „5 

Reſemblance between the Italians and Indians; in Ido- 
latry, 141; in their ſuperſtitious Proceſſions, 142; 

Images, 143; in Adultery and Fornication; in al— 
lowing Diſpenſations for Marriages, exc. 144; in 
Penances; in the Notion of Tranſmigration and 


"Purgatory; in the rich 1talian and Indian Devotees; 


in myſtical Devotion and ridiculous Lacerations, 101d. 
between the Fairs and ſome Nazarene Monks : be- 
tween the former and the myſtical Diſciples of Mo- 
linos, 145; between the moſt Virtuous and Wicked 
Men, 162; many illuſtrious, as they are called, Mo- 
narchs, like Nero, 163. 


Re ſur- 


R 
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RefurreFion, that all ſhall riſe with the ſame Body, 254, 
a beautiful Paſſage from the Koran on this Subject; 
more ſhowy than ſolid, 255; Things which the Crea- 


tor cannot effect, 256; Reaſons why the ſame Body 


will not riſe, ibid. Arguments from a Battle tonghr, 


257; the Ears of Julius clipp'd to the Head of ſome 


Italian Monſignore, and his Noſe to the Face of a . 


Courtezan, 258; God cannot change the Eſſence of 
Things, 259; the Body will certainly rife; ridicu- 
lous to attempt to dive into the Myſteries of the Al- 
mighty, 260. . 


Revolutions, why frequent in the Kingdoms of Barbary, 


119. 

Rhodiginus (Cœlius) a fooliſh Aſſertion of his, 520. 

Riches procure Reſpect to a Knave, and Merit cannot 
do the ſame to a Man of Honour, 338, 

Ruins of renowned Cities, 101. 


8 


Szints, Popiſh, among the Nazarenes, ought to be drove 


out of the Churches, Oc. 328, 329. 
Sciences and Arts, their Progreſs from Country to Coun- 
try, 385. | | 
_ their whole Nation feel the Prejudices which 
their Union with the Engliſh has done them, 296; 
the Scorch have had a Share in molt of the Revolu- 
tions of England; divided into two Sorts of People, 
one polite, the other ſavage; the Highlanders, Cc. 
297; Account of the Scorch Union; Parliaments for- 
merly in Scotland; Arts made Uſe of in Queen Anne's 
Time to engage the Scotch to unite with England 
the Scotch Parliament blended with that of England, 
298; the Scotch haye alſo gained ſome Advantages 
by this Union, 299; inſolent Reflections made by 
the Continuators of Rapin's Hiſtory on the Union, 
ibid, 300, 301; Animadverſions on this; the Au- 
thors of the former Reflections ought to be puniſh- 
ed, 301; an invidious Paragraph in favour of the 
Scotch againſt the Engliſh, 302; Reflections on it, 
303; Presbyterianiſm the Eſtabliſhed Religion in 
Scorland, ibid, the Scorch Literati blended with the 
—— Eng- 


| 
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Engliſh, 304; ſome learned Writers belonging to the 
Scoich; Burnet, Buchannan, 305. | | 
Sculpture, upon a pretty good Foot in France; the Taſte 
of it may poſlibly decline, 383; 
Seditions, the ſad Conſequences of them, 230. 


Slaves, Nazarene, their 1 not ſo rigorous as is 
e 


generally imagined; not worſe than the Treatment 
which the Turkiſh Slaves meet with from the Euro— 
gean Princes; Occupations of both Turkiſh and Na a- 
rene Slaves, 82; the redeeming Slaves from Captivi- 
ty, an Act of the greateſt Humanity, 83; Monks em— 
ployed to redeem Captives, 84; ſeducing Arts em- 
ployed by the Turks to make their Nazarene Slaves 
turn Mahometans, 85; Turkiſh Women who have an 
Intrigue with a Nazarene Slave drown'd, 87; the Eu- 
ropean Princes ſhould unite in order to deſtroy the 


Corſairs of Barbary, ibid. the Politicks of the Naza- 


rene Monarchs, and the Intereſt of Trade, will not 
permit them to unite againſt the Algerines, 88; 'tis 
moſt advantageous to put Goods conſigned to the 
Mediterranean on board an Engliſh Veſſel; the little 


Charity which different Nations among the Naza- 


renes have for one another, 89. 
Solon, his wiſe Inſtitution, 291. 
Soul of Man not material, 280; why God gave every 

Creature a material Body, ibid. 
Spartans, tolerable artful Theft, 112, 113. 

Statue (a) ſaid to work a great many Miracles, 329; 
loſes its Virtue, which a Friar attempts to reſtore, 

330; declares it has the Power to crub all carnal Sen- 
ſations; Agnus's filled wich Camphire, ibid. a Girl 
comes to a Prieſt for ſome of St. Turpin's Oil; he 
enjoys her, 332, 333; Reflections on this Story, 333. 
guccubus's and Incubus's, mere fictitious Beings, 284; 

impoſlible that Devils ſhould beget material Crea- 

tures, ibid. ſtupid to ſuppoſe that Devils can engage 
in a criminal Correſpondence with human Creatures, 
- 285; ridiculous to aflert that the Devil is able to im- 
pregnate a Maiden, in Sleep, without ſullying her 
Virginity, 286; the Impoſſibility of Succubus's copu- 
lating with human Creatures, 287, 


Tazgetus, 


Tr 


Tr 
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Tagetus, a Mountain near Sparta, 26. 

Taſte; the Word often in the Mouths of Fops and Cov- 
combs; how much abus'd, with regard to Painting, 
the Arts and Sciences, the Greek and Roman Authors, 
370; Tully, Hortenſius and Cato, anſwered by thoſe 
of a vitiated Taſte, 371. 

Taſle, Des Maret's, Perrauli's, La Motte's, Cc. great- 
ly vitiated Taſte, 374. 2 1 5 

Fhuanus, that noble Hiſtorian ſpoken of contemptu- 
ouſly by Moreri, 295; Refleftions on this Circum- 
ſtance, ibid. 

Travelling, Advantages which ſhould be reaped by it, 
386, | 
Traveller; filly Motives of an Engliſhman's viſiting 
France, 201; Viſits none but Fops; and negleQs to 
addreſs the Literati, 202; ſuppoſed extravagant An- 


ſwers of the Ergliſh; theſe Cenſurers anſwered, 203; 


the judicious Angliſhman's Obſervations on Htaly, 204, 


205, 206; his Opinion of the French, 206; that 
there are ſolid Put ters among them, 161d. Faults of 
the French, 207, 
Fertullian, reverſed all Decrees, and damn'd Men for 
being Magiſtrates, 29, 

Tripoli, its Government the ſame with that of the re(t 
ol the Maritime Cities of Africa, 111; a great Num— 


ber of Renegadoes there, id. very ignorant; the 


Corſairs of 1ripoli the !caſt cruel; artful Theft tole- 


rated among them, 112, 

Tripolitans, have imitated ſome of the Roman Culloms 
their City guarded in the Night by Miaſtifls, 136. 
Tunis, its Situation; the Dey there has no Authority, 

the Bey being the real Sovereign, 104; the Tuniſian 
Moors not ſo unhappy as thoſe of Algiers, 195. 
Turis, great Enemies to Learning, ro4. 


Turpin (St.) applauded by a Monk, 331. 


V 


Fillars, Marſhal, a great Man, 182; too nigardly; an 
agrecable Repartee of his own on that Occaſion, 183. 
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Yillatte (Cartaud de la) his, ridiculous Book; RefleQi- 
ons on Writers in his Taſte, 372; ſets up for one 
of the Directors of. Taſte; a Specimen of his Stile, 
374; Examples of his extravagant Similies, 375 ; his 
ſhort-tail'd Compariſons of the Antients, 376; his 
mad Aſſertions with reſpe& to Lucan and Virgil, ibid. 
his Cenſure of Dr. Clarke, Ditton, &c. of Boilean, 


377. wy fb > 4 
Fiſclede (Chalamont de) a fine Poet, born in Provence, 
and a Man of great Probity, 4ooo0ĩĩoĩo. 
Verier, a Diſciple of Puget, and a very fine Sculptor ; 
- Known only in his native Province, 401, . 


* * 
Matteau, 378, & ſeq, d - 

Writers, modern, among the French, finely. cenſured 
by Maſſieu, 180; Reflections on that Cenſure, 181; 
deplorable State of a good one who. is diſregarged, 
336, 3373 their unhappy Condition in France, 337; 
trifling Writers, 338; the Conſtraint. put on Men 
ot Letters, 339; 3493. often owe their Reputation 
to Chance, not Merit; many great Genius's loſt for 
want of Encouragement z Men compared to Players, 

421, : 4 
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